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PARADISE LOST. 



BOOK I. 

THE AR60MENI. 

Ilib Ftnt Book proposes, flnt, in brief, the whole kJl^ect, Man'l 
iiiobedience, and the loc« theieupon of ParadiM, wherein be «M 
piaced : then touches the ptims cause of his fall, the Serpent, or 
rattier Satan in the serpent; who revoltinf from God, and draw* \ 
inir to hn side maiiv lemons of Aorels, was ^ the comaand of \ 
jQod, driven out of Deaven, with ail his crew, into the great deep. 
Witich action passed over, tlie poem hastens into the midst of 
things, presenuug Satan with bis Angels now fallen into Hell, 
described here, not im the centre (for Heaven and Cartli dmt be 
supposed as yet not made, certainly not yet accursed) but in a 

Slace of utter darkness, fltiiest called Chaos: here Satan with his 
ngeJs lying on the barning lake, thunderRtruck ami astonished. 



after a cer&n space recovere, as from confusion, calls up htm 
who next in order and dignity lay by him; they confer or their 
miserable fall. Saian awakens ail his legions, who lay till theii 



In the same manner confounded i they rise, their numbers, array 
of battle, tlieir chief leaders named, according to the idols known 
afterward in Canaan and the countries adjoining. To these Satan 
directs his speech, comforu tliem with houe yet of regaining 
Heaven, but tells them lastly of a new world and new kind of 
creature to be created, according to an ancient prophecy or re- 
port ip Heaven ;sfor that AngcM were lon^ berore this vi«ible 
creation, was the opinion of many ancient tatheis. To find out 
the truth of this prophecy, and what to determine thereon, he 
refers to a full council. What his associates thence atteapt. 
Pandemonium, the palace of Satan, rises, suddenly built out of 
Ibe deep : the infernal peers tbere sit In counciL 

f\F man's first disobedience, and the frait 

^^ Of that forbidden tree, whose mortal taste 

Bnmght death into the world, and all otir woe. 

With loss of Eden, till one greater man 

Restore us, and regain the blissfol seat, A 

u Tlie fltiiwi and ci«|iii^[i< bi^s,iity nf ibua (niA^lufCUon to tbs 
Do? Ill rlii^kFii^ bf trKt iniprU ^([iilrt'e!. 'Tha cLiuwk'al laste and rs« 
U|rlo*ti r^'f ]lK^ n( lltE liiilhijr ari* '\iolb. i?^ ilIl! iit:i'Ek i» \i: the former 
by [lie FlAJ-|]li(lLtT rniHh whlrh iJif iijb|i.'L'l U >tii[k-i1 aim I the invoca* 
Uon rrf ttiv duiK, aud. Uie tii;[ir bi hb aiiij nl^44 1 1 :r (ln' Holy Spirit 
II iPj e PO'j FT* of i ijxijlirati[>n ;a nil Li^^L. Ir r^'ikt J!$ i n I r Ji i ion has been 
expnrMvd hf Mu: tUlr«-rti3l DOrunicubin^m iiil iLir •ikilTuI constnic- 
tkiEv pr ttit vtrM In tiiL^wt iJicfoductAr) iln*-^, thf iiiiuHes of which 
mm <m *4rifij as to gltc i ihiiH mie^itat effect to tlit '^hole passage. 

4, IE twu b«;n sjir^iiAikfd that Mlhnn liittnt>>lt tl iti t]i Ls expression 
hi* Idea ^writing FAr«(l4« nugutn^y tmt Ji jpfw-ar* to have been 
' iHffHtvd RcruJy by ttK fubject^ w fuet^iM coiki^'inp'stion. 



M98504 




Fh.' Kxnnl.si.jii lioui i'^jvul 



• w 






I** 



.aTKCT-tr 




as FARAmSE LOST. 

Or do him mightier serrice as his thraUs 

By right of war, whate'er his business be lit 

Here in the heart of Hell to wori^ in fire. 

Or do his enrands in the gloomy deep ; 

What can it then arail. though yet we feel 

Strength undiminish'd, or eternal being 

To tmdergo eternal punishment t 105 

Whereto with speedy words th' Arch-Fiend reply'd : 

Pall'u Cherub, to be weak is miserable 
Doing or suffering: but of this be sure, 
To do aught good never will be our task. 
But ever to do ill'our sole delight, IW 

As being the contrary to his high will 
Whom we resist. If then his proridence ' 
Out of our evil seek to bring forth good, 
Our labour must be to pervert that end. 
And out of good stiU to find means of evil ; lA 

Which oft-times may succeed, so as perhape 
Shall gprieve him, if I fail not, and disturb 
His inmost counsels from their destined aim. 
But see, the angry victor hath recall'd 
His ministers of vengeance and pursuit Wi 

Back to the gates ci Heav'n ; the sulph'rons hail 
Shot after us in storm, o'erblown hath laid 
The fiery surge, that frotti the precipice 
Of Heav'n received us falling ; and the thunder, 
Wing'd with red lightning and impetuous rage, 17S 
Perhaps hath spent his shafts, and ceases now 
To bellow through the vast and boundless deepy 
Let us not slip th' occasion, whether scorn 
Or satiate fury yield it finom our fee. 
Seest thou yon dreary plain, fbrlom and wild, 180 
The seat of deselation, void of light. 
Save whit the glimm.*ring of these livid flames 
Casts pale and dreadfid t Thither let us tend 
From off the tossing of these fiery waves. 
There rest, if any rest can harbour there, 185 



170. Dr. B«ntley bat pointed out « contradlctioD between thb 
PMMge and one in the sixth book. It i« here said that the sfood 
augelt pursued the fallfn ones down to hell ; in the other place, 
Itfi asserted, that tlie Messiah alone expelled them from heaven. 
Fbe variation baa been accounted for by the account btsiug giveo 
ij different relAtors— The one t^ the discomflted Satan, the other 
bv ibe aagel RaplMwL 



BOOK I. SI 

And reaa^embUng our afflicted powon. 

Consult how we may henceforth nMwt offend 

Oiir enemy, our own lois how repair. 

How overcome this dire calamity. 

What reinforcement we may pain firom hope IM 

If not what revolution from despair. 

Thus Satan talking to his nearest mats 
. With head uplift aboye the ware, and eyes 
That sparkling biased, his other parts besides 
Prone on the flood, extended long and laige, IM 
Lay floating many a rood, in bulk as huge 
As whom the fables name of monstrous siM ; 
Titanian, or Earth-bom, that warr'd on Jove, 
BriareoB, or Typhon, whom the den 
By ancient Tarsus held, or that sea-beast HW 

Leriathan, which God of all his works 
Created Logest that swim the ocean stream ; 
Him haply slumb'ring on the Norway foam 
The pilot of some small night-founder'd skiff 
Deeming some island, oft, as seamen tell, MS 

With fixed anchor in his scaly rind 
Moors by his side under the lee, while night 
Inrests the sea, and wished mom delays : 
So stretch'd out huge in length the Arch-Fiend lay 
Chain'd on the burning lake, nor erer tibence Slf 
Had ris'n or heaved his head, but that the will 
And high permission of all-ruling Heav'n 
Left him at large to his own dark designs. 
That with reiterated crimes he might 
Heap on himself daipnation, while he sought 115 
Eyil to others, and enraged might see 
How all his malice served but to bring forth 

in. Vlrffil deKi-RtM the IhiI% of oDir oT tits fErnti la the aas 

iVit, tjphon or I'rpKofUt fnU olu* of the Uibti\ fftanti, SOd 
lapriKcird hy Jupri^r ulicli^r MntuilL JEuii., ot^ At athtin «7,1b a 
cVff amt Tir*u»p I Cflf In ClHcka. 

«tF MMt Ueen iinevQantii witulhEr MlJinct «np|^}<«ed tbe Levla* 
ihin In lt< t whiKJe nr a cro^ndLlt'.^lt u iDOft prtKli^lil? hit illUl> 
jiBatJpn reu%? him cnnlcot wHJi the di^BcriplltiJl Af thli snilinl 

E'tipn kn Jati^ind Ihsl hb crkllcaJ tu^iMUT^ wit EVOl 0.1 ill engaged 
l4[tlJn|r Ulc qiie4[t£>n* 

3iM> PfHtlfy hftn fivei^ % rorloiifl iMbDce c<f h^R utigr WSBt 
efpuftml teellnf; in pi-owilji^ tD Chviffi itiij t'piilUtl MJfiU- 
fiiundf^tit Into H If A --/pif ndrrrdt 

M. Thu^wn^f bjf It* la^soiind It^i^k, veil cxfintiai Che km 
ttr At4]|ii 1 lonaeiyie bull. 



2B4 PARADISE LOST. 

Infinite goodsMSf grace, and mercy shewi^ 

On Man, by him seduced ; but on himself 

Treble confusion, wrath, and Tendance pour'd. 999 

Forthwith upright he rears from off the pool 

His mighty stature ; on each hand the flames 

Drir'n backward slope their pointing spiires, and roll'd 

In billows, leare i' th' midst a horrid vale. 

Then with expanded wings he steera his flight SIS 

Aloft, incumbent on the'dusky air. 

That felt unusual weight; tiU on dry land 

He lights, if it were land that ever bum'd 

With solid, as the lake with liquid fire ; 

And such appeared in hue, as when the foiM m 

Of subterranean wind transports a hill 

Tom from Peloms, or the shattered side 

Of thund'ring ^tna» whose combustible 

And fuel'd entrails tiience conceiving fire* 

Sublimed with min'ral fury, aid the winds, S35 

And leave a singed bottom all involyed 

With stench and smoke : such resting found the sole 

Of unblest feet Him foUow'd his next mate. 

Both glorying to hare 'scap'd the Stygian flood 

As Gods, and by their own recover'd strength, SM 

Not by the fuff'ranc* of Supernal Power. 

Is this the region, this the soil, the clime. 
Said then the lost Arch-Angel, this the seat 
That we must change for heay'n, this mournful g^loom 
For that celestial light t Be it so, since he Mft 

Who now is Sovran can dispose and bid 
What shall be right : farthest from him is best. 
Whom reason hath equaU'd, force hath made supreme 
Above his equals. Farewell happy fields. 
Where joy for ever dwells : Hail horrors, hail SM 
Infernal world, and thou profoundest Hell 
Receive thy new possessor ; one who brings 
A mind not to be changed by place or time. 
The mind is its own place, and in itself 
Can make a HeaVn of Hell, a HeU of Heav^ SSI 

9M, SiJd to be borrowed tram Spenser, Book L Canto t. 
S»l. Wimdt Is sometlnes read instead of wind. 
S9S. Peloms Is « Sicilian promontory now called Cipo dl fuo, 
340. SoTran is abridged from the Italian Sovrano. 
M4. This sentlroent Is tbenreat foondatlon on wiOdk the StolM 
bnUt their whols sjsiem of Ebics. 
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What matter where, if I be still the same. 
And what I should be, all bat less than he 
Whom thunder hath made grater f Here at leart 
We shall be free ; th' Almighty hath not built 
Here for his envy, will not driye us hence : SOO 

Here we may reign secure, and in my choice 
To reign is worth ambition, tiiough in hell ; 
Better to reign in hell than serre in heaven. 
But wherefore let we then oor faithful fnends> 
Th' associates and copartners of our loss, Mft 

Lie thus astonish'd on th' oblivious pool. 
And call them n9t Co share with us their part 
In this unhappy mansion, or once more 
Wi& rallied arms to try what may be yet 
Regain 'd in heay'n, or what more lost in Hell? 170 

So Satan spake ; and him Beelzebub 
Thus answer'd : Leader of those armies bright. 
Which but th' Omnipotent none could have foil'd, 
If once they hear that voice, their liveliest pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard so oft 275 

In worst extremes, and on the perilous edge 
Of battle when it raged, in all assaults 
Their surest signal, they will soon resume 
New courage and revive, though now 'they lie 
Grovling and prostrate on yon lake of fire, S8t 

As we ere while, astounded and amazed. 
No wonder, fall'n such a pernicious height. 

He scarce had ceased when the superior Fiend 
Was moving tow'rd the shore ; his pond'rous shield, 
Ethereal temper, massy, large, and round, 985 

Behind him cast ; the broad circiunference 
Hung on his shoulders like the moon, whose orb 
Through optic glass the Tuscan artist views 
At evening from the top of FesoU, 
Or in Valdamo, to descry new lands, SM 

Rivers, or mountains, on her spotty globe. 
His spear, to equal which the tallest pine 

MS. The isiDe tenuiDeiit k put by XadkjXm into the moatb of 
Prometheut, and U wm the well-knowa nyinf of Julius Cansr. 
thst he would rather be the fint nan {A a vlllafe, than the aecoDd 
la Rome. 

S87. So Homer and Ovtao compare the shields of their heroes. 

38». Fesole and VaUaroo, the one a city, the other a vallcf , ia 
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Hewn on Norwegian hills, to be the nuwt 

Of some great ammiral, were 'hut a wand. 

He walk'd with to support uneasy steps S05 

Orer the burning marie ; not like those steps 

On Heaven's azure, and the torrid clime 

Smote on him sore besides, ranlted with fire : 

Nathless he so endured, till on the beaoh 

Of that inflamed sea he stood, and call'd 309 

His legions. Angel formi, who lay entranced 

Thick as autumnal leaves that strow the hrooka 

In Vallombrosa, where the Etrurian shades 

High orer-arch'd imbow'r ; or scattered sedge 

Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion arm'd 305 

Hath vex'd the Red Sea coast, whose waves o'ertbr^w 

Bnsiris and his Memphian chivalry. 

While with perfidious hatred they pursued 

The sojourners of Goshen, who beheld 

From the safe shore their floating carcases 810 

And broken chariot wheels : so thick bestrown, 

Abject and lost lay these, covering the flood. 

Under amazement of their hideous change. 

He call'd so loud, that all the h(dlow deep 

Of Hell resounded. Princes, Potentates, 81S 

Warriors, the flow'r of heav'n, once yours, now lost. 

If such astouishment as this can seize 

Eternal spirits ; or have ye chos*n this place 

After the toil of battle to repose 

Your wearied virtue, for the ease you find 810 

To slumber here, as in the vales of Heaven t 

Or in this abject posture have ye sworn 

T' adore the conqueror t who now beholds 

Cherub and Seraph rolling in the flood 

With scatter'd arms and ensigns, till anon il5 

993. MiltoD hers tgala enlarrn on the idea of the frrett pre- 
cedingr poets, who had glreo their heroes « pine for tlieir wandt 
or spears. 

S94. Ammiral from the GennaB amiral or the Italian ammirariio. 

903. A famous valley in Tuscany. The name is compooadea of 
vallis and umbra. 

30S. Orion is the most stormy of the constelhitions, and, as Ae 
Red Sea abounds with sedfe, it is here represented as exerddnf 
ito influence over it. 
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Bis fwift panoers from hear'n grates discern 
Th' advantage, and descending tread us down 
Thus drooping, or with linked thnnderbolti 
Transfix ns to the bottom of this g^ulf. 
Awake, arise, or be for ever fall'n. 

They heard, and were abash'd, and op they ■ 
Uimn the wing, as when men wont to watch 
On duty, sleeping found by whom they dread, 
Ronse and bestir themselves ere well awake. 
Nor did they not perceive the evil plight MS 

In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel ; 
Yet to their gen'ral's voice they soon obey'd 
Innumerable. As when the jmtent rod - - - 
Of Anuram's son, in Egypt's evil day. 
Waved round Ae coast, up call'd a pitchy cloud MO 
Of locuAts, warping on the eastern wind. 
That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night, and darken'd all the land of Nile : 
So numberleA were those bad Angels seen 
Hov'riug on wing under the cope of HeU 84S 

Twixt upper, nether, and surrounding fires ; 
Till, as a signal giv'n, th' uplifted spear 
Of their great Sultan waving to direct 
^dbr course, in even balance down they light 
On ^e firm brimstone, and fill all the plain ; 850 
A multitude, like which the populous north 
Pour'd never from her frozen loins, to pass 
Rhene or the Danaw, when her barb'rous sons 
Cawe like a deluge on the south, and spread 
Beneath Gibraltar to the Lybian sands. 895 

Forthwith from ev'ry squadron and each band 
The heads and leaders thither haste where stood 
Their great commander ; Godlike shapes and fonna 
Excelling human, princely dignities. 
And Pow'rs that erst in Heaven sat on thrones; 800 
Though of their names in hear'nly records now 
Be no memorial, blotted out and rased 
By their rebellion from the books of life* 

399. An lUMlon is here msde to the story of^AJax Otteos, 

^n. i. 44. 
338. See Exodus x. 13. . . . ^ « 

366. I iwtead of teoJk, to answer better to the plonlrMrrdk Ufa 

ii^re, and to the immente Dumber of angels. 
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Nor had they yet among the aoua of Kre 164 

Got them new names, till wand'ring o'er tibe earth. 

Thro' God's high sofTrance for the trial of maAt 

By falsities and lies the greatest part 

Of mankind they.corrapted, to forsake 

God their Creator, and th' invisible 

Glory of him that made them to transform 870 

Oft to the image of a hrute, adom'd 

With gay religions full of pomp and gdi. 

And Devils to adore for Deities : 

Then were they known to men by rarions nameSf 

And various idols through the Heathen world. 37S 

Say, Muse, their names then known, who first, who 

Roused from the slumber, on that fiery couch, [last 

At their grreat emp'ror** call, as next in worth 

Came singly where he stood on the bare strand. 

While the promiscuoas crowd stood yet aloof. SM 

The chief were those who from the pit of Hell 

Roaming to seek their prey on earth, durst fix 

Their seaU long after next the seat of God, 

Their altars by his altar, Gods adored 

Among the nations round, and durst abide 885 

Jehovah thund'ring out of Sion, throned 

Between the Chembim ; yea, often placed 

Within his sanctuary itself ttieir shrines. 

Abominations ; and with cursed things 

His holy rites and solemn feasts profaned, 3M 

And with their darkness durst affront his light. 

First Mp]2ch^ horrid king, besmear'd with blood 

Of human sacrifice, and parents' tears. 

Though for the noise of drums and timbrels loud 



MS. See Rom. chtp. L 

S7S. Ttaecattlofrueof the evil •pirito tea rreat proof both of die 
art and the imagination of Milton. It is lar •nperior in detcrip* 
tlon, as well aslitneas, to tlHxe In Homer and VirjiriW ^^ forms 
a part of the poem which coaid not be removed without great 
iiOury to its completeness. 

386. God dwelt in a visible (riorv between the cherabim lit the 
Holy of Holies of the temple on Mount Sion. 

393. Molnch has been supposed to be the Satam of the lieathens. 
The Scriptures say that parenu made their children pass through 
the Are to him, not perhaps in sacrifice always, but as a rite of con- 
secration to him. Rabba was the capital of th« Amaonites, and 
Arirnb and basan neiufhbourin; countries. Gehenna, or ttte valley 
of Kinoom, near Jemsal^, is made in the New Testaraenta type 
of hell, as it was there tBst a ire was kept vp to ooosiinM the 
sacrlAccs offered to this idol. 
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Their childrenli eiies unheard, that paw'd thro' fire 

To his gi^m idoY. Him the Ammonite Mi 

Worshipp'd in Rabba and her wat'ry plain, 

In Argob and in Basan, to the stream 

Of utmoiit Amon. Nor content with such 

Audacious neighbourhood, the wisest heart 40t 

Of Solomon he led by firaud to build 

His temple right against the temple' of God, 

On that opprobrious hill ; and made his grove 

The pleasant vale of Hinnom, Tophet thence 

And black Gehenna call'd, the type of Hell, 405 

Next Chemos, th' 6bscene dread of Moah's sons, 

Prom Aroar to Nebo, and the wild 

Of southmost Abarim ; in Hesebon 

And Horonaim, Seon's realm, beyond 

The flowery dale of Sibma clad with rinet, 4lf 

And Eleal6 to th' Asphaltic pool. 

Peor his other name, when he enticed 

Israel in Sittim, on their march from Nile, 

To do him wanton rites, whidi cost them woe. 

Yet thence his lustful oi^es he enlarged 419 

£'en to that hill of scandal, by the g^ve 

Of Moloch homicide ; lust hard by hate ; 

Till good Josiah drove them thence to Hell. 

With these came they, who, from the bord'ring flood 

Of old Eu)>hrates to the brook that parts 420 

Pgypt from Syrian ground, had general names 

Of Baalim and Ashtaroth ; those male. 

These feminine : for spirits, when they please. 

Can either sex assume, or both ; so soft 

And unoomponnded is their essence pure 42S 

Not tied nor manacled with joint or limb ; 

Nor founded on the brittle strength of hones, 

Like cumbrous flesh ; but, in what shape they choose 

406. Chemosh fa thus mentioned next to Moloch becauM their 
names are untu>d ia Scripture, see I Kingn 3ri. 7. This idol to 
supposed to be the same with Baal-Peor and with Priapus, sec 
also Numbers xxr. s Kings xxiil. 

417. The figure contained in thfa verse conveys a tirong moral 
truth. Had it not been, however, that the music of the vers* 

^ would have been ii^nred, the idea would have Seen more correct 
the transposition of the words lust and hate.-5ee Faery Queen^ 
3. Can. la. 
4S9. The Gods orSvrla, Palestine, Sec 
408. Speculations about the nature of spirits were a fevourita 
UBwement with learned m«B a few ceal«irles back. MUtoa doubft- 
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Dilated or condensed, hnght or oktaige. 

Can execute their a^ purposes, 410 

And -works of love or enmity fulfil. 

For those the race of Israel oft forsook 

Their living: Strength, and unfrequented lefb 

His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 

To bestial gods ; for which their heads as low 481 

Bow'd down in battle, sunk before the qpear 

Of despicable foes. With these in troop 

Came Astoreth, whom the Phoenicians call'd 

Astarte, queen of heayei^, with crescent horns ; 

To whoee bright image nightly by the moon 440 

Sidonian virgins paid their tows and songs; 

In Sion also not unsung, where stood 

Her temple on th' offensive mountain, built 

By that uxorious king, whose heart, though laiige. 

Beguiled by fair idolatresses, feU 449 

To idols foul. Thammua came next behind, 

Wlioie annual wound in Lebanon allured 

The Syrian damsels to lament his fate 

In amorous ditties all a summer's day; 

While smooth Adonis from his native rock. 454 

Ran purple to the sea, supposed with blood 

Of Thammuz yearly wounded : the love-tale 

Infected Sion's daughters with like heat ; 

Wliose wanton passions in the sacred porch 

Ezekiel saw, when by the vision led, 4ff5 

His eye survey'd the dark idolatries 

Of alienated Jndah. Next came one 

Who moum'd in earnest, when the captive ark 

Maim'd his brute i^age, head and hands lopp'd off 

In his own temple, on the grunsel edge, 464 

Where he fell flat, and shamed his worshippers : 

Dagon his name, sea-monster, upward man 

And downward fish : yet had his temple high 

Rear'd in Axotns, dreaded through the coast 

leM partooK io the interest The work from which he Is tuppsMd 
to hsve taken most was by Paellua, an author who composed ■ 
dlaldfue on the sui^ect. 

438. For mention of this idol, see Jeremiah vii. 18. x\lr. 17, 18. 
kIm I Kings xi. S. 3 Kin/cs xxiU. 13. 

446. Thammuz, or Adonis, was the rod of the Syrians. He was 
ilain by a bear on mount Lebanon, from which the river of the 
Mune name descended. 

44S. For the #xptaoatlon of this passage, see l Sam. t. 4. n. 17. 
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Of Palestine* te 0«th and Asealon* 461 

And Aocaron and Gaxa's ftvnder bounds. 

Him foUow'd Rimm<m, whoM delightful Mat 

Was fair Damascus, on the fertile banks 

Of Abbana and Pharphar, lutid streams. 

He also 'gainst the house o£ God was bold : 47f 

A leper once he lost, and gain'd a king ; 

'Ahax his sottish oonqu'ror* whom he drew 

God's altar to disparage and displace 

For one of Syrian mode, whereon to bum 

His odious offerings, and adore the gods ffS 

Whom he had vanquish'd. After these appear'd 

A crew, who, under names of old renown, 

Osiris, Iris, Orus, and their train. 

With monstrous shapes and sorceries abused 

Fanatic Egrypt and her priests, to seek 480 

Their wandering gods disguised in brutish forms 

Rather than human. Nor did Israel 'scape 

Th' infection, when their borrow'd gold composed 

The calf in Oreb ; and t&e rebel king 

Doubled that sin in Bethel and in Dan, 485 

Likening hi^ Maker to the graaed ox ; - 

Jehorah, who in one night when he pass'd 

From Egypt marching, eqnall'd with one stroke 

Both her first-bom, and all her bleating gods. 

Belial came last, than whom a spirit mere lewd 4M 

Fell not from heaven, or more gross to love 

Vice for itself : to whom no temple stood. 

Nor altar smoked ; yet who more oft |han he 

In temples and at altars, when the priest 

Turns atheist, as did Eli's sons, who fill'd 4M 

With lust and violence the house of God t 

In courts and palaces he also reigns. 

And in luxurious cities, where the noise 

Of riot ascends above thair loftiest towers. 

And ii^ury and outrage : and when night 500 

Darkens the streets, tiiken wander forth the sons 



407. RlmoMm ww« god of the Sjrtoni. Tlie leper mentioned 

m« Naanian, st^e 3 Kini(s r. 
478. The principal deideti of the JEejptiAM. , ^ ., 

480. Belial and Moloch hare •ltuation»ai«rded them acoordlni 

Is tiielr character*; the one laat becanse th« moat slothrai, tM 

ether flrit becaoae Ac moat violent. 
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Of Belial, flown with iiuolence and wine. 

Witness the streets of Sodom, and that night 

In Gibeah, when the hospitable door 

Exposed a matron, to avoid worse rape. HB 

These were the prime in order and in might : 

The rest were long to tell, though far renown'd> 

Th' Ionian gods, of Jayan's issue held 

Gods, yet confess'd later than Heaven and Earth, 

Their boasted parents : Titan, Heav'n's first-bom, 910 

With his enormous brood, and birthright seized 

By younger Saturn : he fnta mightier Jore, 

His own and Rhea's son, like measure found ; 

So Jore usurping reign'd : these first in Crete 

And Ida known, thence on the snowy top 515 

Of cold Olympus, ruled the middle air. 

Their highest heav'n ; or on the Delphian cUff, 

Or in Dodona, and through all the bounds 

Of Doric land ; or who with Saturn old 

Fled over Adria to th' Hesperian fields, 9M 

And o'er the Celtic roam*d the utmost isles. 

All these and more came flocking ; but with looks 
Downcast and damp ; yet such wherein appear'd 
Obscure some glimpse of joy, to have found their 

chief 
Not in despair, to have found themselves not lost 595 
In loss itself: which on his count'nance cast 
Like doubtful hue : but he, his wonted pride 
Soon recollecting, with high words, that bore 
Semblance of Worth, not substance, g^ently raised 
Their fainting courage, and dispell'd their fears. 5M 
Then straight commands, that at the warlike sound 
Of trumpets loud and clarions be uprear'd 
His mighty standard i that proud honour claim'd 
Azazel as his right, a cherub tall ; 
Who forthwith from the glittering staff unfurl'd 595 
Th' imperial ensign ; which, fiill high advanced. 
Shone like a meteor, streaming to the wind. 



SOS. Blown bM been proposed m tnotber readinf . 

M8. Prom Jsvao were deKended the laniam and GrecUnii 
•mong whom arote the gods of the later mythology. 

530. Their fahUed courage in the fint edition. 

SS4. Azasel, according to its derivtdon, means brave in re- 
treating. The deKripdon in this paaage Is remarkably mar 



BOOK I. tS 

With g«mf and golden lustre rich embUieA 
Seraphic arms and trophies; all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial sounds : MO 

At which the universal host up-«eut 
A shout, that tore hell's concaye, and beyond 
Frighted the reign of Chaos and old Night. 
All in a moment through the gloom were seen 
Ten thousand banners rise into the air, f'JJ 

With orient colours waving : with them rose 
A forest huge of spears ; and thronging helms 
Appeared, and serried shields in thick, array 
Of deptii immeasurable : anon they moTo 
In perfect phalanx to the Dorian mood Mt 

Of flutss and soft recorders ; such as raised 
To height of noblest temper heroes old 
Arming to battle ; and instead of rage 
Deliberate valour breath'd, firm and unmoved 
With dread of death to flight or foul retreat : 5M 
Nor wanting jmwer to mitigate and 'suage, 
With solemn touches troubled thoughts, and chase 
Anguish, and doubt, and fear, and sorrow, and pain 
From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they. 
Breathing united force, with fixed thought, MO 

Moved on in silence, to soft pipes, that charm'd 
Their painful steps o'er the burnt soil : and now 
Advanced in view they stand ; a horrid front 
Of dreadful length and dazzling arms, in guise 
Of warriors old with ordered spear and shield, MO 
Awaiting what command their mighty chief 
Had to impose : he through the armed files 
Darts his experienced eye, and soon traverse 
The whole battalion views, their order due. 
Their visages and stature as of gods : 570 

Their number last he sums. And now his, heart 
Distends with pride, and hardening in his strengtti 
Glories ; for never since created man 
Met such embodied force, as, named with fhese. 
Could merit more than that small infantry 579 

Warr'd on by cranes : though all the giant brood 

543 AHen used like the Latin rernam, for kingdom^ 

an. There were three kind* o? muflc amonir the andents. 

The Lydlan, the moat melancholy ; the Phrygian, the moat lively ; 

and the Dorian, the uHMt majeatic Milton has been very end 

In employing mnaic At for each parttcnlar pvrpoae* 

CS 
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Of Phlegra viih th' heroic race were joint 

That fought at Theben and Ilium, on each aid* 

Mix'd with auxiliar gods ; and what resoonda 

In fable or romance of Uther's aon Mt 

Begirt witb British and Armoric knights ; 

And all who since, baptised or infidel. 

Jousted in Aspramont, or Montalban, 

DamasGO, or Marocoo, or Trebisond, 

Or whom Biserta sent from Afric shore, 889 

When Charlemagne with all his peerage fell 

By Pontarabia. Thus fur these beyond 

Compare of mortal prowess, yet obserred 

Their dread commander: he, above the rest 

In shape and gesture proudly eminent, 599 

Stood like atower ; his form had not yet lost 

All her original brightness, nor appeared 

Less than archangel ruin'd, and the excess 

Of glory obscured ; as wben the sun, new risen. 

Looks through the horisontal misty air 99$ 

Shorn of his beams ; or from behind the moon. 

In dim eclipse, disastrous twilight sheds 

On half the nations, and with fear of change 

Perplexes monarchs. Darken'd so, yet shone 

Above them all the Arch-angel : but his fttce 999 

Deep scars of thunder had intrench'd, and care 

Sat on his faded dieek ; but under brows 

Of dauntless ceurage, and considerate pride 

Waiting revenge ; cruel his eye, but cast 

Signs of remorse and passion, to behold OM 

The fellows of bin crime, the followers rathei 

(Far other once b( held in bliss), condemned 

For ever now to > ave their lot in pain : 

Millions of Spiri*« for his fault amerced 

Of heaven. And from eternal splendours flung 01f 

For his revolt, vet faithful bow they stood. 

Their glory wHtier'd : as when Heav'n's fire 

Hath scatb'd the forest oaks, or mountain pines, 

am. Phlcfra WM a dtr of Macedonia. 

see. Utbey^ mn was Kinf Arthnr : tliis and the followinjr ti- 
loiiont are i^erived flmn the old romances oo the sul^t. Char* 
lemaicoe is -vtd not to bare died at Footarabia, but some yean 
after, and In peace. 

609. Am^rcea, deprived of. 

•II. The c«*m>iraclloB requhrca a r 
stIinsSSS. 
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With singed top their stately growth tho' bare 
Stands on the blasted h<)ath. He bow prepared 019 
To speak ; whereat their doubled ranks they bend 
Prom wing to wing, and half inclose him round 
With all his peers. Attention held them mute, 
rhrice he assay 'd, and thrice, in spite of scorn, 
Tears, such as angels weep, burst forth. At last OM 
W^ords interwove with sighs found out their way. 

O myriads of immortal Spirits, O Powers 
Matchless, but with th' Almighty, and that strife 
Was not inghnrions, though th' event was dire, 
4s this place testifies, and this dire change, OSS 
Hateful to utter ; but what power of mind. 
Foreseeing or presaging, from the depth 
Of knowledge past or present, could have fear'd 
How such united force of Gods, how such 
As stood like these, could ever know repulse ; 030 
Por who can yet believe, though after loss. 
That all these puissant legions, whose exile 
Hath emptied Heav'n, shall fail to re-ascend 
Self-raised, and repossess their native seat t 
For me, be witness all the host of Heav'n, 030 

If counsels different, or danger shunn'd 
By me, have lost our hopes. But he who reigns 
Monarch in Heav'n, till then as one secure 
Sat on his throne, upheld by old repute, 
Ck>nsent, or custom, and bis regal state 040 

Put forUi at full, but still his strength conceal'd, 
Which tempted our attempt, and wroaght our fall. 
Henceforth bis might we know, and know our own, 
So as not either to provoke or dread 
New war, provoked ; our better part remains 045 
To work in close design, by fraud or g^uile. 
What force effected not; that he no less 
At length from us may find, who overcomes 
By force, hath overcome't>ut half his foe. 
Space may produce new worlds ; whereof so rife OM 
There went a fame in Heav'n that he ere long 
Intended to create, and therein plant 
A greneration, whom his choice regard 
Should favour equal to the sons of Heav'n : 

633. A third part of the sngeU is rapposed to have (Ulen. w» 
Ker. xU. 4. 
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Thiflier, if but to pry, akali be perbapa €0fi 

Oar first eruption, tbitber or elaewbere : 

For tbis infernal pit sball never bold 

Celestial Spiriti in bondage, nor tb' abyss 

lirag under darkness corer. But tbese tbougbts 

Full counsel must mature : Peace is de^air'd, §f| 

For wbo can tbink submission t War tben. War, 

Open or understood, must be resobred. 

He spake : and, to confirm bis words, out flew 
Millions of flaming swords, drawn from the^thigbs 
Of migbty Cherubim : the sudden blase MS 

Far round illumined Hell. Higbly tbey raged 
Against the highest, and fierce with grasped arms 
Clasb'd OB their sounding shields the din of war. 
Hurling defiance tow'rd the Tault of Heaven. 

There stood a bill not far, whose grisly top Oft 
Belch'd fire and rolling smoke ; the rest entire 
Shone with- a glossy scurf, undoubted sign 
That in his womb was hid metallic ore. 
The work of sulphur. Thither wing'd with speed 
A num'rous brigade basten'd : as when bands 675 
Of pioneers, with spade and pickaxe arm'd. 
Forerun the royal camp to trench a field. 
Or cast a rampart. Mammon led them on ; 
Mammon, the least erected Spirit that fell 
From Heav'n ; for e'en in Heav'n bis looks and 

thoughts eM 

Were always downward bent, admiring more 
The riches of Heav'n's pavement, trodden gold. 
Than aught divine or holy else enjoy'd 
In vision beatific. By him first 
Men also, and by his suggestion taught, • 889 

Ransack'd the centre, and with impious hands 
Rifled the bowels of Uieir mother earth 
For treasures better hid. Soon had his crew 
Open'd into the hill a spacieus wound. 
And digg'd out ribs of gold. Let none admire 0M 
That ri<£e8 grow in Hell ; that soil may best 

664. Dnwn from the tbigbfl, « Greek -and poetical mode of 
ezpreMinff this idea. 
&19. Wofflb is here used in the wide scnteof the Latin Uttnu, 
ere. Mammon is a Svrian word, and means riches. 
•S4. The miners beiiere in a sort of Derils wlw fipaqaaat Hw 
■ I woric thera 
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Deaerre tbe predous b«ne. And kere let ^mm 

Who boast in mortal thingy, and wondViog tell 

Of Babel, a^d the works of Meuphian king^. 

Learn how their greatest monaments of fame, 6M 

And strength, and art, are easily oatd<»M 

By Spirite reprobate, and in an hoar 

What in an age they with incessant toil 

And hands inniuQerable scarce perform. 

Nigh on the plain in many cells prepared, 7fv 

That underneath had Teins of liquid fire 

Sluiced from the lake, a second multitude 

With wond'rous art founded the massy ore, 

SeTering each kind, and scumm'd the bullion dross; 

A third as soon had form'd within the g^round 710 

A rarions mould, and from the boiling cells 

By strange conveyance fill'd each hollow nook. 

As in an organ, from one blast of wind. 

To many a row of pipes, the sound-board breathes. 

Anon out of the earth a fabric huge 710 

Rose like an exhalation, with the sound 

Of dulcet symphonies and voices sweet. 

Built like a temple, where pilasters round 

Were set, and Doric pillars overlaid 

With g(dden architrave ; nor did there want 715 

Cornice or frieze, with bossy sculptures graVn : 

The roof was fretted gold. Not Bttbylon, 

Not great Alcairo such magnificence 

Eqvaird in all their glories, to inshrine 

Belt«8 or Serapis their Gods, or seat 7M 

Their kings, when Egypt with Assyria strove 

In wealth and luxury. Th' ascending pile 

Stood fix'd her stately height ; and straight the doon, 

Op'ning their brazen folds, discover wide 

Within her ample spaces, o'er the smooth 7t5 

And level pavement. Frona the arched roof. 

Pendant by subtle magic, many a row 

Of starry lamps and blasdng c re sse ts, fed 

tts. fUrtneth and orf •» to be coMtnied with wtomumenU la 
the noininadte* 

706. A new and besatiful eompsrhon— MIUm was a perlbnaer 
oa the organ liiroself. . ^ 

790. Beliw WM the ton of Nimrod, and the Ant mn «W* 
iMmwd w a God. He wm called Bel, and Baal. 
730. CnMet, any pwt lifbt. 

c« 
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With Naphtha and Asphaltos, yielded light 

As from a sky. The hasty multitade 7M 

Admiring enter'd ; and the work some praise* 

And some' the architect : his hand was known 

In heaven by many a tower'd structure high. 

Where sceptred angels held their residence. 

And sat as princai ; whom the supreme King TSff 

Exalted to such power, and gave to rule, 

Each in his hierarchy, the orders bright. 

Nor was his name «nheard or unadored 

In ancient Greece ; and in Ausoniau land 

Men calFd him Mnlciber ; and how he fell 740 

From heaven, they fabled, thrown by angry JoTe 

Sheer o'er the crystal batUements : from «aom 

To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve, 

A summer's day ; and with the setting snn 

Dropt from the xenith like a falling star, 745 

On Lemnos, th' .^ean isle : thus they relate. 

Erring ; for he with this rebellious rout 

Fell long before ; nor ought avail'd him now 

T' have built in heav'n high tow'rs ; nor did he 'scape 

By all his engines, but was headlong sent ' 76t 

With his industrious crew to build in hell. 

Meanwhile, the winged heralds, by command 
Of sovereign power, with awful ceremony 
And trumpet's aoond, throughout the host proclaim 
A solemn council, forthwith to be held 79ff 

At Pandemonium, the high capital 
Of Satan and his peers: their summons call'd 
From every band and squared regiment 
By place or choice the worthiest : they anon. 
With hundreds and with thousands, trooping came. 
Attended : all access was throng'd : the gates 761 
And porches wide, but chief the spacious hall 
(Though like a cover'd field, where champions bold 
Wont ride in arm'd, and at the soldan'i chair 
Defied the best of Panim chivalry 70ft 

To mortal combat, or career with lance). 
Thick swarm'd, both on the gpround and in the 'ir, 
Brosh'd with the hiss of rustling wings. As bees 
In spring time, when the sun with Taurus rides, 

7«t. This ilnlls !■ a Inltstkm of Homer, 11. ti. 87. 
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Pour forth th^ir popnlocu youth about the hire tn 
In clusters ; they among fresh dews and flowers 
Fly to and fro, or on the smoothed pkmk. 
The suburb of their straw-built citadel, 
New rubb'd with balm, expatiate and confer 
Their state affairs ; so thick, the aSry crowd 77S 

Swarm'd and were straiten'd ; till, the signal given. 
Behold a wonderl They bat now who seem'd 
In bigness to surpass, earth's giant sons. 
Now less than smallest dwarfs, in narrow room 
Throng numberless, like that pygmean race 78t 
, Beyond the Indian mount; or fairy elves. 
Whose midnight revels, by a forest-side ^ 
Or fountain, some belated peasant sees. 
Or dreams he sees, while over head the moon 
Sits arbitress, and nearer to the earth 79$ 

Wheels her pale course ; they, on their mirth and 
Intent, with jocund music charm his ear ; [danot 
At once with joy and fear his heart rebounds. 
Thus incorporeal spirits to smallest forms 
Reduced their shapes immense, and were at laige. 
Though without number still, amidst the hall 791 
Of that infernal court. But far within. 
And in their own dimensions like themselves. 
The great Seraphic Lords and Cherubim, 
In dose recess and secret conclave sat, 79S 

A thousand Demi-gods on golden seats. 
Frequent and full. After short silence then. 
And summons read, the great consult began. 

777. We here see the use of the Uoet on the nature of splrili, 
which prepere the reader for the wonder* afterward related. 

76&. Arbitrew, witnets, or spectatress. Allusion is here aitda 

to the supenititious belief in the power of witches over the moon 

797. FkeqaeDt. like the Ladn frequens, ncu^fmtU 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

TtecoMQltatlon begun, SMan debates whether aaoCber Imtte 
M to be haaurded for the recoverir of Heaven : mmdc adviM \u 
othen diaauade: a third proposal is pneferred, mentioned befora 
bv Satan, to search the truth of that prophecy or tradition In 
Heavt n concerninf another world, and another kind of creature, 
equal or not much inferior to thenwelves, about this time to be 
created: their doubt who shall be sent on this difiicuit search : 
Satan their chief undertakes alone the voyase, is bonourei! and 
applauded. The council thus ended, the rest betake them several 
wiys, and to several employments, as their incUuations lead 
them, to entertain the tine till Satan return. He passes on his 
journey to Hell-gates, fim^s them shut, and who sat there t0 
guard them, by whom at length they are opened, and discover 
iohim the great ^If between Hell and Heaven; with what difll- 
culty he passes through, directed by Chaos, the power of that irface. 
to t&e sight of thU i^w world which healMighr^ «-«P«e, 

High on a throne of royal state, which far 

Outshone the wealth of Ormos and of Ind, 

Or where the gorgeous East with richest hand 

Show'rs on her kings harbaric pearl and gold, 

Satan exalted sat, hy merit raised f 

To that bad eminence ; and from despair 

Thus high uplifted beyond hope, aspires 

Beyond thuit high, insatiate to pursue 

Vain war with Heaven ; and, by success untaught. 

His proud imaginations thus display'd : 10 

Pow'rs and Dominions, Deities of Heaven, 
For since no deep within her gulf can hold 
Immortal vigour, though oppress'd and fall'n, 
I give not Heav'n for lost. From this descent 
Celestial virtues rising, will appear 15 

Moro glorious and more dread than from no fall. 
And trust, themselves to fear no second fate. 
Me, though just right, and the fix'd laws of Hear'n, 
Did first create your leader, next free choice. 
With what besides, in councU or in fight, SO 

Hath been achieved of merit ; yet this loss. 
Thus far at least recover'd, hath much more 
Establish'd in a safe unenvied,throne, 

9. Onnus Is an island in the Persian Gulf, and. tocetber with 
India, produces many of the treasures enumeratedin wis paanMw 

II. Su Paul divides the aiige^B, Into thrones, dominioDS, nib- 
dpdUka, &c«-See Col. 1. 16. *^ 
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Yielded with full oousent. The happier ttatc 
In Heaven, which follows dignity, might draw SI 
Enry from each inferior ; but who here 
Will enry whom the highest place exposes 
Foremost to stand against the Thund'rer's aim 
Your bulwark, and condemns to greatest share 
Of endless pain ? Where there is then no good M 
For which to strive, no strife can grow up there 
F^m faction ; for none sure will claim in Hell 
Precedence ; none, whose portion is so small 
Of present pain, that with ambitious mind 
Will coret mwe. With this advantage then If 

To union, and firm faith, and firm accord. 
More than can be in Heav'n, we now return 
To daim our just inheritance of old. 
Surer to prosper than prosperity 
Could have assured us ; and by what best way, 40 
Whether of open war or covert guile. 
We now debate :" who can advise, may speak. 

He ceased : and next him Moloch, scepter'd king. 
Stood up, the strongest and the fiercest Sp'rit 
That fought in Heav^, now fiercer by despair. 41 
His trust was with th' Eternal to be deem'd 
Equal in strength ; and rather than be less, 
Caredno^toJ>e atalL With that care lost 
Went all his fear : of God, or Hell, or worse. 
He reck'd not ; and these words thereafter spake : M 

My sentence is for open war : of wiles 
More unexpert I boast not : them let those 
Contrive who need, or when they need, not now. 
For while they sit contriving, shall the rest. 
Minions that stand in arms, and longing wait 55 
The signal to ascend, sit lingr'ring here 
Heav'n's fugitives, and for their dwelling-place 
Accept this dark opprobrious den of shame. 
The prison of his tyranny who reigns 
By our delay t No, let us rather choose, 01 

4rm'd with Hell-flames and fury, all at once 
O'er Heav'n's high tow'rs to force resistless way. 
Turning our tortures into horrid arms 
Agrainst the torturer ; when to meet the noise 
Of his almighty engine he shall hear, 05 

Infernal thunder, and for lightning see 
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Black lire and horror shct with equal rag* 

Among his Angels, and his thnme itMlf 

Mix'd with Tartarean sulphur, and strange fir0» 

His OMm inrented torments. But perhaps Tf 

The way seems difficult and s^ep, to scale 

With upright wing against a higher foe. 

Let such bethink them, if the sleepy drench 

Of that forgetful lake benumb not still. 

That in our proper motion we ascend 7S 

Up to our natire seat ; descent and fall 

To us is adrerse. Who but felt of late. 

When the fierce foe >ung on our broken rear 

Insulting, and pursued-us through the deep» 

With what compulsion and laborious flight M 

We sunk thus lowf Th' ascent is easy then ; 

Th' event is fear'd. Should we again provoke 

Our stronger, some worse way his wrath may find 

To our destruction, if there be in Hell 

Fear to be worse destroy'd. What can be worse 85 

Than to dwell here, drir'n out from bliss, condenm'd 

In this abhorred deep to utter woe. 

Where pain of unextinguishable fire 

Must exercise vis without hope of end. 

The rassals of his anger, when the scourge 9t 

Inexorably, and the tort'ring hour 

Calls us to penance t More destroy'd than thus. 

We should be qtiite abolish'd, and expire. 

What fear we then f what doubt we to incense 

His utmost ire t which to the height enraged 9f 

Win either quite consume us, and reduce 

To nothing this essential, happier far 

Than mis'rable to have eternal being. 

Or if our substance be indeed di?ine. 

Add cannot cease to be, we are at worst Ut 

On this side nothing ; and by proof we fed 

Our pow'r sufficient to disturb his Hear'n, 

And with perpetual inroads to alarm. 

Though inaccessible, his fatal throne : 

•». BxenUedf tiits word te Lera oted in the mom of IfasLitfa 
«rerciM, tb«t i«, to vex or trouble. 

f I. InesorsblT— Id MNne editloM, inezonble. 

9S. By callftig to peoance, MilUm Mems to IntliBSle. tint tts 
■offeriofs of the condmned spirlti are not alwsfi eqmUf • 
104. Fttal.tlMtl^aplleldbyfltte. 
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Which, if not rictory, is yet rersnge. |gf 

He ended frowning, and his look denonneed 
Desp'rate revenge, and battle dangerous 
To leas than Gods. On th' other side up rost 
^.fifiUal, in act more graceful and humane : 
A fairer person lost not Hear'n ; he seem'd IM 

For dignity composed and high exploit : 
But all was false and hollow, though bis tongue 
Dropt manma, and could make the worse appear 
The better reason, to perplex and dash 
Maturest counsels : for his thoughts were low ; llf 
To Tice industrious, but to nobler deeds 
Tim'rous and slothful : yet he pleased the ear. 
And with persuasive accent thus began : 

I should be much for open war, O Peexs I 
As not behind in hate, if what was urged LW 

Main reason to persuade immediate war. 
Did not dissuade me most, and seem to cast 
Ominous conjecture on the whole success : 
When he who most excels in fact of arms. 
In what he counsels and in what excels U5 

Mistrustful, grounds his courage on despair. 
And utter dissolution, as the scope 
Of all his aim, after some dire revenge. 
First, what revenge ? The tow'rs of Hear'n are fill'd 
With armed watch, that render all access 130 

Impregnable ; oft on the bord'ring deep 
Encamp their legions, or with obscure wing 
Scout for and wide into the realm of night. 
Scorning surprise. Or could we break our way 
By force, and at our heels all hell should rise IM 
With blackest insurrection, to confound 
Heay'n's purest light, yet our Great Enemy, 
All incorruptible, would on his throne 
Sit unpolluted, and th' ethereal mould 
Incapable' of stain would soon expel 140 

Her mischief, and pui^e off the baser fire 
Victorious. Thus repulsed, our final hope 
Is flat despair. We must exasperate 

lOB. Bclfal'» speech Is in admirable conformity with the ds- 
■cription Kiven of his character in the tint book. It is throagh* 
sat that or a laxarious and base spirit, and U in line contnK Is 
(hst of Moloch. 

IM. Fact of arms* fron the Italian Iktto d*tfins^ abattla. 
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Th' Almif^ty Victor to spend all hii rag«» 

And that most end us ; ti&at must be our cure, 149 

To be no more t Sad cure \ for who would loee, 

Thougrh full of pain, this intellectual being^f 

Those thoughts that wander throu^ eternity. 

To perish rather, swallow'd up and lost 

In the wide wemb of uncreated night, IM 

Devoid of sense and motion f And ^i^o knows. 

Let this be good, whether our angry Foe 

Can give it. or will erert How he can 

Is doubtful ; that he never will is sure. 

Will he, so wise, let loose at once his ire 155 

Belike through impotence, or unaware. 

To giro his enemies their wish, and end 

Them in his anger, whom his anger saves 

To punish endless 7 Wherefore cease we then T 

Say they who counsel war, we are decreed, 100 

Reserved, and destined, to eternal woe ; 

Whatever doing, what can we suffer more. 

What can we sufit^r worse ? Is this then worst. 

Thus sitting, thus consulting, thus in armst 

What when we fled amain, pursued and struck 105 

With Heav'n's afflicting thunder, and besought 

The deep to shelter us ? This Hell then seem'd 

A refuge from those wounds : or when we lay 

Ghain'd on the burning lake ? That sure was worse. 

What if the breath that kindled those grim fires. 

Awaked should blow them into sev'nfold rage, 171 

And plunge us in the flames t Or from above 

Should intermitted vengeance arm again 

His red right hand to plague us ? What if all 

Her stores were open'd, and this firmament 170 

Of Hell should spout her cataracts of fire. 

Impendent horrors, threat'ning hideous fall 

One day upon oar heads ; while we perhaps 

Designing or exhorting glorioiis war. 

Caught in a fiery tempest, shall be hurl'd 100 

Bach on his rock, transfix'd, the sport and prey 

Of wracking whirlwinds, or for ever sunk 

116. tmiMteiice ts to be undentood w the oppodle 
of wiedom, or mental weakncM. 
170. See lia. xxx. S3. 
174. Hit red rl|rbt band, namely Ood'i, wboM 
tspenooiflM. 
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Under yon boiling ocean, wrapt in chains ; 

There to oonyerse with everlasting groana, 

Unrespited, nnpitied, nnrepriered, IM 

Agea of hopeleM end t This would be won*. 

War therefore, open or conoeal'd, alike 

My voice dissuades ; for what can force or gail« 

With him, or who deceive his mind, whose eya 

Views lOl things at one viewf He from Heav*n's height 

An these our motions vain, sees and derides : 101 

Not more almighty to resist our might 

Than wise to frustrate all our plots and wiles. 

Shall we then live thus vile, the race of Heav*n 

Thus trampled, thus expell'd, to suffer hera IM 

Chains and these torments? Bettor these than wens. 

By my advice : since fate inevitable 

Subdues us, and omnipotent decrae. 

The Victor's will. To suffer, as to do, 

Oar strength 'is equal; nor the law unjust 9M 

That BO ordains. This was at first resolved, 

If we wera wise, against so great a Focr 

Contending, and so doubtful what might foU. 

I laugh, when those who at the spear are bold 

And vent'rous, if that foil them, shrink and fear 908 

What yet they know must follow, to endure 

Exile or ignominy, orlmnds, or pain. 

The sentence of their Conqu'ror. This is now 

Our doom ; which if we can sustain and bear. 

Our Supreme Foe in time may much remit UO 

His anger, and perhaps, thus far removed. 

Not mind us not offending, satisfy'd 

With what is punish'd ; whence these raging fires 

Will slacken, if his breath stir not their flames. 

Our purer essence then will overcome S15 

Their noxious vapour, or inured not feel. 

Or changed at length, and to the place conform'd 

In temper and in nature, will receive 

Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain ; 

This horrcnr will grow mild, this darkness light, S9t 

Besides what hope the never-ending flight 

Of future days may bring, what chance, what chang* 

190. See Pitalin il. 4. 
M>. The word light is an ndJectiTe and Dot a n 
Dr. Bentlev mipposed. It here means easjf f Umr, 



m PARADISB LOST. 

WorCh waiting, nnce our present lot appean 

For happy though but ill, for ill not worst. 

If we procure not to oorsel^ea more woe. SS9 

Thus Belial, with words cloth'd in reason's garb 
Counsel'd ignt^le ease and peaceful sloth. 
Not peace : and after him thus Manmion spake : 

Either to disenthrone the King of Heav'n 
We war, if war be best, or to regain 230 

Onr own right lost : him to unthrone we then 
May hope, when oTeiiasting Fate ^all yield 
To fickle Chance, and Chaos judge the strifie. 
The former rain to hope, argues as rain 
The latter ; for what place can be for us S35 

Within Hear'n's bound, unless Heay'n's Lord 
We orerpow'r f Suppose he ^ould relent, {Supreme 
And publish grace to all, on promise made 
Of new subjection ; with what eyes could we 
Stand in his presence humble, and receive SM 

Strict laws imposed, to celebrate his throne 
With warbled hymns, and to his Godhead sing 
Forced hallelujahs, while he lordly sits 
Our en-vied Sovereign, and his altar breathes 
Ambrosial odours and ambrosial flow'rs, f4S 

Our servile offerings f This must be our task 
In Heav'n, this our delight. How wearisome 
Eternity so spent in worship paid 
To whom we hate 1 Let us not then pursue 
By force impossible, by leave obtain'd S5d 

Unacceptable, though in Heav'n, our state 
Of splendid vassalage ; but rather seek 
Our own good from ourselves, and from our own 
Live to ourselves, though in this vast recess. 
Free, and to none accountable, preferring S59 

Hard liberty before the easy yoke 
Of servile pomp. Our greatness will appear 
Then most conspieuous, when great things of small, 
Useful of hurtful, prosp'rous of adverse. 
We can create, send in what place soe'er^ 9M 

Thrive under evil, and work ease otit of pain 
Through labour and endurance. This deep world 
Of darkness do we dread ? How oft amidst 



963. See the splendid original of thk psHSge, 
and Pa. xcvtt. S. 
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Thiok dondfl and dark doth Hear Vs all-naUng Sirs 

ChooM to reside, hu glory nnobacnred, MS 

And with the majesty of darkneas round 

Covert hia throne ; from whence deep thondera ro«r» 

Mnat'ring their rage, and Hea^'n resembka Hellt 

A« he oar darkneaa^ cannot we his light 

Imitate when we fdease t This desert soil 170 

Wants not her hidden lustre, gems and gold \ 

Nor want we skill or art, from whence to raise 

Magnificence : and what can Hear'n shew more T 

Our torments also may in length of tim* 

Become our elements ; these piercing fires S7f 

As soft as now severe, our temper changed 

Into their temper ; which must needs remore 

The sensible of pain. All things invite 

To peaceful counsels, and the settled state 

Of order, how in safety best we may 9M 

Compose our present evils, with regard 

Of what we are and where, dismissing quite 

All thoughts of war. Ye htfre what I advise. 

He scarce had finish'd, when such murmur fill'd 
Th' assembly, as when hollow rocks retain S85 

The sound of blust'ring winds, which all night long 
Had roused the sea, now with hoarse cadence lull 
Seafaring men o'erwatch.'d, whose bark by chance 
Or pinnace anchors in a craggnr bay 
After the tempest. Such applause was heard 9M 
As Manunon ended, and his sentence pleased. 
Advising peace ; for such another field 
They dreaded worse than Hell : so much the fear 
Of thunder and the sword of Michatt 
Wrought still within them ; and no less desire S00 
To found this nether empire, which might rise 
By policy and long process of time. 
In emulation opposite to Heav'n : 
Which when BeSlzebub perceived, than whom, 
Satan except, none higher sat, with gprave 89t 

Asptet he rose, and in his rising seem'd 
A pillar of state : deep on his front engraren 
Deliberation sat and public care ; 

S7B. Sennit is osea w a subatsntlTe; a Grecian BMdi el 
enrcMion. 
tas. 77k«r« is sometimes read initead of MA«re. 
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And princely coonsel in hi» fac« yet diMMy 

Migestic chough in min : uge he stood, 86i 

With Atlantean sheulden lit to bear 

The weight of mightiest monarchiee; his look 

Drew audience and attention still as night 

Or summer's noon-tide air, while thus he spake : 

Throttes and Imperial Powem.Ofbpring'of UeaT'a . 
Ethereal Virtues ; or these titles now til 

Must we renounce, and changing style be caU'd 
Princes of Hell t for so the popular vote 
Inslines here to oontinne, and build up here 
A growing empire ; doubtless, while we dream, 815 
And know not that the King <tf Heav'n hath doom'd 
This idace our dungeon, not our safe retreat 
Bejrond his petent arm, to lire exempt 
From HeaT*n'8 high jurisdiction, in new league 
Banded against bis throne, but to remain SSt 

In strictest bondage, though thus far removed. 
Voter th' inevitable curb, reaenred 
His captive multitude : for he, be sure. 
In height or depth, still first and last wfll teign 
Sole King, and of his kingdom lose no part IM 

By our revolt ; but over Hell extend 
His empire, and with iron sceptre rule 
Us here, as with his golden those in Heav'n. 
What sit we then prqjectingt peace and wart 
War hath determined us, and foU'd with loss 8M 
Irreparable : terms of peace yet none 
Vouchsafed or sought : for what peace will be giv*!! 
To us enslaved, but custody severe. 
And stripes, and arbitrary punishment 
Inflicted? And what peace can we retam, Stf 

But to our power hostility and hate. 
Untamed reluctance, and revenge though slow, 
Tet ever plotting how the Conqn'ror least 
May reap his conquest, and may least rejoice 
In doing what we most in suffring feel t S«§ 

Nor will occasion want, nor shall we need 
With dang'rouif expedition to invade 
Heav'n, whose high walls fear no assault or siege. 



tan. Tbe tttm MCrytre, H vt alliHon in P*. U. 9. •ad the foUtm 
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Or amlmth from the deep. What if we And 
Some easier enterpnse t There is a place. Ml 

(If ancient and prophetic ftone in Heav'n 
Err not) another worid, die happy seat 
Of some new race call'd Man, about this tiiaft 
To be created like to us, though less 
In pow'r and excellence, but farour'd more • |0O 
Of Him who rules abore ; so was his will 
Pronounced among the Ciods, and by ai^ oath. 
That shook Heav'n's whole circumference, oonflrm'd. 
Thither let us bend all our thoughts, to learn 
What creatures there inhabit, of what m<uild S59 
Or substance, how endued, and what thetr pow'r. 
And where their t^eakness ; how attempted best» 
By force or subtlety. Though HeaVn b« shut. 
And Hear'n's high Arbitrator sit secure 
In his own strength, this place may lie exposed aot 
The utmost border of his kingdcmi, left 
To their defence who hold it. Here perhaps . 
Some advantageous act may be achieved 
By sudden onset, either with Hell fire 
To waste his whole creation, or possess MM 

All as our own, and drire, as we were drir'n. 
The puny habitants ; or if not drire. 
Seduce them to our party, that their God 
May prore their Foe, and with repenting hand 
Abolish his own works. This would surpass S79 
Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 
In our confusion, and our joy upraise 
In his disturbance ; when his darling sons, 
Hijorl'd headlong to partake with us, shall curso 
Their frail original and faded bliss, 9T9 

Faded so soon. Advise if this be worth 
Attempting, Or to sit in darkness here 
Hatching vain empires. Thus BeHsebnb 
Pleaded his devlish counsel, first devised 
By Satan, and in part proposed : fbr whence, 8M 
But from the andior of all ill, could spring 
So deep a malice, to confound the race 
Of mankind in one root, and Earth with Hell 
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To mingltt and inTolre, done all to fj^te 

The great Creator t But their ipite still aerrtf tU 

His glory to augment. The bold design 

Pleased highly those infernal States, and joy 

Sparkl^ in all their eyes. With lull assent 

They rote ; whereat his speech he thus renews : 

Well hare ye judged, well ended long debate, 8M 
Synod of Gods, and like to what ye are. 
Great things r<MoWed, which ftt>m the lowest deep 
Will once more lift ns up, in spite of fate. 
Nearer oar ancient seat ; perhaps in view 
Of those bright confines, whence with neighb'ring 

arma 30S 

And qpportone excursion, we may chance 
Re-enter HeaVn ; or else in some mild sone 
Dwell not nnrisited of Hear'n's fair li.^ht 
Secure, and at the bright*ning orient beam 
Purge off this j^loom : the soft delicious air, 400 

To heal the scar of these corrosive fires, [send 

Shall breathe her balm. But first, whom shall we 
In search of this new world ? whom shall we find 
Sufficient t who shall 'tempt with wand'ring feet 
The dark nnbottom'd infinite abyss, 405 

And through the palpable obscure find out 
His uncouth way, or spread his aery flight. 
Upborne with indefatigable wings 
Over the vast abrupt, ere he arrive 
The happy isle t What strength, what art, can then 
Suffice, or what evasion bear him safe 411 

Through the strict senteries and stations thick 
Of Angels watching round f Here he had need 
All circumspection, and we now no less 
Choice in our Buffnge ; for on whom we send, 414 
The weight of all and our last hope relies. 

This said, he sat ; and expectation held 
His look suspense, awaiting who appear'd 
To second or oppose, or undertake 
The perilous attempt : but all sate mute, 410 

Pond'ring the danger with deep thoughts ; and each 

400. Pmtpableobtmre: thl«isaDotiierliwtuic«sf MUton*tiiiiBg 
sdjectires io the stfoM of substandret. 

409 The earth U here called an Island In allnion to Its htnf. 
bt; in (he air. whi«h turrounds it like a tea. The word arrim 
asfc formerly frequently used without a preposition followiiif. 
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In other's countenance read hit own dismay 
Astonish'd. None azatong the choice and pfrime 
Of those Hear'n-warring champions could be found 
So hardy as to pro'ffer or accept 4U 

Alone the dreadful voyage ; till at last 
Satan, whom now transcendent glory raised 
Above his fellows, with monarchal pride, 
Coxtscious of highest worth, unmoved, thus spake : 

O Progeny of Heav'n, empyreal Thrones, 499 

With reason hath dee^ silence and demur 
Seized us, though undismay'd : loog is the way 
Xnd hard that out of Hell leads up to light ; 
Our prison strong ; this huge convex of fire. 
Outrageous to devour, immures us round "" 43S 
Ninefold, and gates of burning adamant 
Barred over ua prohibit all egress. 
These pass'd, if any pass, the void profound 
Of unessential Night receives him next 
Wide gaping, and with utter loss of being 4«i 

Threatens him, plunged in that abortive gulf. 
If thence he 'scape into whaterer world, 
Or unlukown region, what remains him less 
Than unknown dangers, and as hard escape f 
But I should ill become this throne, O Peers, 448 
And this imperial sov'reignty, adom'd 
With splendour, arm'd with pow'r, if aught propos'd 
And judged of public moment, in the shape 
Of difficulty or danger, could deter 
Me from attempting. Wherefore do I assume 4M 
These royalties, and not refuse to reign, . 
Refusing to accept as great a shsLre 
Of hazard as of honour ; due alike 
To him who reigns, and so much to him due 
Of hazard mOre, as he above the rest 455 

High honour'd sits ? Go, therefore, mighty Powers, 
Terror of Heav'n, though fall'n ; intend at home 
While here shall be our hoine, what best may ease 
The present misery, and render Hell 
More tolerable ; if there be cure or charm 4fli 

To respite, oi^ deceive, or slack the pain 

430. UneaMotial ; ditt it, void of 
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Of this ill mansion ; intermit no watch 

Against a wakeftd foe» while I abroad 

Through all the coasts of dark destmction, seek 

Deliy'rance for us all. This enterprise 468 

None shall partake with m«. Thos saying rose 

The Monarch, and prevented aS reply. 

Prudent, lest from his resolution raised. 

Others among the chief might offer now 

(Certain to be refused) what erst they fear'ds 476 

And so refused might in opinion stand 

His rivals, winniijg cheap the high repute 

Which he through haxard huge mast earn. But Huj 

Dreaded not more th' adventure than his Toioe 

Forbidding ; and at once with him they rose ; ^5 

Their rising all at once was as the sound 

Of thunder heard remote. Tow'rds him they bold 

With awful rey'rence prone ; and as a (Sod 

Extol him equal to the High'st in Hear'n : 

Nor fail'd they tn express how much they praised, 4M 

That for,the ^en'ral si»f<»ty he demised 

His own : for neither do the Spirits damn'd 

Lose all their virtue : lest bad men should boast 

Their specious deeds on earth, which glory excites, 

Or close ambition, vamish'd o'er with xeaL 489 

Thus they their doubtful consultations dark 

Ended, rejoicing in their matchless chief: 

As when from mountain-tops the dusky clouds 

Ascending, while the north wind sleeps, o'erspread 

Heav'n's cheerful face, the low'ring element 490 

Scowls o'er the darken'd^landskip snow, or show'r ; 

If chance the radiant Sun with farewell sweet 

Extend his ev'ning beam, the i&elds revive. 

The birds their notes renew, and bleating herds 

Attest their joy, that hill and valley rings. 409 

48S. Milton Intimates sbove, that the fsllen and defraded state 
of man or his indiTidnal vice is not at all disproved by some ui 
hia external actions not appearinf totally base. The commenta- 
tors should h*\t observed, in expialninf this passage, that the 
whole erand niv«tfry on which the poem depend* is the Arst 
fesrfnl spiritoal alienati<>n of Satan from God, the only fountain 
or troth and all real posiilve good ; and Oat when dms aeparated, 
whether the spirit be that of mas or devil, it mav perform 
sctiona fair In appearance bat not essentialij food, becsoM 
iprlBffisg fhNB Bo teed principle of good. 
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O shaiue to men I Deril with Deril danm'd 

Firm concord holda, men only disag^rett 

Of creatures rational, though under hope 

Of hear'nly grace : and God proclaiming ] 

Yet live in hatred, enmity, and strife M0 

Among themselves, and levy qruel wars. 

Wasting the earth, each other to destroy ; 

As if (which might induce us to accord) 

Man had not hellish foes enough besides. 

That day and nig^t for his destruction wait. ff05 

The Stygian council thus dissolved ; and fortti 
In order came the grand infernal peers : 
'Midst came their mighty Paramount, and seem'd 
Alone th' antagonist of HeaT'n, nor less 
Than Hell's dread emperor with pomp supreme, 8M 
And God-like imitated state ; him round 
A globe of fiery Seraphim inclosed 
With bright emblasonry, and horrent arms. 
Then of their session ended they bid cry 
With trumpets regal sound the great result: 51A 
Tow'rds the four winds four speedy Cherubim 
Put to their mouths the sounding alchemy 
By heralds' voice explain'd ; the hollow abyss 
Heard far and wide, and all the host of Hell 
With deafning shout retum'd them loud acclaim. 590 
Thence more at ease their minds, and some whafraised 
By false presumptuous hope, the ranged Pow'ri 
Disband, and wand'ring, each his sev'ral way 
Pursues, as inclination or sad choice 
Leads him perplex'd, where he may likeliest find 5SS 
Truce to his restless thoughts, and entertain 
The irksome hours till his great chief return. 
Part on the plahi, or in the air sublime, 

496. It has been well olMenred, that an allusion to probably 
ade here to the trouble«l chararter of the times In wUeh tiie 
Hired. 



Sii. Arlobe, or a battalion surroundinir bim in a circle.— See 
Vlrgftl, ^n. X. 373. 

SI3. Horrent, rou^h and sharp. This e|Hthet I imagine to 
have considerable force, bpdtURe it inipiins the dense and com 
nact cleaenesB of the globe of spiriu surrounding Saun. Tb« 
amw were horrent, because standing out lilte a boar's bristlts 
from thto flery body. 

SIT. Alchemy, a very 6ne metonymy for the trumpets. 

ftSS. The occupations of the fallen spirlta are conceived in Iht 
jigtaesl stnlo both of poetry and philosophy. 
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Upon the wing, or in swift race contend, 

Ab at th' Olympian games or Pythian fields ; SM 

Part ctirb their fiery steeds, or shun the goal 

With rapid wheels, or fronted brigades fonn« 

As when to warn proud cities war appears 

Waged in the troubled sky, knd armies rush 

To battle in the clouds, before each ran 589 

Prick forth the airy knights,, and couch their speaxi 

Till thickest legions close ; witti feats of arms 

From either end of Hear'n the welkin bums. 

Others, with rast Typhoean rage more fell. 

Rend up both rocks and hills, and ride the air 540 

In whirlwind ; HeU scarce holds the wild uproar. 

As when Alcides, from Oechalia crown'd 

With conquest, felt th* enrenom'd robe, and tore 

Throngn pain up by the roots, Thessalian pines« 

And Lichas from the top of Oeta threw 545 

Into th' Euboic soa. Others more mild, 

Retreated in a silent ralley, sing 

With notes angelical to many a harp 

Their own heroic deeds and hapless fall 

By doom of battle ; and complain that Fate 5f • 

Free virtue should inthrall to force or chance. 

Their song was partial, but the harmony 

(What cocdd it less when Spirits immortal sing f) 

Suspended Hell, and took with raTishment 

The thronging audience. In discourse more sweet 555 

(For eloquence the soul, song charms the sense) 

Others apart sat on a hill retired. 

In thoughts more elevate, and reason'd high 

Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate, 

Pix'd fate, free-will, foreknowledge absolute, 5M 

And found no end, in wand'ring mazes lost. 

Of good and eyil much they argued then. 

Of happiness and final misery, 

SJ01. Tj'jjhrKon^-Tjfih^na vua one of the piml* wKo wrad 
ijrmiDlt tif nvun. 

iAS. Mcidc*^Ht<rcuJe^» bq Daiufd TrDifn his KcicdtDi' AlcEst 
Tbfl &t]i4idoq hcrt tnidt ift fMPlt^Br I" fVirry rw4<!r. 

JUS. It tiBK tMrfii obfjTTeilj thai Mdifln tiM here ihewp ige 
uperlorltT of <l]»CrLnr^ [in.l rckMJilJnf? to lonp. I hi? aitiTvto who 
r3«-in »rs an a IsSLI ; Ihnic who •(njr are Ih l Ti|]k'5f^— Bat it 
^twillil hiVtf \>^n olHi^nrcd, anliC iiiraetJlne+ that »ii ftnly wbfia 
ionir it, wtisl Milrnn Cull* yarti^f, or mnjii*cit to wlflih or UB- 
hUiouw tli^Diet, itmi It 1* tTiui infrriir In, or duerept rroEu Uijli 
pbtiiMDfdif. 
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Paarion and ftpathy, glory and shamtf. 

Tain wisdom all, and false philosophy : fQi 

Tet with a pleasing sorcery could charm 

Pain for a while, or anguish, and excite 

Fallacious hope, or arm th' obdured breast 

With stubborn patience as with triple steel. 

Another part in squadrons and gross bands, 870 

On bold adrenture to dixiOTer wide 

That dismal world, if any clime perhaps 

Might yield them easier habitation, bend 

Four ways their flying march, along the banlu 

Of four infernal rirers, that disgorge STi 

Into the burning lake their baleful streams ; 

Abhorred Styx, the flood of deadly hate ; 

Sad Acheron of sorrow, black and deep; 

Cocytus, named of lamentation loud 

Heard on the rueful streun ; fierce Phlegethon, MO 

Whose wares of torrent fire inflame with rage. 

Far off from these a slow and silent stream, • 

Lethe, the rirer of oblivion, rolls 

Her wat'ry labyrinth ; whereof who drinks. 

Forthwith his former state and being forgets, MA 

Forgets both joy and g^rief, pleasure and pain. 

Beyond this flood a frosen continent 

Lies dark and wild, beat with perpetual storms 

Of whirlwind and dire hail, which on firm land 

Thaws not, but gathers heap, and ruin seems 500 

Of ancient pile ; all else deep snow and ioe 

A gulf profound as that Serbcmian bog 

Betwixt Damiata and Mount Cadus old. 

Where armies whole have sunk: the parching air 

Bums firore, and cold performs th' effect of fire. 605 

Thither, by harpy-footed fiaries haled, 

STf. Stilton {ahowM the Gtccki Itv this deHTlptJ^^n i^t I>jp In^ 
fcrnal tiv^rt'y bnL, u tia-aa}, Im^iTttvv* Upon Itit I'lutlcal [\ira, 1m 
hi- rtaprcKtitH Umui ju fntpTyiii^ [hi'ituefvi^ lutv » vui anil fearriiJ 

AclteroPt Htnrin^ wilti poJn' Cnc^tiH, IvBemmlnD ^ Ptitttf^tUaD^ 
^ratnr, Kbd LethT^ rnriFi:<tratii:sii 

lfi%. fiertiaiili ^rm a. Ltiki' tmn hitntTred Turlrtn^i loMg', iimj oat 
l^iMAiHl muniJt lirtwi'<e» Hount CiuIih and Uambmi ■ dt^ \o 

I^WktaniirJRf hlklip « ]iol lo be ililt[inB^iEl»lml froni lUe JaihI. — 
iv HrAHi. f. 3. And LiltJii^ tUk. iJt. 
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At oertoin reTolutioiM, all the dmmn'd 

Are brought ; and feel by tonu the bitter c 

Of fierce extremes, extremes by change more tinc€. 

From beds of raging fire to starre in ice 4100 

Their soft ethereal warmth, And there to pine 

Immoveable, infix'd, and frozen ronnd. 

Periods of time, thence harried back to fire. 

They ferry over this Lethean sound 

Both to and fro, their sorrow to augment, iti 

And wish and struggle, as they pass, to reach 

The tempting stream, with one small drop to lose 

In sweet forgetfolness all pain and woe. 

All in one moment, and so near the brink ; 

fiut Fate withstands,' and to oppose th' attempt OM 

Medusa with Goigonian terror guards 

The ford, and of itself the water flies 

All taste of living wight, as once it fled 

The lip of Tantalus. Thus roving on 

In confused mar^h forlorn, th'advent'rous bands Olff 

With shudd'ring horror pale, and eyes i^hast, 

Viewed first their lamentable lot, and found 

No rest. Through many a dark and dreary rale 

They pass'd, and many a region dolorous. 

O'er many a frozen, many a fitfry Alp, 1M 

Rocks, caves, lakes, fens, bogs, dens, and shades ol 



A uniTerse of death, which Crod by curse 

Created evil, for ctU only good. 

Where M. life dies, death lires, and nature breeds, 

Penrerse, all monstrous, all prodigious things, (US 

Abominable, inutterable, and worse 

Than fables yet hare feigrn'd, or fear conceired, 

CSorgons and Hydras, and Chimseras dire. 

Meanwhile the adversary' of God and Man, 
Satan, with thoughts inflamed of high'st design, 0W 
Puts on swift wings, and tow'rds the grates of' Hell 
Explores his solitary flight. Sometimes 
He scours the right hand coast, sometimes the leH^ 
Now shares with level wing the deep, then soars 
Up to the fiery concave tow'ring high. 835 

flOS. See Job xxlv. In the Vslnte trandMlon«-Sce alM Shib- 
•pesrs Mtoiure for Measure, Act ill. 

•ti. Jiedaw, eae of the Gorfoo monsten. 



BOOK II. 49 

As when far off at lea a fleet deaery'd 
Hanga in the clonda, by equinoctial wind* 
Close aailing from Ben^a» or the isles 
Of Temate and Tidore, whence merchanti brisf 
Their spicy drugs ; they on the trading- flood M0 
Through the wide Ethiopian to the Cape 
Ply stemming nightly towVd the pole. So seem'd 
Far off the flying Fiend : at last appear 
Hell bounds, high reaching to the horrid roof, 
.And thrice threefold the gates ; three folds were brass. 
Three iron, three of adamantine rock, 040 

Impenetrable, impaled with circling fire. 
Yet nnoonsumed. Before the g^tes there sat 
On either side a formidable shape ; 
The one seem'd woman to the waist, and fair, 050 
But ended foul in many a scaly fold 
Voluminous and Tast, a serpent arm'd 
With mortal sting : about her middle round 
A cry of Hell-hounds nerer ceasing, bark'd 
With wide Cerberean mouths full loud, and rung 050 
A hideous peal : yet, when they list, would creep. 
If aught disturb'd their noise, into her womb, 
And kennel there, yet there still bark'd and howl'd. 
Within unseen. Far leas abhorr'd than these 
Yex'd Scylla, bathing in the sea that parts 000 

Calabria ftt>m the hoarse Trinacrian shore ; 
Nor uglier follow the night-hag, when call'd 
In secret, riding througrh the air she comes. 
Lured with the smell of i.ifant blood, to dance 

•as. A noble oomiwriton. Bat Dr. Bentlev aaks why would not 
•ne ship do w well m a feet ! It has been answered, that many 
•hiiis are a more noDle ifare rhan one. This, however, is only 
the case when so seen at a distance, that they may sppear as one 
mild, darlt, and sublime ottject. Temate and Tidore are two ol 
tbe Molucca Islands. 

S48. This is one of the meat rablime passafes in. the poem. 
Addison Is fenerally ingenious in his criticisnis, but not elevated, 
and when he objected to Milton's having introduced an allegory 
he shews that he was incapable of entering into the uiarniAcent 
inceptions of his author. Sin and Death are not allegoricaC 



oeings in Paradise Lost ; but real and active existences. They 
would have been allegorical, speaking or contending among men, 
but are not so in an abode or spirits, and addressing th* Priuet 



ofdarhneu, see James i. •<>. 

Ml. Calabria, the extreme part of Italy towards the 
ranean. Trinacria, an ancient name of Sidl? . 
D9 
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With Laplaiid witches, while the lab'riag moon flW 

EdipMS at their charms. The other shape. 

If shape it might be^iall'd that shape had none 

Distingoishable in member, joint, or limb. 

Or substance might be call'd thi^ shadow seem'd. 

For each seem'd either; black it stood as Night, 670 

Fierce as ten Furies, terrfble as HeU, 

And shook a dreadful dart. What seem'd his head 

The likeness of a kingly crown had on. 

Satan was now at hand, and from his seat. 

The monster moring onward, came as fast 675 

With horrid strides, Hell trembled as he strode. 

Th' undaunted Fiend what this might be admired — 

Admired, not fear'd : God and his Son except. 

Created thing nought valued he nor shunn'd ; 

And with disdainful look thus first began : 680 

Whence and what art thou, execrable shape. 
That darest, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy miscreated front athwart my way 
To yonder gates T Through them 1 mean to pass. 
That be assured, without leave ask'd of thee : 6B5 
Retire or taste thy foUy, and learn by proof, 
Hell-bom, not to contend with Spirits of Hear'n. 

To whom the goblin full of wrath reply'd. 
Art thou that traitor Angel, art thou He, 
Who first broke peace in Heav'n and faith, till then 
Unbroken, and in proud rebellions arms 691 

Drfw after him the third part of Heav'n's sons, 
ConjAred against the High'st, fur which both thou 
And they, outcast from God, are here condemn'd 
To waste eternal days in woe and pain T 609 

And reckon'st thou thyself with Sj^rits of Heav'n, 
Hell-doom'd, and breath'st defiance here and scorn 
Where I reig^ king, and to enrage thee more, 
Thy king and lord t Back to thy punishment. 
False fugitive, and to thy speed add wings, 7M 

6U. It WM formerly believed tbat the noon might be tffecled 
by Incantations. 

6M. See Spen«er, Paerp itueen. Book vtt. C 7. 48. 

078. The word except i> here med with the nmc lstittHl« ss but 
m ver. 333. 336. 

093. Conjorwl, trom Oe Latia eonfurare, to coiwpire or lcs(a» 
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Left wkOk a whip of soorpiont I pwmie 
Thy ling^xing, or with one ftroke of thif dart 
Strange horror aeise thee» and pangi unfelt befrae. 

So spake the grisly teiror, and in shape. 
So speaking, and so threat'ning, grew tenfold 7M 
More dreadful and defbrm. On th' other side* 
Incensed with indignation, Satan stood 
Vnterrify'd, and like a oomet bum'd. 
That fires the length of Ophiuchos huge 
In th* arctic sky, and from his horrid hair 7M 

Shakes pestilence and war. Each at the head 
Levell'd his deadly aim ; their fatal hands 
No seccmd stroke intend, and such a frown 
Each cast at th' other, as when two black ckrads, 
WithHeaT'n's artill'ry fraught, come rattling on Tlf 
Oyer the Caspian ; then stand front to front 
Hor'ring a q»ace, till winds the signal blow 
To join their dark encounter in mid-air. 
So frown'd the mighty cmnbatants, that Hell 
Grew darker at their frown, so mateh'd they stood : 
For nerer but once more was either like 721 

To meet so great a foe : and now gnreat deeds 
Had been achieved, whereof all Hell had rung, 
Had not the snaky sorceress that sat 
Fast by HeU gate, and kept the fatal key, 7S9 

Ris'n, and with hideous outcry rush'd between. 

O Father, what intends thy hand, she cry'd, 
Against thy only Son t What fury, O Son, 
Possesses thee to bend that mortal dart 
Against thy Father's head t and know'st for whomt 
For Him who sits iCbore and laughs the while 731- 
At thee ordain'd his drudge, to execute 
Whate'er his wrath, which he calls justice, bids: 
His wrath, which one day will destroy ye both. 

She spake, and at her words the hellish pest 735 
Forbore ; then these to her Satan retum'd. 

So Strang^ thy outcry, and thy words so straagt 
Thou interposest, that my sudden hand 
Preventad, spares to tell thee yet by deeds 
What it intends, till first I know of thee, 7M 

Toe. Ophlucbus, or Serpenttriot, a northern consteliatiea* 
lit. The Camtan was notioed for bdng tenqwituoas. 
ttt. Jeni« Curiat to heremeanu 
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What thing thou art, thiu donble-form'd, and wky 
In this infernal rale first met thou call'st * 
Me Father, and that phantasm caU'st my Son i 

1 know thee not, nor erer saw till now 

Si|^ more detestable than him and thee. 741 

T* whom thus the portress of Hell gate reply'd : 
Bast thou fwgot me then, and do I seem 
Now in thine eyes so fool t once deem'd so fair 
In Ueay'n, tiAian at ti>' assembly, and in sight 
Of all the Seraphim with thee combined 7M 

In bold conspiracy against fiear'n's King, 
All on a sadden miserable pain 
Surprised thee, dim Aine eyes, and dixzy swam 
In cartjiess, while thy head flames thick and fast 
Threw forth, till on the left side op'ning wide, 758 
Likast to thee in shape and count'nance bright. 
Then shining hear'nly fair, a Goddess arm'd 
Out of thy head I sprang ; amasement seised 
An th' host of HeaT'n ; back they recoil'd, afraid 
At first, and call'd me Sin, and for a sign 7M 

Portentous held me ; but familiar grown 
I pleased, and with attractive graces won 
The most averse, the« chiefly, who full oft 
Thyself in me thy perfect imag^ viewing 
Becam'st enamour'd, and such j^y thou took'st 78S 
With me in secret, that my womb conceived 
A growing burthen. Meanwhile war arose, 
And fields were fought in Heav'n ; wherein remain'd 
(For what could else T) to our Almighty Foe 
Clear victory ; to our part loss and rout TT§ 

Through all the empyreaai. Down they fell, 
Driv^ headlong from the pitch of Heav'n, down 
Into this deep, and in the general fall 
I also ; at which time this powerfcd key 
Into my hand was giv'n, with charge to keep 77S 
These gates for ever shut ; which none can pass 
Without my op'ning. Pensive here I sat 
Alone ; but long I sat not, till my womb 
Pregnant by thee, and now excessive grown. 
Prodigious motion felt and rueful throes. 7M 

At last tliis odious offspring whom thou seest 
758. TliH H linlmU'l fn>ro Hie finhologlcsl fiMo of Mlnenrt 
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Thine own begotten, breaking yiolent w»y, 

Tore through my entrails, that with fear and pain 

Distorted, all my nether shape thus grew 

Transform'd : bnt he my inbred enemy rsfi 

Forth issued, brandishing his iktal dart. 

Made to destroy. I fled, and cry'd out Dkatb ; 

Hell trembled at the hideous name, and sigh'd 

From all her caves, and back resounded Death. 

I fled, but he pursued (though more, it seems, 700 

Inflamed with lust than rage), and swifter far. 

Me overtook his mother aH dismay'd. 

And in embraces forcible and foul 

Ingend'ring with me, of that rape begot 

These yelling monsters, that with ceaseleA ery 705 

Surround me, as thou saw'st, hourly conceived 

And hourly bom, with sorrow infinite 

To me ; for when they list, into the womb 

That bred them they return, and howl and gnaw 

My bowels, their repast; then bursting forth 800 

Afresh with conscious terrors vex m^ round. 

That rest or intermission none I find. 

Before mine eyes in opposition sits 

Grim Death, my son and foe, who sets them on. 

And me, his parent, would fiill soon devour 605 

For want of other prey, but that he knows 

His ^nd with mine involved; and knows that I 

Should prove a bitter morsel, and his bane. 

Whenever that shall be. So Fate pronouuced. 

But thou, O Father, I forewarn thee, shun 810 

His deadly arrow ; neither vainly hope 

To be invulnerable in those bright arms. 

Though temper'd heav'nly, for that mortal dint. 

Save He who reigns above, none can resist. 

She finish 'd, and the subtle Fiend his lore 815 
Soon leam'd, now milder, and thiis answer'd smooth. 
Dear Daughter, since thou claim'st me for thy sire. 
And my fair son here show'stme, the dear pledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in Heav'n, and joys 
Then sweet, now sad to mention, through dire change 
Befall'n us unforeseen, nnthought of ; know 031 
I come no enemy, bat to set free 
Wnm out this dark and dismal house of pain 
780.8eeVirKU»£ii.U.S9. 
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Botii bim «nd tllee, and all the hear'nly lioat 

Of l^irits, that in our just pretences arm'd 8tt 

Fell with «• from on high : from them I g^ 

Thia uncouth errand sole, and one tar all 

Myself expose, with lonely steps to tread 

Th' unfounded deep, and through the Toid immense 

To search with wand'ring quest a place foretold 830 

Should be, and, by concurring signs, ere now 

Created rast and round, a place of bliss 

In the purlieus of Heav'n, and* therein placed 

A race of upstart creatures to supply 

Perhaps our vacant room, though more removed, 839 

Lest Ueav'n surchurged with potent multitude 

Might hap to move new broils : Be this or aught 

Than tikis more secret now designed. I haste 

To know, and this once known, shall soon return. 

And bring ye to the place where thou and Death 84C 

Shan dwell at ease, and up and down unseen 

Wing silently the buxom air, embalm'd 

With odours : there ye shall be fed and fill'd 

Immeasurably, all things shall be your prey. 

He ceased,forbothseem'd highlypl eased; and Death 
Grinn'd horrible a ghastly smile, to hear U4d 

His famine should be fill'd, anil blest his maw • 
Destined to that good hour : no less rejoiced 
His mother bad, and thus bespake her sire : 

The key of this infernal pit by due, 850 

And by command of Heav'n's all-pow'rful King, 
I keep, by him forbidden to unlock 
These adamantine gates ; against all force 
Death ready stands to interpose his dart, 
Feaiiess to be o'ermatch'd by living might. 855 

But what owe I to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thrust me down 
Into this gloom of Tartarus profound. 
To sit in hateful office here confined. 
Inhabitant of Heav'A, and heav'nly bom« 800 

Here in perpetual agony and pain. 
With terrors and with clamours compass'd round 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feedt 

U% Buxom; not w Newton woaM interpret it, flexible or 
▼ieldinir, but cheerful or inn>irinff cbetffalneM by the odouri 
utd miMie with which it is filled. 
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Than mrt ny father, thon my aQthov» tlioa 
My being gr^^'Bt me ; whom shooid I obey M5 

But thee, whom follow ? thou wilt bring me eo^n 
To that new world of light and bttta, among 
The Gods who live at eaae, where I shall reign 
At thy right hand Tolnptootis, as beseems 
Thy daughter and thy darling, without end. 870 

Th«s saying, firom her side the fatal key. 
Sad instmment of all our woe, she took ; 
And tow'rds the gaite rolling her bestial train* 
Forthwith the huge portcullis high np-drew. 
Which but herself, not all the Stygian pow'rs S7S 
Could once have moved ; then in the keyhole turns 
Th' intricate wards, and er'ry Ixdt and bar 
Of massy iron or solid rock with ease 
Unfastens. On a sudden open fly 
With impetuous recoil and jarring sound 880 

Th' infernal doors, and on their hinges grate 
Harsh thunder, that the lowest bottom shook 
Of Erebus. She open'd ; but to shut 
Excell'd her pow'r : the gates wide open stood, 
That with extended wings a banner'd host 885 

Under spread ensigns marching might pass through 
With horse and chariots rank'd in loose array ; 
So wide they stood, and like a furnace mouth 
Cast forth redounding smoke and ruddy flame. 
Before ttieir eyes in sudden view appear 890 

The secrets of the hoary deep, a dark 
Illimitable ocean, without bound. 
Without dimension,where length,breadth,and highth. 
And timer and place, are lost; where eldest Night 
And Chaos, ancestors of Nature, hold 805 

Eternal anarchy, amidst the noise 
Of endless wars, and by confusion stand. 
For hot, cold, moist, and dry, four champions fierce 
Strive here for mast'ry, and tc battle.bring 
Their embrynn atoms ; they around the flag 800 

Of each his faction, in their sev'ral clans. 
Light-arm 'd or heavy, sharp, smooth, swift, or slow. 
Swarm populous, unnumber'd as the sands 
Of Barca or Gyrene's torrid soil, 
Levyd p> side with warring winds, and poke 005 

904. Barca sod Cyrene were t city and province of Ljrbia. 
F 
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Their lighter wing-s. To whom theie moet adh«re. 

He rules a moment Chaoe umpire sits, 

And by decision moi e embroils the fray 

By which he retfrns : next him hit^h arbiter 

Chance governs all. Into thij> wild abyss, OM 

The womb of Nature, and perhajw her grare, 

Of neither sea, nor shore, nor air, nor fire, 

But ail these in their pnregnant causes mix'd 

Confus'dly, and which thus must ever fight. 

Unless th' Almighty Maker them ordain 91A 

His dark materials to create more worlds ; 

Into this wild abyss the wary Fiend 

Stood on the brink of Hell and look'd a while, 

Pond'rinsr his toyage ; for no narrow frith 

He had to cross. Nor was his ear less peal*d 020 

With noises loud and ruinous (to compare 

Great things with small) than when Bellona storms 

With all her batt'ring engines bent, to rase 

Some capital city ; or less than it this frame 

Of Hray'n were falling, and these elementa 9S5 

In mutiny had from her axle torn 

The sted fast earth. At last his sail -broad vans 

He spreads for flight, and in the surging Maoke 

Uplifted spurns the ground ; thence many a leagrne. 

As in a cloudy chair, ascending rides OSi 

Audacious ; but that seat soon failing, meets 

A vast vacuity : all unawares 

Flutt'ring his pennons vain, plumb down he drope 

Ten thousand fathom deep, and to thi^ hour 

Down had been falling, had not by ill chance, 931 

The strong rebuff of some tumultuous cloud. 

Instinct with fire and nitre, hurried him 

As many miles aloft : that fury stay'd, 

Qnench'd in a boggnr Syrtis, neither sea. 

Nor good dry land : nigh founder'd on he fiiref, Mt 

Treading the crude consistence, half on fboC, 

Half flying ; behoves him now both oar and sail. 

Ab when a gryphon through the wildemess 

MS. PenntmSf commonly speU pinioM. 
941. There to much in thk deMriptton limitar to tiist la 
of the dragon. 



943. A gryphoA to t Mraloot crestnre nid to urusrd cold xmiwm, 
in Its npper purt it was lilce so eagle, in its lower Uke % lioa. 
The Arimatpimtu were a oneneyed people of Scjthla. 
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With winged coarse, o'er hill or moory dale* 
Pursues tlie Arimai^ian, who by stealth 945 

Had Arom his wakeful custody^ purloin'd 
The guarded gold : so eagerly the Fiend [rar«^ 

O'er bog, or steep, through strait, rough, dense, or 
With head, hands, wings, or feet pursues his way, 
And swims, or sinks, or wades, or creeps, or flies : 
At length a universal hubbub wild 031 

Of stunning sounds and roices all confused. 
Borne through the hollow dark, assaults his ear 
With loudest rehemence : thither he plies, 
tJndaunted to meet there whaterer Pow'r 055 

Or Spirit of the nethermost abyss 
Might in that noise reside, -of whom to ask 
Which way the nearest coast of darkness lies 
Bord'ring on light; when strait behold the throne 
Of Chaos, and his dark pavilion spread 060 

Wide on the wasteful deep ; with him enthroned 
Sat sable-vested Night, eldest of things, 
The consort of his reign ; and by them stood 
Orcus and Ades, and the dreaded name 
Of Demogoi^on ; Rumour next and Chance, 00& 
And Tumult and Confusion, all embroil'd, 
And Discord, -with a thousand various mouths. 

T' whom Satan turning boldly, thus : Ye Pow'rt 
And Spirits of this nethermost abyss. 
Chaos and ancient Night, I come no spy, 070 

With pmrpose to explore or to disturb 
The secrets of your realm, but by constraint 
Wand'ring this darksome desert, as my way 
Lies through your spacioos empire up to light. 
Alone, and without guide, half lost, I seek 075 

What readiest path leads where your gloomy bounds 
Confine with Heaven ; or if some other place 
From your dominion won, th' ethereal King 
Possesses lately, thither to arrive 
I travel this profound ; direct my course ; 960 

Directed no mean recompense it brings 
To your behoof, if I that region lost, 
AH usurpation thence exi>ellM, reduce 

904. Orcut or Pluto, m called bjr the tndenlk Ade$ may be 
taken for any dark place. 

985. A deity amonsr the andents whoM name they tuppoMd 
capable of producing' the moat terrible effectk. 
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To her original darkness and your sway 
(Which is my present Journey), and once moie MS 
Brect the standard there of ancient Night ; 
Toots be th' adrantage all, mine the rerenge. 

Thus Satan ; and him thus the Anarch old, 
With faolf ring speech and Tisage incomposed, 
Answer'd : I know thee, stranger, who thou art; 09t 
That mighty leading Angel, who of late 
Made head ag^ainst Hear'n's King, though orer- 

thrown. 
I saw and heard ; for such a nnm'rous hont 
Fled not in silence through the frighted deep 
With r«ln upon ruin, rout on rout, QOS 

Confusion worse confounded ; and Hear'n g^tes 
Ponr'd out by millions her rictorious bands 
Pursuing. I upon my frontiers here 
Keep residence ; if all I can will serre 
That little which is left so to defend, 1000 

Bncroach'd on still through your intestine broils. 
Weakening the sceptre of old Night: first Hell 
Your dungeon stretching far and wide beneath ; 
Now lately Hear'n and Earth, another world. 
Hung o'er my realm, link'd in a golden chain 1005 
To that side Hear'n from whence your legions fell : 
If, that way be your walk, youlaare not far; 
So much the nearer danger; go and 8]>eed; 
Hayock, and spoil, and ruin, are my gain. 

He ceased, and Satan stay'd not to reply ; 1010 
But glad that now his sea should find a Acre, 
With fresh alacrity and force renew'd. 
Springs upward like a pyramid of fire 
Into tbe wild expanse, and flirough the shook 
Of fighting elements, on all sides round lOIS 

Bnriron'd, wins his way ; harder beset 
And more endanger'd than when Arg^ pass'd 
Through Bosphorus, betwixt the jusOing rocks ; 
Of when Ulysses on the larboard shunn'd 

1006. Homer mentloiu t golden chain by which Jnptter coaM 
draw up ttie earth, &c.— See Iliad, book 8. ... v. 

1011. A metaphor to express his satisfaction at concluding: his 
Joomey. 

1017. Argo was the ship in which Jason and his companions 
sailed to Colchis, in search of tiie rolden fleece. Jiosptionutu the 
naa.e of the Straits of Constantinople, or the channel of tlie 
BtackSea. 
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Charybdia, and by th' other whiripool atear'd. 1M0 

So he with difficulty and labour hard 

Ifofred on, with difficulty and labour he ; 

But he once past, aoou after when man fell» 

Strange alteration! Sin and Death amain 

Following hill track, mch was the will of HeaVn, 

Pared after him a broad and beaten way lOSO 

Orer the dark abyss, whose boiling gulf 

Tamely endured a bridge of wondrous length 

From Hell continued reaching th' utmost orb 

Of this fvail world ; by which the Spirits perrerse 

With easy intercourse pass to and fro, 1031 

To tempt or punish mortals, except whom 

God and g^ood Angels gruard by sjiecial grace. 

But now at last the sacred influence 

Of light appears, and from the walls of Heay'n 1035 

Shoots far into the bosom of dim Night 

A glimm'ring dawn. Here Nature first begins 

Her farthest verge, a6d Chaos to retire 

As from her outmost works a broken foe 

With tumult less, and with less hostile din, 1040 

That Satan with less toil, and now with ease, 

Wafts on the calmer wave by dubious light. 

And like a weather-beaten vessel holds 

Gladly the port, though shrouds and tackle torn ; 

Or in the emptier waste, resembling air, 1045 

Weighs his spread wings, at leisure to behold 

Far off th' empyreal Hear'n, extended wide 

In circiAt, undetermined square or round. 

With opal tow'rs and battlements adorn 'd 

Of liying sapphire, once his native scat ; 1050 

And fast by hanging in a golden chain 

This pendent world, in bigness as a star 

Of smallest magrnitude close by the moon. 

Tbither fiill fraught with mischievous revenge, 

Accursed, and in a cursed hour he hies. 1055 

ItM. Otaryhdiif t dsngerou* part of the tea between Mnrins 
and Italy. 

1M3. Dr. Bentley ttippoNe* eleren lines to be inverted here by 
the Editor of Milton ; but if the paware be examined, it will be 
flcen ther cannot be an interpolation. His strongest objcotton Is, 
that the britige is described avain in Book X. 

IMS* Bt the pendent world is meant the whole new creatiop 
of neaven and earth. See Terse I OM. 
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find, iltdu^ Dii liii tlinniit;, e>m ^^^^E^ck j!>liif iHiwnnJii Um vr«rlA, 
Ibnu Qrwlf crt^k-d ; timww iilm to tine ^im who linl a| hit rlfht 
band ; foricli U* ibe »iiCCciB4f ^tap 1 n pf- nrrrLLh^ uiuiikLALJ ; cJein 



Man fn^ tikti lib In eittui^h lo h^vc wIiImEuoO h\s Ltiupler; ^f 
' ^ckiFKi hu (rafiJOM! of ifT'icc Lol^unW 1ilLiip iti ftr^rd lie feil not 
«if hii Dva nuLlict, u dM ^lau, bul lijf l^klil wdikvct- Hieiku 

' '" ' " Ulu manLfi^lftlian at bH 

i3<l B^ii deciwia, t)m 
frilbiul tliF mliafvlioii 
^i^^w fir find bf wvti^ 
ila MWti«i dtsmli^ ti) 



«r O^il nctHlrm ]>rttJtia I/) I;iJh> Vtbwi fDr tJti.- manLfi^lKlian df tin 
giwloy* \7Uf\iatt |Hjwurd4 ^Iin; t>lit G<3<1 B^ii dec:ltre«, t)m 
gmei* caiiMul Ik le^t^itdcil iowu\l» Alan nllJbiul tlir ^kliafvlioB 
of eIItIde ;iullc« ; Man lulti nS'eaded IJ^e Mi^ ^l|fl f Bud hy p ' 
Id^ In ^Sodbtfod, Sitil Eiivnrfori.-, with oil kla pMHtiti disnili 
dcmlb, in tiki dlCj kink-H hHiw ojit d n ^ fwilHl tflm'lrni In SlWWcr 
far Ills nlTrckCfit ttf) Uihlesriirn hm iihiiMjuisivE- 'fhe ^ei ^r C3od 
tntij uffei* hliiu4;L'' A rubMini for Wisi i the fHihiT uf«pt» Itlnt, 
Qrdiilnb|LUlnrvnuijoa,;^roiii^unL"es ]iU mLwinn a^viL''!iii iiiiiiDe* 
ip tilt4>?n Bj^ l^rth; coiammindB a|| the Aiiin. J" l'^ adittp him; 
I^T i^ljiiji Kud hjrlniiltir [d [heir hariJit la Tall dviu', i-c^l^fsti die 
FathEn- m.bA die l>oi1« ^if AuWbJk t^bit tllivli[» 'i^i'li cl.^- h:irt' .on- 
wio/ thli world'* @!iii:rE3ii»at orb t wlH!rt vhtiklvrH^ic 1^ Hivi findi 
a pimicii, olEtctt ra^tft) Uj^ Uu^ dT V'»iiU;p : what wrMJni' ftlkd 
tklliij^ rfj U|.i ttLlHiterL tltence cnm^ U> Uie sale of HoTitiip de~ 
sdlitml «#CM^d]ikf bf hlaipf, Sod Uii! wmun ikbovt iI(e bmEraeOt 
tJUE H^w kiHiut Jl : Ilk |i3Hag<c lJd1^rlE:i^ In die- nrb ^kT the ^im; ^ 
ia(i» t^ir Urii'L, UiEi reei'DL of Elm Ofh, but \]fii clAncts Jlin- 
*^riat£i tIkE blif^K sif ft n»LiEi«r Angvl: nn^l pTi^teodlntf « k0iIoii« 
4iaifii td ttf hotel ihi^ nrv isri^tian, iviicl Muu ntio^ii Cm-hI hsd (itiwcd 
hcn:^ tariki.lrt.-v qrikibJ th« Dlv^e ori^b Ikithlmt^ciiit «L>i,i U tt'TiaJteil;^ 
tlig;hu Ar^ on Mount Mf»lv.E£i. 

Hail, holy Li^ht, ofispring of Heay'n fiiBt-bom, 

Or of th' Etemid coetemal beam, 

May 1 express thee unblamed t since God is Light, 

And never but in unapproached light 

Dw6lt from eternity, dwelt then in thee, 5 

Bright eflluence of boright essence increate. 

Or hear'st thou rather, pure ethereal stream, 

Whose fountain wlio shall tell t Before the Sun, 

Before the Hear'ns thou wert, and at the Toice 

Of God, as with a mantle* didst inrest 10 

The rising world of ^waters dark and deep. 

Won from the void and formless infinite. 

Thee I rerisit now with bolder wing, 

1. This trBtHdUon from the fearful ^loom and conrusion of H^ 

sod Chaos to the worlds of li^ht has a tuarnificent effect apoo tbs 

nuiDd. The touch of sweet and holy feelin; with which the A«- 

tbor sUudes to his own personal sorrow heightens, rather tbaa 

UiminMies, the impresdou of awe and delirht. * 

9. See 1 John i. 5. and 1 Tim', vi. l6. 

6. See Book of Wisdom, vii. 25, 86. 

la. Foidf not emptv, but chaos-ilks 
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Saeteped the Stygian pool, tkongh long detain'd 

In that obocnre sqjoarn, while in my flight If 

Throfugh ntter and through middle darkness home 

With other notes than to th' Orphean lyre 

I song of Chaos and eternal Night, 

Taught by the hear'nly Muse to Tenture down 

The dark descent, and up to re-ascend, t* 

Though hard and rare : thee I revisit safe. 

And feel thy sov'reign vital lamp : but thou 

Revisit'st not these eyes, that roll in vain 

To find thy piercing ray, and And no dawn ; 

So thick a drop serene hath <iuench'd their orbs, 18 

Or dim suffusion yeil'd. Yet not the more 

Cease I to wander where the Muses haunt 

Clear qpnng, or shady grove, or sunny hill, 

Smit with the love of sacred song ; but chief 

Thee, Sion, and the flow'ry brooks beneath, 3C 

That wash thy haUow'd feet, and warbling flow, 

Nightly I visit : nor sometimes forget 

Those other two equall'd with me in fate. 

So were I equaU'd with them in renown. 

Blind Thamyris and blind Mseonides, U 

And Tiresias and Phineus prophets old : 

Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary move 

Harmonious nimibers ; as the wakeful bird 

Sings darkling, and in shadiest covert hid 

Tunes her nocturnal note. Thus with the year 40 

Seasons return, but not to me returns 

Day, or Hie sweet approach of ev'n or mom. 

Or sight of vernal bloom, or summer's rose. 

Or flocks, or herds, or human face divine ; 

But cloud instead, and ever-during dark 45 

Surroimds me, from the cheerful ways of men 

Cut off, and for the Book of knowledge fair 

Presented with an universal blank 

Of Nature's works, to me expunged and rased, 

17. Orpheai conpoced a hymn to night. 

M. The brooks here mentioned were Kedron and Siloah. 

S5. Thamyris, a poet mentioned in Homer, II. ii. 695. Ar«o> 

nidetf Hoirer. m named from his father Mnon. Tiresias mm • 

Tbeban. and PAin«M« a kinr oF Arcadia, both blind poets. 

I Has* 

iner in 

iterated writing. 



37. The melody of the verse is here particularly observable. 
40. Rasedt from the Lallu radere, In rub out, in allosloa lo thf 
lanner in which the aitclento, wh« wrote on waxen tablets, oif 
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And Wisdom at one entrmnce quite shut out 0* 

So much the rather thou, celential Light, 

Shine inward, and the mind through all her poir*i« 

hradiate, there plant eyes ; all mist from thence 

Purge and disperse, that I may see and tell 

Of things invisible to mortal sight. K 

Now had th' Almighty Father from abore, ««(-. 

From the pure empyrean where he sits 
High throned above all highth, bent down his eye. 
His own works and their works at once to riew : 
About him all the sanctities of Hear'n t0 

Stood thick as stars, and from his sight receiTed 
Beatitude past utterance ; on his right 
The radiant image of his glory sat. 
His only Son : on earth he first beheld 
Our two first parents, yet the oidy two 06 

Of mankind, in the happy garden placed. 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love. 
Uninterrupted joy, unrivall'd love. 
In blissful solitude. He then surrey'd 
Hell and the gulf between, and Satan there 10 

Coasting the wall of Hear'n on this side Night, 
In the dun air sublime, and ready now 
I'o stoop with wearied wings and willing feet 
On the bare outside of this world, that seem'd 
Firm land embosom'd, without firmament, « 75 
Uncertain which, in ocean or in air. 
Him God beholding from his prospect high. 
Wherein past, present, futuve, he beholds. 
Thus to his only Son foreseeing spake : 

Only begotten Son, seest thou what rage 40 

Transports our Adversary t whom no bounds 
Prescribed, no bars of Hell, nor all the chains 
Heap'd on him there, nor yet the main abyss 
Wide interrupt can hold ; so bent he seems 

55. It Is observed, that the same Ides occurs in Milton** Prose 
Works. He probably alluded to F.pli. i. 18. 

56. Tasso may Imve. been translated here.--Canto 1. st. 7. 
63. See Heb. i. 3. also Tasso, Canto 9. st. 55. 

fio. Addison has tudirloiM y observed, that it is not the imagina- 
tion of Milton wliirh is so much to be looktx) for in these spteches 
IS his leariiintf. The one could not be safely trusted in Klvin? • 
living language to tite wisdom of tlie Almiirhty. NotwithstandinK 
this, however, olmosi every puMa^a of the kind is remarkable <o» 
gttat diicnity ami grandeur. 
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On desperate re?eiige, that shall redound 81 

Ul>ou his own rebellioas head. And now, 

Through all restraint broke loose, he wings his way 

Not far off Hear'n, in the precincts of lights 

Directly tow'rds the new-created world. 

And man there placed, with purpose to assay 90 

If him by force he can destroy, or worse. 

By some false ^oile perrert ; and shall pervert. 

For Man will hearken to his glozing lies. 

And easily transgress the sole command, 

Sole pledge of his obedience : So will fall, 09 

He and his faithless progeny. Whose fault t - 

Whose but his own ? Ingrate, he had of me 

All he could hare ; J maAa. ii^^n }v* ""'^ "g^f i 

Sufficient ^ haTO atnoA. thniiffty frflft ftf f'^ 

Such I created all th' ethereal Pow'rs IM 

And Spirits, both them who stood and them who foil'd ; 

F'Ht Jhrnrtttidi v^^ '^"^ ^»t,A fan wKa fan 
Not ^^^HZHJrff r*^'^ ""'"^^ *^'^y *"°f H-gif 'n BliKtrr 

Where only what they needs must do appear'd, 105 

Not what they would t what praise could they receive t 

What pleasure I from such obedience paid. 

When will and reason (reason also is choice) 

Useless and rain, of freedom both despoil'd. 

Made passive boUi, had served necessity, lit 

Not met They therefore as to right belong'd. 

So were created, nor can justly accuse 

Their Maker, or their making, or their fate» 

As if predestination over-ruled ^ 

Their will, disposed by absolute decree 119 

Or high foreknowledge ; they themselves decreed 

Their own revolt, not I. If J fnrpkllftWi 

Fmnp^knnwlAilj^ j^iuj im InflMfiin nn Hijjr finlt 

Whick nad no less proved certaim unforeknowiu 

So without least impulse or shadow of fate, ISO 

Or Aught by me imiflutably foreseen. 

They trespass, authom to themselves in all 

Both what they judge and what they choose ; f6r m 

I form'd them free, and free they must remain, 

Tillthey enthrall themselves; I else must chaago ^ 

117. Vithm media the tense of IAmv** 



ya PARADISE LOST. 

Their nature, and tcrokc the high decree !>• 

Unchangeable, eternal, which ordain'd 
Their freedom, they themselTes ordain'd their faU. 
The first sort by their own ftoggestion fell, 
Belf-tempted, telf-depraved : Man falla, deceived 13t 
iy th' other first: Man therefore shall find grace, 
Hie other none : in mercy' and justice both. 
Through Heav'n and Earth, so shall my glory' excel 
^But mercy first and last shall brightest shine. 

Thus while God spake, ambrosial fragrance fill'd 
All Heav'n, and in the blessed Spirits elect 136 

Sense of new joy ineffable diffused. 
Beyond compare the Son of God was seen 
Most glorious ; in him all his Father shone 
Substantially express'd ; and in his face 14» 

Divine compassioh visibly appeared. 
Love without end, and without measure grace; 
Which utt'ring, thus he to his Father spake : 

O Father, gracious was that word which closed 
Thy sov'reign sentence, that Man should find graee ; 
For which both Heav'n and Earth shall high extol 146 
Thy praises, with th' innumerable sound 
Of hymns and sacred songs, wherewith thy throne 
Encompass'd shall resound thee ever blest. 
For shoidd Man finally be lost, should Man, 150 

Thy creature late so loved, thy youngest son, 
FaU circumvented thus by fraud, though joiu'd 
With his own folly t that be from thee far. 
That far be from thee, Father, who art Judge 
Of all things mad^, and judgest only right. 15S 

Or shall the Adversary thus obtain 
His end, and frustrate thine 1 Shall he fulfil 
His malice, and thy goodness bring to nought. 
Or proud return, though to his heavier doom« 
Yet with revenge acoomplish'd, and to Hell IM 
Draw after him the whole race of mankind 
By him corrupted t Or, wilt thod thyself 
Abolish thy creation, and unmalce. 
For him, what for fhy glory thou hast made t 

135. A dlfferenee Is here marked in the effect nUch Honcr 
and Milton sttribate to the tpeeches of their Mveral Oc ' ~ 
the one malcine terror, the other deUsbt, the conMquence. 
140. SeelHeb. US. 159. See Ocn. x^ as. 
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80 should thy goodneM and thy greatness both 109 
Be question '# and blaHphemed without defenee. 

To whom the great Creator thus reply'd : •■ ■■ 

O Son, in whom my soul hflth chief delight. 
Son of my bosom, Son who art alone 
My word, my wisdom, and effectual might, 170 

All hast thou spoken as my thoughts are ; all 
As my eternal purpose hath decreed. 
Man shall not quite be lost, but saved who will, 
Yet not of will in him, but grace in me 
Freely youchsafed. Once more I will renew 175 
His lapsed pow'rs, though forfeit and enthrall'd 
By sin to foul exorbitant desires : 
Upheld by me, yet once more he shall stand 
On even ground against his mortal foe. 
By me upheld, that he may know how frail 180 

His fall'n condition is, and to me owe 
All his delir'rance, and to none but me 
Some I have chosen of peculiar grace 
Elect above the rest ; so is my will : 
The rest shall hear me call, and oft be wam'd ISA 
Their sinful state, and to appease betimes 
Th* incensed Deity, whilte offer'd gnce 
Invites ; for I will clear their senses dark. 
What may suffice, and soften stony hearts 
To pray, repent, and bring obedience due. 190 

To pray'r, repentance, and obedience due. 
Though but endeavour'd with sincere intent. 
Mine ear shall not be slow, mine eye not shut. 
And I will place within them as a guide 
My iimpire Conscience ; whom if they will hear, 105 
Light after light well used they shall attain. 
And, to the end persisting, safe arrive. 
This my long suflTrance and my day of grace 
They who neglect and scorn, shall never taste ; 
But hard be harden'd, blind be blinded more, SOO 
That they may stumble on, and deeper fall : 
And none but such fVom mercy I exclude. 
But yet all is not done : Man disobeying. 
Disloyal breaks his fealty, and sins 
Against the High Supremacy of Heav'n, MS 

M«. The reader will find ietns Christ sddrewed b^ tlwtr 
titles In different parts of Scripture. 



74 PARADI8B LOST. 

Affectinf OodhMd, and m loong all. 

To expiate hi* trea«m hath nought leH. 

But to dastructicm aaored and derotc, •■i— — — • 

He, with his whole poaterity, rnunt die ; 

Die he or Jiutioe miut ; onleas for him lit 

Some other able, and as willing, pay 

The rigid satisfaction, death for death. 

Say, hear'nly Pow'rs, where shall we find such lore f 

MThich of ye will be mortal to redeem 

Man's mortal crime, and just tii* unjuit to sare^ tlC 

Dwells in all Hearen charity so dearf 

He ask'd ; but all the heav'nly choir stood mute. 
And silence was in Hehr'n : on Man's behalf 
Patron or intercessor none appear'd. 
Much less that durst upon his own head draw Vf' 
The deadly forfeiture, and ransom set. 
And now without redemption all mankind 
Must have been lost, adjudged to Death and Hell 
By dooaa severe, had not tlie Son of God, 
in whom the fulness dwells of love divine, 239 

His dearest meditation thus renew'd : 

Father, thy word is past, Man shall find grace ; 
And shall grace not find means, that finds her way,. 
The speediest of thy winged messengers. 
To visit all thy creatures, and to all SM 

Comes unpre vented, nnimplored, unsought t 
Happy for man, so coming : he her aid 
Can never seek, once dead in sins and lost : 
Atonement for himself or oflfring meet. 
Indebted and undone, hath none to bring. tU 

Behold me then ; me fur him, life for life 
I ofier : on me let thine anger fall ; 
Account me Man : I for his sake wiB leare 
Thy bosom, and this glory next to thee 
Freely put off, and for him lastly die MO 

Well pleased : on m% let Death wreck all his rage : 
Under his gloomy pow'r I shall not long . 
lie ranquish'd : tlupa hast giren me to possess 

315. See I Peter Ui. IB. 317. See Rev. vtil. 1. 

sal. Vnprevimtedi prevent to here uaed SGOor-ttof to Its scflie 
la the Latin pretvtnire, to come before ; not preceded by any thing 
ela» it to UMd in this manner in one of the prayers of our li- 
turnr* ' Prevent as, Lord, in all our doinn,* dcrJ thatis, Let Ihf 
rrace tcUcipate us in our desifni,aad iomake tbeai Jostaod hol|^ 
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Life in myself for erer ; by thee I Ut^ 

Though now to Death I yield, and am hU doe 145 

All that of me can die ; yet that debt paid, 

Thoa wiH not leave me in the loathsome gr^re 

His prey, nor suffer my unspotted soul 

For ever with corruption Aere to dwell ; 

But I shall rise Tictorious, and subdue S50 

My Vttnqolsber, 8p<^'d of. his Taunted spoil; 

Death his death's wound shall Aen receive* and stoop 

Inglorious, of his mortal sting disarm'd. 

I through the ample air in triumph high 

Shall lead Hell captive maugre Hell, and shew S55 

The Pow'rs of darkness bouad. Thou at the -sight 

Pleased, out of Heaven ^alt look down and smile. 

While by thee raised I ruin all my foes, 

Death last, and with his carcase g^t the grave : 

Then with the multitude of my redeem'd fOO 

Shall enter Heav'n long absent, and return. 

Father, to see thy face, wt^^ein oo cloud 

Of anger shall remain, but peace assured 

And reconcilement ; wrath shall be «o more 

The9cefortk» birt in thy presence joy entire. 8M 

His words here ended, hut his meek aspect 
Silent yet spake, and bj^ath'd immortal lore 
To mortal men, allsve which only shone 
Filial obedience : as a sacrifice 
Qad to be ofier'd, he attends the will 270 

Of his grMt Father. Admirati(Ri seized 
All Heav'n, what this might mean, and whither tend, 
Wond'ring ; but soon th' Almighty thas reply'd : 

thou itt Heav'n and Earth the only peace 
Pound out for mankind under wrath I thou 375 
My sole complacence I well thou know'st how dear 
To me are all my works, nor Man the least. 
Though last created ; that for him 1 spare 
Thee Arom my bosom and right hand, to sare. 
By losing thee a white, the whole race lost. 980 

344. See John v. as. 
349. See Ps. xvi. 10. and Acts U. 90, 31. 

953. The panning character of tfiis line has been Justly repnv 

bated as nnworthy of the sobject. 

954. Pi. bcTttl. li. and Col. 11. 15. 259. 1 Cor. xv. 36. 
966. If the reader compare this pictore of the Son Of God with 

tt«& in the sixth book, he wlU be awed and delighted with the 
gnadeor of Milton's conception of the Mesdab's diancter. 
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Thoa titerefor* whom ihoa only cunt T«deeiB» 

Their nathre also to thy natvre join ; 

And be thyself Man amongr m«m on emtA^ 

Made fla»h, when time •hall be, of virgin seed, 

By wondrous bird& : be iuuu in Adam's room S9i 

The Head of all mankind, though Adam's aon. 

As in him perish all men, so in tiiee. 

As from a second root, shall be restored 

As many as are restored ; without thee none. 

dis crime makes gr^lty all his sons ; thy merit liO 

Imputed shall absolye them who renounee 

Their own both rigbieous and mifighteoai detds. 

And Kvt ia Qiee transplanted, and from thee 

lUceiTO new life. S» Man, as is most just. 

Shall satisfy for man, be judged and die, SM 

And dying rise, and rising with him raise 

His brethren ransom 'd with his own dear life. 

So heav'nly love shall oatdo hellish hate. 

Giving to death, and dyiag to redeem, 

So dearly to redeem what hellish hate 300 

So easily destrof'd, and still destroys 

In those who, when they may, accept ne» grace. 

Nnr Shalt diou, by descending to assume 

Man's nature, lessen or degrade thine own. 

Because thou Iiast, though throned^ highestl^iss SOS 

Equal to God, and equally enjoying 

Crod-like fruition, quitted all to save 

A world from utter loas, and hast been fomd 

By merit more than birthright, Scm of God, 

Found worthiest to be so by being goed, Sit 

Par more than great or high ; because in thee 

Leve hath abounded more than glory 'bounds. 

Therefore thy humiliation shall exalt 

With thee thy manhood also to this throne : 

Here shalt thou sit incarnate, here shalt reign 318 

Both God and Man, Son botfi of God and Blan, 

Anointed Universal King: all pow'r 

I give thee ; reign for ever« and assume 

Thy ni0rits ; under thee as Head Supreme 

S«7. Se« 1 Cor. xv. u. 
Ml. The tengna^ Is here accoinnintuMd to the eternity af the 
H>«sker, to wbom pant, pretient, tnd futuie, are one. 
517. MMt. XXTtti. .t. 
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Thrones, PrincedomB, Pow'ts, DominKms I reduoe : 
All knees to thee shaU bow, of them that bide XO 
In Heay'n, or Earth, or under Earth in Hell. 
When thou attended ylorlonsly from Heav'A 
Shalt in tke sky appear, and from thee send 
The Btuuraoning Arch -Angels te proclaim k|| 

Thy dread" tribunal, foi^with from aU win4s 
The living, and forthwith the cited dead 
Of all past ages, to the gen'ral doom 
' Shall hasten ; soch a peal ahaU rouse their sleep. 
Then att thy »aints assembled, thou sltelt judge 3M 
Bad men and Angela ; they «rraign'd sh4U sink 
Beneath thy sentence : Hell, her ttumbers full, 
Tikettceforth shall be for ever shut. Mean while 
The vdrid shall bum, and from her ashes spring 
New Hear'n azkd Earth, wherein the just shall AwtSl, 
And after all their tribulations long 336 

See gulden days, fruitful of golden deeds. 
With joy and love triumphing, and fair troth. 
Then thou Hiy reg-ul sceptre shalt lay by. 
For regal sceptre then no more shall need, 346 

God Shan be All in All. But all ye Gods, 
Adore him, who to cempass all this dies : 
Adore the Son, and honour him as me. 

No sooner had fh' Almighty ceasedj but all 
The multitude of Angels, with ft shout 346 

Loud as from numbers without number, sweet 
As from blest voices, utt'ring joy, Heav'n rung 
With jubilee, and loud Hosannas flU'd 
Th' eternal regions : lowly reverent 
Tow'rda either throne they bow, and to the gnmad 
With solemn adoration down they cast S51 

Their crowns, inwove with amarant and g^ld; 
Immortal amarant ; a flow'r whidi once 
In Paradise, fast by the tree of life. 
Began to bloom; bat soon, for man's offence, S90 

981. PWUp. ii. le. V 834. a Pet. iiU 13, IS. 

333. 1 caonot do better than here recokumend to the reader, the 
perusal of Dr. Chalmers' powerfully interesting sermon on die 
sabject of a new Heaven and a new Earth. 

341. 1 Cor. XT. 28 and Ps. xcrlk 7. and Heb. i. C 

343. John V. S3. 

a&i. Rev. tv. 10. 

as3. Amarant, u flower whose beae^ never fUes. "AUosUmi U 
naie here to l Pet, i. 4. and l Pet. v. 4. 



78 PARADISE LOST.. 

To HeaT*!! removed, where first it grew, there growt» 
And flow'rs aloft, shading the fount of life, 
And where the rir>«f blisa through midst of Hear'n 
Rolls o'er Elytian flow^ her amker atream ; 
With these, that never fade, the Spirits el«ct 300 
Bind their s^splendent loclU inwreath'd with beams, 
Now in tooae garlands thick thrown off, the bright 
Parement, that like a sea of jasper shone, 
Jmpurpled with celestial roses smiled. 
Then crown'd again, their golden harps they took. 
Harps ever tuned, that glftt'ring by their side SOS 
lake quivers hnng, and with preamble sweet * 

Of charming symphony they introduce 
Their sacred song, and waken raptures high ; 
No Toice exAmpt, no voice but well could join 370 
Melodious partrHBUch concord is in Uear^. 
Thee, Father, fintt they sung. Omnipotent, 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 
Eternal King ; thee, A.ii^or of all being, 
Fotmtain of Light, thyself invisible 975 

AmMst the glorious Irightness wHere thou sitt'st 
Throned inaccessible, but when thou shad'st 
The full blaze of thy beams, and through a cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant 8hrine» 
Dark with excessive bri^t thy skifts appear, 380 
Yet dazzle Heav'n* that brightest Seraphim 
Approatdk not, but with both wings Teil their eyec 
Thee, next they sang, of all creation first. 
Begotten Son, Divine Similitude, 
In whose conspicuous count'nance, without cloud 385 
Made visible, th' Almighty Father shines. 
Whom else no creature can behold : on thee 
Impress'd th' effulgence of his glory ^bides. 
Transfused on thee his amj^ Spirit rests. 
He Hear'n of Heav'ns and all the Powers therein 300 
By thee created, and by thee threw down 
Th' aspiring Dominations : thou that day 
'^y Father's dreadful thunder didst not spare, 

SS6. The htppinew of Hearen !• repeatedly compared in Scrip- 
■ere to a fountain or river. 
3S0. The tame idea i« in Taan, Can. ft tt. 57. and in Speoaerh 
miB to Heareniy Beavty. 

383. See iNiali vl. S. 
3M. Col. i. 15. Kct. ill. 14. MT. John t. Ilw xiv. ». 
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Nor stop tkj flaming chariot-wheels, tiukt ahodk 

Hear*!!'!! ererlaating frame, while o'er the necks 3M 

Thou dror'tt of warring Angels jUsarray'd. 

Back from pursnit thy Powers with lend acelaim 

Thee OMiy ezt(A'd, Son of thy Father's might. 

To execute fierce rengeanee on his foes, 

Not so on Man : Him thro* their malice fall'n, 4M 

Father of mercy' and gfraiBe, thou didst not docutt 

So stric^, but much more to pity' incline ; 

No sooner did thy dear and only Son 

Perceire thee pttrposed not to doom frail Man 

So strictly, but much more to pity* inclined, 40S 

He to appease thy wrath, and end the ^tr^e 

Of mercy* and justice in thy face discern'd, 

Regardless of the bliss wherein he sat 

Second to thee, offer'd himself to die 

For man's offeiKe. O unexampled lore ! 410 

Lore no where to be foiud less than Divine I 

Hail Son of <»od, SaWour of Men, thy name 

Shall be the copious matter of my song 

Hencefinth, and nerer shall my harp thy praise 

Forget, nor from thy Father's praise dbjoin. 41.*^ 

Thus they in Hear'n, above the starry sphere, 
Their happy hours in joy and hymning qpent. 
Mean while upon the firm opacous globe 
Of this round world, whose first coutox divides 
The luminoos inferior orbs, inclosed 43(1 

From Ghaos and th' inroad oi Darkness old, 
Satan alighted walks : a globe far off 
It seem'd, now seems a boundless continent 
Baric, waste, and wild, under the fromn of Night 
Starless exposed, and eyer^hreafning storms 405 
Of Chaos blust'rii^ round, inclement sky ; 
Save on that side which from the wall of Hear'n, 
l^ough distant far, some small reAiction gains 
Of glimm'ring air less vex'd with tempest loud : 
Here walk'd the Fiend at large in spacious field. 43fi 
As when a vulture on Imaus bred. 
Whose snowy ridge the roving Tartar bounds, 

4ia. Milton bas keen hitherto proTeMedW repe»tinf the sub- 
ilaace o{ tke angels* •oug. He here q)ea&i of his own deter- 

a csldhtated iMMUitda In Aili* 
6 
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Diaiodgiair fttim a region acaree of prey 

To foiye the flesh of Umbe or yeanling kida 4S4 

On hilla where flocka are fed, fliea toward the •pringa 

Of Ganges or ^ydaspes, Indian streams ; 

Bat in hia way lights on ttt barren plains 

Of Sericana, where Ghineses drive 

With sails aAd wind their cany waggons Il^t: 

So on this windy sea of Ispd, the Fiend 440 

Walk'd op and down alone, bent on his prey : 

^hme ; for other creature in this place, 

living or liliiless, to be found waa none ; 

Kone yet, but store hereafter from the earlh 

Up hither like aSreal vapours flew 445 

Of all things transit'ry and vain, when sin 

With vanity had fill'd the works of men ; 

Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 

Built their fond hopes of glory', or lasting fame. 

Or happiness, in this or th' other life ; 450 

All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 

Of painful superstition and blind seal. 

Nought seeking but the praise of men, here And 

Pit retribution, empty as their deeds : 

All th' unaccomplish'd works of Nature's hand, 455 

Abortive, m<»strou8, 9t unkindly mix'd. 

Dissolved on earth, fleet hither, and in vain. 

Till final dissolution, wander here ; 

Not in the neighb'ring moon, as some have dream 'd ; 

Those argent fields more likely habiunts, 460 

Translated Saints'or middle Spirits, hold 

Betwixt th' angelical and human kind. 

Hither of ill-join'd sons and daughters bom 

First from the ancient wprld those giants came, 404 

With many a vain exploH:, though then renown'd : 

The builders next of Babel on the plain 

Of Sennaar, and still with vain design 

New Babels, had they wherewithal, would build: 

Others came single ; he who to be deem'd 

A Ood, leap'd fondly into JEtna flames, 470 

438. Serieamm / tiitt ptrt of Indtft called Cathty : it li retmrk- 
sble for the imootluieM of Its plalna. The dcKription of Umbo. 
wfakh tcHlrwh, has been greatly reprobated In Mr. AddlMn, and 
odierB. But here, aa in other placet, Milton li best defended b> 
callinff to mind the character ami design of hIa poem. 

469. See Gea. vL 4. 407. ScwiMar, or Sblnar. 
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Bmpedoqfet ; and he irho to ei^oy 

Plato'* Elysiom, leap'd into the sea, 

CleombrotuB ; and many more too long. 

Embryos and idiots, eremites and fiiiprs 

White, black and grey, with all their trumpery. 4r9 

Here Pilgrims roam, that straf' d so far to seek 

In Golgotha hhn dead, who lives in Hear'n ; 

And they who, to be sore of Paradise, 

Dying put oH the weeds of Dominic, 

Or in Franciscan think to pass disguised i 4it 

They pass the planets s^Vn, and pass th« flx'd, 

And that crystalline sphere whose balance weighs 

The trepidation talk'd, and that first moved ; 

And now Saint Peter at Heav'n's wicket seems 

To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 485 

Of Heav'n's ascent they lift their feet, when lo, 

A violent cross wind from either coast 

Blows them transverse ten thousand leagues awry 

Into the devious air ; then might ye see 

Cowls, hoods, and habits, with their wearers, tost 

And flutter'd into rags ; then reliques, beads, 401 

Indulgences, dispenses, pardons, bulls. 

The sport of winds : all these upwhirl'd aloft 

Fly o'er the backside of tiie world far off 

Into a Limbo large and broad, since call'd 409 

Hie Paradise of Fools, to. few tinknown 

Long after, now unpeopled, and untrod. 

All this dark globe the Fiend found as he pasi'd, 

And lon^ he wander'd, till at last a gleam 

(Xf dawning light tnm'd thitherward in haste 500 

His travell'd steps : far disUnt he descries 

Ascending by degrees magnificent 

Up to the wall of Heav'n a structure high ; 

At top whereof, but far more rich, appear'd 

The work as of a kingly palace gate, 

m. BmptdoHef wm s Pythworeao philoM^her, who dinw 
hlBMeir into the crater of Mo-mt Etna. 

47». Cteombrott was a joon; roan, who, havlnr heen deeply 
iatenikted with Plalo'a reffectiona on the Immortality of the ioof, 
leaped Into the sea that he talght at once tnioj the felicity men- 
tioned. 

483. Milton here loilowa the andrnt or Ptolemaic mtem of 
astronomy. TaMO mewtionii the same tpherca in defcribinf Mi- 
cbael't descent /rom heaven, only In an inverte order. 

410. The aecond person if here pot indefinitely ; thea mlffht ht 

CMA 

B3 
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With frontispiece of diamond and gold 

Babellish'd : thick with uparkling orient gem« 

The portal •hone, inimitable on earth 

By model, or by shading pencil drawn. 

The ataire were rach as where<m Jacob saw S%9 

Angels ascending and descending, bands 

Of guardians bright, when he from Esau fled 

To Padan>Aram in the field of Lux, 

Dreaming by night under the open sky, 

And waking cry'd, This is the gate of Hear^. 511 

Each stair mysteriously was meant, nor stood 

There always, but drawn iq» to Hear'n sometimes 

Viewless : and underneath a bright sea flow'd 

Of jasper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 

Who after came from earth, sailing arrived, SM 

Wafted by Angels, or flew o'er the lake 

llapt in a chariot drawn by fiery steeds. 

The stairs were then let down, whether to dare 

The Fiend by easy 'scent, m aggravate 

His sad exclusion from the doors of bliss : 511 

Direct against which open'd from beneath, 

Just o'er the blissful seat of Paradise, 

A passage down to th' Earth, a passage wide. 

Wider by far than that of after-times 

Over mount Sion, and, though that were large, 53t 

Over the Promised Land, to God so dear. 

By which, to risit oft those happy tribes. 

On high behests his Angels to and fro 

Pass'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard 

From Paneas the fount of Jordan's flood 535 

To Beirsaba, where the Holy Land 

Borders on Egypt and th' Arabian shore : 

So wide the op'ning seem'd, where bounds were set 

To darkness, such as bound the ocean wave. 

Satan from hence, now on the lower stair 54A 

That scaled by steps of gold to Heaven gate. 

Looks down with wonder at tte sudden view 

Of all this world at once. As when a scout 

Through dark and desert ways with-perif gone 

All night, at last by break of cheerful dawn 64.1 

510. See Gen.xxTlli. 13. 13. 

M4 Pasted /htquentf b to be underttood after rtgard, 

MO. The detcnptioii and comparlaon here are very doMc 
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Obtainr At brow of mme high-dimbini^ hill, ^ 

Which to his ey^ diBcoyen unaware 

The goodly prospect of some foreig^n land 

First seen, or scmie renowp'd metropolis 

With glist'ring spires and' pinnacles adom'd, U$ 

Which new the rising Son gilds with his beams : 

Such wonder seized, though after Heaven seen. 

The Spirit malign, but much more envy seised, 

At sight of all this- world beheld so fair. S54 

Round, he surveys (and well might, where lie stood 

So high above the circling canopy 

Of Night's extended shade) from eastern point 

Of Libra to the fleecy star that bears 

Andromeda far off Adantic seas 

Beyond th' horizon ; then from pole to pole . 54)t 

He views in breadth, and without longer pause 

Down right into the world's first region throws 

His flight precipitant, and winds with ease 

Through the pure marble air his oblique way 

Amongst innumerable stars, that shone 5A9 

Stars distant, but nigh hand seem'd other worlds ; 

Or other worlds they seem'd, or happy isles, 

liilce those Hesperian gardens famed of old. 

Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow'ry vales. 

Thrice happy isles ; but who dwelt happy there 87t 

He stay'd not to inquire : above them all 

The golden Sun, in splendour Ukest Heav'n, 

Allured his eye : thither his course he bends 

Through the calm firmament (but. up or down, 

By centre, or eccentric, hard to tell, 579 

Or longitude) where the grreat luminary 

Aloof the vulgar constellations thick. 

That from his lordly eye keep distance due. 

Dispenses light from far ; they as they move 

Their starry dance in numbers that compute 5M 

Days,monUks, and years, tow'rds his all-cheering lamp 

Turn swift their various motions, or are tum'd 

By his magnetic beam, that g^ently warms 

The universe, and to each inward part 

us CoMtellstlona directly opposite to earh other. TheJUeey 
alir is Aries, wliicii is «Md to bear Aadromeda, because Jiul 
■Oder it. , 

MS. Hetperian rardent J celebrated amongr the ancients, atui 
■«|>posed to have been the Cape Verd Islands. 
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With gentle penetration, tiioogh unseen^ AM 

Shoots invisible virtne ev'n to the deep ; 

So wondroosly was set his station bright. 

There lands the Fiend, a spot like which perhaps 

Astronomer in the Sun's lucent orb 

Through his glazed optic tube yet never saw. 80% 

The place he found beyond expression bright, 

Compar'd with aught on earth, metal or stone ; 

Not all parts like, but all alike inform'd 

With radiant light, as glowing iron with fire ; 

If metal, part seem'd gold, part silver dear ; SM 

If stone, carbuncle most, or chrysolite, 

Ruby or topaz, to the twelve that shone 

In Aaron's breast-plate, and a stone besides 

Imagined rather uft than elsewhere seen. 

That stone, or like to that which here below Mt 

Philosophers in vain so long have sought ; 

In vain, though by their pow'rful art they bind 

Volatile Hermes, and call up unbound 

In various shapes oli. Proteus from the sea, 

Drain'd through a limbec to his native form. OOS 

What wonder then if fields and regions here 

Breathe forth Elixir pure, and rivers run 

Potable gold, when with one virtuous touch 

Th' arch-chemic Sun, so far from us remote^ 

Produces with terrestrial humour mix'd 01t 

Here in the dark so many precious things 

Of colour glorious and effect so raret 

Here matter new to gaze the DevU met 

Undazzled; far and wide his eye commands; 

For sight no obstacle found here, nor shade, 01i 

But all sunshine, as when his beams at noon 

Culminate from th' equator, as they now 

Shot upward still direct, whence no way round 

Shadow from body opaque can fall ; and th* air> 

No where so clear, shanen'd his visual ray Mi 

To olijects distant far, whereby he soon 

Saw within ken a glorious Angel stand* 



609. Htnmea, or Mercury; Protent wm s Ma-fod, csMntsM 
M Is well koown for tiie vuiaty of sbapec he md the power el 
takini^; the snctents meftnt to exprew, undor (he name of tUi 
febuloiM bdnr, the flnt principle of thing*. The atoue allodea 
to la that 1^ iniieh philoaophera hqped to turn all thiuga isto foM. 
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The same whom John saw also in the Sun. 
HU back waa tom'd, bat not his brightness hid : 
Of beaming sonny rays a golden tiar m 

Circled his head, nor less his locks behind 
UlnBtrions on his shoulders fledge with wings 
Lay waring round. On some great charge employ'd 
He seem'd, or fix'd in cogitation deep. 
Glad was the Spirit impure, as now in hope 99$ 
To find who might direct his wand'ring flight 
To Paradise, the happy seat of Man, 
His journey's end, and our beginning woe. 
But first he casts to change his prqper shape. 
Which else might work him danger or delay : 0SS 
And now a stripling Cherub he appears. 
Not of the prime, yet such as in his face 
Youth smiled eelential, and to ev'ry limb 
Suitable grace diffhsed, so well he feign'd: 
Under a coronet his flowing hair 840 

In curls on either cheek play'd ; wings he wore 
Of many a colour'd plume, sprinkled with gold ; 
His habit fit for speed succinct, and held 
Before bis decent steps a silver wand. 
He drew not nig^ unheard : the Angel bright, 945 
Ere he drew nigh, his radiant visage turu'd, 
Admoniflh'd by his ear, and straight was known 
Th' Arch-Angel Uriel, one of the seven 
Who in God's presence, nearest to his throne, 
Stand ready at cbmmand, and ai« his eyes G50 

That run through all the Heav'ns, or down to th' Earth 
Bear his swift errands over moist and dry. 
O'er sea and land : him Satan thus accosts : 

Uriel, for thou of those sev'n Spirits that stand 
In sight of God's high throne, gloiiously bright, 69f 
The first art wont his great authentic will 
Interpreter through highest Heav'n to bring. 
Where all his sons thy embassy attend ; 
And here art likeliest, by Supreme decree* 
like honour to obtain, and as his eye CSO 

To visit oft this new creation round ; 

633. See Rev. six. 17. 

•97. Imtesd of fiedred for loftneM. 

043. Swrinct . ready cr prepared. 

•44.. Dtcentf used is the Latin senae, graceful and beaati 

•M. Zeeb.iv. to. TobOxii. IS. Rev. i. 4. v. •. vUL t. 
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Unspeakable desire to see, and know 

All these his wondrous works, but chiefly Man> 

His chief delight and faTonr; him for whom 

All these his works so wondrous he ordain'd, (MM 

Hath broaght me from the choirs of Chembim 

Alone thus wand'ring. Brightest Seraph, tell 

In which of all these shining orba hath Man 

His fixed seat, or fixed seat hath none. 

But all tiiese shining orbs his choice to dwell ; 07t 

That I may find him, and with secret gaze 

Or open admiration him behold. 

On whom the great Creator bath bestow'd 

Worlds, and on whom haA all these graces pour'd; 

That both in him and all things, as ia meet, 075 

The Universal Maker we may praise. 

Who justly hath driv'n out his rebel foes 

To deepest Hell ; and to repair that loss 

Created this new happy race of Men 

To serve him better : wise are all his ways. 669 

So spake the false Dissembler unperceived ; 
For neither Man nor Angel can discern 
Hypocrisy, the only evil that walks 
Invisible, except to God alone. 
By hiR permissive will, thro' Heav'n and Earth: 66S 
And oft though Wisdom wake. Suspicion sleeps 
At Wisdom's gate, and to Simplicity 
Resigns her charge, while Goodness thinks no ill 
Where no ill seems : which now fot once beguiled 
Uriel, though regent of iiie Sun, and held 61NI 

The sharpest sighted Spir> of all in Heav'n ; 
Who to the fraudiUent impostor foul 
In his uprightness answer thus retum'd : 

Fair Angel, thy desire, which tends to know 
The works of God, thereby to glorify 605 

The great Work-Master, leads to no <)xces8 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praise 
The more it seems excess, that led thee hither 
From thy empyreal mansion thus alone. 
To witness with thine eyes what some perhaps 7M 
Contented with veport hear only' in Heav'n : 
For wonderful indeed are all his works, 
Pleasant to know, and worthiest to be all 
Had in remembrance alwa3rs with delight: 
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But what created mind can comprehend 7tS 

Their "number, or the wisdom infinite 

That brought them forth, but hid their cauMS deep t 

I saw when at his word the formless mass, 

This worid's material mould,'came to a heap: 

Confusion heard his voice, and wild Uproar 7M 

Stood ruled, stood rast Infinitude confined ; 

Till at his second bidding Darluiess fled, 

Light shone, and Order from Disorder sprung : 

Swift to their several quarters hasted then 

The cumbrous elements. Earth, Floods Air, Fire ; 715 

And this ethereal quintessence of Heav'n 

Flew upward, spirited with Tarious forms, 

That roll'd orbicular, and tum'd to stars 

Numberless, as tbcia seest, and how they move : 

Each had his place appointed, each his course ; 7|P 

The rest in circuit walls this unirerse. 

Look downward oA that globe, whose hither side 

With light from hence, though but reflected, shines ; 

That plac9 is Earth, the seat of Man ; that light 

His day, which else, as th' other hemisphere, 735 

Night would inrade ; but there the neighb'ring moon 

(So call that opposite fair star) her aid 

Timely* interposes, and her monthly round 

Still ending, stiU renewing, through mid Hear'n, 

With borrow'd light ^er coi^it^ance triform 730 

Hence fills and empties to enlighten th' Earth, 

And in her pale dominion checks the night. 

That spot to which I point is Paradise, 

Adam's abode, those lofty shades his boVr. 

Thy way thou canst not miss, me mine requires. 735 

Thus said, he tum'd; and Satan bowing low. 
As to superior Spirits is wont in Heav'n, 
Where honour due and rev'rence none neglects. 
Took leave, and tow'rd the coast of earth beneath, 
Down from th' ecliptic, sped with hoped success, 74t 
Throws his steep flight in many an aery wheel. 
Nor stayd, till on Niphates* top he lights. 

790. Triform, so ctlled from her IncreaM and deciresfM UmaMs 
CMt sad west, snd her falnew. , ^ 

74S. Niphates. ft monniain on tiie botden of Armeip, wmt 
irbich Psrs^M Is supposed to have bsca tftusled. 



BOOK IV 
THE ARGUMENT. 

StUn now in prospert of Eden, and nfirh tbe plaee where ^ 
iu« now attemot the bold t>nt^mU^ «hii?K ^..•^TS^rTf.?? 



agraiiut 
naay 



-~ .~~ .H pi>»p« %, ot caeo. ana nini cue maee wmta _« 

wi God and Man, faiU into many doubto with himseir. and 
_.-„, PUMons, fear, envy, and despair; but at ienrtli conflnu 

and siluadou is descritied, overleaps the bounds, sit8 in the^fiSe 
fll^'T"*"?:"* °".J.'i* ^"* ^^ L*<e> " hiffhestin the irardeTC 
iw'^7 £!""• J*** ^."*«° de«-ribedT8atan'. finTSght S 
Sio^K*^** .!.!*• '" f°™**^'" " their excellent form and lapwr 
8Ute. but with rcsoluUon to work their fall; overhear* theiraE 
ocKin*, theme gather, that the Tree of Kno^ledyeTMfoSddM 
S^i^Sifi* of, under penalty of Death; and thireon inSds to 
Ih^m** ^'^1^'"^^';*'"' H "^"""P them to lran«f res. ; the^vS 
4l!fnii • "'?^J°. ^a'^ ^"Ithe"" <« their •««« by «>me itiwr means. 
Tleanwhile Uriel, descemiinr on a sun-beam, warns Gabriel, who 
S!iili';t"T ^^"^ ^'^^ ofVaradlse, th»t wme evii Spirit hS 
escaped the deep, and passed at noon by TTis sphere in the shaoe 
of a good Angel down to Paradise, discovered k/ie7by his furiiS 
g^lur«inthe .Hount ^Gabriel promises to find him ere !i.o?S! 
Ing. Nignt coming on, Adam an/ Eve discourse of going to their 
rest: their bower described ; their evening worAip.'^Ga.rid 
drawing forth hte bands of night-watch to walk the round of Pa- 
radise, ap.P«Ji»ts two rtrong Angels to Adam's bower, lest the evU 
Spirit slioiild be there doing some harm to Adam or Eve sleeping; 
tliere they tlhd him at the eart>f Eve, tempting her in a dreai 
and bring hmi, though unwilling, to Gabriel f by whom questioned, 
he scornmily answern, prepares resistance, but hinders) by a sign 
trom Heaven, flies 9ut ortPaiadise. J»«8«» 

O FOR that warning voice, which he who saw * 
Th' Apocalypse heard cry in Heav'n aloud, ' 
Then when the Drag-on, put to second rout. 
Came furious down to be revenged on men. 

Woe to th* inhabitants on earth !' that now, fi 

While time was, our first parents had been wam'd 
The coming of their secret foe, and 'scaped. 
Haply so 'scaped his mortal snare : for now 
Satan, now first inflamed with rage, came down. 
The tempter ere th' accuser of mankind, if 

To wreck, on innocent frail man his loss 
Of that first battle, and his flight to Hell : 
Yet not rejoicing in his speed, though bold 

1. There is great Mftprtety In tbe opening of the praent 
book. The grand subject of the relation which St. John jrave of 
Wie Apocaiypt^ or Revelation he received, Ik the overthrow of 
Satan, whuse first attempts upon Man's purity and bsppinos fona 
tbeground-workof this part of the poem. 
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Bar off and fearlesa, nor with cause to boast, . 
Begins his dire attempt, which nigh the birth 18 
Now rolling, boils in his tumultuous breast^ 
And, like a dev'lish engine, back recoils 
Upon himself: horror and doubt distract 
His troubled thoughts, and from the bottom stir 
The Hell within him ; for within him Hell 90 

He brings, and round about him ; nor from Hell 
One step no more than from himself can fly 
By change of place : now Conscience wakes Despair 
That slumber'd, wakes the bitter memory 
Of what he was, what is, and what must be 25 

Worse ; of worse deeds worse suff'rings must ensue. 
Sometimes towards Eden, which now in his view 
Lay pleasant, his grieved look he fixes sad ; 
Sometimes towards Heav'n and the full-blazing Sun, 
Which now sat high in his meridian tow'r : 30 

Then much reTuMng, thus in sighs began : 

O &on that with surpassing glory crown'd, 
Look'st from thy sole dominion like the God 
Of this iiew world ; at whose sight all the stars 
Hide their diminished heads ; to thee I call, 35 

But with no friendly Toice, and add thy name, 

Sun, to tell thee how I hate thy beams. 
That bring to my remembra^te from what state 

1 fell, how glorious once above thy sphere ; 

Till pride and worse ambition threw me down 4t 
War?ring in Heav'n against Heav'n's matchless King : 
Ah wherefore ! he deserved no such return 
From me, whom he created what I was 
In that bright eminence, and with his good 
Upbraided none ; nor was his service hard. 4S 

What could be less than to afford him praise. 
The easiest recompense, and pay him thanks. 
How due I yet all his good proved ill in me. 
And wrought but malice ; lifted up so high, 
1 a^eign'd subjection, and thought one step higher 
Would set me high'st, and in a moment quit 51 
The debt immense of endless gratitude, 

34. Memory Is here oied in the sense of reflection or conilde. 
ntlon. 

33. Milton flnt thoa^t of^prMng a tracedy on the Low of Pa- 
tadiM, tnd die first ten Unogbf this speech formed its openinf . 
SO. 8dtign*d, for di$mllfd,{xom the Italian, tdegnan* 



90 PARADISE LOST. 

So burdensome still paying, still to owe» « 

Forgetftil what frcm Him I sdll receired. 

And uudentood not that a grateftd mind SB 

By owing owes not, but still pays, at once 

Indebted and discharged : what burden tiient 

O had his pow'rfiil destiny ordain'd 

Me some inferior Angel, I had stood 

Then happy ; no unbounded hope had raised M 

Ambition. Yet, why notf some other Pow'r, 

As great might have aspired, and me, thou^ meui» 

Drawn to his part ; but other Fow'rs as great 

Pell not, but stand unshaken, from within 

Or from without, to all temptatiou arm'd. OS 

Hadst thou the same free will and pow'r to stand t 

Thouhadst. Whom hast thou then or what t* accuse* 

But HeaVn's free love dealt equaUy to all f 

Be then his love accursed, since lore m hate» 

To me alike, it deals eternal woe. 70 

Nay, cursed be thou ; since against his thy wiD 

Chose freely what it now so justly rues. 

Me miserable I which way shall I fly 

Infinite wrath, and infinite despair f 

Which way I fly is Hell ; myself am Hell ; 75 

And in the lowest deep a lower deep 

Still thrteat'ning to de'fVur me opens wide. 

To which the Hell I ^ffer seems a Hear'n 

O then at last relent. Is there no place 

Left for repentance, none for pardon left t 8t 

None left but by submission ; and that word 

Disdain forbids me, and my dread of shame 

Among the Spirits beneath, whom I seduced 

With other promises and other vaunts 

Than to submit, boasting I could subdue SS 

Jh' Omnipotent. Ay me, they Uttle kaow 

How dearly I abide that boast so vain. 

Under what torments inwardly I groan, 

While they adore me on the throne of Hell I 

With diadem and sceptre high adranced, W 

The lower still I fill, only supreme 

In misery I such j«y amotion finds. 

But say I could repent, and could obtain 

SS. riMlwl««IiM«,tobeo<maecladwWilheiiweedlDft«rt»i 
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By «ct of grace my former ttate,1iow foon M 

Would highth recall high thoughts, how fOon nimy 

What feigu'd BubmiMion swore I ease would recant 

Tows made in pain, as riolent and void ; 

For never can true reconcilement grow 

Where wounds of deadly hate have pierced so deips 

Which would but lead me to a worse relapse, IM 

And heayier fall : so should I purchase dear 

Short intermission bought with double smart. 

This knows my Punither : therefore, as far 

From granting he, as I from begging peace. 

All hope excluded thus, behold, instead 109 

Of us outcast, exiled, his new delight. 

Mankind created, and for him this world. 

So farewell hope, and with hope farewell fear. 

Farewell remone : all good to me is lost : 

Evil be thou my good ; by thee at least 110 

Divided empire with Heav'n's King I hold, 

By thee, and more than half perhaps will reign ; 

As Man ere long, and this new world shall know. 

Thus while he spake, each passion dimm'd his face ; 
Thrice changed with pale, ire, envy, and despair; 119 
Whichmarr'd his borrow'd visage, and betray'd ■ 
Him counterfeit, if any eye beheld. 
For heav'nly minds from such distempers foul 
Are ever clear. Whereof he soon aware. 
Bach perturbation smoothed with outward calm, ISO 
Artificer of fraud ; and was the first 
That practised falsehood imder saintly Aow, 
Deep malice to conceal, couch'd with revenge : 
Yet not enough had practised to deceive 
Uriel once wam'd ; whose eye pursued him down 139 
The way he went, and on th' Assyrian mount 
Saw him disfigured more than could befall 
Spirit of happy sort ; his gestures fierce 
He mark'd and mad demeanour, then alono. 
As he supposed, all unobserved, unseen. IM 

So on he fares, and to the border comes 
Of Eden, where delicious Paradise, 
Now nearer, crowns with her incloeure green. 
As with a rural mound, the champaign head 
Of a steep wilderness, whose hairy sides 189 

With thicket overgrown, grotesque and wild. 
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AeceM deny'd ; and orex head np grew. 

Insuperable height of Icrftiest shade. 

Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm 4 

A sylvan scene ; and as the ranks ascend MC 

Shade above shade, a woody theatre 

Of.stateliest view. Yet higher than their tops 

The verdurous waU of ParadifM up spiung ; 

Which to our gen'ral sire gave prospect lax^ 

Into his nether empire neighb'ring round : 14S 

And higher than that wall a circ^ng row 

Of goodliest trees loadea with fairest fruit, . 

Blossoms and fruits at once of golden hue, 

Appear'd with gay enamel'd colours mix'd : 

On which the Sun more glad impress'd his beams 

Than in fair ev'ning cloud, or humid bow, 151 

When God hath show'r'd the earth : so lovely rieem'd 

That landskip : and of pure now purer air 

Meets his approach, and to the heart inspires 

Vernal delight and joy, able to drive IW 

All sadness but despair: now gentle gales. 

Fanning their odorif rous wings, dispense 

Native perfumes, and whisper whence they stole 

Those balmy spoils. As when to them who sail 

Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are past 100 

Mozambique, off at sea north-east winds blow 

Sabean odours from the spicy shore 

Of Araby the Blest; ^ith such delay [league 

Well pleased they slack their course, and many a 

Cheer'd with' the grateful smell old Ocean smiles : 

So entertain'd those odorous sweets the Fiend IM 

Whocame their bane, though with them better pleased 

Than Asmodeus with the fishy fume 

That drove him, thougtf enamoured, from the spousd 

ISl. The deKrIption which MUtoo haa rlreo of Pindtee is 
■ImUar to those of Homer, Spenser, and Tasso, in their accounts 
of the gudena in which the scene of their poems sometimes Utt. 
To tbew may be added Ariosto's and Marino's, it beingr Mneraily 
allowed, thul though Milton's is superior to any other, that the 
Italian come nearest in beauty and Mriectton. »u-'r— ia* 

US. An imitation is here observed of Shalupearein the TmtlftM 
Ntght, OT of Ariosto, Orlan, Fur. 6. 34. st. 51. . 

fta. Mozambique is an island, on the «w»*»oc<'^ <" .^W; 
As the north-east wind blows contrary to those who have doaWei 

SeCape, they are nence obliged to slack thfilre «-*— 

frem Smm. a citr sad province of Arabia Felix 
lI«maHa,acHy »" ^g. see Tohtt viiL 
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Of Tobif 8 ion, and with a teng«anoe MOt ITf 

Krom Media post to Egypt, there fant bound. 
Now to th' ascent of that steep savage hUl 
Sataa.had joarney'd on, pensive and slow ; 
But farther way found none, so thick intwined» 
As one continued brake, the undei^rowth IfS 

Of shrubs and tangling bushes had perplex'd 
All path <tf man or beast that pass'd that way : 
One gate there only was, and that lo<A'd east 
On th' other side ; which when th* arch^elon saw, 
Ihie entrance he disdain'd, and in contempt, 180 
At one slight bound high overleap'd all bound 
Of hill or highest wall, and sheer within 
Lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf, 
Whom hunger drives to seek new haunt for prey. 
Watching where shepherds pen their flocks at eve 
In hurdled cots amid the field secure, 186 

Leaps o'er the fence with ease into the fold : 
Or as a thief bent to unheard the cash 
Of some rich burgher, whose substantial doors, 
Cross-barr'd and bolted fast, fear no assault, 100 
In at die window climbs, or o'er the tiles : 
Bo clomb this first grand thief into God's fold ; 
So since into his church lewd hirelings climb. 
Thence up he flew, and on the tree of life. 
The middle tree and highest there that grew, 105 
Sat like a cormorant ; yet not true life 
Thereby regain'd, but sat devising death 
To them who lived ; nor on the virtue thought 
Of that life-giving plant, but only used 
For prospect, what well used had been the pledge 
Of immortality. So little knows 301 

Any, but God alone, to value right 
The good before him, but perverts best things 
To worst abuse, or to their meanest use. 
Beneath him, with new wonder, now he views 909 
To all delight of human sense exposed 
In narrow room Nature's whole wealth, yea more, 
A Heav'n on Earth : for blissful Paradise 

183. A wolf it ft frequent miUect of comporiioD in the poM% 
Dot for Uie whole of tbia, tee John x. 1* 

^ 103. Leiod, impious or wicked. 

l»&. Gf n. ii. 9 In the midst, nif nifiet tiie esoellencf as weir 
jfe ilir >iiua*ion of the tree. 
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" Of God the garden was, by him in th'eaaC 
Of Eden planted ; Eden stretch'd her line tit 

Prom Aorau eastward to the royal tow'rs 
Of great Seleocia, built by Grecian kings. 
Or where the sons of Eden long before 
Dwelt in Telassar. In this pleasant soil 
His far more pleasant garden God ordain'd ; 91i 

Out of the fertile ground he caused to gprow 
All trees of noblest kind for sight, smell, taste ; 
And all amid them stood the tree of life. 
High eminent, blooming ambrosial fruit 
Of vegeUble gold ; and next to life, tW 

Our deatii, the tree of knowledge, grew fast by. 
Knowledge of good bought dear by knowing ilL 
Southward through Eden went a river large. 
Nor changed his course, but thro' the shaggy hill 
Pass'd underneath ingulfd ; for God had thrown SS9 
That mountain as his garden mould high raised 
Upon the rapid current, which thro' veins 
Of porous earth with kindly thirst up drawn. 
Rose a fresh fountain, and with many a rill 
Water'd the garden : thence united fell 230 

Down the steep glade, and met the nether flood. 
Which irom his darksome passage now appears, 
And now divided into four main streams. 
Runs diverse, wand'ring many a famous realm 
And country, whereof here needs no account ; SSS 
But rather to tell how, if Art could tell. 
How from that sapphire fount the crisped brooks. 
Rolling on orient pearl and sands of gold. 
With maxy error under pendent shades 
Ran nectar, visidng each plant, and fed 24t 

Plow'rs, worthy' of Paradise, which not nice Art 
In beds and curious knots, but Nature boon 
Ponr'd forth profuse on hill, and dale, and plain. 
Both where the morning Sun first warmly smote 
The open field, and where the nnpierced shade 24ft 



wo. Oen. U. t. Seteneim, a dty on the river Tlf^rH, bnllt by one 
■jf Alexander't wicceman.—TeUuaar wM s coann^ on the bordos 
of Aiwyria.— See In. xxxvli. 13. 

233. Oen. iL 10. 

ns. 8) Psctoluc, Ilermu*, Sec. sra nkl to have rolled over goU 
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Imbrown'd the noontide bow^. That wai this pti|oe 
A happy rural aeat of ywAoub riew ; 
Groves wlioee rich tree* wept od*n>as gums and balm, 
Others whose frnit bomish'd with gulden rind 
Hong amiable, Hesperian fables true, SM 

If true, here only*, and of delicious taste : 
Betwixt them lawns, or leirel downs, and floeks 
Grazing the tender herb, were interposed, 
Or palmy hillock ; or the flow'ry lap 
Of some iniguous valley spread her store, tSff 

Flow'rs of all hue, and without thorn the nwe : 
Anotiier side, umbrageous grots and caves 
Of cool recess, o'er which the mantling vine 
Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creeps 
Luxuriant : mean while mnrm'ring waters fall 9M 
Down the slope hills, AiMpexaeA, or in a lake,' 
That to the fringed bank with myrtle crown'd 
Her crystal mirror holds, unite their streams. 
The birds their choir apply ; airs, vernal airs. 
Breathing the smeU of field and grove, attune 965 
The trembling leaves, while univeruQ Pnn, 
Knit with the Graces and the Hours in dance. 
Led on th' eternal spring. Not that fair field 
Of Enna, where Proserpine gath'ring fiow'rs. 
Herself a fairer flow'r by gloomy Dis 270 

Was gather'dy which cost Ceres all that pain 
To seek her through the worid , nor that sweet grove 
Of Daphne by Orontes, and th' inspired 
Castalian spring, might with this Paradise 
Of Eden strive ; nor that Nyseian isle S75 

Girt with the river Triton, where old Cham, 
Whom Gentiles Ammon call and Lybian Jove, 
Hid Amalthea and her florid son 
Young Bacchus from his step-dame Rhea's eye ; 
Nor. where Abassin kings their issue guard, 180 
Mount Amara, thoil^h this by some supposed 

946, lmbrowv?d, from the rtalian. 

SM. Bentley oi^ects to tbii p&Mage as puerile, Irat In his ami 
•pint of hypercriticlsm. 

966. Pan was a symbol of nature anoof the ancients. Ths 
graces of mythological allusion were never more beautifully em- 
ployed than In the whole of thU fMsiare. 

Wl. Mount Amara was where the AlMrssinian kings kept their 
children guarded. It was inclosed wUh^alabaster rocks, which iC 
look a day to ascend. 
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Tnu PanidiM under the BAiop line 

By Niltts'- head, inclosed with shining rock, 

A whole day's journey high, but wide remote 

From this Assyrian garden, where the Fiend MA 

Saw undelighted all delight, all Uud 

Of liTing creatures, new to sight, and stno^e. 

Two of far nobler shape erect and tall, 

Godlike erect, with native honour clad 

In naked migesty seem'd lords of all, SOt 

And worthy seem'd ; for in their looks divine . 

The image of their glorious Maker shone. 

Truth, wisdom, sanctitude ssTero and pure, 

(Severe but in true filial freedom ]daced). 

Whence true authority in men ; ^ough both 9M 

Not equal, as their sex not equal seem'd : 

For contemplation he and valour form'd ; 

For softness she and sweet attractive grace ; 

He for God only, she for God in him : 

His fair lairge front and eye sublime, dedared MO 

Absolute rule ; and hyacinthine locks 

Round from his parted forelock manly hung 

Clust'ring, but not beneath his shoulders broad : 

She, as a veil down to the slender waist. 

Her unadorned golden tresses wore 309 

DishevelI'd, but iu wanton ringlets wared 

As the vine curls her tendrils ; which imply'd 

Subjection, but required with gentle sway. 

And by her yielded, by him best received ; 

Yielded with coy submission, modest pride, tlO 

And sweet reluctant amorous delay. 

Nor those mysterious parts were then conceal'd. 

Then was not guilty shame, dishonest shame 

Of Nature's works, honour dishonourable. 

Sin-bred, how have ye troubled all mankind B15 

With -shows instead, mere shows of seeming pore. 

And banish'd from man's life liis happiest life. 

Simplicity and spotless innocence 1 

So pass'd they naked on, nor shunn'd tiie sight 

Of God or Angel, for they thought no ill. S9t 

So hand in hand they pass'd , the loveliest pair 

That ever since in love's eui braces met ; 

390vDr. iWuUey liu>' pro|io«e(i with proprlsty, the i 
amrt ImUtiui o( in in Uik Uiw. 



BOOK lY. 97 

AcUm the goodliest man of men ainoe bom 
Hi* sons ' the fairest of her daughters Ene. 
Under * tuft of shade that on a green 81A 

Stoc^ whisp'ring soft, by a fresh fountain side 
Th^y sat them down ; and after no more toil 
Of their sweet gard'ning labour than sufficed 
To recommend cool Zephyr, and made ease 
More easy, wholesome tliirst and appetite 830 

More grateful, to their supper-fruits they fell. 
Nectarine fruits which the compliant boughs 
Yielded them, side-loDg as they sat recline 
On the soft downy bank damask'd with flow'rs. 
The saypury pulp they chew, and in the rind 88ft 
Still as they thirsted scoop the brimming stream ; 
Nor gentle purpose, nor endearing smiles 
Wanted, nor youthful dalliance as beseems 
Fair couple link'd in happy nuptial leag^ue, 
Alone as they. About them frisking play'd 340 

All beasts of th' earth, since wild, and of all chase 
In wood or wilderness, forest or den : 
Sporting the lion ramp'd. and in his paw 
Dandled the kid ; bears, tigers, ounces, pards, / 

Gambol'd before thenS : th' unwieldly elephant, 3-tft 
To make them mirth, used all his might, and wreath'd 
His lithe proboscis ; close the serpent sly 
Insinuating, wove with Gordian twine 
His braided train, and of his fatal guile 
Gave proof unheeded ; others o^ the g^rass 350 

Couch'd, and now fill'd with pasture, gazing sat, 
Or bedward ruminating ; for the Sun. 
Declined, was hasting now with prone caiser 
To th' ocean isles, and in th' ascending scale 
Of Hear'n Ae stars that usher ev'ning rose : 35ft 
When Satan still in gaze, as first be stood. 
Scarce thus at length fail'd speech recover'd sad : 
O Hell 1 what do mine eyes with grief behold i 
Into our room of bliss thus high advanced 
Creatures of other mould, earth-bom perhapsi 800 
Not Spiriu. yet to heav'niy Spii^ts bright 
Little inferior ; whom my thoughts pursue 
With wonder, and could love, so lively shines 
In th^m divine resemblance, and such gntcA 

a8f.Pi.vtti.8.fi«k,a.7. 

F 
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The Hand that fonn'd them on tiieir shape hath 

pour'd. S6{S 

Ah, gentle pair, ye little think how nigh 
Your change approaches, when all these delighS 
Will yanish and deliver ye to woe. 
More woe, the more your taste is now of joy ! 
Happy, but for so happy ill secured 370 

Long to continue, and this high seat your Heav'n 
111 fenced, for Heav'n to keep out such a foe 
As now is enter'd ; yet no purposed foe 
To you, whom I could pity thus forlorn 
Though I unpitied : League with you I seek, 37ft 
And mutual amity so strait, so close. 
That I with you must dwell, or you with me 
Henceforth. My dwelling haply may not please. 
Like this fair Paradise, your sense ; yet such 
Accept your Maker's work ; he gave it me, « 380 
Which I as freely give : Hell shall unfold. 
To entertain you two, her widest gates. 
And send forth all her kings ; there will be room. 
Not like these narrow limits, to receive 
Your num'rous offspring ; if no better place, 386 
Thank him who puts me loatlf to this revenge 
On you who wrong me not, fmr him who wrong'd. 
And should I at your harmleto innocence 
Melt, as I do, yet public reason just. 
Honour and empire with revenge enlai^eo, 390 
By conqu'ring this new world, compels me now 
To do what else, though damn'd, I should abhor 

So spake the Fiend, and with necessity. 
The tyrant's plea, excused his dev'lish deeds. 
Then from his lofty stand on that high tree 910 

Down he alights among the sportful herd 
Of those four-footed kinds, himself now one. 
Now other, as their shape served best his end 
Nearer to view his prey, and unespy'd 
To mark what of their state he more might leam 400 
By word or action mark'd ; about them round 
A lion now he stalks with fiery glare ; 
Then as a tiger, who by chance hath spy'd 
In some purlieu two gentle fawns at play. 
Straight couches close, then rising changes oft 
His couchant watch, as one who chose lis { 
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Whence nuhing he micrht surett seise them both 
Griped in each paw : when Adam, first of men 
To first of women Eto, dius moYing speech, 
Tum'd him all ear' to hear new utt'rance flow : 410 

Sole partner, and sole part, of all these joys. 
Dearer thyself than all ; needs mnst the Pow'r 
That made us, and for os this ample world. 
Be infinitely good, and of his good 
As liberal and free as infinite ; 415 

That raised us frum the dust, and placed us here 
In all this happiness, who at his hand 
Hare nothing merited, nor can perform 
Aught whereof he hath need ; he who requires 
From us no other service than to keep 4M 

This one, this easy chaige, of all the traes 
In Paradise that bear delicious fruit 
80 various, not to taste that only tree 
Of knowledge, planted by the tree of life ; 
So near grows death to life, whate'er death is, 4t5 
Some dreadful thing no doubt; for well thou know'st 
God hath pronounced it death to taste that tree, 
The only sign of our obedience left 
Among, so many signs of pow'r and rule 
Conferr'd upon us, and dominion giv'n 430 

Orer all other creatures that possess 
Earth, air, and sea. Then let ns not think hard 
One easy prohibi^on, who enjoy 
Free leare so large to all things else, and choice 
Unlimited of manif<dd delights : 435 

But let us erer praise him, and extol 
His bounty, following oub delightful task 
To prune diese growing plants, and tend these floVrs ; 
Which, were it toilsome, yet with thee were sweet. 
To whom thus Eye reply'd : O thou for whom 44* 
And from whom I was form'd flesh of thy fleih. 
And without whom am to no end, my guide 
And head, what thou hast said is just and right. 
For we to him indeed all praises owe, 
And daily thanks ; I chiefly who enjoy 440 

So far the happier lot, enjoying thee 
Pre-eminent by so much odds, while thou 
like c<mBort to thyself canst no where find. 
431. Gm. tt. 1«. atao Gen. L M. 
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That Aay I oft remember, when from deep 

I first awaked, and found mynelf reposed 4M 

Under a shade on flow'rs, much wond ring where 

And what I was, whence thither brought, and how. 

Not distant far from thence wi murm'ring sound 

Of waters issued from a cave, and spread 

Into a liquid plain, then stood unmored 4K 

Pure as th' expanse of Hear'n. I thither went 

With unexperienced thought, and laid me down 

On the green bank, to look into the clear 

Smooth lake, that to me seem'd another sky. 

As I bent down to look, just opposite 4M 

A shape within the wat'ry gleam appear'd. 

Bending to look on me. I started back ; 

It started back : but pleased 1 soon retum*d ; 

Pleased it recum'd as soon with answ'ring looki 

Of sympathy and love : there I had ftx'd 48S 

Mine eyes till now, and pined with rain desire. 

Had not a voice thus wam'd me. What thou aeest. 

What there thou seest, fair Creature, is thyself; ■ 

With thee it came and goes : but follow me. 

And I will bring thee where no shadow stays 470 

Thy coming, and thy soft embraces, he 

Whose image thou art ; him thou shalt ei^oy 

Inseparably thine : to him shalt bear 

Multitudes like thyself, and thence be cidl'd 

Mother of Human Race. What could I do 475 

But follow straight, invisibly thus led T 

Till I espy'd thee, fair indeed and tall, 

Under a platan ; yet methought less fair. 

Less winning soft, less amiably mild. 

Than that smooth wat'ry image. Back I tnm'd : 4M 

Thou following cry'dst aloud. Return, fair Eve; 

Whom fly'st thou t whom thou fly'st, of him tfaoa art; 

His flAh, his bone : to give thee being I lent 

Out of my side to thee, nearest my heart 

Substantial life, to have thee by my side 488 

Henceforth an individual solace dear; 

Part of my soul I seek thee, and thee claim 

My other half: with that thy gentle hand 

4S1. Mnton** ilrtt edition read thu; the tecoDd, f^tder m tkait 
•fJUn^rtt bat the; repoaed not under, bat on flowef% 
^ 4a.Geail.S3. 
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Seized mine ; I yielded, and from that time see 
How beauty is excell'd by manly grace 490 

Aad wisdom, which alone is truly fair. 

So spake our gen'ral mother, and with eyes 
Of conjugal attraction unreproved, 
And meek surrender, half embracing lean'd 
On our first father ; half her swelling breast 4W 
Naked met his under the flowing gold 
Of her loose tresses hid : he in delight. 
Both of her beauty and submissive charms, 
Smiled with superior love, as Jupiter 
On Juno smiles when he impreg^s the clouds . dOt 
That shed May flow'rs ; and press'd her matron lip 
With kisses pure. Aside the Devil tum'd 
For envy, yet with jealous leer malign 
Eyed them askance, and to himself thus *plain'd : 

Si^t hateful! sight tormenting! thus Uteae two, 
Imparadised in one another's arms, 600 

The happier Eden, shall enjoy their fill 
Of bliss on bliss ; while I to Hell am thrust. 
Where neither joy nor love, but fierce desire. 
Among our other torments not the least, 6 10 

Still unfulfiU'd with pain of longing, pines. 
Yet let me not forget what I have gain'd 
From their ovm mouths : all is not theirs, it seems; 
One fatal tree there stands, of Knowledge call'd, 
Forbidden them to taste : Knowledge forbidden t 510 
Suspicious, reasonless. Why should their Lord 
Enry them that t Ci^ it be sin to know 1 
Can it be death T And do they only stand 
By ignorance t Is that their happy state. 
The proof of their obedience and 'heir faith f 6M 
O fair foundation laid whereon to build 
Their mini Hence I will excite their minds 
With more desire to know, and to reject 
Envious commands, invented M-ith design 
To keep them. low whom knowledge might exalt 8S9 
Equal with Gods : aspiring to be such, 
They taste and die. What likelier can ensue t 
But first ytith narrow search I must walk round 

4». Jupiter la here flgaraUre of the Heaven, and Juno of Ae Hr 

MJ. Imparadised this wafd had been umhI before, hj 

Sir PMlIp aiAo^ In th» Arcadia. 
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Thu farden* and no comer leave un«py*d : 

A chance bat chance may lead where I mayNnaet 9M 

Some wand'ring Spirit vi Hear'n by fountain aide. 

Or in thick shade retired, from him to draw 

What further would be leam'd. live while ye »tyf 

Yet happy pair; enjoy, till I return, 

Short pleasurefl, for long woea are to succeed. 835 

So saying, his proud step he scornful tum'd* 
But with sly circtunspection, and began 
Thro' wood, thro' waste, o'er hill, o'er dale, his roam. 
Meanwhile in utmost longitude, where Hear'n 
With earth and ocean iheets, the setting Sun M9 
Slowly descended, and with right asptet 
Against the eastern gate of Paradise 
LeyoU'd his ey'ning rays : it was a rock 
Of alabaster, piled up to the clouds. 
Conspicuous far, winding with one ascent Mft 

Accessible from earth, tme entrance high; 
"nie rest was craggy cliff, that oTerhung 
Still as it rose, impossible to climb. 
Betwixt these rocky pillars Gabriel sat. 
Chief of th' angelic guards, awaiting night ; 5M 
About him exercised heroic games 
Th' unarmed youth of Heav'n, but nigh at hand 
Celestial armoury, shields, helms, and spears. 
Hung high with diamond flaming, and with gold. 
Thither came Uriel, gliding through th' eren 559 
On a sun-beam, swift as a shooting star 
In autumn thwarts the night, when rapours iired 
Impress the air, and shews the mariner 
From what point of his compass to beware 
Impetuous Mrinds. He thus began in haste : 5M 

Gabriel, to thee thy course by lot hath gir^ 
Charge and strict watch, that to this happy jplaoe 
No cTil thing approach or enter in. 
This day at highth of noon came to my sphere 
A Spirit, sealous, as he seem'd, to know 585 

More of th' Almighty's works, and chiefly Man, 

M9. For mention of Gabriel, tee Daolet vll. and tx. alto Luke L 
hit name aifpaifles the man or the pmotr «fOod. 

M5. Through th' even, or that part of the heaven* now becooi. 
lag dark with th« approachinf eveniny. ' 

56K This la in allusion to the oounet of the priesta in the test* 
pie tenlce : aee l Chron, xxir. aad Luke i. 8, 9. 
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God's latest image : I desicribed his way 
Bent all on speed, and mark'd his aery gpait; 
But in the mount that lies from Eden north. 
Where he first lighted, soon discem'd his looks ffTO 
Alien firom Hear'n, with' passions far obscured; 
Mine eye pursued him still, but under shade ^ 
Lost sight of him. One of the banish'd crew, 
I fear, hath rentured from the deep, to raise 
New troubles : him thy care must be to find. 675 

To whom the winged warrior thus retnm'd : 
Uriel, no wonder if thy perfect sight, 
Amid the Sun's bright circle, where thou sitt'st. 
See far and wide : in at this gate none pass 
The Tigilance here placed, but such as come 580 
Well known from Hear'n ; and since meridian hour 
No creature thetice : if Spirit of other sort 
So minded, hare o'erleap'd these earthy bounds 
On purpose* hard thou luiow'st it to exclude 
Spiritual substance with corporeal bar. 585 

But if within the circuit of these walks. 
In whatsoerer shape he lurk, of whom 
Thou tell'st, by morrow dawning I shall know. 

So promised he ; and Uriel to his charge 589 

Return'd on that bright beam, whose p<nnt now raised. 
Bore him slope downward to the Sun, now falVn 
Beneath th' Azores ; whether the prime orb, 
Incredible how swift» had thither roll'd 
Diurnal, or this less Toli^ble earth. 
By shorter flight to th' east, had left him there 505 
Arraying with reflected purple' and gold 
The clouds that on his western throne attend. 
Now came still ev'ning on, and twilight grey 
Had in her sober liv'ry all things clad ; 
Silence accompanied : for beast and bird, 600 

They to their grassy couch, these to their nests, 

M7. Th« Ant Inoige of God was Christ; tbe second, Angfels; 
the Itst, Man —Described, that is, observed attentively. 

S99. The AzoresMTe islands in the Atlantic, off the coast of Per* 
tagal. Tbe word is to be pronounce<l as three syllables. 

S94. FoiHble, with the tt pronounced Ion;. 

MO. This is the fint evening in tbe time of the poem, and itfur- 
nisbes Milton with an opportunity of purtin; forth the splendour 
of bis descriptive genius in one <^ its most ma^niiicent eifortB. 
One of the commentators on Uiis passage absurdly reinarlcs that It 
«M the poet's weak eyes made him love to mendoo the evening 
IwUight. 
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Weca dunk., all but the wakeful nightingale : 
She all night long her am'roos descant sung z 
Silence was pleased* Now glow'd the firmament 
With living sapphires : Hesperus, that led OtS 

The starry host, rode brightest, till the Moon^ 
Rising in clouded mi^e><:7* <^t length 
Apparent queen, unveil'd her peerless light. 
And o'er the dark her silTer mantle threw. 

When Adam thus to Eve : Fair Consort, th'honr 
Of night, and aH things now retired to rest, 611 
Mind us of like repose, since God hath set 
Labour and rest, as day and night, to men 
Successive ; and the timely dew of sleep 
Now falling, with soft slumb'rous weight inclines 
Our eye-lids. Other creatures all day long 016 

Rove idle, unemploy'd, and less need rest; 
Man hath his daily work of body or mind 
Appointed, which declares bis dignity, , 
And the regard of Hear'n on all his wa3^ j 620 

While other animals inactive range ; 
And of their doings God takes no account 
To-morrow, ere fresh morning streak the east 
With first approach of lig^t, we must be ris'n. 
And at our pleasant labour, to reform 685 

Yon flow'ry arbours, yonder alleys green. 
Our walk at noon, with branches OTergrown, 
That mock our scant manuring, and require 
More hands than ours to lop their wanton growth : 
Those blossoms also, and those dropping gums, 636 
That lie bestrown unsighfly and unsmooth. 
Ask riddance, if we mean to tread with ease ; 
Meanwhile, as Nature wills. Night bids us rest. 

To whom thus Eve, with perfect beauty' adom'd : 
My Author and Disposer, what thou bidst, 636 

Unargued, I obey ; so God ordains ; 
God is thy law, thou mine.; to know no more 
Is woman's happiest knowledge and her praise. 
With thee conversing I forget all time ; 
All seasons and their change, all please alike. 646 
Sweet is the breath of Mom, her rising sweet, 

637. fValks in the flrat edldon. 
ass. Manuring ,• in Uie lenM of the French manmmvn, to aw* 
lUtftf or euUitmte. 
640. The Bcaaont of the day, not of the year, are here aMHMb 
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Witli charm of earliest birds ; pleasant die Sun* 
When first on this delightful land he spreads 
His orient beams, oa herb, tree, frait, and flower, 
Glist'ring with dew ; fragrant the fertile earth MA 
After soft show'rs ; and sweet the coming on 
Of grateful ev'ning mild ; then silent Night, 
With this her solemn bird, and this fair Moon, 
And these the gems of Ueay'n, her starry train ; 
But neither breath ef Mom, when she ascends 6M 
With charm of earliest birds ; nor rising Son 
On this delightful land ; nor herb, fruit, flower, 
Glist'ring with dew ; ner fragrance after showers ; 
Nor grateful er'ning mild ; nor silent Night 
With this her solemn bird, nor walk by Moon, 65ft 
Or glitt'ring star-ligHt, without thee is sweet. 
But wherefore all night long shine these t For whom 
This glorious sight, when sleep hath shut all eyes ? 

To whom our general ancestor reply'd : 
Daughter of God and Man, accomplish'd Eve, 664 
These have their course to finish round the earth 
By morrow ev'ning, and from land to land 
In order, though to nations yet inborn, 
Minist'ring light prepared, they set and rise ; 
Lest total darkness should by night regain 669 

Her old possession, and extinguish life 
In nature and all things, which these soft fires 
Not only enlighten, but with kindly heat 
Of various influence, foment and warm. 
Temper or nourish, or in part shed down 670 

Their stellar virtue on all kinds that grow 
On earth, made hereby apter to receive 
Perfection from the Sun's more potent ray. 
Thes^then, though nnbeheld in deep of night, 674 
Shine not in vain ; nor think, tho' men were none, 
That Heav'n would want spectators, Qod want praise 

<4e. A very tngenioa> essay has been written, by whom I forgeC, 
todww that the ancients considered the nightingale's songr cheer* 
M. 061. Tkote is read in some editions. 

971. Milton's affectation of learninsr has been mentioned ani 
objected to. I venture, however, to observe, though he may seem 
to Dave erred when sucn passage in tiis poem are subjected to th« 
severe and particularizing eve of a critic, that, taken as a whole, 
Its grandeur and splendid effect upon the mind would Imvebeea 
considerably leas, had these appliances of a high knowledge bsea 
unemployed in it> illustration. 
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MiUioDfl of spiritoal creatures walk, the earth 
Unseen, both when we wake and when we sleep. 
All these with ceaseless praise his works behold. 
Both day and night. How often from the steep 080 
Of echoing hill or thicket have we heard 
Celestial roices to the midnight air» 
Sole, or responsive each to other's note. 
Singing their great Creator! Oft in bands 6M 

While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk 
With heay'nly touch of Instrumental sounds. 
In full harmonic number join'd, their songs 
Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to Heav'n. 

Thus talking hand in hand alone they pass'd 
On to. their blissful bow'r ; it was a place 090 

Chosen by the Sov'reign Planter, when he framed 
All things to Man's delightful use. The roof 
Of thickest covert was inwoven shade 
Laurel and myrtle, and what higher grew 
Of firm and fragrant leaf : on either side 005 

Acanthus, and each odorous bushy shrub 
Fenced up the verdfpt wall ; each beauteous flow*r. 
Iris all hues, roses, and jessamine, 
Rear'd high their flburish'd heads between, and 
Mosaic : underfoot the violet, [wrought 

Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich inlay 701 

Hroider'd the g^round, more colour'd than with stone 
Of costliest emblem. Other creature here, 
Beast, bird, insect, or worm, durst enter none : 
Such was their awe of Man. In shadier bower 705 
More «acred and sequester'd, though but feign'd, 
Pan or SyWanus never slept, nor Nymph 
Nor Faunus haunted. Here, in close recess, 
With flowers, garlands, and sweet-smelling herbs, 
Espoused Eve deck'd first her nuptial bed, 710 

And heav'nly choirs the hymenean sung, 
What day the genial Angel to our sire 
Brought her in naked beauty more'adom'd. 
More lovely than Pandora, whom the Gods ^ 

Endow'd with all their gifts : and O too like 715 

700. Hoippr, II. xIt. 847. 
714. Pandora, tiit fable of Kandora's box needs no exptonsttea. 
— iuthentic Jiie, the original, and prototrpe, or the aoorce ol 
Mrtiiljr ^rrt.^—Vnwiaer b not a comparltive here, but i 
mnmite 
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In sad eTent, when to th' imwiser mm 
Of Japhet brought by Hermes, she ensnaied 
Mankind with her fair looks, to be avenged 
On him who had stole JoTe's authentic fire. 

Thus at their shady lodge arrired, both stood, 7St 
Both tom'd, and under open sky adored 
The God that made both sky, air, earth, and heaT*n» 
Which they beheld, the moon's resplendent globe. 
And starry pole : Thou also mad'st the night. 
Maker omnipotenf, and thou |^e day, 718 

Which we in our appointed work employ'd 
Hare finish'd^ happy in our mutual help 
And mutual lore, the crown of all our bUss 
Ordain'd by thee ; and this delicious plaoe 
For us too large, where thy abundance wauta 7M 
Partaken, and uncropt falls to the ground. 
But thou base promised from us two a race 
To fill the earth, who shall with us extol 
Thy goodness infinite, both when we wake 
And when we Seek, as now, thy gift of sleep. 7M 

This said unanimous, and other rites 
Observing none, but adoration pure 
Which God likes best, into their inmost bower 
Handed they went ; and eased the putting off- 
These troublesome disguises which w^^vear, 740 
Straight side by side were laid ; nor tum'd I ween 
Adam from his fair spouse, nor Eve the rites 
M3rsterious of connubial love refused : 
Whatever hypocrites austerely talk 
Of purity, and place, and innocence, 74S 

Defaming as impure what God declares 
Pure, and commands to some, leaves free to aU. 
Our Maker bids increase ; who bids abstain 
But oar Destroyer, foe to God and Man t 
Hail wedded Love, mysterious law, true sooioe 7M 
Of human offspring, sole propriety 
In Paradise of all things common else. 
By thee adult'rons lust was driven from men. 
Among the bestial herds to range ; by thee. 
Founded in reason, loyal, just, and pore, 748 

' T46. Id tllaHon to 1 Tin. tv. 1, 9, 9. 

. 7M. Hill tpoMropbe is Hid to be borrowed ftoBONtofTVil* 
kMsis. itjfStriotu: See Eph. v. as. 
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Relatioiis dear, and all the cbarities 

Of father, son, and brother, first were known- 

Far be 't, that I should write thee sin or blame, 

Or think thee unbefitting holiest place, 

Perpetual fountain of domestic sweets, 760 

Whose bed is undefiled and chaste pronounced » 

Present, or past, as saints and patriarchs used. 

Here Lore hi» golden shafts employs, here lights 

His constant lamp, and wares his purple wings. 

Reigns here and rev^ ; not in the bought smile 76b 

Of harlots, loveless, jobless, unendear'd. 

Casual fruition ; nor in court-amours, 

Mix'd dance, or wanton mask, or midnight ball. 

Or serenate, which the starved lover sings 

To his proud fair, best quitted with disdain. 770 

These, lull'd by nightingales, embracing, slept. 

And on their naked limbs the flow'ry roof 

Shower'd roses, which the mom repair'd. Sleep on. 

Blest pair ! and O yet happiest, if ye seek 

No happier state, and know to know no more. 775 

Now had Night jneasured with her shadowy cone 
Half way up hill this vast sublunar vault, 
. And firom their ivory port the Cherubim 
Forth issuing at th' accustom'd hour, stood arm'd 
To their nightn<ratche8 in warlike parade, 780 

When Gabriel to his next in power thus spake : 

Uzziel, half these draw off, and coast tiie south 
With strictest watch ; these other wheel the north ; 
Our circuit meets full west. As flame they part ; 
Half wheeling to the shield, half to the spear. 789 
From these, two strong and subtle Spirits he call'd 
That near him stood, and gave them thus in charge : 

Ithuriel and Zephon, with wing'd speed 
Search thro' this garden; leave unsearch'd no nook; 
But chiefly where those two fair creatures lodge» 
Now laid perhaps asleep, secure of harm. 791 

This evening from the Sun's decline arrived 

TSS. The ekarUie$i the sffectioM called fsrfli by the 
nlstiont of life. 761. Hdk. xUl. 4." 

TW. SerenmU : Milton folkm* the Itallui ia hk qwDIaff. 

Starved: cold, nnacceptatd. 

78S. UxxieL the «trenftfi of God. 

784. See Heh. cbu>. L 

TSS. Muriel, the diMovenr of God. Zepham,%mMt, 

or searcher of tecrels. 
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Who tellf of some infernal Spirit seen 
Hitherward bent (who could have bought t) e«caped 
The bars of Hell, on errand bad no doubt : 70S 

Such where ye find, seize fast, and hither bring. 

So saying, on he led his radiant files, 
Dazzling the moon ; these to the bower direct, 
In search of whom they- sought : him there they found, 
Squat like a toad, close at the ear of Eve, 800 

Assaying by his devilish art to reach 
The organs of her fancy', and with them foi^ge 
OlnsiOns as he list, phantai— and dreams ; 
Or if, inspiring venom, he m%ht taint 
rh* animal spirits that from pure blood arise, 805 
lake gentle breaths from rivers pure, thence raise 
At least di8temper'4, iiscontented thoughts, 
Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate desires, 
Blown up with high conceits, ingendering pride. 
Him thus intent Ithuriel with his spear 810 

Fouch'd lightly ; for no falsehood can endure 
Touch of celestial temper, but returns 
Of force to its own likeness. Up he starts, 
Discover'd and surprised. As when avpark 
Lights on a heap of nitrous powder, laid 815 

Fit for the tun some magazine to store 
Against a rumour'd war, the smutty grain 
With sudden blaze diffused, inflames the air ; 
So started up in his own shape the F4end. 
Back stept those two fair Angels, half amazed 820 
So sudden to behold the grisly king ; 
Tet thiui, unmoved with fear, accost him soon : 

Which of those rebel Spirits, adjudged to Hell, 
Com'st thou, escaped thy prison t and transform'd, 
Why sat'st thou like an enemy in wait, 825 

Here watching at the head of these that sleep f 

Know ye not thea, said Satan, fill'd with scorn, 
Know ye not me ? Ye knew me once no mate 
For you ; there sitHnj where ye dv'-st not soar. 
Not to know me, anr%e» yourwlves unknown, 830 
The lowest of your vhrcog ; or if ye k^ow. 
Why ask ye, and superfivou* b^g^a 

7M. JSri«A«r, thstk, wherever th»»p«dierwHu«sAerwu4sb«» 
804. Virj^l, ^ne. K > V. ., 1. 
•14. Arloctn employs Um ti ~~ *" 
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Yoar mefMge, like to end at much in rain f 

To whom thus Zephon, answering scorn with soom . 
Think not, revDlted Spirit, thy shape the same, 83S 
Or oudiminish'd brightness, to be known 
As when thou stood'st in HeaT*n upright and pore ; 
That glory then, Vhen thou no more wast good. 
Departed from thee' ; and thou resemblest now 
Thy sin and place <^ doom obscure and foul. 840 
But come ; for thou, be sure, shalt gire account 
To him who sent us, whose chai^ is to keep 
This place inviolable, and these Arom harm. 

So spake the Cherub ; and his grave Yebnke, 
Severe in youthful beauty, added gtAce 846 

Invincible. Abash'd the Devil stood, 
And felt how awful goodness is, and saw 
Virtue' in her shape how lovely ; saw and pined 
His loss ; but chiefly to find here observed 
His lustre visibly impair'd ; yet seem'd 850 

Undaunted. If I must contend, said he, 
Best with the best, the sender not the sent. 
Or all at once ; more glory will be won. 
Or less be lo^ Thy fear, said Zephon bold. 
Will save us trial what the least can do 895 

Single against thee wicked, and thence weak. 

The Fiend reply'd not, overcome with rage ; 
But like a proud steed rein'd, went haughty on. 
Champing his iron curb. To strive or fly 
He held it vain ; awe from above had quell'd 8G0 
His heart, not else dismay 'd. Now drew they nigh 
The western point, where those half-rounding guards 
Just met, and closing stood in squadron join'd. 
Awaiting next command. To whom their chief, 
Gabriel from the front, thus call'd aloud : 805 

O friends, I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hasting this way, and now by glimpse discern 
Ithuriel and Zephon through the shade. 
And with them comes a third <^ regal port. 
But faded splendour wan ; who, by his gait 87f 

And fierce demeanour, seems the prince of HeU, 

•M. Bentley propowi a aew resdinr, * Or brifhtnew oadiial- 
■lib*d* la the next line : NewlMi to dMoge tk^ into Ay in tfas 



MS. It is obiened, that Miltoa taM foUowed Homer la tirii 
' ~ tlLz.«a3. 
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Kot likely to part hence without cooteat : 
8tand firm, for in hu look defiance lonn. 

He scarce had ended, when those two approach'd, 
And brief related whom they brought, where found. 
How busy'd, in what form and posture couch'd. 871 

To whom with stem regard thus Gabriel spake : 
Why hast thou, Satan, broke the bounds prescribed 
To tl^y transgressions, and disturb'd the charge 
Of otibers, who approve not to transgress 880 

By thy example, but have pow'r and right 
To question thy bold entrance on tbb place ; 
Employ'd it seems to violate sleep, and those 
Whose dwelling God hath planted here in bliss! 

To whom thus Satan with contemptuous brow : 9SS 
Gabriel, thou hadst in Heav'n th' esteem of wise. 
And such I held thee ; but this question ask'd 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain ? 
Who would not, finding way, break loose from Hell, 
Fhough thither doom'd? TJiou would'st thyself, no 
doubt, 800 

\nd boldly venture to whatever place 
Farthest from pain,where thou might'sthope to change 
Torment with ease, and soonest recompense 
Dole with delight, which in this place I sought ; 
To thee no reason, whe knowest only good, 895 

But evil hast not try'd : and -wilt object 
His will who bound us 1 Let him surer bar 
His iron gates, if he intends our stay 
In that dark durance : thus much what was ask'd. 
The restns true, they found me where they say; 900 
But that implies not violence or harm. 

Thus he in scorn. The warlike Angel moved 
Disdainfully, half smiling, thus reply d : 

O loss of one in Heav'n to judge of wise, 
Since Satan fell, whom folly overthrew, 905 

And now returns him from his prison 'scaped. 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wise 
Or not, who ask what boldness brought him hither. 
Unlicensed from his bounds in Hell prescribed; 
So wise he judges it to fly from pain OM 

878. Bentley thinks trmugreuioiu thould be tskea ia UmTmbm 
9i$rtn»eurtions, that is, to pass over bounds. . 

8M. Torment wUh easCf a Lstin idioobi 

I 
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Howerer, and to 'scape hia punbihiDent. 

So judge thon still, presumptuous, till the wrath. 

Which thou incurr st by flying, ir«et thy flight 

SeT'nfold, and scourge that wisdom back to Hell 

Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 91S 

Can equal anger infinite provoked. 

But wherefore thou alone t Wherefore with thee 

Came not all Hell Lrolce loose 1 Is pain to them 

Less pain, less to be fled 1 or thou than they 

Less hardy to endure t Courageous Chief, 990 

The first in flight from pain, hadst thou alleged 

To thy deserted host this cause of flight, 

Thou surely hadst not come sole fugitive. 

To which the Fiend thus answer d, frowning stem: 
Not that I less endure, or shrink from pain, 9t9 
Insulting Angel : well thou know'st I stood 
Thy fiercest, when in battle to thy aid 
The blasting volley'd thunder made all speed. 
And seconded thy else not dreaded spear. 
But still thy words at random, as before, 039 

Argue thy inexperience what behoves 
From hanl assays and ill successes past, 
A faithful leader, not to hazard all 
Through ways of danger by himself untry'd : 
1 therefore, I alone first undertook 939 

To wing the desolate abyss, and spy 
This new-created world, whereof in Hell 
Fame is not silent, here in hope to find 
Better abode, and my afilicted Pow'rs 
To setde here on earth, or in mid-air; 940 

Though for possession put to try nnce more 
What thou and thy gay legi'^ ^ dare against ; 
Whose easier bus'ness were to serve their Lord 
High up in Heav'n, with songs to hymn his throne^ 
And practised distances to cringe, not fight. 945 

To whom the warrior Angel soon reply 'd : 
To say and straight unsay, pretending first 
Wise to fly pain, professing next the spy, 
Argues no leader, but a liar traced, 
Satan, and couldst thou faithful add t O name, 9M 



937. Thyfitrcttt! the a4iective m a substatithre, u in fi 
alreadj alleged. 
MS. Thy is read in tbe second edition. 
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O sarred oame of faiUifiilneM profaned I 

Faithful to whom t to thy rebellioui crew f 

Army of Fiends, fit body to fit head. 

Was this your discipline and faith engaged, 

Your military' obedience, to dissolve M,<s 

Allegiance to th' acknowledged Pow'r Supreme t 

And thou, sly hypocrite, who now wouldst seem 

Patron of liberty, who more than thou 

Once fawn'd, and cring^, and servilely adored 

Heav'n's awftil Monarch 1 wherefore but in hope Q0O 

To disiKMHKSs him, and thyself to reign 7 

But mark what 1 arreed thee now, Avaunt ; 

Fly thither whence thou fledst : if from this hour 

Within these hallow'd limits thou appear. 

Back to th' infernal pit I drag thee chain'd, MK 

And seal thee so, as henceforth not to scorn 

The facile gates of Hell too slightly barr'd. 

So threaten'd he ; but Satan to no threau 
Gave heed, but, waxing more in rage, reply'd : 

Then when I am thy captive, talk of chains, 090 
Proud limitary Cherub; but ere then 
Far heavier load thyself expect to feel 
From my prevailing arm, though Heav'n's' King 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy compeers. 
Used to the yoke, draw^st his triumphant wheels 97& 
In progress through the road of Heav'n star-paved. 

While thus he spake, th' angelic squadron bright 
Tum'd fiery red, sharp'ning in mooned h(y*ns 
Their phalanx, and began to hem liim round 
With ported spears, as thick as when a field OM 
Of Ceres ripe for harvest waving bends 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 
Sways them ; the careful plowman doubting stand*, 
Lest on the threshing-floor his hopeful sheaves 
Prove chaff. On th' other side Satan, alarm'd, 989 
Cciiecting all his might, dilated stood. 
Like Teneriff or Atlas, unremoved : 

MS. Jrreed, to decree or sward. 

Mi. Drag J tiie pretent for the fature. 960. Rev. xz. S. 

971. Umitan, tettlnr bonndt to. Pt. xvUi. 10 

974. Ezek. chap. i. x. tnd xt. 

980. Ported, borne pointed towards hio. 

989. Tteso applies the epithet ditUw to hi» hero Arfsatet wUtt 

preparing to flicht with Tsncred. 
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flia stature reach'd the sky, and on his crest 
Sat horror plumed ; nor wanted in bis gnjtp [deed* 
What seem'd both spear and shield. Now dreadful 
Might have ensued, nor only Paradise 991 

In this commotion, but the starry cope 
Of Heav'n perhaps, or all the elements 
At least had gone to wrack, distnrb'd and torn 
With riolence of this conflict, had not soon 996 

Th' Etenud to prevent such horrid fray. 
Hong forth f « Hear'n his golden scales, yet seen 
Betwixt Astrea and the Scorpion sign. 
Wherein all things created first he weigh'd. 
The pendulous round earth with balanced air lOOt 
In counterpoise, now ptrnders all events. 
Battles, and realms : in these he put two weights. 
The sequel each of parting and of fight ; 
The latter quick up flew, and kick'd the beam ; 
Which Gabriel spying, thus bespake the Fiend : 1005 
Satan, I know thy streng^, and thou know'st mine ; 
Neither our own, but gir'n. What folly then 
To boast what arms can do t since thine no more 
Than Heav'n permits, nor mine, though doubled now 
To trample thee as mire : for proof look up, 1010 
And read thy lot in yon celestial sig^, [weak. 

Where thou art weigh'd, and shewn how light, how 
If thou resist. The Fiend look'd up, and knew 
His mounted scale aloft : nor more ; but fled 
Murm'ring, and with him fled the shades of night. 

989. A powerful peraonification of horror. 

1009. The nme alle^n is employed by both Homer and Virgii, 
and in Scripture we find Daniel informing: Belthazzar that be was 
veifhed in the balances: for illustrations of this |iassaee, see Jok 
xsviii. xxxvil. Isa. xl. 1. Sam. li. 3. Proverbs xvl. S. and Dan. f . 

1003. Bentley propose* to read dfiuii instead of $«mul, but Iks 
latter U preferable, see Horn. II. vUl. 69. also Virfil, JEn. slU TU. 

1013. Milton follows Scripture and not the poets la r 
Ihe icsle ascend in token of Ticlory. 



BOOK T. 

THE ABGUMENT. 

UnfBlfiif ■jmvrotcbeHj ^m n^Uu* to Adan bcr treuble nn M 
ImAmj be ItkAi it ]h>i» fet L^qEMr>^rL< her: Tbey come forth t* 
Jfcelf dii IMtoitTv ; Tktir iNrtrn,i-c 'lymn at tlie door of theif 
boweri. Gri»|^ to rcn^der m^n lnt^'V^n^ible* sends Raphiiel to ad- 
oibtttKl; him or hb obcdifLLL-H, lA .m free estate, of his enenjr 
t]«ar jii hdiikd, wha ti4^ ii^j d.i.l ■• \ m . enemy, and whatever eiae 
Bujr a.vEx\ Adam Eo knot^', i . mes down to Panulise, his 

m|7j;H:iu-diice di>:£^-rttMMl, (li$ - . , >• ceriied by Adam af.ir ofl, 
■Itiiii^ at ilie j^rtojr ur 4;ii» U".'- . «s out to meet liim, brings 

hiJii to tiin \wi9e, (^uttfi-tuliu \mn ^viLh the choicest fruits of i'ara- 
due if<rt [Fip^tJit^r by Eve ; thvit dn».-"ine at t.ble : liuphael |Mjr- 
foriiu tjLn luiHQwet iiLtudiii Ailmn i>f 4«j4 state and of hiM enemy; 
iclilBa, ui. Aduu^i n.>qtwit« vrhtt ih it <'iiemy is. and how he came 
to be Mt, beifinninif frnm 1iid Ar^L Fx-L-olt in msiven, and tt)u oo- 
CAhoU LhtrnvT; how he druw tLiiJ lui^ious after him to ttie paro^ 
df tlie hdrLli^ &i]d Hii-rc Liuriiul Eiitrii e.. rebel with liim, persuiuiing 
>|] biit only Mtdivl b Seraph ; vpUu ui argument dltMuadcs and 
fvppiwj btnt^ Uitn foTitake* tiLia. 

Now mom her rosy steps in th' eastern clinie 

Adyanniug, sow'd the earth with orient pearl, 

When Adam waked, so custom 'd, for his sleep 

Was aery light from pore digestion bred, 

And temp'rate vapours bland, which th'only sutmd 5 

Of leaves mad fuming rills, Aurora's fan. 

Lightly dispersed, and the shrill matin song 

Of birds on er'ry bough ; so much the more 

His wonder was to find unwaken'd Eve 

With tresses discomposed, and glowing cheek, 10 

As through vnquiet rest ; he on his side 

Leaning, half raised, with looks of cordial love 

Hung over her enamour'd, and beheld 

Beauty, which whether waking or asleep, 

Shot forth peculiar graces *, then with voice 15 

Mild, as when Zephyrus on Flora breathes, 

Her hand soft touching, whisper'd thus : Awake, 

My fairest, my espoused, my latest found, 

Heav'n's last best g^ft, my ever new delight, 

Awake ; the morning shines, and the fresh field 90 

1. This IS a lonely description of niorninir, and the more beau- 
tiful because not separated from the consideration of the actors 
In the poem.— I think it will be ?enenilly found that poets ol 
great eminence seldom Indul^ tnemseives in pure description, 
or rather, that their descriptioiis are almost always mixed up with 
cirrnmstance and detail. 

». IVhtcA Kfers to tUtp, not to s 
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Calls ns ; we lose the prime, to mark, how springy 
Oar tender plants, how blows the citron g^re. 
What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed« 
How Nature paints her colours, how the bee 
Sits on the bkiom extracting liquid sweet. S9 

Such whisp'ring waked her, but with startled eye 
On Adam, whom embracing, thus she spake : 

O sole in whom my thoughts find all repose. 
My glory, my perfection, glad I see 
Thy face, and mom retum'd ; for I this night 90 
(Such night till this I never pass'd) hare dream'd. 
If dream'd, not as I oft am wont, of thee. 
Works of day past, or morrow's next design. 
But of offence and trouble, which my mind 
Knew never till this irksome night. Methought, 35 
Close at mine ear one caU'd me forth to walk. 
With gently voice ; I thought it thine : it said. 
Why sleep'st thou. Eve 1 now is the pleasant time. 
The cool, the silent, save where silence yields 
To the night-warbling bird, that now awake 4t 

Tunes sweetest his love-labour'd song ; now reigns 
Full orb d the moon, and with more pleasing light 
Shadowy sets off the face of things ; in vain. 
If none regard ; Heav'n wakes with all his eyes. 
Whom to behold but thee, Nature's desire ? 45 

In whose sight all things joy, with ravishment 
Attracted by thy beauty still to gaze. 
I rose as at thy call, bat found thee not; 
To find thee I directed then my walk ; 
And on, methought, alone I pass'd through ways 50 
That brought me on a sudden to the tree 
Of interdicted knowledge : fair it seem'd» 
Much fairer to my fancy than by day : 
And as I woud'ring look'd, beside it stood 94 

34. I am Inclined to think that this m«titlon of nature \m the 
only Uemiih In the pswsffe : none of Adam's curioui questtoniiufi 
which have been reprobated by writers, were unnatural in a being 
continaalljr contemplating the universe with an undi^med eye ; 
but it Is very inconsistent to sopfiose he would personify the prin- 
ciple of things, and separate its operation from the immediate 
action of the divine hand.— Nature was a noble and splendid cos- 
ceptlon in the mind of the heathen poeu and philosopnen, bat 
it b a puerile contradiction after the thoughts have been lonf 



•xcd on a personal Deity. 
41. UUtxAkevn appli 

Indifferently. 



•lied by Milton to the nightingale 
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One shAped and wing'd, like one of thoM from Heav'a 

By us oft teen. Hid dewy locks dictill'd 

Ambrosia : on that tree be also gazed ; 

iind O fair plant, said he, with fruit surcharged, 

Deigns none to ease thy load and taste thy sweet 

Nor God, nor Man ? is knowledge so despised t 60 

Or enyy', or what reserve forbids to taste ? 

Forbid who will, none shall from me withhold 

Longer thy offer'd good : why else set here 1 

This said, he paused not, but with venfrous arm 

He pluck'd, he tasted I Me damp horror chiU'd G5 

At such bold words vouch'd with a deed so bold : 

But he thus oveijoy'd, O fruit divine, 

Sweet of thyself, but much more sweet thus crept. 

Forbidden here, it seems, as only fit > 

For Gods, yet able to make Gods of Men : 70 

And why not Gods of Men, since good, the more 

Communicated, more abundant grows; 

The Author not impair'd, but henour'd more 1 

Here, happy creature, fair angelic Eve, 

Partake thou also ; happy though thou art, 79 

Happier thou may'st be, worthier canst not be : 

Tast< this, and be henceforth among the Gods 

Thyself a Goddess, not to earth confined. 

But sometimes in the air, as we, sometimes 

Ascend to Heav'n, by merit thine, and see 80 

What life the Gods live there, and such lije thou. 

So saying, he drew nigh, and to me held, 

Ey'n to my mouth, of that same fruit held part 

Which he had pluck'd. The pleasant saVry smell 

So quicken'd appetite, that I, methought, 85 

Could not but taste. Forthwith up to the clouds 

With him I flew, and underneath beheld 

The earth outatretch'd immense, a prospect wide 

And rarious ; wond'iing at my flight and change 

To this high exaltation ; suddenly M 

My guide was gone, and I, methoi^ht, sunk down, 

And fell asleep ; but O how glad I waked 

To find this but a dream ! Thus Eve her night 

Belated ; and thus Adam answer'd sad : 

Best image of myself and dearer half, tM 

The trouble of thy thoughts this night in sletp 
Affects me equally ; ncae can I like 
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Thii imoootb dream, of evil sprung I fear ; 

Yet eril whence ? In thee can harbour non«. 

Created pare. But know, that in the soul IM 

Are many lesser faculties, that serve 

Reason as chief: among these Fancy next 

Her office holds. Of all external things 

Which the five watchful senses represent. 

She forms imaginations, aery diapes ; IM 

Which lleason joining or disjoining, fnxaut 

AH what we' affirm or what deny, and call 

Our knowledge or opinion ; then retires 

Into her private cell when Nature rests. 

Oft in her absence mimic Fancy wakes IM 

To imitate her ; but miqoining diapes. 

Wild work produces oft, and most in dreams, 

lU matching words and deeds long past or late. 

Some such resemblances methinks I find 

Of our last evening's talk, in this thy dream, lift 

But with addition strange ; yet be not sad. 

Evil into the mind of God or Man 

May come and go, so unapproved, and leave 

No spot or blame behind : Which gives me hope 

That what in sleep thou didst abhor to dream 120 

Waking thou never wilt consent to do. 

Be pot dishearten'd then, nor cloud those looks 

That wont to be more cheerful and serene 

Than when fair morning first smiles on the world ; 

And let us* to our iresh employments rise ISft 

Among the groves, the fountains, and the flowers 

That open now their choicest bosom'd smells, 

Reserved from night, and kept for thee in store. 

So cheer'd he his fair spouse, and she was cheer'd ; 
But silently a gentle tear let fall 130 

From either eye, and wiped them with her hair. 
Two other precious drops that ready stood. 
Each in their crystal sluice, he ere they fell 
Kiss'd, as the g^racious signs of sweet remorse 
And pious awe, that fear'd to have offended. 136 
So all was clear'd, and to the field they haste. 
But first, from under shady arborous roof 
Soon as they forth were come to open sight 

117. Ood \n tliit Une metM angel; the word ia •«> Mtplled b» 
Hriplnre boniftimef : see also Joho x. M. and refer to Uim Mk 
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Of day-fpring, and the Sun, whc icarce np risen, 
With wheels yet hoy'ring o'er the ocean brim, 140 
Shot parallel to th' earth his dewy ray, 
Discorering in wide landskip all the east 
Of Paradise and Eden's happy plains, 
Lowly they bow'd, adoring, and began 
Their orisons, each morning duly paid 145 

In various style ; for neither various style 
Kor holy rapture wanted they to praise 
Their Maker, in fit strains pronounced or sung 
Unmeditated ; such prompt eloquence 
Flow'd from their lips, in prose or num'rous verse. 
More tuneable than needed lute or harp 191 

To add more sweetness ; and they thus began : 

These are thy glorious works, Parent of Good, 
Almighty, thine this universal frame. 
Thus wondrous fair : thyself how wondrous then I 
Unspeakable, who sit'st above these Heav'ns IM 
To us invisible, or dimly seen 
In these thy lowest works : yet these declare 
Thy goodness beyond thought, and pow'r divine. 
Speak ye who best can tell, ye sons of light, IM 
Angels ; for ye behold Him, and with songs 
And choral symphonies, day without night. 
Circle his throne rejoicing 1 ye in Heav'n, 
On Earth join all ye Creatures to extol 
Him first, him last, him midst, and without end. 165 
Fairest of stars, last in the train of night. 
If better thou belong not to. the dawn, 
Sure pledge of day, that crown'st the smiling mom 
With thy bright circlet, praise him in thy sphere. 
While day arises, that sweet hour of primre. 170 

Thou Sun, of this gpreat world both eye and soul. 
Acknowledge him thy greater ; sound his praise 
In thy eternal course, both when thou climb'st. 
And when high noon hast gaiu'd, and when thou fall'st. 
Moon, that now meets the orient Sun, now fly'st, 175 
With the fix'd stars, fix'd in their orb that flies, 

isa This prayer is a clone imftatioa of the M8tb Pttlm: tea 
al«o the Canticle in our Liturry taken from it. 
IS5. VfUd. xUi. 345. 

183. Day without night, without tuch night aa oura ; aa the 
Author afterward expialna It, B^^ok vi. 8. 

173. BenUey propoMc to read ' him Creator,' for ' thy greUtrJ 
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And ye fire oUi«r wand'ring fires that move 
In mystic dance not without mng, resonnd 
His praise, who out of darkneM caU'd up light. 
Air, and ye Elements, the eldest birth )M 

Of Nature's womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle, multiform, and mix 
And nourish all things ; let your ceaseless change 
Vary to our great Maker still new praise. 
Ye Mists and Exhalations that now rise 185 

From hill or steaming lake, dusky or grey. 
Till the Sun paint your fleecy skirts with gald» 
In honour to the world's great Author rise, 
lyhether to deck with clouds th' uncolour'd sky. 
Or wet the thirsty earth with falling show'rs, IM 
Rising or falling still advance his praise. 
His praise, ye Winds, that from four quarters blow 
Breathe soft or loud ; and wave your tops, ye Finest 
With every plant ; in sign of wonhip wave. 
Foimtains, and ye that warble, as ye flow, lOS 

Melodious murmurs, warbling tune his praise. 
Join voices all ye living Souls ; ye Birds, 
That singing up to Heaven-gate ascend. 
Bear on your wings and in your notes his praise. 
Ye that in waters glide, and ye that walk SOO 

The earth, and stately tread, or lowly creep. 
Witness if I be silent, morn or ev'n. 
To hill or valley, fountain, or fresh shade. 
Made vocal by my song, and taught his praise. 
Hail Universal Lord, be bounteous still SOS 

To give us only g^ood ; and if the night 
Have ga^her'd aught of evil, or conceal'd. 
Disperse it, as now light dispels the dark. 
So pray'd they innocent, and to their thoughts 

%9T, J^ml h her* uictl u in Scrfptnre, freetKButijr to E)J^|frui7 

ami. the c^RiEn^ivininn haife CKcn:!^^ ihelr Jnffenflity tn ex- 
plaln whj MLLlon uw^d ilw nJQJTuliiir / ln tlin ilaa wtii?U ItWO^a 
■Etra thai Urrth Adillii ILitt Eve »«!* GrprcHJD]; iltemt^hd in the 

ItHf diflitUK^ KL qj«r«. t'l tiers, amfin^ Kthl.:ll iwe Stwlod ftM 
Dr. Ptane, thlut the prajL-r wn* lltin^iJFil to be 3 rtttTl«Blari, 
wbiiTli m»M alH elpralii il, bin t iniajriiiid ihal fww MIlMirt 
knowti niJini'in r.tj the «ijh)PCt of Teraalc nrod^My a.u4 rabfocHiidj 
11 li e&vj Ixp tii{»|>nic: he Hfwvr intcudiil Eo r^ fin^e^l Eve ta 111 
dibtv iftrcftm KHiYlnc ttiff devatJou* fl f Her lniiiMuid. Th^ i^Mt- ipr 
b* ■trepfrrliRTJi^ b^ tttctiin^ m i C^r, j^v. 3<. aad i Tim. li. ii. 
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Firm peac« noorer'd soon, and wonted cahn. SI9 

On to their Morning's rani work they huste. 

Among sweet dews and flow'rs ; 4rhere any row 

Of fruit trees over-woody reach 'd too far 

Theil* pampcr'd boughs, and needed hands to check 

Fruitless embraces ; or they led the rine S19 

To wed her elm ; Ae spoused about him twines 

Her marriageable arms, and with her brings 

Her dow'r th' adopted glusters, to adorn 

His ^mrren leares. Them thus employ'd beheld 

With pity Hear'n's high King, and to him call'd SM 

Raphael, the sociable Spirit, that deign'd 

To travel with Tobias, and secured • 

His marriage with the sev'ntimes-wedded maid. 

Raphael, said he, thou hear'st what stir on EaA 
Satan from Hell, 'scaped thro' the darksome gulf, ttS 
Hath raised in Paradise, and how disturb'd • 
This night the human pair, how he designs 
In them at once to ruin all mankind. 
Go, therefore, half this day as friend with friend 
Converse with, Adam, in what bow'r or shade SM 
Thoa find'st him from the heat of noon retired. 
To respite his day-labour with repast. 
Or with repose ; and such discourse bring on 
As may advise him of his happy state. 
Happiness in his pow'r left five to will, 135 

Left to his own free will, his will though frii, 
Yet mutable ; whenco warn him to beWare 
He swerve not too secure. Tell him withal 
His danger, and from whom ; what enemy. 
Late fall'n himself from Heav'n, is plotting now S40 
The /all of others from like state of bliss. 
By violence t No, for that 4udl be withstood ; 
But by deaeit aM lies. This let him know. 
Lest wilfully transgressing he pretend 
Surprisal, unadmonish'd, unforewam'd. MS 

So spake th' Eternal Father, and fuIfiU'd 
All justice : nor delay'd the winged Saint 

914. Pamper*S^ from pmmprt, overfrown wldi leaves. 

SS4. See TsMo, Lib. Cao. iz. tt. M, which Milton Meins 

here lo have had In Hew. 

S44. See also Taato. Can. ix. CO. The dewriptioB or the 4e> 

«oeodlng anfei te aplei.did 4o boUi poeia, and th«j mtej be pt^ 

etaHv comfared. 
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After his charge reccitved ; but from aaaaog 

Thotuand celestial Ardors, where he stood 

Veil'd with his g;oTgeous wings> up springing light 250 

Flew through the midst of Heav'n ; th' angelic dhoin, 

On each hand parting, to his speed gave way 

Through all th' empyreal road ; till at the gate 

(H Hear'n arrived, the gate self<«p«n'd wide 

On golden hinges turning, as by work 2M 

Divine the Sov'reign Arehi«*ct had framed. 

Wroia. hence no cloud, or, to obstruct his sight. 

Star interposed, however small, he sees, 

Not uneonform to bther shining globes. 

Earth and the gard'n of God, with cedars crowa'd 

Above all hills. As when by night the gipss S61 

Of Galileo, less assured, observes 

Imag^ined lands and regions in the moon : 

Or pilot, from amidst the Cyclades 

Delos or Samos first appearing, ken» 265 

A cloudy spot. Down thither prone in flight 

He speeds, and through the vast ethereal sky 

Sails between worlds and worlds, wit^ steady wing 

Now on the -polar winds, then with quick, fan 

Winnows the buxom air : till within soar 27f 

Of tow'ring eagles, to all the fowls he seems 

A Phoenix, gazed by all, as that sole bird. 

When to inshrine his reliques in the Sun's 

Bright Imnple, to Egyptian Thebes he flies. 

At once on th* eastern cliff of Paradise 27S 

He lights, and to his proper shape returns, 

A seraph wing'd ; six wings he w6re, to shade 

349, drdom, Seraphim, which hu the tame meaninr i% He- 
brew. 

354. So Homer makes the gates of Heavea opelL to the go^ 
II. T. 749. ~ ' 

saa. The word being must be understood after star. 

363. Galileo first used the telescope in astronomical observations. 
The Cjfclades, o( whieh Delos ana Samos are two, are islands in 
th« Archipelago. 

373. The Phuenlx has the epithet sole applied to'it, because it is 
•aid that but one exists at a time. 1 1 is described as vary beautiful, 
and living several hundred years, at the end of which time it 
barns itself on a pile prepared of atematic vlwd ; from its a«hes 
•prinn its tolitanr successois which immediately flies with the 
remains of its predeceasoc to Thebes, in Egypt, wMfee it repodli 
them In the temple of the Sun. 

37S. HU proptr tkape, that ia wtafth he <r««irf to ksve be«i 
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His Ikieamento divine ; the pair that clad 

Each 8h«iilder hruad, caioe mantling o'er his ¥reaat 

With regal «mameut ; the anddle pair 4M 

Girt like a starry zone 1^ waist, and round 

Skirted his loingvnd thighs -with doMrny gold 

And colours dipt in H^av'n ; the third his feet 

Shadow'd from either heel with feather'd mall. 

Sky-tinctured grain. lake Maia's son he stood, S8f 

And shook his pltun«»,th»t heav'nly fragrance fill'd 

The oirciiit wide. Straight knew him all the Imadt 

Of Angtf s under watch ; and to his state. 

And to his message high in honour riat ; 

For on some message high they gruess'd him bound. 

Their glitt'ring tents he pass'd, and now is come Ml 

Into the blissful field, through groves of myrrh 

And flow'ring odours^ cassia, nard, and balm : 

A wilderness oi sweets ; for Nature hwe 

Wanton'd as in her prime, and play'd at will 90§ 

Her "fSrg^n fancies, pouring forth more sweet, 

Wild above rule or art, enormous bliss. 

Him through the spicy forest onward come 

Adam discem'd, as in t^e door he sat 

Of his cool bow'r, while now the mounted Sun 306 

Shot down direct his fervid rays t(kwarm 

Earth's inmost womb, more warmth than Adam needs : 

And ^ve within, due at her hour prepared 

For dinner sav'ry fruits, of taste to pleas« 

True appetite, and not disrelish thirst 3M 

Of nect'rous draughts between, from milky stream. 

Berry or grape. To whom thus Adatn call'd : 

Haste hither. Eve, and, worth thy sight, bshold 
Eastward among those tre«s, what gl(Mrions shape 
Comes this way. moving ; seems another mom 31i 
Risen on mid-noon ; some great beh^t from Hear'n 
To us perhaps he brings, ai^ wilt vouchsafe 
Tins day to be our guest. But go with speed, 
An^what thy stores contain bring forth, and pour 

284. A beantirul compuiaon— featbera lie oter one another Ilki 
Ae plaittof a coat of mail. 

385. itfata'* Mm, Mercury : "ee Iliad xxh. 339. f-n. ir. 238. 

M9. Sen. xvUi. 1 where Abraham is described sitting io tk« 
door of the tent. ^ ,. 

310. Nethisg can be conceived Ihore splendid than the i^acon> 
rered In the shor* description of Raphael's glory. In Marino's 
Adonis there if> • slmi'ar one, C. 11. st. 37. 
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Abxmdance, ilt to bonoar and recetve tli 

Our hear'nly stranger : well we may afford 
Our given thkir own ^us, and large bentow 
From large bestow'd, whflM N ature multiplies 
Her fertile growth, and by disbuiWmng gprows 
More fruitful ; which instructs tu not to spare. 3tO 

To whom thuB Bre : Adam, earth's haUow'd mould. 
Of €rod inspired, small store will serve, where store. 
All seasons, ripe for use h»ig*on the stalk, 
Saina what by frugal storing firmness gains 
To nourish, and superfluous moist consumeV; 325 
But I will h9ste, and from each bow and brake. 
Each plant and juciest goxtrd, will pluck such dtioictt 
To entertain our Angel guest, as he . 
Beholding shall confess, tibat here on Earth 
Ood hath dispensed his bounties as in Hear'n. 3M 

So safing, with dispatchful looks Ih haste 
She turns, on hospitable thoughts intent 
What choice to choose for delicacy best. 
What order, so contrived as not to mix 
Tastes, not well join'd, inelegant, but bring 338 

T«8te after taste upheld witii kindliest change ; 
Bestirs her then, and from each tender stalk 
Whatever Earthy all-bearing mother, 3rield8 
In India East or West, or middle shore 
In Pontus or the Punic coast, or where 340 

Alcinous reign'd, fruit of all kinds, in coat 
Rough or smooth rined, or bearded husk, or shell. 
She gathers, tribute large, and on the board 
Heaps with unsparing hand. For drink, the grape 
She crushes, inoffensive must, and raeaths 345 

From many ft berry, and from sweet kernels press'd 
She tempers dulcet creams, nor these to hold 
Wants her fit «ea«els pure, then strews the ground 
With rose and odours fftm the shrub unfumed. 

Mean while our primitive great sire, to meet 35tf 
His god-like guest, walks forth, without mon^ tfain 



ass. Chtiee to ehoote: an allltention not « 
•r the cliMlcs. 

^ S«0. In PoMttu, part of Asia; the Punic coast, Africa; tht 
Mcfdom ofilteittoiw, Pbceacta, an Uland in the iontaa Sea, Mtf 

sa. MeatJkM, aWMt drinks. 
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Aceorapany'd than with his own oomplete 

Perfections : iu himself was all his 8tate« 

More solemn than the tedious pomp that waits 

On princes, when their rich retinue kmg 355 

Of horses led, and grooms besm^ar'd with gcdd. 

Daisies the crowd, and sets them all agape. 

Nearer his presence Adam, tiwugh not awed. 

Yet with submiss approach and rer'rence me«k» 

As to' a superior nature, bowing low, aoo 

flras said : Native of Heav'n, for other place 

None can than Heav'n such glorious shape contain ; 

Since by descending from the thrones aboye. 

Those happy places thou hast deign'd a while 

To want, and honour these, yoochsafe with us 80$ 

Two only, who yet by s<HF'reign gift possess 

This spacious ground, in y<mder shady how'r 

To vest, and wbat the garden choicest bears 

To sit and taste, tiB tkaa meridian heat 

Be over, nd the Sun more eool decline. 379 

Whom thus th' angelic rhrtue answer'd mild : 
Adam, I therefore came ; nor art thou such 
Created, or such place hast here to dwell, 
As may not oft invite, though Spirits of HeaT'n, 
To yisit thee. Lead on then where thy bow'r 375 
O'ershades ; for these mid hQurs, till ev'niug rise, 
I have at will. f%o to the syWan lodge 
They came, that like Pomona's arbour smiled 
With flow'rets deck'd and fhigrant smells ; but Eve 
Undeok'd save with herself, more lovely fair 380 
Than Wood-N3rmph, or the fairest Ooddess feig^'d 
Of three that in moimt Ida naked strove. 
Stood to' entertain her guest from Heav'n. No veil 
She needed, virtue-proof; no thoughtinfirm 
Alter'4 her cheek, On whom the Angel, Hail 385 
Bestow'd ; the holy salutation used 
Long after to blest Mary, second £ve. 

Hail Mother of Mankind, whose fruitful womb 
Shall fill the worid more num'rous with thy eons, 
Than with these various fruits the trees of God 390 

ass. WUk shoald be expinged arconUnir to Bentlev, at it It 
■aperiuout. STS. Pomona, the goddess of frult-treet. 

lis. Inallodon to the juaffmeut of PKrte bf tween Venw, Juno, 
•niMiaerts. 

M7. Luke i. S. 8. 
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Hftre beap'd fhi» Hfble. Raised of gnutoy tvf 

Their table vas, and mowy seats had ro«ind» 

And on her ample square, from side to side. 

All autunm piled, 1ii& spring and autiunn here 

Danced hand in badfl. A while discourse they holdi 

No fear lest dinnw cool ; when thus began IM 

Our author : Heav'nly akrang^er, please to taste 

These bounties which our Nourisher, from whom 

AU perfect good, unmeasured out, descends. 

To us for food, and for delight hath eaused 49$ 

The earth to yield ; unsav'ry food perhaps 

To spiritual natures : only this I know. 

That one celestial Father gives to all* 

To whom the Angel : Therefore, what he gives 
(MThose praise be ever sung) to Man in part 405 
Spiritual, may of purest Spirits be found 
No' ingrateful food : and food alike those pure 
Intelligential substances require. 
As doth your rational; and both contain 
Within fhem ev'ry lower faculty 410 

Of sens*, whereby tb«y hear, see, smell, touch, taste. 
Tasting concoct, digest, aisiviilate. 
And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 
For know, whatever was created, needs 
To be sustain *d and SeAi of elements 415 

The grosser feeds the purer; earth the sea. 
Earth and the sea feed air ; the air those ftrefs 
Ethereal, and as lowest first the moon ; 
Whence in her visage round those spots, nnporged 
Vapours not yet into her substance tum'd. 4fl 

Nor doth the ntoon no nourishntent exhale 
From her moist continent to higher orha. 
The Sun, thaf light imparts to all, receivCt 
From all his alimental recompense 
In humid exhalations, and at even 415 

Sups with the ocean. Though in Heav'n the trees 
Of life ambrosial fruitage bear, and vines 
Yield nectar ; though from off &e boughs each mom 
We tarush mellifluous dews, and find the ground 
Gover'd with pearly grain, yet God hath here 4M 



4M. See Pk CY* 40. Exodus xvi. 14. Matt. xxir. 99. lai Bslk 
vdLSb 



BOOK y. 121 

VmrfA his Wanty m with new delighti. 

As may compare with UeaTen ; and to taste 

Think not I shall be nice. So Aown they sat, , 

And to their viands fell ; aor seemingly 

The Angel» nor in mtot, the common gloss 480 

Of Theologians ; but with keen despatch 

Of real hnager and concootive heat 

To transubstantiat*: what redounds, transfMres 

Through Spirits wkh ease : nor wonder, if by ftre 

Of sooty coal th' empyric alchemist 44t 

Can turn, or holds it possible to tum«r 

Metals of drossiest ore to perfect gold, 

As from the mine. MeaA while at table Bv« 

Minister'd naked, and their flowing cups 

With pleasant liquors crown'd. O innocence 445 

Deserving Paradise ! if ever, then» 

Then had the sons of God exjcmM to' have been 

Enamonr'd at thy sight ; hat in those healti 

Love unlibidinouA x<;ign'd, nor jealousy 

Was understood, the injured lover's Hell. 450 

Thus, when with meats and drinks they had snAced, 
Not burden'd nature, sudden mind aros* 
In Adam, not to let th' occasion pass 
Griv'n him by this great conference, to know 
Of things above his world, and of tUeit being 455 
Who dwell in Heav'n, whose excellence he saw 
Transcend his own so far, whose radiant forms 
Divine effulgence, whose high pow'r so far 
Exceeded human ; and his wary speech 
Thus to tV empyreal minister he framed : 40i 

Inhabfeant with Ood, now know I well 
Thy favour in this honour done to Man, 
Under whose lowly roof thou hast vouchsafed 
To enter, and these earthly fruits to taste. 
Food npt of Aqgels, yet accepted so, 46f 

As that more willingly tium conldst not seem 

435. It wts the opinion of raott theologian* that the nngeUt did 
not eat, their opinion bein:f fonnded on Mme metaphysical no- 
tktnt, and on a pouare in Tobit iii. 19. But Milton keems to be 
imdflf^ bv the canonical Scripture. See Gen. xviii. and xit. 

436 rhia i* a 8ne distinction between the processes of dige*> 
deo >n men and angels. 

440. B'mpyrie, malting many experiments. 

445. To enwH the cup, is a clasKical expressloik 

447. Oen. vl. %, 
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At Heay'n'a high feasts to' have fed : yet what ooa»- 
To whom the winged Hierarch reply'd: (paref 
O Adam, one Almigltfy is, from whom 
All things proceed, and up to him retonif 4S[Q 

It not depraved from good, created all 
Such to perfection, one first matter aU, 
Endued with various fcnrms, various degrees 
Of substance, and in things that life, of life : 
But more refined, more spirituous, and pure, 475 
As nearer to him placed, or nearer tending 
Each in their 8«v'ral active spheres assigned. 
Till body up to spirit work, in bounds 
Proportion'd to each kind. So from the root 
Springy lighter the green stalk, from thence the leaves 
More aery, last the bright consummate flow'r 481 
Spirits od6rouB breathes : flow'rs and their (ruit, 
Man's nourishment, by gradual scale sub&med. 
To vital spirits aspire, to animal, 
To intellectual : give both life and sense, 4B5 

Fancy and understanding ; whence the soul 
Reason receives, and reason is her being 
Discursive or intuitive : discourse 
Is oftest yours ; the latter most is ours, 
Diff 'ring but in degree ; of kind the same. 400 

Wonder not then, what God for you saw good. 
If 1 refuse not, but convert, as you,- 
To proper substance : time may come, when Men 
With Angels may participate, and find 
No inconvenient diet, nor too light fare ; 405 

And from these corp'ral nutriments, periiafs 
Tour bodies may at last turn all to spirit. 
Improved by tract of time, and wing'd ascend 
Ethereal, as we, or may at choice 
Here or in heav'nly Paradises dwell ; MO 

If ye be found obedient, and retain 
Unalterably firm his love entire, 
Whose progeny you are. Mean while enjoy. 
Tour fill what happiness this happy state 

478. The reader bimt very proAtablv coMult a volume of wr- 
■MNM iMelv publifhed bv Dr. A. Clarke, ia which he will fM 
MHne fxceuent obaervatioM on Milton's ■uueriaUui. I aai i»* 
cllned, however, to believe that the poet meant 
other Idea ihsn thai derived from i Cor. xv. 44. 
«M. Aela xvii. 38. 



BOOK V. 1S0 

Can oompreheud, incapable of more. 065 

To whom tbt patriarch of mankind ipply^ : 
O faroiurable Spirit, propitious guest, 
Well hi^t thou taught the way that might direct 
Our knowledge, and the acale of netnre aet 
From centre to circumference, whereon 61t 

In contemplation of created things, 
By steps we may ascend to God. But say. 
What meant that caution join'd. If ye be found 
Obedient t Can we want obedience then 
To him, or possibly his loVe desert, Alft 

Who form'd us from the dust, and placed us hen 
Full to the utmost measure of what bliss 
Human desire can seek or apprehend t 

To whom the Angel : Son of Heav'n and Earth, 
Attend. That thou art happy, owe to God ; 530 

That thou continnest such, owe to thyself; 
That is, to thy obedience : therein stand. 
This was that caution g^ir'n thee ; be advised. 
God made thee perfect, not immutable ; 
And grood ho made thee ; but to persevere BM 

He left it in thy pow'r; ordain'd thy will ' 

By nature free, not over-ruled by fate 
Inextricable, or strict necessity. 
Our volimtary service he requires, 
Not our necessitated : such with him , 530 

Finds no acceptance, nor can find ; for how 
Can hearts, not free, be try'd whether they sSi've 
Willing or no, who will but what they must 
By destiny, and can no other choose t 
Myself and all th' angelic host, that stand 535 

In sight of God enthroned, our happy state 
Hold, as you yours, while our obedience holds : 
On other surety none. Freely we serve. 
Because we freely love, as in our will 
' To love or not : in this we stand or fall : 540 

And some are fall'n. to disobedience fall'n, 

us. Evenr psrt of the tmI syRtem of the unlverw, to not only 
eoSnected with the reot bv a kind of nstuni necewlly, but the 
eoonexlon to apparent to tne contemplative eye of reaaon, %oi 
• ■ : become acquainted with the loweat circufnatance 
nd 
le 
4hnirhty Gnd. 



hence havtnff become acquainted with the loweat cJrcuniBtance 
in It, the mind to carried gradually and easily on till it looks 
down from t\\e highest point on the whole yraud creation of the 



69 
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And ao Arom Heav'n to deepest Hell. O faHi 
From what h%b state of hlum into wbat woe ! 

To whom oar great progpenitor : Thy worda 
AttentiTe« aad with more delighted ear, HI 

Divine Instructor, I hare heard, than when 
Cherubic songs by night from neighboring hills 
Afreal music send : nor knew I not 
To he both will and deed created free ; 
Yet that we nerer shall forget to lore ' AW 

Our Maker, and obey him whose command 
Single is yet so just, my constant thoughts 
Assured meS and still assure : tho* whi^t ^ou tell'it 
Hath pass'd in Hear'n, some doubt within me more* 
But more desire to hear, if thou consent, 55f 

The full relation, which must needs be strange, 
Worthy of sacred silence to be heard ; 
Asd we have yet large day ; for scarce the Son 
Hath finish'd half his journey', and scarce begins 
His other half in the great zone of Hear'n. 069 

Thus Adam made request : aind Raphael, 
After short pause, assenting, thus began : 

High matter thou enjoin'st me', O prime of men, 
Sad task and hard ; for how shall I relate 
To human sense th' invisible exploits MS 

Of warring Spirits T How without remorse 
The ruin of so many, glorious once 
And perfect while they stood T How last nnfcdd 
The secrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal t yet for thy good ffTt 

This is dispensed ; and what surmounts the reach 
Of human sense, I shall delineate so. 
By lik'nlng spiritual to corp'ral forms, 
As may express them best : though what if Earth 
Be but the shadow' of Heav'n, and things therein 51$ 
Each to' other like, more than on earth is thought t 

As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild 
Reign'd where these Heat 'ns now roll, where Earth 

now rests 
Upon her centre poised ; when on a day 
CPor time, though in eternity, apply'd fiSt 

To motion, measures all things durable 

551. In alliifioa to the comnuuid aot to est of the tree of iwow- 
Mgo. 



BOOK V ISl 

By present, past, and futurbj on such day 

Mm Heay'n's great year brings forth, th' empyreal host 

Of angels by imperial summons call'd, 

Innnmerable before th* Almighty's throne 585 

Forthwith from all the ends of Heav'n appdar'd 

Under their Uierarchs in order bright : 

Ten thousand Oiousand ensigns high adyanoed, 

Standai^ uid gonfalons 'twixt ran and rear 

Stream in the air, and for distinction serre 099 

Of hierarchies, of orders, and degrees ; 

Or in their glitt'ring tissues bear emblazed 

Holy memorials, acts of seal and love 

Recorded eminent. Thus when in orbs 

Of circuit inexpressible they stood, 89$ 

Orb within orb, the Father infinite. 

By whom in bliss imbosom'd sat the Son, 

Amidst as from a flamhig mount, whose top 

Brightness had made invisible, Ihus spake ; 

Hear, all ye Angels, prt^eny of light, 999 

Thrones, Dpminations, Princedoms, Virtues, PoVrs^ 
Hear my decree, which unrevoked shall stand : 
This day I hare begot whom I declare 
My only Son ; and on this holy hill 
Him hare anointed, whom ye now behold 605 

At my right hand ; your Head I him appoint; 
And by myself have sworn, to him shall bpw 
All knees in Heav'n, and shall confess him Lord : 
Under his g^at vicegrerent reign abide 
United as one individual sonl, 010 

For ever happy. Him who disobeys, 
Me disobeys, breaks union, and that day 
Cast out from God, and blessed vision, falls 
Into' utter darkness, deep ingulph'd, his place 
Ordain'd without redemption, without end. 015 

So spake th' Omnipotent : and with his words 
All seem'd well pleased ; all seem'd,but were not aU. 
That day, as other solemn days, they spent 

583. Milton is beUeved to have had Plato's idea In this ernes- 
rion, the latter making the great year to be fte revolatkm of all 
the tpherCR. See also Job i. 6. 1 Kinfs xzii. 19. 

589. A gmfaloHt a streamer or banner. 

598. Exodus xix. ^ g. 

000. Thta, as the former speech, is mostly derived from Sortp- 
Cnre. SMPs.ii.C,7. Gen«xxit. IS. PhiLlLlO^II. 



132 ^dlRABISE LOST. 

In §ong and dance about the sacred bill ; 

Mystical dance, which yonder sCanf B|^ere 0M 

Of planets and of fix'd, in all her wheels 

Resembles nearest, mazes intricate. 

Eccentric, intervolred, yet regular 

Then most, when most irregnlar they seem ; 

And in their motions harmony divine <BS 

So smooths her charming tones, that God's own ear 

Listens delighted. Evening now a]^ro«ch'd 

(For we have also' our ev'ning and our moni« 

We ours for change ddectable, not need) 

Forthwith from dance to sweet repast they torn 680 

Desirous ; all in circles as they stood, 

TiMas are set, and on a sudden piled 

With angels' food, and rubied nectar flows 

In pearl, in diamond, and massy gold. 

Fruit of delicious yines, the ^Irowth of ^eaVn. 039 

On flow'rs reposed, and with fresh flow'rets crown'd* 

Timy eat, they drink, and in communion sweet 

Quajff immortality and joy, secure 

Of surfeit, where full measure only bounds 

Excess, before th' All-bounteous King, who showVd 

With copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. 641 

Now when ambrosial night with clouds exhaled 

From that high mount of God , whence light and shade 

Spring b<i4i,tlie face of brightest Heav'n had chang'd 

To grateful twilight (for night comes not there 041 

In darker veil) and roseate dews disposed 

All but th' unsleeping eyes of God to rest : 

Wide over all the plain, and wider far 

Than all this globous earth in plain outspread 

(Such are the courts of God) th' angelic throng, OflO 

Dispersed in bands and files, their camp extend 

By living streams among the trees of life. 

Pavilions numberless, and sudden rear'd. 

Celestial tabernacles, where they slept 

Fann'd with cool winds ; save tbose who in their conrM 

Melodious hymns about the sov'reign throne OSO 

63A. It WW the opinion of ibr PvthagoreaB philottopben, tbsia 
moct exquteite music wns produced by the motioo of the •phersii 
lome allusion to it is nitde in Job xxxviii. 37. 

633. Rnhird nectar ; borrowed from Horner. 

637. And vith refection tveet. In the flr»t edition. 

443. Auibraiial, an Homeric (ptUiet* 647. Ps. cxxi.4. 



BOOK y. 1S8 

Alternate all night long: but not to waked 

Satan ; so call him now, hi* former name 

Is heard no more in Hear'n ; he of the first. 

If not the first Arch-Angel, great in pow'r, MO 

Uk fayour, and pre-eminence, yet fraught 

With envy 'galmt the Son of God, that day 

Honour'd by his great Father, and proclaim'd 

Messiah King anointed, oould not bear 

Through pride that sight, and thought himself im> 

pair'd. 080 

Deep malice thence conceiving, and disdain. 
Soon as midnight brought on the dusky hour 
Friendliest to sleep and silence, he resolred 
With all his legions to dislodge, and leave 
Unworshipp'd, imobey'd the throne supreme 070 
Contemptuous, and his next subordinate 
Awak'ning, thus to him in secret spake : [dose 

Sleep'st thou, c<mipanion dear? What sleep can 
Thy eye-lids ? and remember'st what decree 
Of yasterday, so late hath pass'd the lips 07S 

Of Heav'n's Almighty! Thou to me thy thoughts 
Wast wont, I mine to thee was wont to' impart; 
Both waking we were one ; how then can now 
Thy sleep dissent t New laws thou sesst imposed ; 
New laws from him who reigrns, new minds may raise 
In us who serve, new counsels to debate 691 

What doubtful may ensue : more in this flace 
To utter is not safe. Assemble thou . 
Of all those m3nnad8 which we lead the chief; 
Tell them that by command, ere yet dim night 089 
Her shadowy cloud withdraws, I am to haste. 
And all who under me their banners wave, 
Homeward with flying march where we possess 
The quarters of the north ; there to prepare 
Fit entertainment to receive our King 008 

The great Messiah, and his new commands; 
Who speedily throi^ all th^ hierarchies 
Intends to pass triiunphant, and give laws. 

So spake the false Arch-Angel, and infused 

«ST. AlUmmte to a verb. 

an. Beelxebttb to here meant, who to always repressated 

next in rank to Satan. 



next in rank to Satan, 
de parta Virglnto, m. 40. Iniah xiv. It, IS. 
Jer.I.U.H.1. 
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Bad inflaence into th' unwary breart ON 

Of his associate : he toj^ther calls. 
Or sev'ral one by one, the xegent poVn, 
Under him -regent : tells, as he was taught. 
That the Most High commanding, now ere night. 
Now ere dim night had disencnmbcr'd Hear'n, 700 
The great hierarchal standard was to more ; 
Tells the sng^gested cause, and casts between 
Ambiguous words and jealousies, to sound 
Or taint integrity : but ^ obey'd 
The wonted sig^nal and superior voice 705 

Of their great potentate ; for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in Heav'n I 
His connt'nance, as the morning star that guides 
Th««tarry flock, allured them, and with lies 
Drew after him the third' part of Heay'n's host. 719 
Mean while th' Eternal Eye, whose sight discerns 
Abstrusest thoughts, from forth his holy mount. 
And from within the golden lamps that bum 
Nightly before him, saw without their light 
Rebellion rising, saw in whom, how spread 715 

'Among the boob of mom, what multitudes 
Were banded to oppose his high decree ; 
And smiling to his only Son, thus said : 

Son, thou in whom my glory I behold 
In fiill resplendence, Heir of all my might, 7S0 

Nearly Ittiow concerns us to b6 sure 
Of our omnipotence, and with what arms 
We mean to hold what ancietitly we claim 
Of Deity or empire ; such a foe 
Is rising, who intends to' erect his throne ' 715 

Equal to ours, throughout the spacious north ; 
Nor so content, hath in his thought to try 
In battle what our pow'r is, or our right. 
Let us advise, and to this hazard draw 
With speed what force is left, and all employ 731 
In our defence, lest unawares we lose 
This our high place, our sanctuary, our hill. 

To whom the Son, with calm a^Mtot and clear, 

710. Rev. xil. S, 4. 
711. Th* Eternal Eye ; tbU expretbion most be taken as a me* 
toooniy for Ood, to jffvc the proper senw to line 718. 

713. Rev. It. 5. 7lt. See Ps. U. 1, &c 

710. Heb. i. S a. 



BOOK T. Itf 

Lightning divine, ineffable, serene, 

Made answer : Mighty Father, thou thy foe* 7S5 

Justly hast in derision, and secure 

Langh'st at their vain designs and ttunnlts Tain, 

Matter to me of glory, whom their hate 

niostrates, when they see all r«gal pow'r 

Giv'n me to quell their pride, and in event 740 

Know whether I be dextroiw to subdue 

Thy rebels, or be found tte worst in Hear'n, 

So ayeXe the- Sen ; but Satan with his powers 
Far was adratftced on winged speed, an host 
Innumewblt as t^ stars of night, 74S 

Or stars of morning, dew-drops, which the Sun 
Impearls on ev'ry leaf and ev'ry llow'r. 
R^ons they pa88'd,'the mighty regencies 
Of Seraphim, and Potentates, and Thrones, 
In their triple degrees ; regions to which 7M) 

All thy dominion, Adam, is no more 
Than what this garden is to all the earth. 
And all the sea, from one entire globose 
Stretch 'd into longitude ; which having pass'd. 
At length into the limits of the north 7S5 

They came, and Satan to his royal seat 
High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount 
Raised on a mount, with pyramids and tow'rs 
From diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of gold ; 
The palace of gimt Lucifer (so call 700 

Tlutt structure in the dialect of men 
InterpretiA) w^ich not long after, he 
Affectiag aU equality with God, 
In imitation of that mount whereon 
Messiah was declared in sight of HeaT*n, 76S 

The Mountain of the Congregation call'd ; 
For thither 1^ assembled all bis train. 
Pretending so commanded Id consult 
About the great reception of their King, 
Thither to opme, and with calumnious art 77t 

Of counterfeited truth, tbm hdd their ears : 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, 
Pow'rs, 

tM. Hgktnbtf in taken for a •nbsUntive by Newtoo, bat U is 
•vMealH an wUectlve, or we should h»ve ' ineffable hfiUninf ,' ui 
raprarion Milton woaJdiiever have made use of. 
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If these magrnific titles yet remain 
Not merely titular^ siBce by decree 
Another now hath to himself ingross'd fff 

All powV, and us eclipsed under the name 
Of King Anointed, for whom all tbis haste 
Of midnight mamh, and hurried meeting here* 
This only to consult, how we may best. 
With what may be devised of honours new, TW 

Receive him coming to reeeive from us 
Knee-tHbute yet unpaid, prostratiia'vile, 
■ Too muih to one, but double how endured, 
To one and to his image now prosfcim'dt 
But what if better counsels might erect 798 

Our minds, and teach «■ to cast off tlllf yoke t 
Will ye submit your necks, and choose to bend 
The supple kneet Ye will not, if I tmst 
To know ye right ; or if ye know yourselves 
Natives and sous of Heav'n possess'd before 790 

By none, and if not equal all, yet free. 
Equally free ; for orders and degrees 
Jar not with liberty, but well cpnsist. 
Who can in reason then oi; right assume 
Monarchy over such as live by right 795 

His equals, if in pow'r and splendour less. 
In freedom equal t or can introduce 
Law and edict on us, who without law 
Err not t much less for this to be mst Lord, 
And look for adoration to th' abuse MO 

Of thorte imperial titles which assert. 
Our being cnrdain'd to govern, not to serve. 

Thiu far his bold discourse without control 
Had audience, when among the Seraphim 
Abdiel, than whom none with more seal adored t06 
The Deity', and divine commands obey '4, 
Stood up, and in a flame of seal severe. 
The current of his fury thus opposed : 

O argument, blasphemous, fsJae, and proud ( 
Words which no ear ever to hear in Heav'n SIO 
Expected, least of all from thee, Ingrate, 
In place thyself so hig^ above thy peers. 

799. There i« adlfflculty In tbe conatmctlon of tfakpsMSfs; biil 

iti« sxijUln^d by takinir « for tUs to be onr Lord,» in c *— 

frtth 'can introdnce law and t(fieL* 



BOOK V. 18r 

Oanst thon with impious obloquy condemn 

The just decree of God, pronounced and twom. 

That to hu only Son, by right endued 818 

With regal sceptre, ev'ry soul in Htiav*!! 

Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due 

Confess him rightful King f Unjust, thon iay'st. 

Flatly unjust, to bind with laws the free* 

And equal over equals to let reign, 899 

One over all with unsucceeded pow*r. 

Shalt thou give l«w to God ? Shalt thon dispute 

With him the points of liberty, who made 

Thee what liiou art, and form'd tike pow'rs of Hear'n 

Such as he pleased, and circumscribed their being? 

Vet, by experience taught, we know how good, 828 

And of our good and of our dig^i^jr 

How provident he is, how far from thoofht 

To make us less, bent rather to exalt 

Our happy state under one head more near 838 

United. But to grant it thee unjust, 

That equal over equals monarch reign : 

Thyself, though great and glorious, dost thon count. 

Or all angelic nature joinM in one. 

Equal to him begotten Son 1 by whom 835 

As by his Word the miglity Father made 

All tilings, ev'n thee ; and all the Spirits of Hear'n 

By him created in their bright degrees, 

Grown'd them with glory*, and to their glory named 

Thrones, Dominations, Princedoms, Virtues, Pow'rs, 

Essential Pow'rs ; nor by his reig^ obscured, 841 

But more illustrious made ; since he the Heal 

One of our number thus reduced becomes ; 

His laws our laws ; all honour Id him done 

Returns our own. Goato then this impious rage. 

And tempt not these ; but hasten to appease 846 

Th' incensed Father and th' incensod Son, 

While pardon may be ftmnd, in time besought. 

So spake the fervent Angel ; but his seal 
None seconded, as out of season judged, 858 

Or singular and rash, whereat rejoiced 
Th' Apostate, and more haughty thus replied : 
That we wero form'd Iben, say'st thou t said the woik 

ns.Col,Li«, 17. 
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Of MOonduT handi, by task tnn«ferr'd 854 

Vrom Father to his Son t Strang^ point, and newi 
Doctrine which we woold know whence ieam'd : who 
When this creation was t Remember'st thou [saw 
Thy making, while the Maker gare ^ee being ; 
We know no time when we were not as now ; 
Know none before us, self-begot, self-raised 80t 

By our own quick'ning pow^, when ftttal oourM 
Had circled his iull orb, the birdi mature 
Of this Our natire Heay'n, ethereM sons. 
Our puissance is our own ; oar own ri|^ haad 
Shall teach us highest deeds, by>p<Dof to try 809 
Who is our equal : then thou shalt behold 
Whether by supplicati<m we intend 
Address, and to Iteirt th' almighty throne 
Beseeching «r begging. This report. 
These tidings, carry to th' Anointed King ; 878 

And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight. 

Hd said, and as the sound of waters deep 
Hoarse murmur echo'd to his words applause 
Through the inflnite host ; nor less for that 
The flaming Seraph fearless, though alone 875 

Encompass'd round with foe8» thn«an<wei'd bold:- 

O alienate frraa God, O Spirit accursed. 
Forsaken of all good 1 I see thy fall 
Determined, and thy hapless ctew inyolved 
In this perfidious fraud, contag^<m spread 888 

Both of thy crime and punishment : henceforth 
No more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God's Messiah : those indulgent laws 
Will not be now vouchsafed ; other decrees 
Agatost thee are gone fordi without recall ; 888 

That golden sceptre, which lko« didst r^ect* 
Is now an iron rod, to bruise and break 
Thy disobedience. Well thou, didst adTise* 
Tet not for thy advice or threats I fly 
Iliese wicked tents devoted, lest the wrath (H 

Impendent, raging into sudden flame, 
Distingaish not ; for soon expect to feel 
His thunder on thy head, devouring fire ; 
Then Who created thee lamenting lear% 

ffis. Rev. xlx. «. 
M7.AbiL8. 
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When who can uncreate thee thon shalt know. 80S 

So spake the Seraph Abdiel, faithfol found 
Among the /aithlew, faithful only he ; 
Among innumerable false, unmovedt 
Unshaken, unseduoed, unterrifled. 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal ; 000 

Nor number, nor example, with him wrought 
To swerve from truth, or change his constant mind. 
Though single. From amidst them forth he pass'd. 
Long way throc^ph hostile scorn, which he sustain'd 
Superior, aor of riolence fear'd aught; 005 

And with retorted scorn his back he tum'd 
On those proud tow'rs to swift destruction doom'd. 



BOOK VI. 
THE ARGUMENT. 

IhmTjiwt eonUiiufa [o reitL« how MkSnel and Qn brie] were i^nt 
HfBfft iBttle i^)M :!fciEBTi ^tl hkA AnifpU Thi> fint hrht On- 
ierfM I Sllarit lUi J hlw Powiifii rctlrv Uli(tt:f iiJifhL: He ctklLi « 
CDQuril, lavEJitt »k*JlliNli en^dim, wliifb l^u lilt -Hrmkri day** lifhl 
puL Mlichaf:! and hui AriE^^li^ lo^dvue «li*rinl4.-r ; Liit[ ihrj tj[ ]*^itiflh 
(miLln^ lip mnubEaiBi, dvltwIie'I nit>fl bntli ihf farrr bi\A ntnclik net 
afSauil^:: Vet [lit IdhiuU HDL « pinlinif, Had on Ihi! tlnnl 44^ 
ten*lt !Vf4:>«|«3i l|]» -^n, fnt whcrai bt: liarl tiiilnci] ihis (fiory (^ 
itiLLL vlftory: He^ln (Ih> [wywi^f *if hU VuiMTtffniHwfi in ihw phrt, 
lEid caujinif hlu lesions t(j sl;incl .^[.11 1 ,>■!, cIUht ftldi% ^Ull Iik4 f\tt^ 
f luL uUd Lbucuitr urLvIti^ into ttiiLi [|'iIh]>|^ Uh 4-?ti'iiiJi.-t<, tMiiKkkCt 
tititnt, iinadit m reviu^ towir4i tjie wall <d Mt^vE'p : whH^lL4i|hi><n- 
In^, Ih^j iHiipilovn vUh bfTTI^r ICid doitfukLoi; liitr> tltc |}|»i-e rrf 
pEinMiHi^at iJi^iHred for thtBi irt iJie d*t'[> : MtwUiri niUrin wlSl 
triiijli[ib to IlLi Father. 

All night tbfi dreadleMAngipl, uiiput«ui?d, 
Through HeaT'ii's wido chatupeiti held hifl way, till 
Waked by tbe circlJDg; haur», with rosy hand [morn, 
Unbarr'd tb& gai^a of lights There la a cbtc 
Within the ruiriijnt of Go^, fart by biA chmne, a 

Where light nnd ilnrkne^s in pei-pptijal i-ound 
Lodge and >:U:^l-ji:1i|fc I'V ttims^ ^hiclt makuj through 
Grateful vici^riitwde, like dn; ami mgtic ; [Henv'n 
Light issae:J fortb, anrl at tb« oElier door 

80«. The character of Abdiel thus Introduced hat a veiy beautifbl 
•ffecc 

9. Copied from Homer, II. ▼. 740. 

6. A paflMfe of Heilod is pointed oatbr Warborton as the or^ 
glial of this.— neof. 748. 
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Obcequioiu darknew enters* till her hour It 

To Teil the He«rn, though darkneM there nilfl^ well 
Seem twilight here : and now went forth the mom 
Snch a* in highest HeaT'n, array'd in gold 
Empjrreal ; Aroni before her Tanish'd night. 
Shot through with orient beams; when all die plain, 
Ck>Ter'd with thick embattled •qoadrona bright, 16 
Chariots and flaming arms, and fiery steeds, 
Reflecting blaxe on blase, first met his riew. 
War he perceived, war in procinot, and fonsd 
Already known what he for news had thought M 
To have reported. Gladly then he mix'd 
Among those friendly Pow'rs, who him receiTed 
With joy and acclamations load, that one. 
That of so many myriads fall'n, yet one 
Retum'd not lost. On to the sacred hill SS 

They led him, high applauded, and present 
Before the seat supreme ; from whence a voice 
From midst a golden cloud thus mild was heard : 

Servant of God, well done f w^ hast thou fought 
The better fight, who singly hast maiutain'd 30 

Against revolted multitudes the caute 
Of truth, in word mightier than they in arms ; 
And for the testimony' of truth hast borne 
Universal reproach (far worse to bear 
Than violence) ; for this was all thy care 3S 

To stand approved in sight of God, though woilds 
Judged thee perverse : the easier con(;(uest now 
Remains thee, aided by this host of friends. 
Back on thy foes more glorisfus to return 
Than scom'd thou dtdst depart, and to subdue 4t 
By force, who reason for their law refuse. 
Right reason for thi^Atw, and for their king 
Messiah, who by right of metit reigns. 
Go Michael, of celestial armi«» prince. 
And thou in military prowess next 41 

Gabriel, lead forth to batUe these toy sons 
Invincible, lead forth my armed Saints, 
By thousands and by millions ranged for fight, 

18. See MaocsbeesH. 90. 
19. H^ar in proeinet, in alloidea to the aoldien ({Irdlar *■•• 
•elves up before the battle. 

99. Abdiel ta Hebrew means temai of Ood. 
Rev. xtf. 7, S. 
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Equal in number to that <>odleai ci«w 
Rebellioiui ; them with fire and hostile atrms M 

FearleM assault, and to the brow of Hear'n 
Porsning', drive them oat firom God and bliaa 
Into their place of punishment, the gulf 
Of Tartarus, which ready opens wide , 
His fiery Chaos to receive their fall* 5* 

So spake the sor'relgn voice, and clouds began 
To darken all the hill, and smoke to roll 
In dusky wreaths, reluctant flanges, the sign 
Of wrath awaked ; nor with less drend the loud 
Ethereal trumpet from on high 'gan blow : 60 

At which command the powers militant 
That stood for Keav'n, in mighty quadrate join'd 
Of union irresistible, moved on 
In silence their bright legions, to the sound 
Of instrumental harmony, that breath'd (U 

Heroic ardour to advent'rons deeds 
Under their God-like leaders, in the cause 
Of God and his Messiah. On they move 
Indissolubly firm : nor obvious hill. 
Nor strait'uing vale, nor wood, nor stream divides 7t 
Their perfect ranks ; for high above the ground 
Their march was, and the passive air upborv 
Their nimble tread. As when the total kind 
Of birds, in orderly array on wing. 
Game sumnum'd over Eden, to receive 75 

Their names of thee ; so over many a tract 
Of Heav'n they march'd, and many a province wide 
Tenfold the length of this terrene. At last. 
Far in th' horixon^to the north appeared 
From skirt to skirt a fiery region, stretch'd 80 

In battailous aspect, and nea^r view 
Bristled with apright beams innumerable 
Of rigid spears, and helmets throng'd, and shields 
Various, with boastful ai^^ument portray'd. 
The banded Pow'rs of Satan hasting on 88 

With furious expedition ; for they ween'd 
That self-same day by fight, or by surprise. 
To win the mount of God, and on his throne 

7S. So Homer deacrlbM the motlan of hl« goia, 
...•^f??^?'. "Tf? ''•*^> *" altarion to the dedffni pdBted oa 
the ihteldt of knirhtf. 
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To set the en-vior of his state, the proad 

Aspirer, but their thoughts proved fond and Tain 90 

In the mid-way : though strange to us it seem'd 

At first, that Angel should with Angel war. 

And in fierce hosting meet, who wont to meet 

So oft in festivals of joy and love 

Unanimous, as sons of one great sire W 

Hymning th' Eternal Father; but the shout 

Of battle now begpan, and rushing sound 

Of onset ended soon each milder thought. 

High in the midst exalted as a God, 

Th' Apostate in his sun-bright chariot sat, 100 

Idol of majesty divine, inclosed 

With flaming Cherubim and gulden shields; 

Then lighted from his gorgeous throne, for now 

Twixt host and host but narrow space was left 

(A dreadful interval), and front to front lOS 

Presented, stood in terrible array. 

Of hideous length. Before the cloudy van. 

On the rough edge of battle ere it join'd, 

Satan, with vast and hai^hty stride* advanced. 

Came tow'ring, arm'd in adamant and gold : 110 

Abdiel that sight endured not, where he stood 

Among the mightiest, bent on highest deeds. 

And thus his own undaunted heart explores; 

O Heav'n I that such resemblance of the High^ 
Should yet remain, where faith and reUty 115 

Remain not ! wherefore should not strength and might 
There fail where virtue fails, or weakest prove 
Wliere boldest, though to sight unconquerable f 
His puissance, trusting in th' Almighty's aid, 
I mean to try, whose reason I have try'd UO 

Unsound and false ; n* is it aught but just 
That he who in debate of truth hath won 
Should win in arms, in both disputes alike 
Victor; though brutish that contest and foul. 
When reason hath to deal with force, yet so ISI 
Most reason is that reason overcome. 

So pondering, and from his armed peers 
Forth stepping opposite, half-way he met 

93. Hostinft a word not first used bv Milton, as suppoaed. 
US. Realty, not mirenesa but loy&Uy; derived from tbe tttllM 
word rtate, loyaU 
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His daring foe, at this preTention mot* 

Incensed ; and thus securely him defy*d t IM 

Proud, art thou met t Thy hope was to have raaoh'd 
The height of thy aspiring unopposed. 
The throne of God unguarded, and his side 
Abandon'd at the terror of thy pow'r 
Or potent tongue : fool ! not to think how rain IM 
Against th Omnipotent to rise in arms 1 
Who out of smallest things could without end 
Have raised incessant armies to defeat 
Thy foUy I or with solitary hand 
Reaching beyond all limit, at one blow, 149 

Unaided, could have finish'd thee, and whelm'd 
Thy l^ons under darkness ! but thbu seest 
All are not of thy train : there be who faith 
Prefer, and piety to God, thougrh then 
To thee not visible, when I alone 14i 

Seem'd in thy world erroneous to dissent 
From all ; my sect thou seest ; now learn, too late. 
How few sometimes may know, when thousands err. 

Whom the grand foe, with scornful eye as k anc e . 
Thus answer'd : III for thee, but in wish'd hour UO 
Of my revenge, first sought for thou retum'st 
From flight, seditious Angel, to receive 
Thy merited reward, the first assay 
Of this right hand provoked, since first that txmgne. 
Inspired with contradiction, durst oppose 195 

A third part of the Gods, in synod met 
Their deities to assert, who while they feel 
Vigour divine within them, can allcw 
Omnipotence to none. But well thou oom'st 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win IM 

From me some plume, that thy success may shaw 
Destruction to the rest. This pause between 
(Unanswer'd lest thou boast) to let thee know; 
At first I thought that Liberty and Heav'n 
To heay'nly souls had been all one ; but now 16f 
I see that most (krough sloth had rather serve* 
llinisfring Spirits, train'd up in feast and song: 

147. Stett aot fa sUuIm, m to mpiMwed. to uy reHflMS «« 
nrtMcal psrty, ka* ecconUnr is to primitive teat^ a dhrWs^ 

161. Sueem, fortuoe, fnod or l«d, to sirnUled bj thto wori. 
J«7. Heb. i 14. 
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Sach hast thou anu'd, the min^tvelsy of Hear'n, 

Servility with freedom to contend. 

As both their deeds compared this day shaU prove. 

To whom in brief thus Abdiel stem reply 'd * 171 
Apostate, itill thou err'st, nor end wilt find 
Of erring, from the i>ath of truth remote. 
Unjustly thou deprav'st it with the name 
Of Serritude to serve whom God ordains, 17ft 

Or Nature ; God and Nature bid the same. 
When he who rules is worthiest, and exccJs 
Them whom be governs. This is servitude. 
To serve th' unwise, or him who hath rebeU'd 
Against his worthier, as thine now serve thee» 180 
Thyself not free, but to thyself enthrall'd ; 
Yet lewdly dar'st our miuist'ring upbraid. 
Reign thou in Hell, thy kingdom ; let me Mire 
In Heav'n God ever blest, and his divine 
Behests obey, worthiest to be obey'd ; 185 

Yet chains in Hell, not realms expect : meanwhfle 
Frmn me retum'd, as erst thou saidst, from flight. 
This grreeting on thy impious crest receive. 

So say'ug, a noble stroke he lifted high. 
Which hung not, but so swift with tempest tell 100 
On the proud crest of Satan, that no sight. 
Nor motion of swift thought, less could his shield 
Such ruin intercept. Ten paces huge 
He back recoil'd ; the tenth on bended knee 
His massy spear U])stay'd, as if on earth 100 

Winds under grouud, or waters forcing way 
Sidelong, had pnsh'd a mountain from his seat. 
Half sunk with all his pines. Amasement seised 
The rebel Thrones, but greater rage, to see 
Thus foil'd their mightiest ; ours joy fill'd ai^d shout. 
Presage of victory and fierce desire 901 

Of battle ; whereat Michael bid sound 
Th' Arch-Angel trumpet : through the rast of Heav'n 
It sounded, and the faithfal armies rung 
Hosannah to the Highest : nor stood at gase Ml 
The adverse legisns, nor less hideous join'd 
The horrid shock. Now storming fury rose. 
And clamour such as heard in Heav^ till noiw 

in. Osid In aatkipstion. 



BOOK VL 14S 

Wat n«r«r ; aruM on armour claabing In^y'd 
Horrible discord, and the madding wheels tit 

Of braxen chariots raged ; dire was the noise 
Of conflict ; over head the dismal hiss 
Of fiery darts in flaming volleys flew. 
And flying vaulted either host with An* 
So under fiery cope together msh'd 915 

Both battles main, with roinous assault 
And inextinguishable rage. All Hea?'n 
Resounded ; and had Earth been then, all Earth 
Had to her centre shook. What wonder I when 
Millions of fierce encount'ring Ang^els fought iSO 
On either side, the least of whom could wield 
Fhese elements, and arm him with the force 
Of all their regions : how much more of pow'r 
Army 'gainst aroiy numberless, to raise 
Dreadful combustion warring, and disturb, SM 

Thoogh not destroy, their happy native seat ; 
Had not th' Eternal King omnipotent 
From his strong hold of Heav'n high o?er-ruled 
And limited their might ; thoogh number'd such 
As each divided legion might have seem'd S30 

A num'rous host, in strength each armed hand 
A legion, led in fi^ht yet leader seem'd 
Eaclk warrior single as in -.hief, expert 
When to advance, or stand, or turn the sway 
Of battle, open when, and when to close 936 

The ridges of grim war : no thought of flight. 
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 
That argued fear : each on himself rely'd. 
As only in his arm the moment lay 
Of victory : deeds of eternal fame MO 

Were done, but infinite ; for wide was spread 
That war, and various ; sometimes on firm ground 
A standing fight, tiien soaring on main wing. 
Tormented all the air: all air seem'd then 
Conflicting fire. Long time in even scale MS 

The battle hung ; till Satan, who that day 
Prodigious pow'r had shone, and met in arms 
No equal, ranging through the dire attack 
Of fighting Seraphim confused, at length 940 

336. ncldt plosffh^d la ridres form the tubJiTt of this tna 
nicuphor. 344. Tormented, u the Latlcs om MMm 

H 
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8kw wbero tlie sword of Michael smote, and iBD'd 
Squadrons at once : with huge two-handed sway 
Brandish'd aloft the horrid edge came down 
Wide wasting : such destruction to withstand 
He hasted, and opposed the rocky orb 
Of tenfold adamant, his ample shield : 9M 

A rast circumference. At his approach 
The great Arch-Angel from his warlike toil 
Sufceased, and glad, as hoping here to end 
Intestine war in hear'n, th' arch-foe subdued. 
Or captiye dragg'd in chains, with hostile frown %Bf 
And Tis^^ all inflamed, first thus began : 
Author of eril, unknown till thy revolt, 
^Unnamed in Hear'n, now plenteous, as thoa seest 
These acts of hateful strife, hateful to all. 
Though heaviest by just measure on thyself 985 
And thy adherenu, how hast thou disturb'd 
Heav'n's blessed peace, and into nature brought 
Misery, uncreated till the crime 
Of thy rebellion ? How hast thou instHl'd 
Thy malice into thousands, once upright tTO 

And faithful, now proved false t But think not heie 
To trouble holy rest ; Hear'n casts thee out 
From aU her confines. Heav'n, the seat of blias. 
Brooks not the works of violence and war, 
Hence then, and evil go with thee along, Vft 

Thy offspring, to the place of evil, Hell, 
Thou and thy wicked crew ; there mingle broils 
Ere tUfs avenging sword begin thy doom. 
Or some more sudden vengeance wing'd fttnn God 
Precipitate thee with augmented pain. SM 

So spake the Prince of Angels : to whom dras 
The Adversary : Nor think thou with wind 
Of aery threats to awe whom yet with deeds 
Thou canst not. Hast thou tum'd the least of these 
To flight, or if to faU, but that they rise S89 

Unvanquish'd, easier to transact with me 
That thou shonldst hope, imperious, and witti threats 
To chase me hence t Err not that so shall ead 
The strife which thou call'st evil, but we style 
The strife of glory ; which we mean to win, SM 
Or turn this Hear'n itself into the Hell 

tm, JUbrtnmrp, the mcaoUif of Om Helwew, Sataa. 
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Thou fftblest, here however to dwell fne. 

If not to reigrn. Mean while thy utmost force* 

And join him named Almighty to thy aid« 

I fly not, but have sought thee far and nigh. S0S 

They ended parle, and both address'd for fight 
Unspeakable ; for who, though with the tongue 
Of Angels, can relate, or to what things 
Liken on earth conspicuous, that may lift 

gnman imagination to such height 300 

f Godlike pow'r? for likest Gods they eeem'd, 
Stood they or moved, in stature^ motion, arms, 
Fit to decide the empire of great Hear'n. 
Now waved their fiery swords, and in the air 
Made horrid circles : two broad suns their shields 
Blazed opposite, while expectation stood 306 

In horror : from each hand with speed retired, 
Where erst was thickest fight, th' angelic throng, 
And left large field, unsafe within the wind 
Of such commotion : vsuch as, to set forth 310 

Great things by small, if Nature's concord broke, 
Among the opnstellations war were sprung. 
Two planets rushing from aspect malign 
Of fiercest opposition in mid-sky 
Should combat, and their jarring spheres confound. 
Together both with next to' almighty arm 3 in 

Uplifted imminent, one stroke they aim'd 
That might determine, and not need repeat. 
As net of -pow'r at once ; nor odds appear'd 
In might or swift prevention. But the sword 320 
Of Michael from the armoury of God, 
t'Tas giv'n him temper d so, that neither keen 
Nor solid might resist that edge. It met ' 
The sword of Satan with steep force to smite 
Descending, Mid in half cot AstX i nor stay'd, 325 
But with swift wheel revetw, deep ent'ring shared 
All his right side : then Satan first ^ew pain. 
And writhed him to and fro convolved ; so sore 
The griding sword with discontinuous wound 

98. Can relate or IU«ii : the mOntMntinJIiht before mentloiwd 
mmt be understood after these Teriw. 

313. Bentlet proposes to read warfare instetd of war kete. 

SSI. So Vinrlf mentions the swotdof iSDetsi Homec andTuso 
also are Imitated in tiiis passage. 

tu. Homer, II. itt. 383. Virfil, JEn. Hi. 731. 

»». I>iic$nliituoutf separating the parti. 

K 
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Pass'd thnragifa him : but th' ethereal substance closed, 
Not long diyisible ; and from the gash 131 

A stream of nect'rous humour issuing^, flow'd 
Sanguine, such a» celestial Spirits may bleed, 
And all his armour stain'd ere while so bright. 
Forthwith on all sides to his aid was run 335 

By angels many* and strong, who interposed 
Defence, while others bore him on their shields 
Back to his chariot, where it stood retired * 

Prom off the files of war : there they him laid 
Gnashing for anguish, and despite, and shame, 340 
To find himself not matchless, and his pride 
Humbled by such rebuke, so far beneath 
His confidence to equal Gk>d in pow'r. 
Yet soon he heal'd ; for Spirits that live thnmghout 
Vital in ev'ry part, not as frail man 345 

In entrails, heart or head, liver or reins. 
Cannot but by annihilating die r 
Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 
Receive, no more than can the fluid air. 
All heart they live, all head, all eye, all ear, 350 
All intellect, all sense : and as they please. 
They limb themselves : and colour, shape, or size 
Assume, as likes them best, condense or rare. 

Meanwhile in other parts like deeds deserved 
Memorial, where the might of Gabriel fought, 355 
And with fierce ensigns pierced the deep array 
Of Moloch, furious king ; who him defy'd. 
And at his chariot-wheels to drag him bound 
Threatened ; nor from the Holy One of Hear'n 
Refrain 'd his tongue blasphemous ; but anon 360 
Down cloven to the waist, with shatter'd arms 
And uncouth pain fled bellowing. On each wing 
Uriel and Raphaffl his Taunting foe, 

333. Homer calls the blood flowingr from the rods iehoTt tbtt 
k, a pure fluid corresponding to the more reflned subftance of 
their bodies. Bentie; reads icAorotu inRtead of nect'rous, but 
this would be a Uutology as viufuine follows.— See Horn. IL v. 

335. IVas run. a Latinism^ tfaUum est, 

3«S. The might 0/ Gabriel fought, a Greek expression fluent 
In Homer. 

SSS. So Mars Is represented flylm; ^rora battle In the Iliad. 

3A3. Raphael speaks here in the third person of himself, '.lis 
■sme oeinr unknown to Adam— Soinr rridcs propose to add 
meh after KapbaeL 
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Though huge, and in a rock ot diamond arm'd, 
Vanquish'd Adramelech and Aamadai, 3<U 

Two potent Thrones, that to be less than Gods 
Disdain'd, but meaner thoughts leam'd in their flight. 
Mangled with ghastly wounds through plate and 
Nor stood unmindful Abdiel to annoy [mail. 

The atheist crew, but with redoubled blow 370 

Ariel and Arioch, and the riolence 
Of Ramiel scorch'd and blasted overthrew. 
I might relate of thousands, and their names 
Eternize here on earth ; but those elect 
Angels, contented with- their fame in Heaven, 875 
Seek, not the praise of men. I'he other sort 
In might though wondrous, and in acts of war, 
Nor of renown less eager, yet by doom 
Cancell'd from Heaven and sacred memory, 
Nameless in dark, oblivion let them dwelk 880 

For strength from truth divided and from just, 
Illaudable, nought merits but dispraise 
And ignominy ; yet to glory' aspires 
Vain-glorious, and through infamy seeks fame : 
Therefore eternal silence be their doom. 385 

And now their mightiest queird,the battle swei-ved. 
With many an inroad gored ; deformed rout 
Enter'd, and foul disorder ; all the grotmd 
With shiver'd armour strewn, and on a heap 
Chariot and charioteer lay overtum'd, 390 

And fiery foaming steeds : what stood, recoil'd 
O'erwearied, through the faint Satanic host 
Defensive scarce, or with pale fear sitrprised. 
Then first with fear surprised and sense of pain. 
Fled ignominious, to such evil brought 305 

By sin of disobedience, till that hour 
Not liable to fear, or flight, or pain. 
Far Atherwiae th' inviolable Saints 
In cubic phalanx firm advanced entire. 
Invulnerable, impenetrably arm'd : 400 

Such high advantages their innocence 
Gave them above their foes, not to hava sinned. 
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Not to have dimbey'd : in fight they stood 
Uawearied, onobiioxious to be pain*d 4N 

By wound, tho' fnm their place by violence mored. 

Now Night her course began, and orer Hearen 
Inducing darkness, grateful truce imposed. 
And silence on the odious din of war. 
Under her cloudy corert both retired, 
Victor and vanquish'd, on the fbughten field 41t 
MichaH and his angels prevalent 
Encamping, placed in guard their watches round, 
Cherubic waving fires. On th' other part 
Satan with his rebellions disappear'd. 
Far in the dark dislodged ; and roid of rest, 419 
His potentates to council call'd by night ; 
And in the midst thus nndismay'd began : 

O now in danger tr^d, now known in arms. 
Not to be overpowVd, Companions dear. 
Found worthy not of liberty alone, ' 4M 

Too mean pretence, but what we more affect. 
Honour, dominion, glory, and renown ; 
Who hare sustain'd one day in doubtful fight 
(And if one day, why not eternal days t) 
What Heaven's Lord had pow'rfullest to send 4Si5 
Against us from about his throne, and judged 
Sufficient to subdue us to bis will. 
But proves not so : then fallible, it seems. 
Of future we may deem him, though 'till now 
Omniscient thought. True is, less firmly arm'd, 4M 
Some disadvantage we endured and pain. 
Till now not known ; but known, as soon contemn'd; 
Since now we find this our empyreal form 
Incapable of moHal injury. 

Imperishable, and though pierced widi wovmdt 438 
Soon closing, and by native vigour heal'd. 
Of evil then so small, as easy think 
The remedy ; perhapfi more valid arms. 
Weapons more violent, when next we meet. 
May serve to better us, and worse our foes ; 4M 

Or equal what between us made the odds. 
In nature none. If other hidden cause 
Left them superior, while we can preserve 
Unhurt our minds and understanding soundt 
4S7. tndtuingt bringinf oo* 



BOOK VI. 101 

Due aeaorch and consultation will disclose. 445 

He sat ; and in th' assembly next upstood 
Nisroch, of principalities the prime. 
As one he stood escaped from cruel fight, 
Sore toil'd, bis riren arms to havoc hewn, 
And cloudy in aspect, thus answYingr spake : 4SM 

Deliverer from new Lords, leader to free 
Enjoyment of our right as Gods : yet hard 
For Gods, and too linequal work we find. 
Against unequal arms to fight in pain. 
Against nnpain'd, impassive ; from which evil 455 
Ruin must needs ensue ; for what avails 
Talour or ^strength, though matchless, quell'd with - 

pain 
Which all subdues, and makes remiss the haitds 
Of mightiest t Sense of pleasure we may well 
Spare out of life perfaapsi and not repine, 460 

But live content, which is the calmest life : 
But pain is perfect misery, the worst 
Of evils, and excessive, overturns 
All patience. He who therefore can invent 
With what more forcible we may offend 403 

Our yet unwounded enemies, or arm 
Ourselves with like defence, to me deserves 
No less than for deliverance what we owq. 

Whereto, with look composed, Satan reply'd : 
Not uninvented that, which thou aright 470 

Believ'st so main to our succoss, I bring. 
Which of us who beholds the bright surface 
Of this ethereous mould whereon w^ standi 
This continent of spacious Heav'n, adom'd 
With plant, firuit, flow'r ambrosial, gems, and gold ; 
Whose eye so superficially surveys 4W 

These things, as not to mind from whence they grow 
Deep mider ground, materials dark and crude. 
Of spirituous and fiery spume, till touch'd 
With Heaven's ray, and temper'd, they shoot forth 
So bounteous, op'ning to the ambient light ? 481 

These in their dark nativity the deep 

447. Nisroekt god of tbe Aaqrriaos, in whose tenple Senoa- 
cherlb «■« slain. 3 Kings six. 37. and Im. xxvii. 37. 

4«t. Tk» deep, not hell, as Is nsaaUy OMsnt hy tt Is wori, bM 
the ander parts of the gretiad. 
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Shall yield us, prepaant with infernal flame ; 
Which into h<dlow enginest long and round. 
Thick ranun'd, at th' other bcnre with touch of Are 4M 
Dilated and infuriate, shall send forth 
From fur, with thund'ring noise among our foea« 
Such implements of mischief, as shall dash 
To pieces, and o'erwhelm whaterer stands 
Adverse, that they shall fear we hare disarmed 4M 
The Thund'rer of his <mly dreaded bdt. 
Nor long shall be our labour ; yet ere dawn. 
Effect shall end our wish. Mean while reTire ; 
Abandon fear ; to strength and council join'd 
. Think niching hard, much less to be deqiair'd. 49S 

He ended, and his words their drooping cheer 
Enlighten'd, and their languish 'd hope rerired. 
Th' iurention all admired, and each, how he 
To be th' inrentor miss'd ; so easy' it seem'd 
Once found, which yet unfound moat would have 
thought 5M 

Impossible ; yet haply of thy race 
In future days, if maliot should abound. 
Some one intent on mischief, or inspired 
With derlish machination, might derite 
like instrument to plague the sons of men StS 

For sin, on war and mutual slaughter bent. 
Forthwidi Irom oouncil to the work they flew ; 
None arguing stood ; innumerable hands 
Were ready ; in a moment up they tum'd 
Wide the celestial soil, and saw beneath 510 

Th* originals of nature in their crude 
Conception ; sulphurous and nitrous foam 
They found, they mingled, and widi subtle ait. 
Concocted and adjusted they reduced 
To blackest gf ain, and into store conrey'd. 5U 

Part hidden reins digg'd up (nor hath this ear& 
Entrails unlike) if mineral and stone. 
Whereof to found their engines and their balls 
Of missire ruin ; part incentire reed 
ProTide, pernicious with one touch to Are. M) 

So all ere day-spring, under conscious night. 
Secret diey finish'd, and in order set, 

fts P en u ei t mt j to be aadenlMid, Itto protaMa, at the Ulh. 
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With nlent circumspection nnespy'd. 

Now when fair mom orient in Hear'n appear'd. 
Up rose the rictor Angela* and to arma 539 

The matin-trampet rang. In arms they stood 
Of golden panoply, refulgent host. 
Soon banded : others from the dawning hills 
Look'd round, and soonts each coast liglit-armed sconr^ 
Each quarter, to descry die distant foe, 53C 

Where lodged, or whither fled, or if for igfat. 
To motion or in halt. Him soon they met 
Under sfHread ensigns moring nigh, in slow 
But firm battalion. Back with speediest sail 
Zophiel, of Cherubim Ibe swiftest wing, 535 

Came flying, and in mid-air aloud dras cry'd; 

Arm, Warriors, arm for light ; the foe <at hand. 
Whom fled we thought, will save us long pursuit 
This day. Fear not his flight ; so thick a doud 
He comes, and settled in his face I see 540 

Sad resolution and secure. Let each 
His adamantine coat gird well, and each 
Fit well his helm, gripe fast his orbed shield, 
Borne er'n or high ; for Ms day will pour down, 
If I conjecture aught, no drisding show'r, 545 

But rattling storm of arrows barb'd with fire. 

So wam'd he them, aware themselres, and soon 
In order, quit of all impediment; 
Instant without disturb they took alarm. 
And onward mored embatded ; when behold, 550 
Not distant far widi heavy pace the foe 
Approaching gross and huge, in h<dlow cube 
Training his devilish eng^in'ry, impaled 
On er'ry side with shadowing squadrons deep> 
To hide the fraud. At interview both stood 556 

A while ; but suddenly at head appear'd 
Satan, and thus was heard commanding loud : 

Vanguard, to right and left the front unfold. 
That all may see who hate us, how we seek 
Peace and composure, and with open breast 500 

537. Pamoply, conplete uroMor. 

ft3S. ZopMeit the Rpy of God. 

i41. Stidt tollen, or m in old aathors rrmve aod tcrtow. 

«4t. impedtmentt like the Latin impedimenta, the bagiage 

3f an army. 

US. Trmiminf. drawinc ia tnlD. 

Hft 
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Stand remdy to receiTB them, if they like 
Our oreitare, and tnm not back perrerae ; 
Bat that I doubt. However witness Heareiiy 
Hear'n witaen thou anon, while we discharge 
Freely oar part ; ye who appointed stand. Ml 

Do as ye hare in charge, and briefly toach 
What we propoand, and loud that all ntay hear. 

So scofllngr in ambigooos words, he scarce 
Had ended ; when to rig^t and left the front 
Divided, and to either flank retired : 57C 

Which to oar eyes discovered, new and strange, 
A triple moontod row of pillars laid 
On wheels (for like to pillars most they seem'd. 
Or hoUow'd bodies made of oak or fir, 
Wilik branches lopt, in wood or mountain fell'd) 575 
Brass, iron, stony mold, had not their mouths 
With hideous orifice gaped on us wide, 
Portending hollow tmce. At eadi, behind, 
A Seraph, stood, and in his hand, a reed 
Stood waving, tipt with fire : while we* suspense 590 
Collected stood within our thoughts amused. 
Not long, for sudden all at once their reeds 
Put forth, and to a narrow vent apply'd 
With nicest touch. Immediato in a flame, 584 

But soon obscured with smoke, all Heav'n appear'd. 
From those deep-throated engines belch'd, whose roar 
(mbowel'd with outrageous noise the air, 
And-all her entrails tore, disgorging foul 
Their devlish glut, chain'd thunderbolts and hail 
Of iron globes; which on the victor host 590 

Levell'd with such impetuoiis fury smote. 
That whom they hit, none on their feet might stand. 
Though standing else as rooks, but down they fell 
By thousands. Angel on Arch-Ai^^ roU'd ; 
The soonmr for their arms ; unarm'd they might 505 
Have easily as Spirits evaded swift 
By quick contracdon or remove ; but now 
Foul dissipation foUow'd and forced rout; 
Nor tierved it to relax their serried files. 

ma. Mold, •ubstance. There are atone csnnon, ft h said, M 
Delft in Hotland, and Milton i« auppowd to kive taken tbia Mm 
»raui ha>iair seen them, 
580. Held, iiisiead of stood, is propoaed as a new readla % 
S99. SerrUi, from tlie Italian terratof close, compact. 
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What ihoald they dot If on they rueb'd, refmlse M« 

Repeated) and indecent overthrow 

Doubled, would render them yet more despieed. 

And to their foe* a laughter ; for in riew 

Stood rank'd of Seraphim another row, 

In posture to displode their leoond tire 60S 

Of thunder : back defeated to return 

They wotm abhOrr'd. Satan beheld their plight, 

And to his mates' thus in derision call'd : 

O Friends, why come not on these Tictors proiad f 
Ere while they fierce were coming; and when we 
To entertain them fair with open front 011 

And breast (what could we more ?) propounded terms 
Of composition, straight they changed their minds. 
Flew off, and into strange Tagaries fell. 
As they would dance ; yet for a dance they seem'd 
Somewhat extravagant and wild, perhaps 010 

For joy of offer'd peace. But I suppose. 
If our proposals once ag^ain were heard. 
We should compel them to a quick result. 

To whom thus Belial, in like gamesome mood : 0M 
Leader, the terms we sent were terms of weight, 
Of hard contents, and full of fotoe urged home. 
Such as we might peroeiye amused them all. 
And stumbled many } who receives them right. 
Had need from head to foot well understand ; 08S 
Not understood, this gift they hare besides. 
They shew us when our foes walk not upright. 

So they among themselves in pleasant vein. 
Stood scoffing, heighten'd in their thoughts beyond 
All doubt of victory ; Eternal Might 030 

To match with their inventions they presumed 
So easy', and of his tiiunder made a scorn. 
And all his host derided, while they stood 
A while in trouble : but they stood not long ; 
Rage prompted them at length, and found them arms 
Against such hellis)i mischief fit to' oppose 090 

Forthwith (behold the excellence, the pow'r, 
Which Ood hath in his mighty Angels placed I) 
Itieir arms away they threw, and to the hills 
(For earth hath this variety from Heav'n 040 

•90. Belial vnn motitflltcd bv his character to make the anawci 
liere 'tw*. Sr«r VJr«ll, Jf.n. 1. l.\0. 
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Of pleaaare lituate in hill and dal«) 

Light as the lightmn^ gUmpae fhey ran, fh«y flew| 

From their foundation* looa'ning to and fro» 

They pluck'd the wated hills wiUi all their load. 

Rocks, waters, woods, and, by the shaggry tops 6« 

Uplifting, bore them in their hands. Amaxe, 

Be sure, and terror seised the rebel host. 

When coming towards them sa dread they saw 

The bottom of the mountains upward tum'd ; 

Till on those cursed engines triple-row 6M 

They saw them whelm'd, and all their confidence 

Under the weight of mountains buried deep; 

Themselves invaded next, and on their heads 

Main promontories flung, which in the air 654 

Came shadowing, and oppress'd whole leg^iona arm'd. 

Their armour help'd their harm,orush'd in and bmis'd 

Into their substance pent, which wrought them pain 

Implacable, and many a dolcnrous groan 

Long struggling underneath, ere they could wind 

Out of such pris'n, though Spirits of purest light; 60C 

Purest at first, now gross by sinning grown. 

The rest in imitation to like arms 

Betook them, and the neighb'ring hills nptore : 

So hills amid the air encounter'd hills, 

Huii'd to and fro with jaculation dire, 069 

That under gronnd they fought in dismal shade; 

Infernal n<^se I War seem'd a civil game 

To this uproar : horrid confusion heap'd 

Upon confusion rose : and now all Heav'n 

Had gcme to wrack, with ruin overspread, tm 

Had not th' Almighty FaUier, where he sits 

Shrined in his sanctuary of Heav'n seciure. 

Consulting on the sum of things, foreseen 

This tumult, and permitted all, advised: 

That his great purpose he might so fhlfil, 075 

To honour his anointed S<m avenged 

681. It !• hardlv necessarjr to call the reader's attention to the 
admirable moral leMon gflren by the idea in this line. 

M9. It ihonid be obaerred how the horrors thicken as this unt 
or anfek proceeds : no poet ever equalled the terrible sabllmilf 
of these descriptions. Homer we cannot doubl would hiTe done 
so, had he bad Milton's subject and the proplwts' li^t whkb 
revelation nve him, but as it was, be could soar no hirfaer thas 
the Ugnesf point of earth, which though he made tt the veiy 
dirone of sublimity was still but earth. 
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Upon his enemies* and.to declare 

AU pow'r on him transferr'd : whence to his S<m 

Th' Accessor of his throue, he thus began : 

Effldgence of my gh>ry. Son beloved, Md 

Son in whose face invisible is beheld 
Visibly what by Deity I am. 
And in whose hand what by decree I do, 
Second Omnipotence, two days are past. 
Two days, as we compute the da3rs of Heav's, tSfr 
Since Michael and his Pow'rs went forth to tame 
Fhese disobedient. Sore hath been their fight. 
As likeliest was, when two soch foes met arm'd ; 
For to- theouelves I left them, and thou know'st 
Equal in their creation they were formed, 000 

Save what sin hath impair'd, which yet hath 
Insensibly, for I Aispend their doom ; [wrought 

Whence in perpetual fight they needs must last 
Endless, and no solution will be found. 
War wearied hath perform'd what war can do, 005 
And to disorder'd rage let loose the reins. 
With mountains as with weapons arm'd, which makes 
Wild work in Heav'n, and dang'rous to the main. 
Two days are therefore past, the third is thinfe ; 
For thee I have ordainM it, and thus far 700 

Have suffer'd, that the glory may be thine 
Of ending this great war, since none but Thou 
Can end it. Into Thee such virtue' and g^ace 
Immense I have transfused, that all may know 
In Heav'n and Hell thy pow'r above compare ; 705 
And this perverse commotion govem'd thus. 
To manifest thee worthiest to be Heir 
Of all dkings ; to be Heir and to be King 
By sacred unction, thy deserved right. 
Go then, thoa Mightiest in thy Father's might, 710 
Ascend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 
That shake Uear'n's basis, bring forth all my war. 
My bow and thunder ; my almighty arms 
Gird OB, and sword upon thy puissant thigh : 
Pursue these sons of darkness, drive them oat 71S 
From all Heav'n'k bounds into the utter deep ; 
There let them learn, as likes them, to despise 

esi. InvitibUt for, that wUch !• tnvWMe. _ 
710. Bee the original of this tpleiHiid punfe, Ps. mlv.^4> 
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God and Meisiah his anointed King. 

He laid, and on his Son with rays direct 
Shone foU ; he aU his Father foU expressed nb 

Ineffably into hi« face received; 
Apd thus the filial Godhead answ'ring, spake : 

O Father, O Supreme of Heav'nly Thrones, 
Firrt, Highest, Holiest, Best, thou always seefc'st 
To glorify Uiy Son ; I always thee, 719 

As is most just; this I my glory' account. 
My exaltatum, and my whole delight. 
That thou in me well pleased, dedar'st thy will 
FuliiU'd ; which to folfil is aU my bliss. 
Sceptre and pow'r, thy giving, I assume, 73t 

And gladlier shall resiapi, when in the end 
Thou Shalt be AUin AU, and I in thee 
For ever, and in me all whom th6u lov'st : 
But whom thou hat'st, I hate, and can put on. 
Thy terrors, as I put thy milduess on, 735 

Image of thee in all things ; and shall socte, 
Arm'd with thy might, rid Heav'u of these rebelled. 
To their prepared ill mansion driv'n down. 
To chains of darkness, and th' undying worm. 
That from thy Just obedience could revolt, 74t 

Whom to obey is happiness entire. 
Then shall tiiy Saints unmix'd, and from, th' impure 
Far separate, circling thy holy mount. 
Unfeigned Halleli^ahs to thee sing. 
Hymns of high pi^aise : and I among ihem Chief. 740 

So said, he e'er his sceptre bowing, rose 
From the right hand of glory where he sat ; 
And the third sacred mom began to shine, 
Dawning through Heav'n. Forth rush'd "#ilh whiil- 
The chariot of paternal Deity, [wind sound 

Flashing thick flames, wheel within wheel nndrawn. 
Itself instinct with Spirit, but convoy'd 
By four Cherubic shapes : four faces each 
Had wondrous ; as with stars their bodies all 
And wings were set with eyes, with eyes thtf wheels 
Of beryl, and carMring fires between ; 7S6 

... «,.. . ^**' • ^^' ^' ^- •»«* John x^« 
J^^ ^»i!**"J* "PP«^'».'»y making the contest Iwt three divi, •• 
Ulode toche tfmeoccu^ed bv the death and retnrrection af Cbriit 
74». See gzekiel L 4, also In. Ixvl. i*. " ^""* 
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Oner fheir headn a crystal firmament. 
Whereon a sapphire throne, inlai^ with pniv 
Amber, and colours of the show'ry area. 
He in celestial panoply all arm'd 741 

Of radiant Urim, wor^ divinely wrooght. 
Ascended. At his right hand victory 
Bat eagle-wing'd ; beside him hung his bow 
And quiver with three-bolted thunder stored ; 
And from about him fierce effusion roll'd 70S 

Of smoke and bick'rihg flame and sparkles iiit i 
Attended with ten thousand thousand Saints, 
He onward came ; far off his coming shone ; 
And twenty thousand (I their number heard) 
Chariots of God, half on each hand were seen. 779 
He on the -wings of Cherub rode sublime 
On the cryst&lline sky, in sapphire throned. 
Illustrious far and vide, but by his own 
First seen ; them unexpected joy surprised. 
When the great ens^pl of Messiah blazed 775 

Aloft, by Angels borne, his ^gn in Hear'n ; 
Under whose conduct Michael soon reduced 
His army, circumfuHed on either wing, 
Under their Head embody'd all in on«. 
Before him pow'r divine his way prepared: 780 

At his command th' uprooted hills retired 
Each to his place ; they heard his roice, and went 
Obsequious; Heav'n his wonted face renew'd. 
And with fresh flow'rets hill and valley smiled. 
Hiis saw his hapless foes, but stood obdured, 785 
And to rebellious fight rallied their Fow'rs 
Insensate, hope conceiving from despair. 
In Heay'nly Spirits could such perverseness dweUt 
But to convince the proud what signs avail. 
Or wonders m^ve th' obdurate to relent? 78© 

They, harden'd more by what might most reclaim. 
Grieving to see his glory, at the Mght 
Took envy ; and aspiring to his highth. 
Stood re-embatded fierce, by force or fraud 

760. The Urlm and TbammltB formed part of Aaron'a breai* 
plate. The former lit Hebrew means Ugh4, the latter |»«/«*ioii. 

76ft. Pft. xviU. t. 1. 3. for the next line see Jude 14. Ps. IxviU. 
17. Rev vil. 4. 771. Ps. xvltt. 10. 

776. Itls dotmtful whether Milton alluded toanyparticnlar»i|rn 
hw bat SMoredlv, 1 think, not to thecroM, as has been suppoMd. 
M 
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Weening to proaper, and at length ^miBil IN 

Againtt God and Messiah, or to fall 
In univenal ruin last ; and now 
To final battle drew, disdaining flight 
Or faint retreat ; when the great Son of God 
To all his host on either hand thus spake : 8M 

Stand still in bright array, ye Saints ; here stand 
Te Angels arm'd, this day from battle rest : 
Faithfiil hath been your warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearless in his righteous cause ; 
And as ye have receired, so have ye done MS 

Invincibly : but of this cursed crew 
llie punishment to bther hand belongs : 
Vengeance is his, or whose he sole appoints ; 
Number to this day's work is not ordain'd. 
Nor multitude ; stand only and behold 810 

God's indignation on these Gddless ponr'd 
By me ; not you, but me, they have despised. 
Yet envy'd. Against me is aQ their rage. 
Because the Father, t' whom in Heav'n supreme 
Kingdom, and pow'r, and glory appertains, 81ff 

Hath honour'd me according to his will. 
Therefore to me their doom he hath assign'd ; 
lliat they may have their wish, to try with me 
In battle which the stronger proves ; they all, 
Or I alone against them, sinoe by strength %M 

They measure all, of other excellence 
Not emulous, nor care who them excels ; 
Nor other strife with them do I vouchsafe. 
' So spake the Son, and into terror changed 
His count'nance, too severe to be beheld, 835 

And full of wrath bent on his enemies. 
At once the Four spread oat their stany wing) 
With dreadftil shade contiguous, and the orbs 
Of his fierce chariot* roU'd, as with the sound 
Of torrent floods, or of a num'rous host. 890 

He on his impious foes right onward drov«. 
Gloomy as night : under his burning wheels 
The steadfast empyrten shook throuuhont. 
All but the throne itself of G«d. Full soon 
Among them he arrived ; in his right hand 885 

•3S. Otoomw M night, fnm Homer, who so mentiofls ApoUe 
•Bd Hector. 
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Chvsping ten tbouMand thunders, which he eent 

Before him, jnch as in their souls infix'd 

Plagues. They astuuiish'd, all resistance lofft» 

411 courage ; down their idle weapons dropt ; 

O'er shields and helms and helmed heads he rode 

Of Thrones and mighty Seraphim prostrite, 843 

That wish'd the mountains now might be again 

Thrown on them, as a shelter from his ire. 

Nor less on either side tempestuous fell 

His arrows, from the fourfold-visaged Four, 84S 

Distinct with eyes, and from the living wheels 

Distinct alike with multitude of eyes ; 

One Spirit in diem ruled, and ev'ry eye 

Glared lightning, and shot forth pernicious ftre 

Among th' aooarsed, that wither'd all their strength. 

And of their wonted rigour left them drain'd, 851 

Exhausted, spiritless, afflicted, fall'n. 

Yet half his strength he put not forth, but check'd 

His thunder in mid velley ; for he meant 

Not to destroy, but root them out of Heay'n. 896 

The orerthrown he raised, and, as a herd 

Of goati or tim'rous flock,together throng'd. 

Drove them before him thunder-struck, pursued 

With terrors and with furies to the bounds 

And crystal wall of Heav'n ; which opening wide, 

Roll'd inward, and a spacious gap disclosed 861 

Into the wasteful deep. The monstrous sight 

Struck them with horror backward, but far worse 

Urged them behind : headlong themselves they threw 

Down from the verge of Heav'n ; eternal wrath 86fi 

Burnt after them to the bottomloM pit. 

Hell heard th' unsufferable noise ; Hell saw 
Heav'n ruining from Heav'n, and would have fled 
AflUghted ; but strict Fate had cast too deep 
Her dai^ foundations, and too fast had bound. 87f 
Nine days they fell : confounded Chaos roar'd. 
And felt tenfold confusion in their fall 
Through his wild anarchy, so huge a rout 
Incumber'd him with ruin. Hell at last 
Yawning, received them whole, and on them closed : 
■eU, their fit habitation, fraught with fire 87« 

MS. R«f. vl. 16. 839. Job vi. 4. 

•M, JMalaf , firoB the Lsttn nw, to rscb or foil headkmff. 
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Unquenchable, the house of woe and pain. 
Disburdeu'd Hear'n rejoiced, and loon repidr'd 
Her mural breach, returning whence it roll'd. 
Sole Tictor from th' expulsion of his foes, 88i 

Messiah his triumphal chariot tum'd : 
To meet him, all his saints, who silent stood 
Eye-witnesses of his .almighty aicts, 
WUh jubilee advanced ; and as they went. 
Shaded with branching palm, each order briglit, 881 
Sung triumph, and him sung -victorious King, 
Son, Heir, and Lord, to him doftiinion giv^, 
Worthiest to reigpa. He celebrated rode 
Triumphant tiirough m^d Heav'n, into the courts 
And temple of his Mighty Father throned 890 

On high ; who into glory him received ; 
Where now he sits at the right hand of bliss. 
Thus measuring things in Heav'n by thingps on 
Earth, 
At thy request, and that thou may'st beware 
By what is past, to thee I have reveal'd 885 

What might have else to human race been hid ; 
The discord which befel, and war in Hear'n 
Among th' Angelic Fow'rs, and the deep faU, 
Of those too high aspiring, who rebell'd 
With Satan ; he who envies now thy state, 900 

Who now is plotting how he may seduce 
Thee also from obedience, that with him 
Bereaved of happiness thou may'st partake 
His punishment, eternal misery : 
Which would be all his solace and revenge* 98f 
As a despite done against tine Most High, 
Thee once to gain companion of his woe. 
But listen not to his temptations, warn 
Thy weaker ; let it profit thee to' have heai^ 
By terrible example, the reward OM 

Of disobedience, ^rm they might have stoodt 
Yet fell ; remember, and fear to 1 



Me. Rev. It. if. 
IM. J7tiii It ondenlood after envkt-«r, 41 itaAff Aiw 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

Raphael, at the request of Adam, ralatea how and whenlbM 
thia world was first created : that God after the ezpeiling of 8i^ 
tan and his Angels out of Heaveo, declared his pleasure to creat* 
another world and other treatores to dwell' therein; sends his 
Boa with glory and attendance of Ai^ls to perfonn ttie wo^ of 
cfsation in six daya; the Angels celebrate with hjrmaa the far 
fbnnance thereof, and his reascension into Heaven. 

Descend from Heav'n, Urania, by that name ' 
If rig^htly thoa art call'd, whose voice divine 
Following, above th' Olympian hill I soar, 
Above the flight of Pegaa&an wing. 
The meaning, not the name I call ; ibr thou 5 
Nor of the Mases nine, nor on the top 
Of old Olympus dwell'st, but heav'nly bom : 
Before the hills appear* d, or foantain now'd, 
Thoa with eternal Wisdom didst converse, 
Wisdom thy sister, and with her didst play 10 
In presence of th' Almigh^ Father, pleased 
With thy celestial song. Up led by thee 
Into the Heav'n of Heavens I have presamed, 
An earthly gaest, and drawn empyreal air, 
Thy temp ring. With like safety guided down, 15 
Return me to my native element; 
Lest from this fljring steed, unrein' d Jas once 
Bellerophon, thoog^ from a lower clime), 

|. Hlllan hu, lliririikrlvnill Ma [HYCP, ill^'un tlhr niu»1 ■diufribhr 
M\i tji tilaiitlibr lo Mi |Miripn«c, niik'h purM (rf l1«* '' Lu^riitll ni}^ 
lh<tUt\^ iu hf witilam lo CDiEMoy. H^r lot been ^1<•»<^'\^ UhHiv4 Tcif 
hit ffCf|Ueiitp ^»HJ, IU 1LE» tlwuiflit, iffcclc-d dnpUv ^( \wa.\ng la 
ik^ lArikiilbr ;: but iltrre it ■ rJrt'^iMvuitct urdln h h%t imt, I1k>- 
Uti*i,tUtck Ihe HfliHJATif h\M i-{i[ijmrii.UL|iiri4 wkWli ^[>ci hi tu 
i^ttify bim 111 tttit fi^itvt. HLIUm't Ijus^ttatinii, ^IIpiI wldj tb4 
ridi LitllquJE'i iti hki LhtntCp viif ncrriiiflii rrc^ncQlJy r*»ci-U{»bed 
hj Ihe ipwiuld t«nr|7i If ith which Fuunvtldhn crrmil* (i'lT Ef^Ftnplr'f 
but Ims cnutil ■ii^[cnDli>:n>pUlt « liJ^Kln p*noi bti pi Juji-r t> w1t1v>u|. 
|Kuiiiii)i tlhC iroKk rtf imtLire and rfvrV*lk>ri in Jimlft fHimtEftn wiiii 
ttK, ti^rr^l|Htl'>n» at biTth. RKrife nrnny of hli pifut bt'anFit'ul ]tlAii 
4rf mtwd MP wlt]i tltbtv Blluirkjiti^ uiii |tc4n hard I? folli (lie 04- 
rlcB f>r a rt'fltvrlng' rmderj ihal lUr b^lnd nfif r omc tuAltig BJirHt 
at tiK! VantniJ fitrPMP wmltr Witlch Ibr i'ihiL>nviit fif Qml kiavB Sp- 
jUHJirT^l, convprj^biiiKiis Oie cnntfwv (H'Use pwm niorc ctwtlj IbaB 
II (MMild ollicrwtie Im^e done. 

H fraftrWifliL 34, 

|g. B^tUtraahini. ; hfr altidatplEd. Li U *sMt U nirMjut to hfJVCa 
3n the winged bone Pecasiis, and fell In the Alelao Held o^io: 
Cittda. 
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Dumounted, on tii' Aleian field 1 fall 

Brroneoiu, there to wander and forlorn. M 

Half yet remains unsung, but narrower booad 

Witiiin the visible diurnal sphere ; 

Standing on earth, not rapt above the pole. 

More safe I sing with mortal Toice, nnchang^ 

To hoarse or mute, though fall'n on evil days, tf^ 

On evil days diongfa fall'n, and evil tongrnes ; 

In darkness, and with danglers compass'd round 

And solitude ; yet not alone, while thou 

Visit'st my slumbers nightly, or whed mom 

Purples the east : still goTem thou my s(mg, M 

Urania, and fit audience find, though few ; 

But drive tu off the barb'rous dissonance 

Of fiitechus and his revellers, the race 

Of that wild rout that tore the Thracian bard 

In Rhodope, where woods and rocks had ears S5 

To rapture, till the savage clamour drown'd 

Both harp and voice ; nor could the Muse defend 

Her scm. So fail not thou, who thee implores ; 

For thou art heav'nly, she an empty dream. 

Say, Goddess, what ensued when RaphaSl, 40 
The aflkble Arch-Ang^el* had forewam'd 
A^am, by dire example, to beware 
Apostasy, by what befel in Heav'n 
To those apostates, lest the like befal 
In Paradise to Adam or his race, 45 

Charged not to touch the interdicted tree, 
If they transgress, and slight that sole oommand» 
So easily obey'd amid the choice 
Of all tastes else to plea^ their appetite. 
Though wand'ring. He with his consfn-ted Eve flf 
The story heard attentive, and was fiU'd 
With admiration and deep muse, to hear 
Of things so high and strange, things to their tiwoglit 
So unimaginable as hate in Heav'n, 
And war so BMt the peace of God in Uiss iff 



ss. 

IrreUgtow 



SI. Half of the Epiaode, or Raphael** accoual. 
An allatlon to the condition of himcejf in the prailfate sad 
gloui timet of Charlea^the Second, daring which bUnd aai 
aeglectiBd, he lived in an obMure retreat, but pvoteblvtBdaagcr 
•r perMcntion for bit principks. 
as. Otyknu. the Thracian oara waa torn to jp^ecea by the v^ 
flea or Baocaoi^ in Rhodope, a moontain of Tbraoe. 
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With rach confuston : but the evil tooa 

Driy'n back, redounded u a flood on thote 

From whom it sprang, impossible to mix 

Widi blessedness* Whence Adam' soon repeal'd 

The doubts that in his heart arose : and now M 

Led on, yet sinless, with ^eaire to know 

What nearer might cobcem him ; how fhis world 

Of Heav'n and Earth oonspicuoos, first began ; 

When, and whereof created ; for what cause 

What within Eden or without was done 05 

Before his memory, as one whose drouth 

Yet scarce allay'd, still eyes the current stream. 

Whose liquid murmiir heard new thirst excites, 

Proceeded thus to ask his heay'nly guest : 

Great things, and full of wonder in our ears, • 70 
Far diff 'ring from this world, thou hast rereal'd, 
Divine interpreter, hy farour sent 
Down from the empyrton, to forewarn 
Us timely' of what might else hare been our loss. 
Unknown, which human knowledge could not reach : 
For which to th' infinitely Good we owe 76 

Immortal thanks, and his admonishment 
Receive with solemn purpose, to observe 
Immutably his sov'rcign will, the end 
Of what we are. But since thou hast rouchsafed 80 
Gently for our instruction to impart 
Things above earthly thought, which yet concem'd 
Our knowing, as to highest wisdom seem'd, 
Deign to descend now iQwer, and relate 
What may no less perhaps avail us known : 85 

How first began this Heav'n which we behold 
Distant so high, with moving fires adom'd 
Innumerable, and this whicli yields or fills 
All space, the ambient air wide interfused 
Embracing round this florid Earth ; what cause 90 
Moved the Creator in his holy rest 
Through aU eternity so late to build 
In Chaos, and the work begun, how soon 
Absolved, if unforbid thou may'st unlbld 
What we, not to explore the secrets, ask M 

92. A qne«tton often dnce 9»ked. but well «ii«wered by the can- 
feklenidon, that whenever the world had been eretled there wobM 
have been in eternity before iti existence. 
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Of lili ettmal 9m|^re, ba« (he mo^ 

T« magnify bia works» the more we know. 

And the great light of day yet wants to nm 

Much of hit race, though steep ; saspeits« in H«aT% 

Held by thy voice, thy potent TOice, he hears, IM 

And longer will delay to ^ear thee tell 

His generation, and the rising birth 

Of nature from the unapparent deep ; 

Or if the star of er'ning and the moon 

Haste to thy audience, night with her will bring ItS 

Silence, and sleep listening to thee will watch ; 

Or we can bid his absence, till thy song 

End, and disnuas thee ere the morning shine. 

Thus Adam his illustrious gnest besought ; 
And thus the God-like Angel answer'd mild : 119 
This also thy request with caution ask'd 
Obtain ; though to recount almighty works. 
What words or tongue of Seraph can suffice. 
Or heart of man suffice to comprehend f 
Yet what thou canst attain, which best may serve 
To glorify the Maker, and infer IM 

Thee also happier, shall not be withheld 
Thy hearing ; such commission from above 
I have received, to answer thy desire 
Of knowledge within bounds ; beyond abstain IM 
To ask, nor let thine own inventions hope 
Things tiot reveai'd, which th' invisible King, 
Only omniscient, hath suppress'd in niirbt ; 
To none communicable in Earth or Heav'n ; 
Enough is left besides to search and know : lift 

But knowledge is as food, and needs no leas 
Her temp'rance over appetite, to know ' 

In measure what the mind may well contain ; 
Oppresses else with surfeit, and soon turns 
Wisdom to foUy', as nourishment to wind. IM 

Know then, that after Lucifer from Heav*n 
(So call him, brighter once amidst the host 
Of Angels tiian that star the stars among) 
Fell witii his flaming legions tiirough the deep 
Into his place, and the great Son return 'd III 

Victorious with his saints, th' Omnipotent 
Eternal Father from his throne beheld 

l«e. Oea. 1. 9. is^ /«»MMr,soio Scflptara. 
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Tlieir mnltitade, and to his Son thfu tpfke : 

At least our envions foe hath faflM, who thought 
An like himself rebellioiu : by whose aid 14t 

This inaccessible high strength, the seat -^ 

Of Deity supreme, us dispossessed. 
He trusted to haye seized, and into fraud 
Drew many, whom their place knows here no nunre ; 
Tet far the grreater part hove kept, I see, 14i 

Their station ; Hear'n yet popitlous retains 
Number sufficient to possess her realms 
Though wide, and this high temple to frequent 
With ministeries due and solei^n rites : 
But lest hii heart exalt him in the harm IM 

Already done, to have dispeopled Heav'n, 
My damage fondly deem'd, I can repair 
That detriment, if such it be to lose 
Self-lost, and in ^ moment will create 
Another world ; out of one man a race 19f 

Of men innumerable, there to dweU, 
Not here, till by degrees of merit raised, 
They open to themselves at length the way 
Up hither, under long obedience try'd, 
And Earth be changed to Heav'n,and Heav*nto Earth, 
One kingdom, jey and union without end. 101 

Mean while inhabit lax, ye Pow'rs of Heav'n ; 
And thou, my Word, begotten Son, by thee 
Thb I perform ; speak thou and be it done. 
My overshadowing Spirit and might with thee 168 
I send along ; ride forth, and bid the deep 
Within appointed bounds be Heav'n and Earth, 
Boundless the deep, because I am who fill 
Infinitude, nor vacuous the space. 
Though 1 uncircumscribed myself retire • 171 

And put not forth my goodness which is free 
To act or not, necessity and chance 
Approach not me ; and what I will is fate. 

!». Ai Uut. iMletd of at <e«««, is proposed. 
144. Job vtt. 10. 
160. In allMloii probably to the new hesTcn and new esria 
kefore mentioned, and not, as is supposed, to any mere improve- 
ment In man. 

I6t. £«r, free to follow their former anfelic pleasoros aai 
eocupatioBS. It has no relation, as Newton supposes, to spsos 
•r room. 

MS. Lake! «. 
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So apake tb* Almighty, and to what h« ipake. 
His Word, the fiUal Godhead, gave effect. 17f 

Immediate are the acts vf God, more swift 
Than time or motion ; bat to human ears 
jCannot without pToc«M of apeech he told ; 
So told as earthly notion can receire. 
Great triumph and rqoicing was in Heav'n, IM 
When such was heard declared tb* Almighty's wiU. 
Glory they sung to the Most High, good-will 
To future men, and in tiieir dwellings peace : 
Glory to him, whose ji^t aTenging ire 
Had driren out th' ungodly from his sight 185 

And til' Jiabitations of the just : to him 
Glory and praise, whose wisdom had ordain'd 
Good out of eril to create, instead 
Of Spirits malign, a better race to bring 
Into their vacant room, and thence diftase 191 

His good to worlds and ages infinite. 

So sang the Hierarchies : Mean while fhe Son 
On his great expedition now appear'd. 
Girt with omnipotence, with radiance crown'd 
Of majesty divine ; sapience and^re IM 

Immense, and all his Father in him shone. 
About his chariot numberless were pour'd 
Cherub and Seraph, Potentates and Thrones. 
.And Yirtua, winged Spirits, and chariots winged 
From th' armoury of God, where stand of old SM 
Myriads between two brazen mountains lodged 
Against a solemn day, hamess'd at handf 
Celestial equipage : and now came forth 
Spontaneous, for within them Spirit lired. 
Attendant on their Lord : Hear'n open'd wide Mi 
Her ever-during gates, harmonious sound I 
On golden hinges moving, to let forth 
The King of Glory in his pow'rful Word 
And Spirit coming to create new wwlds. 
On heav'nly ground they stood, and from fhe shore 
They view'd the vast immeasurable abyss 111 

Outrageous as a sea, dark, wasteful, wild, 
Vp from the bottom turn'd by furious winds 
And iiurj^^ng. waves, as mountains, to assault 

189. Qod instead of tlU U propo«ed by Dentley. 
un. Zsch. vi. 1. 
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Heam'i height, and with the centre mix the pole.' 
Silence, ye troubled waves, and thoa deep, peace* 
Said then th' omnific Word ; your discord end. 
Nor stay'd, bnt on the wing^ of Cherubim 
Uplifted, in paternal glory rode 
Far into Chaoe^ and the world unborn , tM 

For Chaoa heard his voice : him all his train 
FoUow'd in bright procession, to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then stay'd the fervid wheels, and in his hand 
He took the golden compasses, prepared ' 2SS 

In God's etei^al store, to circumscribe 
This universe, and all created 'things. 
One foot he«eater'd, and the other turA'd 
Round through the vast profundity obscure. 
And said. Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds, S99 
This be thy just circumference, O woiid I 
Thus God the Heav'n created, tiius the Earth, 
Matter nnform'd and void. Darkness profound 
Cover'd th' abyMs ; but on the wat'ry calift 
His brooding wings the Spirit of God outspread, 335 
And vital virtue' inAised and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid mass, but downward purged 
The black tartarcpus cold infernal dregs 
Adverse to life : then founded, then conglobed 
Like things to like, the rest to sev'ral place t40 

Di^Mt^ed, and between spun out the air ; 
And Earth, self-balanced, on her centre hung. 

Let there be light, said God ; and forthwith light 
Ethereal first of things, quintessence pure. 
Sprung from the deep, and from her native east S45 
To journey thfough the aery gloom be^n. 
Sphered in a radiant cloud ; for yet the sun 

9SS. Prov. rUi. n. 

Ttt, It is well observed, thst this book It s raafniflcent psra- 
phnse of the Moaalc account of the cresUon. 

943. Gen. I. 3. I cannoi bat obsenre here that one of the mosl 
sublime, and at the Mme time learned of modern reaMnera, In 
■peaUnf to me on this pasaage of Scripture, remarktd, that the 
woal wav In which it b andentood is not onijr incorrect, but 
Creatly diminishes Its saUimlty. ft is blrbly wrmif , aocordingr to 
Um, tc suppose that llfht was Ant calM hitti beinjr on tbe crea^ 
tioa of this world, for Heaven nad been for ever Ailed with It, and 
6od himself is compared to it ; the expression, eonseqaentli, 
'Let there be llfht,' is to be Interpreted, <Letthe llftat Aow forth, 
let dMre be llfht shlninf from its great or^nsl foootaiB oo the 
coauMOCiaffsfalem.* 
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WlB not : she in a cloudy tabernacle 

Sojouru'd the while. Crod saw the light vas good ; 

And light from darbness by the hemisphere SM 

Divided : light the Day, and darkness Night 

He named. Thus was the first day ey'n and mom : 

Nor past uncelebrated, nor unsung 

By the celestial chpirs, when orient light 

Exhaling first from darkness they, beheld 959 

Birth-day of Ueav'n and Earth ; with joy and shout 

The hollow universal orb they fill'd, 

Andtouch'd their golden harps, and h3^ning praised 

God and his works ; GrecOor him they b-ung, 

Both when first ev'ning was, and when fiiyt mom. 

Again, God said. Let there be firmament 301 

Amid the waters,' and let it divide 
The waters from the waters. ^And God made 
The firmament, expanse of liquid, pure, 
Transparent, elemental air, diffused 285 

In circuit to the uttermosC convex 
Of this great round : partition firm and sure^ 
The waters underneath from those above 
Dividing : for as earth, so he the world 
Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide 379 

Crystalline ocean, and the loud misrule 
Of Cbaos far removed, lest fierce extremes 
Gontig^uous might distemper the whole frame ; 
And Ueav'n he named the Firmament. So ev'n 
And morning chotus sung the second day. V5 

The earth was form'd, but in the womb as yet 
Of waters, embryon immature involved, 
Appear'd not. Over all the face of th* earth 
Main ocean flow'd, not idle, but with warm 
Prolific humour soft'aing all her globe, 880 

Fermented the great mother to conceive. 
Satiate with genial moisture, when God said. 
Be gathered now, ye waters under Ueav'n, 
Into one place, and let dry land appear. 
Immediately the mountains huge appear 388 

Emergent, and their broad bare badu upheare 

35«. Job nxvlii. 4. 7. I miffht multiply references wltiiOBtead 
la this part of Uie poem, but it mint be lefk to the induatry or c«. 
riwity of tiie reader to discover the scriptural alloiiMM wkef* tey 
me so Bvoaerons •« in the present instance. 
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Into th« clouds ; their tops ttKend th« iky t 

So high as heaved the tumM hills, so low 

Down sunk a h(^ow bottom broad and deep» 

Capacious bed of waters : thither they S99 

Hasted wi^ glad precipitance, uproll'd * 

As drops on dust conglobing from the dry ; 

Part rise in crystal wall, or ridge direct. 

For haste : such flight the grreat command iminress'd 

On the swift floods. As armies at the call 995 

Of trumpet (for of armies thou hast hea]*«l) 

Troop to their standard, so the wat'ry tlkfong, 

Wave rolling after wave, where way they found ; 

If steep, with torrent rapture ; if through plain. 

Soft-ebbing : nor withstood them rock or Ull, .tfl 

fiut they, or under ground, or circuit wide 

With serpent error wand'ring, found their way, 

And on the washy oose deep channels wore ; 

Easy, ere God had bid the gnround be dry. 

All bat within those banks, where rivers now 3(^ 

Stream, and perpetual draw their humid train. 

The dry land, Earth, and the gpreat receptacle 

Of congpregated waters ho call'd Seas : 

And saw that it was good, and said. Let th' earth 

l^ut forth the verdant grass, herb yielding seed^ 310 

And ftniit-tree yielding fruit after her kind. 

Whose s^d is in herself umi the earth. 

He scarce had said, when the bare earth, till tbott 

Desert and bare, unsightly, unadom'd. 

Brought forth the tender grrass, whose verdure clad, 

Her universal face with pleasant green ; S18 

Then herb^ of every leaf, that sudden flowVd 

Opening thdr yarious colours, and made gray 

Her bosom smelling sweet : and these scarce blown. 

Forth flourish'd thick the clust'ring vine, forUi crept 

The smelling gourd, upstood the corny reed 321 

Embattled in ber field, 'and th' humble shrub* 

And. bush with frizzled hair implicit. Last 

Rose, as in dance, the stately treeft, and spread 

Their branches, hung with copious fruit, or gfemm*i 

«31. Swelling has bcea raarfetted, and moct protiiMy conrectty 

an. Hair, coma is the tame in Latin, amall leaves, twigt, Mii 

tmplieit. entangled. 

m, (ifemm*dt from gnmmare, to pot kMrtb 
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Th«lr bloMontf: with hifh wood* the hillfl w«re 

crowu'd 99$ 

With tofts the v«n6yi» and each ftmntain side. 
With borders long the lirers : that earth now 
Seent'd like to Hear'n* a seat where Gods might 

dwell, 
Or wander with delight, and loT« to haunt SM 

Her sacred shades. Though God had yet not rain'd 
Upon the earth, and man to till the ground 
None was, hut from the earth a dewy mist 
Went up aM water'd all the gmund, and each 
Plaut of the field, which, ere ft was in th' earth 33ff 
God made, and ev'ry herb^ before it grew 
INi the green stem ; God saw that it was good: 
So ev^n and mom recorded the third day. 

Again the Almighty spake. Let there be Lights 
H%h in th' expanse of Heat en, to diride . Mt 

The day from night : and let them be for signs, 
For seasons, and for days, and circling years ; 
And let them be for lights, as I ordain 
Their office in the firmament of Hear'n, 
To give light oh the earth : and it was so. Stf 

And Cod made two great lights, gpreat for their QM 
To Man ; the gnreater to hare rule by day, 
The less by ni^ht altem ; and made Ae stars 
And set the* in the fimutment of HesVn 
T' illuminate the earth, and jrule the day Hi 

In their vicissitude, and rule the night, 
And light from darkness to divide. God saw. 
Surveying his grefit work, tiiat it wAs good : 
For, of celestial bodies, first tiie son, * 
A mighty sphere, he tiwned, imllghtsoaw firat, 3ffS 
Though of ethereal mould : then form'd the moon 
Globose, and ev'ry magnitude oi stars. 
And sow'd with stars the Hear'n thick as a fteld : 
Of light by far the greater part he took. 
Transplanted from her cloudy shrine, and jdaced.SOt 
III the sun's orb, made porous to receive 
And drink the Uquid light, firm to retain 
Her gather'd beams, great palace now of ligbt. 
Hithtff, as to their fountain, other stars' 
Hepairing, in their golden nrna draw light. Ml 

And hence tke morning planet gilds her homi ; 
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By tinctilre oar reflection they angnrant 
Their smaU peculiar, though for human tight 
So far remote, with diminution seen. 
First in his east the glorious lamp was seen, S?0 
Regent^of day, and all th' horizon round 
Invested with bright rays, jocund ta run 
His longitude through Heav*n's high road. The grey 
Dawn and the Pleiades before him danced, 
Sheddin;^ sweet influence. Less bright the moon. 
But opposite in levell'd west was set 879, 

His mirror, with full face borrowing her light 
From him, for other light she needed none 
In that asp6ct ; and still that distance keepa 
Till night, then in the east her turn she shi&es, SM 
Revolted on Heav'n's great jixle ; and her reign 
With thouaand lesser lights dividual holds, 
With thou»aiii thousand stars, that then appealed 
Spangling the hemisphere. Then first adom'd 
With her bright luminaries that set and rose, 385 
Glad ey'ning and glad mom crown'd the fourth day. 

And God said. Let the waters generate 
Reptile with spawn abundant, living soul : 
And let fowl fly above the earth, with wings 
Display'd on th' open firmament of Heay'n. 800 
And God created the great whales, and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which plenteously 
The waters generated by their kinds. 
And ev'ry bird of wing after his kind ; 
And saw that it was good, and bless'd them, saying. 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the seas, 800 

And lakes, and running streams, the waters fill ; 
And let the fowl be mnltiply'd on th' eafth. 
Forthwith the sounds and seas, each creek and bay 
With fry innumerable swarm, and shoals 400 

Of fish that with their fins and shining scales 
Glide under the green wave, in sculls that oft 
Bank the mid-sea : part single or with mate 
Graze the sea-weed their pasture, and through groves 
Of coral stray or sporting with quick glance, 405 
Shew to the son their waved coats dropt with g^old. 
Or in tiieir pearly shelb at ease, attend 

973. tor Umgltude Bentley reads kis long earetr, 
ilBt, SeuUt, sSmoo word, ilfBlfyinff an sMemblf. 
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Moist nutriment, or under rocks ttxtSit food 

In jointed armour watch. On smooth the seal, 

And bended dtdphins play ; part huge of bulk 414 

Wallowing unwieldy*, enormous in their gait. 

Tempest the ocean : there levihthan, 

Hugest of living creatures, on the deep 

Stretch'd like a promontory, sleeps or swims; 

And seems a moving land, and at his gills 415 

Draws in, and at his tnink spouts out, a sea. 

Meanwhile the tepid eares, said fens, and shores 

Their brood as numerous hatch, from th' egg that soon 

Bursting with kindly rupture fbrth disclosed 

Their callow young, but feather'd soon and fledge 4M 

They summ'd their pens, and soaring th' air sublime. 

With clang despised the ground, under a cloud 

In prospect : there the eagle and the stork 

On cliffii and cedar tops their eyries build : 

Part loosely wing the region, part more wise 4SS 

In common, ranged in figure, wedge their way. 

Intelligent of seasons, and set forth 

Their a€ry caravan high over seas 

Flying, and over lands, with mutual wing. 

Easing their flight ; so steers the prudent crane 430 

Her annual voyage, borne on winds ; the air 

Floats as they pass, fann'd with unnumber'd plumes. 

Prom branch to branch the smaller birds with song 

Solaced the woods, acnd spread their painted wings 

Till ev'n, nor then the solemn nightingale 435 

Ceased warblin^r, but all night tuned her soft lays : 

Others on silver lakes and rivers bathed 

Their downy breast. The swan with arched neck 

Between her white wings mantling proudly, rows 

Her state witli oary feet; yet oft they quit 4M 

The dank, and rising on stiff pennons, tow'r 

The mid aSreal sky : others on ground 

Walk'd firm ; the crested cock, whose clarion sounds 

The silent hount, and th' other whose gay train 

Adorns him, coloured with the flbrid hue 440 



410. Bended, hecixwf. so appearinff when sportln; in the set. 

4SI. Pen$, from the Latin penna, % feather. Aunm^ a term 
w lUoonr;, meaning tiili rrown. 

423. Job xxxix. 27, 28. 

435. Milton's fondneMfor the nighdngaie Is renarkiMy shewn 
la bis repeated alluitions to that bird. 



BOOK YII. m 

Of rainbows and starry* eyes. The waters Hum 
With ilsh repleMish'd, and the air with fowl 
ET'ning: and mom solemnised the filth day. 

The sixth, and of creation last, arose 
With eT'ning harps and matin, when God said, 496 
Let th* earth bring forth sool-liTing in her kind. 
Cattle and creeping thihgs, and beast of th' earth, 
Each in their kind. The earth obey'd ; and straight 
Opening her fertile womb, teem'd at a birth 
Imram'rons liring creatures, perfect forms, 455 

limb'd and full grown. Out of the ground up rose 
As from his lair the wild beast, where he wons 
In forest wild, in thicket, brake, or den ; 
Among the trees in pairs they rose, they walk'd: 
The cattle in the fields and neadows green : 460 
Those rare and solitary, these in flocks, ' 
Past'ring at once, and in broad herds upspmng. 
The grassy dods now calred ; now half appear'd 
The tawny lion, pawing to get free 464 

His hinder parts, thein springs as broke from bonds. 
And rampant shakes his brinded mane : the ounce. 
The libbard, and the tiger, as the mole 
Rising, tiie crumbled earth abore them threw 
In hillocs : tl>^ swift stag from under ground 460 
Bore up his Iftmching head ; scarce from his mould 
Behemoth, biggest bom of earth, upheared 
His yastness ; fleeced the flocks and bleating rose. 
As plants : ambiguous between sea and land 
The riyer-horse and scaly crocodile. 
At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 475 
Insect or worm : those wared their limber fans 
For wings, and smallest lineaments exact 
In all the liveries deok'd of summer's pride. 
With spots of gold and purple', azure and green : 
These as a line their long dimension drew, 4M 

Streaking the ground with sinuous trace ; not all 
Minims of nature ; some of serpent kind. 
Wondrous in length and corpulence, inrolved 
Their snaky folds, and added wings. First crept 

407. The Ubbard, the leopsrd. tbe word li ofcd br SpeMSi 
sad others 

471. The Btktmcth it auppoMd by Bochtrt to be the rhrer* 
hsfss. 483. JTliiiiM, from the Latin Jtfteimo. 

K 
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The puviaMmkm* emmet, prevideat 400 

Of future, in mnall room lai^e heart incloeed^ 
Pattern of ju«t equality pertiape 
Hereafter, join'd in her popular tribes 
Of commonalty : swarming next vpear'd 
The female bee, that feeds her husband drone 4M 
Deliciously, and builds her waxen cells 
With honey stored. The rest are numberiess. 
And thou their natures know'st, and gay'st them 
Needless to thee repeated ; nor unknown [namee 
The serpent, subUest beast of all the field, 40ff 

Of huge extent sometimes, with braxen eyes 
And hairy mane terrific, though to thee 
Not noxious, but obedient at thy call. 

Now Hear'n in all hCT glory shone, and roli'd 
Her motions, as the great first MoTer's hand 5M 
First wheel'd their course ; earth in her rich attire 
Consummate lovely sqtiled ; air, water, earth. 
By fowl, fish, beast, was flown, was swum, was walk'd 
Frequent; and of the Sixth day yet remain 'd; 
There wanted yet the master-work, the end 509 

Of all yet done ; a creature who not prone 
And brute as other creatures, but endued 
With sanctity of rejason, might erect 
His stature, and upright with front serene 
Gorem the rest, self-knowing, and from thence 51i 
Magnanimous to correspond with Heav'n, 
But grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Descends ; thither with heart, and vmce, and eyes 
Directed in devotion, to adore 
And worship God supreme, who made him chief 51S 
Of all his works. Therefore th' Omnipotent 
Btemal Father (for where is not he 
Present t) thus to his Son audibly spake : 

Let us make now Man in our image, Man 
In our similitude, and let them rule 510 

Over the fish and fowl of sea and air. 
Beast of the field, and over all the earth, 
A.nd ev'ry creeping thing that creeps the ground. 
This said, he torm'd thee, Adam, thee, O Man, 
Dust of the ground, and in thy nostrils breathed SU 

49*. ViTfit <te«cribes the terpent ts hadnf a naae. 



BOOK VIL .m 

IRie breath of life : in his own ini«g« hm 

Created thee, in the image of God 

ExpreM ; and thoa becam'st a liyiny aooL 

Male h^ created thee, but thy ooneArt 

Female for r^ce ; then bless'd mankind, and said. 

Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth, 631 

Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold 

Oyer fish of the «ea, and fowl of th' air, 

And ey'ry living thing that moyea on th' earth. 

Whererer thus created, for no place 530 

Is yet distinct by name, thence, as then know'st 

He brought thee into this delicious grove, 

This garden, planted with the trees ci God, 

Delectable both to behold and taste ; 

And freely all their pleasattt fruit for food 540 

Gave thee ; all sorts are here that all th' earth yields. 

Variety without end ; but of the tree. 

Which, tasted, works knowledge of good and evil. 

Thou may'st not ; in the day thou eat'st, thou dy'st ; 

Death is the penalty imposed ; beware, 545 

And govern well thy appetite, lest Sin 

Surprise thee, and her black attendant Death. 

Here finish'd he, And all that he had made 
View'd, and behold all was entirely goad ; 
So even and mom accomplish'd the sixth day : 550 
Yet not till the Creator from his work 
Desisting, though unweary'd. up retnm'd. 
Up to the Heav'n of Heav'ns, his high abode. 
Thence -to behold this new-created world, 
Th' addition of his empire, how it shew'd 555 

la prospect from hi^ throne, how good, how fair, 
Answ'ring his great idea. Up he rode, 
Follow'd with acclamation, and the spond 
83rmphonions of ten thousand harps, that tuned 
Angelic harmonies. The eardi, the air 5M 

Kesiiunded (thou remember'st, for thou heard'st) ; 
The Heav'ns, and all the constellations rung ; 
The planets in their station list'ning stood, • 
While the bright pomp ascended jubilant. 



86a. The word ttatl<m te a Mlentlfle term, and dgiMm Ok 
fisce of a planet when It appean at rest in iti Ofbit. 
IS 
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Opeiif ye ertnUndng gates, they vxagi Mi 

Open, ye Hear'ns, your liring doors : let in 

The great Chreato^ from his work retam'd 

Magnificent, his six days' work, a world ; 

Open, and heneefordi oft ; for God win .deign 

To Tisit oft the dwellings of jnst nten S79 

Delighted, and with frequent intercoorse 

Thither will send his winged messengers 

On errands oi snpemal grrace. So song 

The glorious train ascending. He throngk HeaT'ttt 

That epen'd wide her hlazing portals, led STt 

To God's eternal house direct the way : 

A broad and a^ple road, whose dust Is gold. 

And parement stars, as stars to thee appear. 

Seen in the galaxy, tha^aiilky way. 

Which nighdy as a circling aone thou seest 8M 

Powder'd with stars. And now on eartii the seTentn 

Ev'ning arose in Eden, for the sun 

Was set, and twilight from the east came on. 

Forerunning night ; when nX the holy mount 

Of Heay'n's high-seated top, th' imperial thnma Mi 

Of Godhead, fix'd for ever firm and sure, 

The Filial Pow'r arrived, and sat him down 

With his great Father (for he also went 

Inrisible) yet stay'd (such priyilege 

Hath Omnipresence) and the work ordained Mt 

Author and End of aH things, and from work 

Now resting, bless'd and hallow*d the sev'nth day, 

As resting on that day Arom all his work. 

But not in silence holy kept: the harp v 

Had work and rested hot, the solemn pipe, AM 

And dulcimer, aU organs of sweet stop. 

All sounds on fivt by string or golden wire, 

Temper'd soft tunings, intermix'd with Toioe 

Choral or unison : of incense clouds 

Fuming from golden censers hid the mount. 6M 

Creation and the six days' acts they sung : 

Great are thy works, Jehotahl infinite 

M5. Pm. xxIv. 7. which wm tnnr when the ark wtt carried iais 
t the wnctuary c>f the temple on Mount Sioq. 
' SSI. There in a similar ezpreaaion In Chaucer. 

M7. The divteloni on the tlnger buard of a vtoUa are 
fnu, S0» Rev. vlU.a,«. 
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Thy pow'r! What thought can measure thee, or 

tongue 
Relate thee ! Greater now in thy return 
Than from the giant Angels ! thee that day 009 

Thy thunders magnify'd I but to create. 
Is greater than created to destroy. 
Who can impair thee, mighty King» or bound 
Thy empire ! Easily the proud attempt 
Of Spirits apostate and their counsels vain Olt 

Thou hast repell'd, while impiously they thought 
Thee to diminish, and from thee withdraw 
The number of thy worshippers. Who seeks 
To lessen thee, against his purpose serves 
To manifest the more thy might : his evil 616 

Thou usest, and from thence creat'st more good. 
Witness this new-made world, another Heav'n 
From HeaT'n-gate not far, founded in view 
On the clear Hyaline, the glassy sea : 
Of amplitude almost immense, with stars OM 

Num'roos, and ev'ry star perhaps a world 
Of destined habitation ; but thou kno'w'st 
Their seasons : among these the seat of Men, 
Earth with Jker nether ocean circumfused, (KM 

Their pleasant dwelling-place. Thrice happy Men, 
And sons of Men, whom God hath thus advanced, 
Created in his image, there to dwell 
And worship him, and in reward to rule 
Over his works, on earth, in sea, or air. 
And multiply a race of worshippers 080 

Holy and just I thrice happy if they know 
Their happiness, and persevere upright I 
So sung they, and the empyrean rung 
With Halleluiahs. Thus was Sabbath kept 
And thy request think now ftdfilVd, that ask'd 035 
How first this world and face of things began. 
And what hefon thy memory was done 
From the beginning, that posterity 
Inform'd by thee might know ; if else thoa seeik'tt 
Aught, not surpassing human measure, say. 040 



MS. Oioia, not la sllwlon to thdr stttare It ist 
lo their pride sad flercencH. ^ ^. . 

634. mker, to dittioriikh ^ fkom the wateff sbOTS the flra» 



BOOK YIII. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

AduB imrafrM concerning celetti&l motions; te doobtfulty t»- 
rwered, sod exhorted to seurch rather thio^ more worthy ol 
lUMnrledfe: Adam taaents : and, Mill dedroiu to detain Raphael, 
relatea to him what he reniembercd since his own creation, his 
Dladnr in Paradise, his talk with God concerning solitude and 
it sodrty. his firs) meeting and nuptials with Eve, his discourse 
with the Angel thereupon ; wtio, after admouitions repeated, de> 
parts. 

Tbk Ang^l ended, and in Adam's ear 
So charming left hia voice, that he awhile 
Thought him still spealung, still stood fix'd to hear ; 
Then, as new waked, thus gratefully reply'd : 

What thanks sufficient, or what recompense 5 
Equal have I to render thee, divine 
Historian, who thus largely hast allay'd 
The thirst 1 had ot knowledge, and vouohsafed 
This friendly condescension to relate 
Tilings else by me unsearchable, now heard 19 

With wonder, but delight, and, as is due^ 
With glory attribiited to the High 
Creator? Something yet of doubt' remains. 
Which only thy solution can reserve. 
When I behold this goodly frame, this world, 15 
Of Heav'n and Earth consisting, and compute 
Their magnitudes ; this earth, a spot, a grain. 
An atom, with the firmament compared 
And all her number 'd stars, that seem to loQ 
Spaces incomprehensible (for such M 

Their distance argues, and their swift return 
Diurnal) merely to officiate light 
Round this opacous earth, this punctual spot* 
One day and night, in all their vast surrey 

tS. AUusioii Is made in the following part of the dlscowie be 
«weea Raphael and Adam, to tiie two most celebrated systems or 
astronomv. those of Ptolemy and CopemicHst the differeDce ta 



astronomy, those of Ptolemy and CopemicHst the i 
which was, that the former made the earth, the latter tht wmt, 
the centre of the oniverBe. Adam speaks in allusioB to tM 
Ptolemaic sniem, and the Anrel answers by detaiUnr ths vmm 
explanations formerly given or the diSculttes allefeo. 
l9,N%mbtv*d, Pa. cxlvtt. 4. 
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ITseleM besides; reasoning I oft admire M 

How Nature, wise and frugal, could commit 
Such disproportions, with, sc^erfluous band 
So many nobler bodies to create, 
Greater, so manifold to this one uie. 
For aught appears, and on their orbs impoM It 

Such restless revolution, day by day 
Repeated, while the sedentary earth. 
That better might with far less compass more. 
Served by more noble than herself, attains 
Her^end without least motion, and receives M 

As tribute, SUch a sumless journey brought 
Of incorporeal speed, her warmth and light ; 
Speed, to describe whose swiftness number fails. 

So spake our sire, and by his count'nance seem'd 
Ent'ring on studious thoughts abstruse ; which Eye 
Perceiving where she sat retired in signt, 41 

With lowliness migestic from her seat. 
And g^ce that won who saw to wish her stay. 
Rose, and went forth among her fruits and flow*!*, 
To visit how they prosper'd, bud and bloom, 49 

Her nursery : they at her coming sprung. 
And, touch 'd by her fair tendence, gladlier grew. 
Yet went she not, as not with such discourse 
Delighted, or not capable her ear 
Of what was high : such pleasure she reserved, SO 
Adam relating, she sole auditress ; 
Her husband, the relator, she preferr'd 
Before the Angel, and of him to ask 
Chose rather. He, she knew, would intermix 
Grateful digressions, and solve high dispute 55 

With conjugal caresses ; from his lip 
Not wurdH alone pleased her. O when meet now 
Such pairs, in love and mutual honour join 'd I 
With Goddess-like demeanour forth she went. 
Not unattended, for on her, as queen, 80 

A pomp of winning graces waited still. 
And from about hor shot darts of desire 
Into all eyes to wish her still in sight. 
And Raphael, now to Adam's doubt propoaed* 
Benevolent and facile, thus reply'd: if 

To ask or search I blame thee not ; for Hear'h 
Is M the book <^ God before thee aet» 



m PARADISB LOST. 

Wherein to r—A his wondroiu workt, and leant 

Hii Maflons, hours, or days, or months, or years. 

This to attain^ whether Hear'n more or Earth, 7t 

Inports not, if thou reckon right : the rest 

Frmn Man or Angel the Great Architect 

Did wisely to conceid, and not dimlge 

His secrets, to be scann'd by them who a^^ht 

Rather admire : or if they list t(» try 7S 

Conjecture, he \n» fabric of the Heat 'ns 

Hath left to their disputes, perhaps to more 

His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 

Hereafter, when they come to model HeaVn 

And calculate the stars, how they Mrill wield M 

The mighty frame, ho\r build, unbuild, contrire 

To saTe appearances, how gird the sphere 

With centric and eccentric scribbled o'er. 

Cycle and epicycle, oth in orb. 

Already by thy readoning this I guess, M 

Who art to lead thy offspring, and supposest 

That bodies bright and greater should not serre 

Hie less not bright, nor Hear'n such journeys nm. 

Earth sitting still, when she alone receires 

The benefit. Consider first, that great M 

Or bright infers not excellence : the earth. 

Though, in comparison of Hcav'n, so small. 

Nor glist'ring, may of solid good contain 

More plenty than the sim that barren shines. 

Whose virtue on itself works no effect, 9f 

But in the fruitful earth ; there first received 

His beams, uuactive else, their Tigour find. 

Tet not to earth are those bright luminaries 

Officious, but to thee earth's habitant. 

And for the Heav'n's wide circuit, let it speak lOO 

The Maker's high magnificence, who built 

So spacious, and his line stretch'd out so fiur. 

That man may know he dwells not in his own: 

An edifice too large for him to fill. 

Lodged in a small partition, and the rest MS 

•0. Calemlmief tc obwrve adentlflcslly. 

M. Cralrir, or conceutric, are spkeres whose csntrs it Oh. MBS 

with thst of the euOu—Beeentric sre the contrary.— Cycle Is a 

cfarcle, and BnievHe a drcle apon s circle. They sre terms la- 

vsated by the Ptoleai^ci, and sMsd In ezplsiitfnf their systsM. 
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Ordain'd for vat* to his Lord )>6st known. 

The swiftness of those circles attribute. 

Though nnmberiess, to his omnipotenoft, 

That to corporeal substances coiild add MO 

Speed almost spiritual. Me thou think'st not sloWf 

Who since the mominy^hour set out fwm Heav'n, 

Where God resides, and ere mid-day arrived 

In Eden, distance inexpressible 

By numbers that hare name. But this I itrge. 

Admitting motion in the Heav'ni| to shew IIS 

InvaHd that which thee to doubt it mored ; 

Not that I so affirm, though so it seem 

To thee who hast thy dwelling here on earth. 

God, to remoye his wa^l^ from human sense, 

Placed Hear'n from Earth so far, that earthly sight, 

If it presume, might err in things too higl^, 191 

Aad no advantage gain. What if the sun 

B« centre to the world, and other stars, 

By his attractire virtue and their own 

Incited, dance about him various rounds ? 1S5 

Their wand'ring course now high, now low, then hid. 

Progressive, retrograde, or standing still. 

In six thou seest, and what if sev'nih to these 

The planet earth, so steadfast though she seem. 

Insensibly three different motions move ? 130 

Which elstfto sev'ral spheres thou must ascribe. 

Moved contrary with thwart obliquities. 

Or save the sun his labour, and that swift 

Noctumid and diurnal Tliomb, supposed. 

Invisible else above all stars, the wheel 135 

Of day and night ; which needs not thy belief. 

If earth industrious tt herself fetch day 

Travelling east, and with her part averse 

From the sun's beam meet nightt her other part 

Still luminous by lib r»y. What if that light, 140 

Sent from her through the wide transpicuous air. 

To the terrestrial moon, be as a star 

Enlightening her by day, as she by night 

This earth t redprooal. If land be there. 

Fields and inhabitants. Her spots thoa seest 14S 

Its. The CoperoleaD ^iteai to now mentioned. 
IM. /hiiriMl tAmJ^ eipWaed to the nest Has, SB, the «lM« 
■fdvraiiinlgM 



IM PARAmnt LOST. 

jLi dosds, and douds may rain, and rain pvodttM 
P^its in her loften'd wil, for some to ei^ 
Allotted there ; and other rant perhaps 
VfiLh their attibdant moons thou wilt descry. 
Communicating: male and female light, IM 

Which two gaikat sex*s animate tiie world. 
Stored in each orh perhaps with some that lire. 
For such rast room in nature unpossess'd 
By liriny soul, desert and desolate, 
Only to shine, yet vcarce to contrib6te IM 

Each ort> a glimpse d light, cOnrey'd sq far 
Down to this habitable, which returns 
light back to them, is obvious to dispute- 
But whether thus these thinga, or whether not; -' 
Whether the sim ]nredominant in Hear'n 100 

Rise on the earth, or earth rise on the sun. 
He from the east his flaming road begin. 
Or she from west^ter silent course advance 
With inoffensive pace that spinning sleeps 
On her soft axle, while she paces even, 185 

And bears thee soft with the smootii air along. 
Solicit not thy thoughts with matters hid ; 
Leave them to God above ; him serve and fear I 
Of other creatures, as him pleases best. 
Wherever placed, let him dispose : joy thou 170 

In what he gives to thee, this Paradise 
And thy fair Eve. Heav'n is for thee too high 
To know what pMses there. Be lowly wise : 
Think only wlmt concerns tliee and thy being ; 
Dream not of other worlds, what creatures there 171 
Live, in what state, condition^ or degree. 
Contented that thus far hath hmot reveal'd 
Not of Earth only, but (^ highest Ueav'n. 

To whom thus Adam, clear'd of doubt, reply 'd : 
How fully hast thou satisfy'd me, pttre 180 

Intelligence of Heav'n, Angel serene. 
And freed from intricacies, taught to live, 
The easiest way ; nor with perplexing thoughts 
To interrupt the sweet of life, from which 

150. The cnnoeii In this line is very old, the sun being said la 
coDimunicate male, the moon feroale li^ht. 

IS8. NovfJit, orliket is propoited insteul of Ugkt in this rene, 
but the reasons alleged sre - • . . - ^ ...- 



I are hardly suflkient to authorixe tiie 
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God hath bid dwell far off idl anxious cares, IM 
And not molest as, unless we ourselves 
Seek them with wand'rmgr thoughts, and notions 
But apt the mind or fancy is to rove [yfcln 

Uncheck'd, and of her roving is no end ; 
Till wam'd, or by experieAce ttnght, the learn, 190 
That not to know at large of things remote 
From use, obscure and subtle, but to knoW 
That which before us lies in daily life, 
Is the prime wisdom ; what is more is fume. 
Or emptiness, or fond im|)ertinence, lOA 

And renders us in thingfs that most concern ■ 
Unpractised, unprepared, and still to seek. 
Thereforf from this high pitch let us descend 
A lower fli^t, and speak of things at hand 
Usefcil, whence haply mention may arise *0# 

Of something not unseasonable to ask 
By suflTrance, and thy wonted faveur deigrn'd. 
Iliee I have heard relating what was done 
Ere nny remembrance : now hear me relate 
My story, which perhaps thou hast not heard ; 1W5 
And day is yet not spent ; till then thou seest 
How subtly to detain thee I devise. 
Inviting thee to hear while I relate. 
Pond, were it not in hope of thy reply : 
For while I sit with thee, I seem in Heav'n ; Mt 
And sweeter thy discourse is to my efur 
Than fruits of palm-tree i^easantest to thirst 
And hanger both, from Irf^onr, at the iMnir 
Of sweet repast : they satiate and soon fill. 
Though pleasant, but thy words, with grace dMne 
Iwbiied, bring to their sweetness no satiety. 310 

To whom thus Raphael answei^d beav'nly meek : 
Kor are thy l^s ungraceful. Sire of men, 
Kor tongue ineloqtteBt ; for God on the^ . 
Abundantly his gifts hath also poured 8SW 

Inward and outward both, his imag^e fair : 
Speaking or mute, all comeliness and grace 

304. Tb«e are few p«Muret In the poena which will be read 
with more pi easing senaatidcs, than tiie relatioD Adam giret of 
hit (irat nenKirinns on hit becoming ronsdou* of exitteace. The 
tame idt:a of describinfir a human being wakeoinf into Ufe In the 
fall maturity of liia powen, has been nade the sal^t of a bcM»> 
tiTuI titt^ |»ece In Bnibn. 
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Attends thee, and eaclM^ord, each motion tormM t 

Nor leu think we in HeaT'u of thee on BartL 

Than of our fellow-eerraat, and inqoire XM 

Gladly inA the ways of God with Man: 

For God, we see, hath honoor'd thee, and set 

Ou If an his e^oal love : %ay therefore on ; 

For I tbat day was absent, as befel. 

Bound on a T03rage uncouth and obscure, S30 

Far on excursion tow'rd the gates of HeU ; 

Squared in full lefina (such command we had) 

To see that none thence issued forth a spy. 

Or enemy, while God was in his work. 

Lest he, incensed at such eruption b<dd, SIS 

Destruction with creation idl^ht hare mix^ 

Not that they durst without his leave atteupC, 

But us he sends upon his high behests 

For state, as Sov'reign King,«nd to inure 

Our prompt obedience. Fast we found, fut shut 

The dismil gates, and barricado'd strong ; Ml 

But long ere our approaching, heard within 

Noise, other than the sound of dance or song ; 

Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage. 

Glad we retum'd up to the coasts of light M5 

Ere Sabbath ev'ning : so we had in charge. 

But thy relation now ; for I attend, 

Pleased with thy w<Mrds, no less than thou^ith mine. 

So spake the God-like Fow'r, and thus our sife : 
For Man to tell how human life began SM 

Is hard ; for who himself beginning knewt 
Desire with thee still longer to co&Terqe 
Induced me. As new waked from soundest sleep, 
SoH on the flowery herb I fouad me laid 
In balmy sweat, which with his beams the sun 259 
Soon dry'd, and cm the reeking moisture fed. 
Stndght toward Heav'n my woadfkring eyes I tnm'd. 
And gazed a while the ample sky, till raised 
By quick instinctive motion, up I sprung. 
As thitherward endeav'ting, and upright 9M 

Stood on my feet. About me round I saw 
Hill, dale, and shady jsroods, and sunny plains, 

m. So the ihcfl addrewes John, Rev. xxli. 0. 
239 The >b<eDce of Raphael waa invented to give Adasa a M 
reaMD for hb nairadve. 340. VirfU, £n. vL SST. 
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And liquid lapse of murm'ring •treams : by tliMe, 
Creaticrttsthat lived, and moved, and walk'd,or flewi 
Birds on the branches warbling: ail things 8^riled; 
With fragrance and with joy my heart t'erflow'd. 
Myself I then perused, and limb by limb 
Surrey'd, and sometimes went, and sometimes ran 
With supple joints, as lively vigour led : 
But who I was, or where, or from what cause, 27C 
Knew not. To speak I try'd, and forthwith spake ; 
My tongue obey'd, and readily could name 
Whate'br i saw. Thou Sun, said I, fair light. 
And thou enlighten'd Earth, so freSh and gay ; 
Ye Hills and Dales, ye Rivers, Woods, and Plains, 
And ye that live and move, fair Creatures, tell, f^9 
Tell if ye saw, how came I thus 1 how here ? 
Not of myself : by some great Maker then. 
In goodness and in pow'r pre-eminent I 
Tell me, how may 1 know him, how adore, ■ 280 
From whom 1 have that thus I move and live, 
And feel that 1 am happier than I know. 
While thus I c^I'd, and stray'd I knew not whither, 
From where I first drew air, and first beheld 
This happy light, when answer none return 'd, S85 
On a gpreen shady bank profase of flow'rs, 
Pensive I sat me down ; there gentle sleep 
First found me, and with soft oppression seized 
My droused sense, untroubled, though I thought 
I then was passing to my former state 29Q 

Insensible, and forthwith to dissolve : 
When suddenly stood at my head a dream, 
Whose inward apparition gently moved 
My fancy to believe 1 yet had being, 294 

And lived. One came, methougbt, of shape divine. 
And said, Thy mansion Wants thee Adam ; rise. 
First man, of men innumerable ordain'd 
First Father ; call'd by thee, I come thy guide 

S06. WUh/ragrmmee, with a J07 like that of nature in spring 
time* 

S73. There is no contradiction ixitwcen thiv line and line 3SS, 
dec as Warburton asscrtk.- Adam was abl« to name things frenerally, 
Om is, according to tiieir several kinds of bein?, as soon as hs 
behekl them, but it was bf a nrnre immediate iospiratlon. Milton 
ftitimates, that b« «as laufht to ?ive names to the several sfwclss 
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To the grarden of blias, thy aeat prepured. 

So saying, by the hand he took me raiMd» IN 

And over fields and waters, as in air 

Smooth sliding without step, last led me «p 

A woody mountain, whose high top was plain ; 

A circuit wide, inclosed, with goodliest trees 8t4 

Planted, with walks and bow'rs, that what I saw 

Of earth before scarce pleasant seem'd. Each tree 

Loadeu with fairest fruit, that hung to th' eye 

Tempting, stirr'd in me sudden appetite 

To pluck and eat; whereat I waked, and found 

Before mine eyes all real, as the dream 31t 

Had lively shadow'd. Here had new b^^^nn 

If y wand'ring, had not he who was my g^uide 

Up hither, from among the trees appear'd, 

Presence divine. Rejoicing, but with awe, 

In adoration at his feet 1 fell SIS 

Sul^giiss : he rear'd me', and Whom thou sought'st 

Said mildly ; Author of all this thou seest [I am, 

Above, or round about thee, or beneath. 

This Paradise 1 gire thee : count it thine . 

To till and keep, and of the fruit to eat. 320 

Of every tree that in the garden grows 

Eat freely with glad heart ; fear here no dearth ; 

But of the tree whose operation brings 

Knowledge of good and ill, which I have set 

The pledge of thy obedience and thy faith, 3S5 

Avid the garden, by the tree of life, 

Remembftr what I wann fKg|.; St|y» ^g »«.f^ 

/uid shun the bitter yonset Diflnf^** ? <«*• ^IP"*" 

Ifefijiax thou eat'8t thexgflfii Tn¥ jnln.nninTnind 

Transgress'd. inpyitahly fhn.. «halt A\^r 330 

rrom that day mortal, and this happy state 

Shalt lose ; expell'd from hence into a woiid 

Of woe and sorrow. Sternly he pronounced 

The rigid interdiction, which resounds 

Yet dreadful in mine ear, though in my choice 835 

aoo. G«n. Hi. 1$. It U rappoMd by s grest number of commea 
Mori that Adsm was not fonned In Pandiie, bst In aoroe ochau 
fart of the earth, without the InckMure of the ncrod garden, Int* 
•hlch he was carried by Ood after his creation. 

?ae. To title to cultivate in any way which the nature of a 

eoaatry, or it* production*, may require. 

3S0.Gen. i. 17. 
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Not to incur; but aoon. his clear aspect 
Retum'd, and gracious purpose thus renew'd : 

Mot only these fair bounds, but all the earth 
To thee and to thy race I gire : as lords 
Possess it, and all things that therein live, MO 

Or live in sea, or air ; beast, fish, and fowl. 
In sign whereof each bird and beast behold 
After their kinds : I bring them to receive 
From thee their names, add pay thee fbalty 
With low subjection. Understand the same 34ff 
Of fish within their wat'ry residence. 
Not hither summon'd, since they cannot change 
Their element to draw the thinner air. 
As thus he spake, each bird and beast behold 
Approaching two and two ; these cow'nng low 890 
With blandishment, each bird stoop'd on lus wing. 
I named them as they pass'd, and understood 
Their nature ; with such knowledge God indued 
My sudden apprehension : but in these 
I found not what methought I wanted still , S55 

And to the hear'nly Vision thus presumed : 

O by what name, for thou above all tiiese, 
Above mankind, or aught than mankind higher, 
Surpassest far my naming, how may I 
Adore thee, Author of this universe, 860 

And all this good to Jfuai t for whose well being 
So amply, and with hands so liberal 
Thou hast provided all things ! but with me 
I see not who partakes. In solitude 
What happiness Y Who can e^joy alone, SOS 

Or all enjoying, what contentment find t 
Thus I presumptuous ; and the Vision bright. 
As with a smile more brighten'd, thus reply'd : 

What call'st thou solitude ? Is not the earth 
With various living creatures, and the air 870 

Rei^lenish'd 1 and all these at thy command 
To come and play before thee Y Know'st thou not 
Their language and their ways? They also know, 
And reason not contemptibly. With these 
Find pastin^e, and bear rule ; thy realm is large. 
8o spake the Universal Lord, and seem'd 379 

8o ordering. I. with leave of speech implored, 
MS. Oen. M. 19, M. 
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\nd humUe deprecstiofn, thus repiyd: 

Let not my words offend thee, Heav'nly Pow*r t 
My Maker, b# propitioiu while I spetkl 810 

Hast thoa not made me here ti&y snbetitiite. 
And these inferior fur beneatik me set f 
Among unequali what society 
Can aortf what harmony or tme delight t 
Which most be mntaal, in pr opor ti on doe 810 

Giv'n and receired; but in disparity. 
The one intense, the other stiU remise 
Cannot well suit witii ei^er, bat soon prore 
Tedious alike : Of fellowship I speak 
Such as I seek, fit to participate HO 

An rational deUght, wherein the bmte 
Cannot be human consort : tiiey Y^foicft 
Bach wi<k their kind ; lion witii lioness; 
So fitly them in pairs thon hast combined ; 
Much less can bird with beast, or fish witfi fbwl 309 
So well conrerse ; nor with the ox tiie ape : 
Worse then can man with beast, and least of all. 
Whereto th' Almighty answer'd not displeased: 
A nice and subtle happiness I see 
Thou to thyself proposest in the choice 4M 

or thy associates, Adam, and wilt taste 
No pleasure, though in pleasure, solitary. 
What think'st thoa then of me, and this my state f 
Seem I to thee suQciently possess'd 
Of happiness, or not, who am alone 405 

Trom all eteraity Y for none I know 
Second to me, or like, equal much less. 
How have I Uien with whom to hold conrerse 
SaTe with tiie creatures which I made f and those 
To me inferior I infinite descents 4lf 

Beneath what other creatures are to thee. 
He ceased; I lowly answer'd: To attain 
The height and depth of thy eternal ways. 
All human thoughts come short. Supreme ci things t 
Thou in thyself art perfect, and in thee 4l0 

Is no deficience found. Not so is Man, 
But in degree ; the cause of his desire 
By conversation with his like to help, ' 
Or solace his defects. No need that thim 
41S. K«B. Ik at. 
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Shonld'it propagate, already iBfinite, 420 

And throogh all numbers absolute} Uioagh (»e i 

But Man by number is to manifest 

His single imperfection, and beget 

Like of his like, his image multiply 'd 

In unity defectiTe, which requires 4M 

Collafral lore, and dearest amity. 

Thou in thy secrecy, although alone. 

Best with thyself accompany'd, seek'st not 

Social communication ; yet so pleased. 

Canst raise thy creature to what height thou wilt 430 

Of union or communion, deify'd : 

I by conrersing cannot these erect 

From prone, nor in their wa3^ complacence find. 

Thus 1 embolden'd spake, and freedom used 

Permissire, and acceptance fisund ; which f ain'd 439 

This answer from the gnradous voice divine : 

Thus far to try thee, Adam, I was pleased ; 
And find thee knowing not of beasts alone. 
Which thou hast rightly named, but of thyself; 
Expressing well the spirit within thee free, 440 
My image not imparted to the brute. 
Whose fellowship therefore unmeet for thee^ 
Good reason was thou freely should'st dislike : 
And be so minded still. I, ere thou spak'st, 
Knew it not good for Man to be alone ; 445 

And no such company as then thou saw'st 
Intended thee ; for trial only brought. 
To see how thou could st judge of fit and meet. 
What next I bring shall please thee, be assured ; 
Thy likeness, thy fit help, thy other self, 450 

Thy wish exactly to thy heart's desire. 

He ended, or I heard no more, for now 
My earthly by his heav'niy overpower'd, 
Wliich it had long stood under, strain'd to th' highdi 
In that celestial colloquy sublime, 455 

As with an object that excels the sense 
Daszled and spent, sunk down, and sought repair 
Of sleep, which instantly fell on mo, call'd 
By nature as in aid, and closed mine eyes. 
Mine eyes be closed, but open left the cell 400 

4SI. And throurk, 6k. perfect, conpU^ In all Its psr^ 
4M. A besottfal Ides to expren the otuw of Adam*e «kep Steep. 
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Of fancy, my internal night ; by whidi 

Abstract, as in a trance, methooght I saw. 

Though sleeping, where I lay, and saw tlM i 

Still glorious before whom awaka I stood; 

Who, stooping, open'd my left side, and took 40S 

Prom thence a rib, with cordial si^ts warm, 

And life-blood streaming fresh ; wide was the wound ; 

But suddenly with flesh fill'd up, and heal'd. 

The rib he form'd and ffiihion'd with his hands: 

Under his forming hands a creature grew, 470 

Manlike, bat different sex ; so tovely fe^r. 

That what seem'd fair in all the world, seem'd now 

Mean, or in her somm'd up, in her contain'd» 

And in her looks ; which from thi^ time infiised 

Sweetness into my heart, unfelt before ; 475 

And into aU things from her air inspired 

The spirit of lore and amoroiu delight. 

She disappear'd, and left me dark. I waked 

To find her, or for oTer to deplore 

Her loss, and other pleasures all algure : 48t 

When, out of hope, beh<dd her, not fve off. 

Such as I saw her in my dream, adom'd 

With what all Earth or Hearen could bestow 

To make her amiable t On she came, 

Led by her Hear'nty Maker, though unseen 485 

And g^ded by his voice ; nor uninform'd 

Of nuptial sanctity and marriage ritef . 

Grace was in all her steps t Hear'n in her eye I 

In er'ry gesture dignity and lovel 

I OTeijoy'd, could not forbear aloud : 49t 

This turn hath made amends i Thou hast fulfilVd 
Thy words. Creator bounteous and benign, 
Girer of all things fur, but fairest this 
Of all thy gifts, nor enviestl I now see 
Bone of my bone, flesh of my flesh, myself 405 
Before me 1 Woman is her name ; of Man 
Extracted. For this cause he shall forego 
Father and mother, and to' his wife adhere : 
And they shall be one fleali, one heart, one soul. 

She heard me thus ; and tho' diTinely brought} 500 

4«3. AUtraet; thtt ia, Oe cplriC was to M!|Murated from Che 
body that it did not Me things m before with iti mstertpl organs 
ofTttion. 

48S.Ocn.li.SS. 4»t.Gcn.xziii.M. 
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Yet iimooenoe and rirgiu modesty. 

Her Tirtoe, and the comicience of ber worth, 

That -would be woo'd, and not onsooght be won* 

Not pbvioiu, not obtmnve, bat retired. 

The more desirable ; or to tay all, Mf 

Nature herself, thongh pure of sinful thought. 

Wrought in her so, that seeing me, she turu'd. 

I fbUow'd her: she what was honour knew, 

And with obsequious mtgesty approred 

My pleaded reason. To the nuptial bower 510 

I led her, blushing like the mom. Ail Uear'a, 

And happy constellations on that hour 

Shed their selectest influence ! The earth 

Gave sign of g^tulation, and each hill I 

Joyous the birds ; fresh gales and gentle airs 915 

Whiq)er'd it to the woods, and from their wings 

Flung rose, flung odours firom the spicy shrub. 

Disporting, till the amorous bird of night 

Sung spousal, and bid haste the ev'ning star 

On his hill-top, to Ugbt the bridal lamp. H^ 

Thus hare I told thee all my state, and brought 
My story to the sum of earthly blitis 
Which 1 enjoy ; and must confess to find 
In all things else delight indeed, but such 
As used or not, works in the mind no change, SSU 
Nor Tehement desir« ; these delicacies 
I mean of taste, sight, smell, herbs, fruits, and flow'rs, 
Walks, and the melody of birds ; but here 
Far otherwise, transported 1 behold. 
Transported touch. Here passion first I felt, 590 
Commotion strange, in all enjoyments else 
Superior and unmoved ; here only weak 
Against the charm of beauty's pow'rful glance. 
Or nature fail'd in me, and left some part 
Not proof enough such object to sustain ; 515 

Or horn my side subducting, took perhaps 
More than enough : at least on her bestow'd 
Too much of ornament; in outward show 
Elaborate ; of inward, less exact. 

MS. The eotueienetj the knowledre of. 
SI9. Taken rrom Homer, II. xlv. 947. . . 
SM. It wu the ciwtoai of the sncients to llgrht their bryil laipl 
vhen the eveninf atar appeved. 
K 
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For well I nnderatand, in the prime end Mt 

Of nature, her th' inferior m the mind 

And inward facoltieiij which most excel 

In outward ; also her resembMng leu 

His image who made both, and less expressing 

The character of that dominion giv'n 9U 

O'er other creatures ; yet, when I approach 

Her loveliness, so absolute she seems. 

And in herself, complete ; so well to know 

Her own, that what she wills to do or say. 

Seems wisest, yirtnousest, discreetest, best I 5M 

All higher knowledge in her presence falls 

Degraded! Wisdom in discounie with her 

Loses, discount'nanced, and like folly shews. 

Authority and reason on her wait. 

As one intended first, not after made Sn 

Occasionally ; and to consummate all. 

Greatness of Mind and Nobleness their seat 

Build in her, loreliest, and create an awe 

4iottt her, as a gruard angelic placed ! 

To whom the Angel, with contracted brow : 50f 
Accuse not Nature ; she bath done her part :" 
Do thou but thine, and be not diffident 
Of wisdom ; she deserts thee not, if thou 
Dismiss not her, when most thou need'st her nigh. 
By attributing overmuch to things 505 

Less excellent, as thou thyself perceiv'st. 
For what admir'st thou ? what transports thee sof 
An outside? Fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy cherishing, thy honouring, and thy love ; 
Not thy subjection. Weigh with her thyself, 570 
Then value. Of^times nothing profits more 
Than self-esteem, grounded on just and right 
Well managed. Of that skill the mor^ thou know^st. 
The more she will acknowledge thee her head. 
And to realities yield all her shows ; 57S 

Made so adorn for thy delight the more, 
So awful, that with honour thou mayst lore 
Thy mate, who sees when tiiou art seen least wise. 

M7. Ab§0liUt i complete, as used in the former imtance. Hue 4SI. 
fies.'Epb. T. S8, 99. 

S76. Adom^ for tdom'd, to avoid the iniiarmoBiotM soond of the 
ISMMT with the word made.—U is thus used, —JUdgt twt judged, 
■ad comes from the Italian aiUectiTe advmt. 
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But if tii« sense ef touch, whereby mank^Tid 

Is propagated, seem such dear delight M9 

Beyond all other, think the same vouchsafed 

To cattle and each beibt ; which would not be 

To them made common and divulged, if aught 

Therein enjoy 'd- were worthy to subdue 

The soul of man, or passion in him move. 58A 

What higher in her society thou find'st 

Attractive, human, ratiohid, love still. 

In loving thou dost well, in passion not. 

Wherein true love coniiists not. Love refines 

The thoughts, and heart enlal-ges ; hath his seat 6M 

In reason, and is judicious ; is the scale 

By which to heav'nly love thou may'st ascend. 

Not sunk in carnal pleasure : for which cause 

Among the beasts no mate for thee was found. 

To whom thus, half abash'd, Adam reply'd : 505 
Neither her outside, form'd so fair, nor aught , 
In procreation, common to all kinds, 
(Though higher of the genial bed by far. 
And with mysterious reverence I deem) 
80 Inuch delights me as those graceful acts, <M)0 

Those thousand^ decencies, that daily, flow 
From all her words and acticins, mix'd with love 
And sweet compliance ; which declare unfeign'd 
Union of mind, or in us both one soul : 
Harmony to behold in wedded pair, 605 

More grateful than harmonious sound to th' ear. 
Yet these subject not : I to thee disclose 
What inward thence I feel, not therefore foil'd. 
Who meet with various objects, from the sense 
Variously representing ; yet, still free, ' . 6W 

Approve the best, and follow what I approve. 
To love thou blam'st me not; for love thou say^ 
< Leads up to Heav'n ; is both the way and guide* 
Bear with me then, if lawful what I ask: 
Love .not the heav'nly Sfiritst and how their love 
Express they Y by looks only' Y or do they mix 016 
Irradiance, virtual or immediate touch Y 

To whom the Angel, with a smile that glow'd 
Celestial rosy red (love's proper hue)» 

060. itlttiippaedtliatMntonsiafaintlibpMHgeloPMi^ 
llieonr of dlvlBe love. 



ig5 PARADISE LOST. 

Anawer'd: Let it taffice thee that thoa kaow'st OM 

Ub happy* ; and without loTe no happiness. 

Whatever pore thou in the body' enjoy 'st 

(And pure th6u wert created) we ei^y 

In eminence, and obstacle find none 

Of membrane, joint, or limb, exclusive ban. MS 

Kasier than air with air, if Spirits embrace. 

Total they mix, union of pure with pure 

Desiring' ; not restrain'd conveyance need. 

As flesh to mix with flesh, or soul with soul. 

Bat I can now no uMMre ; the parting sun 0M 

Beyond the earth's green cape and verdant islea 

Hesperian sets, my signal to depart. 

Be strong, live liappy', and love, but first of all. 

Him whom to love is to obey, and keep 

His great command : take heed lest passion sway flSft 

Thy judgment to do aught whidi else free will 

Would not admit ; thine and oi all thy sons 

The weal or woe in thee is placed ; beware. 

1 in thy persevering shall rejoice. 

And all the Blest. Stand fast; to stand or Ml MO 

Free in thine own arbitrement it lies. 

Perfect within, no outward aid require; 

And all temptation to transgress repel. 

So saying, he arose ; whom Adam thus 
Followed with benediction : Since to part, M9 

Go heav'niy Guest, ethereal Messenger, 
Sent from whose sov*reign goodness I adore. 
Gentle to me and affable hath been 
Thy condescension, and shall be honour'd ever 
With g^teful memory ; thou to mankind 85t 

Be good and friendly still, and oft return. 

80 parted they ; the Ang^el up to Heav'n 
Ftvnm the thick shade, and Adam to his bower. 

9U. 1 John V. t. 
•M. 0b *MP«r, iW K fit iMiSbl bevw se PiM of nsl. 



BOOK IX. 
THE ARGUMENT. 

^ataBf hvring compaated Uie earth with meditated falle, r»> 
tarns m • mist bj nirht into Paradise, eriers into the setpat 
•leeftor. Adam and Eve in the morninir roforth to their laboan, 
which Ere proposes to divide in several places, each labourlnf 
anut : Adam consents not, aileglnf the dansrer. lest thftt enemy^ 
or whom they were forewarned, should attempt her, found alone: 
Etc, loath to he thouffbt not circumspect or firm enough, urra 
her Koinr apart, the rather desirous to malie trial of herstrensrtn : 
Adam at last yields: The Serpent finds htr alone ; his suhtle ap 
proach, flrst nzinfr, then speaking, with much flattery extolUnt 
Ere ahove all other creatures. ' Eve wondering to hear the Ser« 
pent speak, asks how he attained to human speech and such no- 
derstanding not till now : the Serpent answers, that by tasting of 
a certain tree In the irarden he attained both to speech and res- 
ion ; till then void of both : Eve regnires him to brin? her to that 
tree, and finds it to be the tree or knowledge, forbidden: Tb« 
Serpent, now grown bolder, with many wiles and argnr-ieuts. la 
duces her at lensrth to eat ; she, pleased with the taste, delibe- 
rates a while whether to impart thereof to Adam or not, at last 
Mngs him of the fruit, relates what persuaded her to eat thereof: 
Adam, at flrst amazed, but perceiving her lo«t, remlves, through 
vehemence of love, to perish widi her ; and extenuating the tre^ 
pass, eats also of the fruit: The effects Utereof in them bodi: 
they seek to cover their nakedness ; then fall to variance aaa 
aocontion of one another. 

No more of talk where God or Angel ^uest 

With Man, as with his Mend, familiar used 

To ait indulgent, and with him partake 

Rural repast, permitting him the while 

Tenial discourse, unblamed : 1 now must change ft 

Those notes to tragic ; foul distnftt, and hreach 

Disloyal on the part of Man, revolt. 

And disobedience : on the part of Heav'n 

Kow alienated, distance and distaste, 

Anger and just rebuke, and judgment given, It 

That brought into this world a world of woe. 

Sin and her shadow Denth, and Misery, 

I. Milton has arranged the divisions of his poem with great 
skill. The reader Is by turns OUed with awe and delight, astonish- 
Bent and wonder: after havfnt been terror-stricken at the sub- 
lime account of the fall of tlie an?els, he is charmed an^ooothed 
by the dcscrlptioo of Paradise, and the sweet discoune of ohllih 
aophy, carried on between Raphael and Adam. A new order of 
feelings are now to be awakened, and pity, mingled with fear, 
possesses OS tiiroogh the whole boolt. 

II. Nothing can be in worse taste than this and other such 
V — . ■- perhaps to be (bund, with a taste 

altogether the corruptions sf ths 



pans; bat not a great poet is perhaps to be found, with a/ 
so pare, that It coold resist altogether the < 
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Death's harbinger. Sad task ! yet argrnmoife 

Not leM bat more heroic than the wrath 

Of stem Achilles on his foe pursued IS 

Thrice fugitive about Troy wall ; or rage 

Of Tumus for Larinia disespoused. 

Or Neptune's ire or Juno's, that so long 

Perplex'd the Greek and Cytherea's son: 

If answerable style I can obtain M 

Of my celestial patroness, who deigns 

Her ^nightly risitation unimplored. 

And dictates to me slumb'ring, or inspires 

Easy my unpremeditated verse. 

Since first this subjeet for Iteroic song tfr 

Pleaded me loitg choosing, and beginning late ; 

Not sedulous by nature to indite 

Wars, hitherto tiie only argument 

Heroic deem'd, chief mast'ry to dissect 

With long and tedious havoc fabled knights M 

In battles feign'd ; the better fortitude 

Of patience and heroic m a r tyrd om 

Unsung ; or to describe races and g^ames, 

Or tilting furniture, emblazbn'd shields. 

Impresses quaint, caparisons and steeds ; 8S 

Bases and tinsel trappings, gorgeous kn^hts 

At joust and tournament ; then marshal'd feast 

Served up in hall with sewers and seneschals ; 

The skill of artifice or office mean, 

Not that which justly g^ves heroic name 4t 

To person or to poem. Me of these 

Nor skill'd nor studious, higher argnunent 

91. The pictore of Milton, which here rbet to the mind, b 
■monf the most bcautifal of the rMons to which die poem give* 
Urth. Blind, debited, but insfdredt bow like a character In the 
work does he seem to the imai^ nation, while thus speaking of bis 
communion with the heavenly muse. 

S8. He had. Ion; before commencing Paradise Lost, or desin- 
iag it even, determined to write an £idc on the subject of Khif 
vthur's hutorr. 

S8. Allusion b made in this paware to the principal Epics, die 
subjects of which are almost all drawn from tiie wan or oae 
connirf or the other. The most ardent lover of die elastic poems 
cannot but feel Milton's objection to be correct ; the ohiy caolloa 
to be observed, Is, not to mistake his dislike of their subiects for anf 
iepreclation of the sublime greninses which composed them. 

35. Imprettet qtunnti witty devices on the shields— Bm«, or 
housings.— .Srwerr, servahtb who placed the dishes on die table. 
"Seneaekal, a principal servant, or steward. 
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Remaiiu, sufficient of itself to raise 
That name, unless an age too late, or cold 
Climate, or yean, damp my intended wing 4f 

Depresa'd, and much they may, if aU be mine* 
"Sat hers who brings it nightly to m}* ear. 

The sun was sunk, and after him the star 
Of Hesperus, whose office is to bring 
Twilight upon the earth, short arbiter M 

Twixt day and night, and now from end to end 
Night's hemisphere had veil'd th' horizon round. 
When Satan, who late fled before the threats 
Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improved 
In meditated fraud and malice, bent 55 

On Man's destruction, maugre what might hap 
Of heavier on himself, fearless retum'd. 
By night he fled, and at midnight retum'd 
From compassing the earth, cautious of day, . M 
Since Uriel, regent of the sun, descry'd 
His entrance, and forewam'd the Cherubim 
That kept their watch :4l|ence full of anguish driren. 
The space of sev'n continued nights he rode 
With darkness ; thrice the equinoctial line 
He circled ; four times cross'd the car of night 65 
From pole to pole, trar^rsing each colore ; 
On th' eighth retujm'd, and on the coast averse 
From entrance or Cherubic watch, by stealth 
Found unsuMpected way. There was a place. 
Now not, tho' sin, not time, first wrought the change. 
Where Tigris at the foot of Paradise 71 

Into a gulf shot under ground, till part 
Rose up a fountain by the tree of life : 
In with the river sunk, and with it rose 
Satan involved in rising mist, then sought 75 

Where to lie hid. Sea he had search'd and land 
From Eden over x'ontus, and the pool 
Mteotis, up beyond the river Ob ; 
Downward as far antarctic ; and in length 
West from Orontes to the ocean barr'd M 

A.t Darien, thence to the land where flows 

7T. Pcmnu. the EaxliM>. or Black Ses.— TAe pool Mteotit, Psiiu 
MflBoU^ s.lake on the coa»t of Crim Tnrtzrj.—Ob. a river of 
Mmtovj^—OromteSf a riT«r of Syria.— Darien, the Cithmafl whl^ 
loins North and South America.— Oc«bm baTr*d, tee Job xxxvtli. lOb 
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Gangw and -Indus : thiu the orb be ro«m'd 

With narrow search, and with inspection de«p 

Gonsider'd every creature ; which of all 

Most opportune might serve his wiles, and fimiid M 

The serpent subtlest beast of all the field. 

Him, after long debate, irresolute 

Of thoughts reyoWed, his final sentence choM 

Fit vessel, fittest imp of fraud, in whom 

To enter and his dark suggestions hide 9f 

From sharpest sight : for in the wily snake* 

Whatever sleights none would suspicious mark» 

As from his wit and native subtlety 

F^eeding, which in other beasts observed 

Doubt might beget of diabolic power 0S 

Active within beyond the sense of brute. 

Thus he resolved ; but first from inward grief 

His bursting passion into plaints thus pour'd : 

O Earth, how like to Heav'a, if not preferred 
More justly 1 seat worthier of Gods ! as built IM 
With second thoughts, reforming what was old 1 
For what God after better worse would build 1 
Terrestrial Heav'n, danced round by other Heav*iu 
rhat shine, yet bear their bright officious lamps. 
Light above light, for thee alone, as seems, 105 

In thee concentring all their precious beams 
Of sacred influence I As God in Heav'n 
Is centre, yet extends to all, so thou 
Centring receiv'st from all those orbs ; in thee. 
Not in themselves, all their known virtue' appears 
Froductive in herb, plant, and nobler birth 111 

Of creatures animate with gpradual life 
Of gnrowth, sense, reason, all summ'd up in Man. 
With what delight could I have walk'd thee round, 

M. The ■ubNf'i^ . i cm -ii •'■; ',,. hr n, atmri unttccd^ [t ll 

sappo«ed, thac ^.v. .-; [....., ■ .., jiijruEi in prtftrenc* iq 

soy other, (or I. us |.iir|. .', ... . i - M^FjUttr bvhtg St.nown It 

would excite \<^> v.rj-n-..- ■. j., ^f Kkn tkit^tii, to an4 K 

vpeskiDf and r. j-r^.nu:?, ;:i.i^: v^h.lJ'I u.txt Ifirn tltec^a^iflD pajfcU 
to any other at v.-: Kh d-L- ^..e' [Lir: clrjil. 

113. It wert f'- \m- ■o.i-hid ihit MWton \ni not in nevlr ip- 
proscbed in < vjiriuion tin- tJf>aii of lIic r]iit£miMiu He hw 
been accoaed '-\ {'^tr\it\U *u[*\^Ti\m ilit-ir ^lixrEririe*, bet Uv 
oontenlaof tlip |fK!'(i nutt the c:kiitikr»n flf hk* h!imii>«J3i« on cbs 
aaytteriei of imi^^i-nal Mmr temi irwttJj to pmvL- he m* tif >* 
■iwina an advocdJc of aplnloEw wb^b «re w Luappenaliita bf 
snwn as thej an b| Cbr^iixiatr. 
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If i could joy in snght, sweet interduoigo llf 

Of hill and t alley, rivevB, woods and plaint ; 
Now land, now sea, and shores with forests crown'd 
Bocks, dens, and caves ! but I in none of thes« 
Find place or refuge ; and the more I see 
Pleasures about me, so much more I feel Ut 

Tcrment within me', as from the hateful siege 
Of contraries : all good to me becomes 
Bane, and in Heav'n much worse would be my state. 
But neither here seek. I, no, nor in Heav'n 
To dwell, imless by mast'ring Heay'n's Supreme ; 
Nor hope to be myself less misereble 198 

By what I seek, but others to make such 
As I, though thereby worse to me redound : 
For only in destroying I find ease 
To my relentless thoughts ; and him destroy'd* 130 
Or won to what may work his utter loss, 
For whom all this was made, all this will soon 
Follow, as to him link'd in weal or woe ; 
In woe then, that destruction wide may range. 
To me shall be the glory sole among 135 

Th' infernal Pow'rs, in one day to have marr'd 
What he, Almighty styled, six nights and days 
Continued making, and who knows bow long 
Before had been contriving, though perhaps 
Not longer than since I in one night freed 140 

From servitude inglorious well nigh half 
Th' angelic name, and thinner left the throng 
Of his adorers ; he to be avenged. 
And to repair his numbers thus impair'd, 
Whether such virtue spent of old now faiVd 141 

More Angels to create, if they at least 
Are his created, or to spite us more. 
Determined to advance into our room 
A creature form'd of earth, and him endow, IM 

Exalted from so base orig^inal, 
With heav'nly spoils, our spoils. What he decreed 
He' effected 1 Man he made, and for him built 
Magnificent this world, and earth his seat. 
Him lord pronounced, and, O indig^nity 1 
Subjected to his service Angel wings, Ui 

And flaming ministers, to watch and tend 
ISO. Pfe. chr. 4. 
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Their eartUy diarge. Of ihew the TigilanM 

I dremd» and to elode, thvs wirapt in mift 

Of midnight Tapoor, glide obscure, and pry ' 

In ey'ry bosh and brake, where hap may find IM 

The serpent sleeping, in whose maacy folds 

To hide me, and the dark intent I bring. 

O foul descent 1 that I, who erst contended 

With Gods to sit the high'st, am now constrain*d 

Into a beast, and mix'd with bestial slime, Idl 

This essence to incarnate and imbrate, 

That to the height of deity aspired ! 

But what will not ambition and revenge 

Descend to f Who aspires mnst down as low 

As high he soar'd, obnoxious first or last 17t 

To basest things. Revenge, at first though sweet. 

Bitter ere long back on itself recoils. 

Let it : I reck not, so it light well aim'd, 

Since higher I fall short, on him who next 

ProTokes my envy, this new fav'rite Ifi 

Of Ueay'n, this man of clay, son of despite, 

Whom us the more to spite his Maker raised 

From dust. Spite then with spite is best repaid. 

So saying, through each thicket dank or dry. 
Like a black mist low creeping, he held on IM 

His midnight search, where soonest he might find 
The serpent : him fast sleeping soon he found. 
In labyrinth of many a round self roU'd, 
His head the midst, well stored with subtle wiles : 
Nor yet in horrid shade or dismal den, 18S 

Nor nocent yet, but on the grassy herb 
Fearless, unfear'd, he slept. In at his mouth 
The deril enter'd, and his brutal sense, 
In heart or head, possessing soon inspired 
With act intelligential ; but his sleep IM 

Distnrb'd not, waiting close th' approach of mom. 

Now when as sacred light began to dawn 
In Eden on the humid flow'rs, that breathed 

17S. The chsrsrter of SaUn ta Onely manwed in tliit psMage ; 
me dmrkncM of despair is made more Jark by the loranew of 
taoui^t and Uie gleam of arch-tfnfel grandeur BtiU remaininr. 
186. Not nocent yet. in the flratedition. 
199. Thia It the inorniii$r of «*<! ni»th day. On the flnit Sstan 
came to the earth ; for at^ren he was vovorinpr round It, and i« 
kere rupreaented aa enterlnf Paradiw on the ninth. 
103. Bnath, like the UUn tpiro. 
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Their monung incenM, when all fhingt that breathe* 
From th' earth's great altar send up silent praise 
To the Creator, and his nostrils fill 100 

With grateful smell, forth came the human p4ir. 
And join'd their vocal worship to the choir 
Of ereatures wanting voice : that done partake 
The season, prime for sweetest sents and airs ; 9M 
Then commune how that day they best may ply 
lluir growing work : for much their work outgpraw 
The hands dispatch of two gard'ning so wide : 
And Eve fimt to her husband thus began : 

Adam, well may we labour still to dress S05 

This garden, still to tend plant, herb, and flower* 
Our pleasant task enjoin'd ; but till more hands 
Aid us, the work under our labour grows. 
Luxurious by i^traint ; what w« by day 
Lop ove nsr o wu , or prune, or prop, or bind, Slf 

One night or two with wanton growth derides 
Tending to wild. Thou therefore now adrise. 
Or hear what to my mind first thoughts present : 
Let ufl divide our labours ; thou where choice 
Leads thee, or where most needs, whether to wind 
The woodbine round this arbour, or direct 210 

The clasping ivy where to climb ; while I 
In yonder spring of roses, intermix'd 
With msnrtle, find what to redress till noon : 
For while so near each other thus all day SM 

Our task we choose, what wonder if so near 
Looks intervene and smiles, or object new 
Casual discourse draw on, which intermits 
Our day's work brought to little, though h^gtm 
Early, and th' hour of supper comes imeam'd. SM 

To whom mfld answer Adam thus retum'd : 
Sole Eve, associate sole ; to me beyond 
Compare above all living creatures dear, 
Well hast thou motion'd, well thy thoughts employ'd 
How we might best fulfil the work which here SM 
Ood hath assign'd us ; nor of me shalt pass 

MO. MUtoo spells seent wlthoat the c, seoordinf to the 

Italtsn Skntiendo* 

tIS. Bear iiMtesd of hear, in Mne edtttopi. 

jm. CMiiMrerornompariKMi; a verb coaverted Into a aoea •» 

M)activei aoiMtiiiMS srs. 
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UnpraiMid : for notiimg lovelier can be ftmad 

In womaUf than to study household good, 

And good works in her husband to promote. 

Yet not so strictly hath our Lord imposed 9IS 

Labour, as to debar us when we need 

Refreshment, whether food, or talk between, 

(Food of the mind) or this sweet intercourse 

Of looks and smiles (for smiles from reason flofw) 

To brute deny'd, and are of lore the food ; 9M 

Love not the lowest end of human life. 

For not to irksome toil, but to delight 

He made us, and delight to reason join'd. 

These paths and bow'rs doubt not but our joint hands 

Will keep from wilderness with ease, as wide S45 

As we need walk, till younger hands ere long 

Assist us : but if much conrerse perhaps 

Thee satiate, to short absence I could 3^eld ; 

For solitude sometimes is best society. 

And short retirement urges sweet return. SM 

But other doubt possesses me, lest harm 

Befall thee, seTered from me ; for thou knoVst 

What hath been wam'd us ; what malidoos foe* 

Envying our happiness, and of his own 

Despairing, seeks to w<n:k us woe and shame tS6 

By sly assault ; and somewhere nigh at hand 

Watches, no doubt, with greedy hope to find 

His wish and best advantage, us asunder. 

Hopeless to circumvent us join'd, where eadk 

To other speedy aid might lend at need. SOt 

Whether his first design be to withdraw 

Our fealty from God, or to disturb 

Conjugal love, than which perhaps no Mise 

Enjoy *d by us excites his envy more ; 

Or this, or worse, leave not the faithftd side t85 

That gave thee being, still shades thee, and protects . 

The wife, where danger or dishonour lurks. 

Safest and seemliest by -her husband stays ; 

Who guai^ her, or witii her the worst endures. 

To whom the virgin majesty of Eve, S7f 

As one who loves, and some vmkindness meets. 
With sweet austere composure thus reply'd : 

Oiispring of Heav'n and Earth, and all Earth's 
rhat such an enemy we have, who i»eeks [Lordt 
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Our ruin, both by thee inform'd I learn, V$ 

And from the parting Ang^l overheard, 
A« in a shady nook I stood behind. 
Just then retum'd at shut of ev'ning flow'rt. 
But that thou should'st my firmness therefore doabt 
To God or thee, because we have a foe 38t 

May tempt it, I expected not to hear. 
His violence thou fear'st not, being such 
As we, not capable of death or pain. 
Can either not receive, or can repel. 
His fraud is then thy fear ; which plain infers 38ft 
Thy equal fear that my firm faith and love 
Can by his fraud be shaken or seduced? [breast, 
Thought^^ which how found they harbour in thy 
Adam, mis-thought of her to thee so dear f 

To whom with healing words Adam reply'd : S90 
Daughter of God and Man, immortal Eve, 
For ouch thou art, from sin and blame entire : 
Not diffident of thee do I dissuade 
Thy absence from my sight, but to avoid 
Th attempt itself, intended by our foe. S9ft 

For he who tempts, though in vain, at least asperses 
The tempted with dishonour foul, supposed 
Not incorruptible of faiih, not proof 
Against temptation. Thou thyself with scorn 
And anger would'st resent the offer*d wrong, 800 
Though ineffectual found : misdeem not then. 
If such affront I labour to avert 
From thee alone, which on us both at once 
The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare. 
Or daring, first on me th' assault shall light. 805 
Nor thou his malice and false guile contemn ; 
Subtle he needs mtist be who could seduce 
Angels ; nor think superfluous other's aid. 
I from the influence of thy looks receive 
Access in ev'ry virtue ; in thy sight 810 

More wise, more watchful, stronger, if need were 
Of outward strength ; while shame, thou looking on« 
Shame to be overcome or over-reach'd 
Would utmost vigour raise, and raised unite. 
Why should'st not thou like sense within thee feel 

S78. Noihlnr can be mora besnafally nstanU than the boor «l 
' ag flied ^ the clotioff of the flower*. 
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When I am preMnt, and thy trial choose Bit 

With me, best witness of thy yirtue try^df 

So spalce domestic Adam, in his care 
And matrimonial lore : but Eve, who thought 
Less attribfited to her faith sincere, 3M 

Thus her reply with accent sweet renewed : 

If this be oar condition, thns to dwell 
In narrow circuit straighten'd by a foe. 
Subtle or violent, we not endued 
Single with like defence, whererer met, tM , 

How are we happy, still in fear of harmt 
But harm precedes not sin :' only our fee 
Tempting, affronts us with his foul esteem 
Of our integrrity : his foul esteem 
Sticks no dbhonour on our front, but turns 93$ 

Foul on himself : then wherefore shunn'd or fear'd 
By us ? who ratlier double honour gain 
From his surmise iiroyed false, find pesce within, 
Farour from Hear'n, our witness from th' erent. 
And what is faith, love, rirtue unassay^d 33ft 

Alone, without exterior help sustain'd t 
Let us not then suspect our happy state 
Left so imperfect by the Maker wise. 
As not secure to single or combined. 
Frail is our happiness, if this be so, S4t 

And Eden were no Eden thus exposed. 

To whom thus Adam fervently reply'd : 
O Woman, best are all things as the will 
Of God ordain 'd them ; his creating hand 
Nothing imperfect or deficient left 848 

Of all that he created, much less Man, 
Or aught that might his happy state secure. 
Secure from outward force. Within himself 
The danger lies, yet lies within his pow'r : 
Against his will he can receive no harm. SSO 

But God left free the will ; for what obeys 
B«ason is free, and reason he made right ; 
But bid her well be ware, and still erect, 
Lest by some fair appearing good surprised. 
She dictate false, and misinform the will 3H 

To do what God expressly hath forbid. 

ass. Bt ware, two woru wmr* being an s^iecttve as well ai 
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Not then mistnut but tender love enjoins, 

That I should mind thee oft ; and mind thou me. 

Firm we subsist, yet x>os8ibIe to swerve, 

Since reason not impossibly may meet 800 

Some specious object by the foe subotn'd. 

And faU into deception unaware, 

Not keeping strictest watch, as she was wam'd. 

Seek, not temptation then ; which to avoid 

Were better, and most likely if from me 305 

Thou seTer not : trial will come unsought. 

Would'st thou approTe thy oonstancv, approVe 

First thy obedience ; th' other who can know, 

Not seeing thee attempted, who attest ? 

But if thou think, trial unsought may find 370 

Us both securer than thas wam'd thou seem'st, 

Cro : for thy stay, not Aree, absents thee more. 

Go, in thy native innocence, rely 

On what thou hast of virtue, summon all, 374 

For God towards thee hath done his part ; do thine. 

So spake the patriarch of mankind : but Eve 
Persisted, yet submiss, though last, reply'd : 

With thy permission then, and thus forewatn'd 
Chiefly by what thy own last reas'ning words 
Touch'd only, that our trial, when least sought, 3W 
May find us both perhaps far less prepared. 
The willinger I go ; nor much expect 
A foe so proud will first the weaker seek : 
So bent, the more shall shame him his repulse. 384 

Thus saying, from her husband's hand her hand 
Soft she withdrew, and, like a Wood- Nymph light. 
Oread, or Dryad, or of Delia's train. 
Betook her to the groves ; but Delia's self 
In gait surpass'd, and 'Goddess-like deport, 
Though not as she with bow and quiver arm'd> 890 
But with such g^rd'ning tools as art yet rude. 
Guiltless of fire, had form'd, or Angels brongitt 
To Pales, or Pomona, thus adom'd, 
Likest she seem'd ; Pomona when she fled 
Vertumnus, or to Ceres in her prime, 395 

Yet virgin of Proserpina from Jove. 
Her long with ardent look his eye pursued. 
Delighted ; but desiring more her stay. 

906. VH-gin of Pro$«rpima, a 6reclMn.r-Thcocrita8, Tdvl H. IM 
P 
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Oft he to her his charge ofniuick retam 
Repeated ; she to him as oft engaged 4tt 

To be returnfd by noun amid the bow'r. 
And all thin^^^s in best order to invite 
Noontide repast, or afternoon's repose. 
O much deceived, much failing, hapless STe« 
Of thy presumed return I event perverse I 4M 

Thou never from that hour in Paradise 
Fonnd'st either sweet repast or sound repoeel 
Such ambush hid among sweet flow'rs and shades 
Waited with hellish rancour imminent 
To intercept thy way» or send thee back 41f 

Despoil'd of innocence, of faith, of bliss. 
For now, and since &rst break of dawn, the Fiend, 
Mere serpent in appearance, forth was oome. 
And on his quest, where likeliest he mi^ht find 
The only two of mankind, but in them 415 

The whole included race ; his purposed prey. 
In bow'r and field he sought, where any tuft 
Of grove or garden-plot more pleasant lay, 
Tlieir tendence or plantation for delight : 
By fountain, or by shady rivulet 4M 

He sought them both ; but wish'd his hap might find 
h)ve separate ; he wish'd, but not with hope 
Of what so seldom chanced, when to his wish. 
Beyond his hope. Eve separate he spies, 
Veil'd in a cloud of fragrance, where she stood, ^IS 
Half spy'd, so thick the roses blushing round 
About her glow'd, oft stooping to support 
Each flow'r of slender stalk, whose head, though gay 
Carnation, purple', axure, or speck'd with gold. 
Hung drooling unsustain'd : them she upstays 430 
Gently with myrtls band, mindlsss the while 
Herself, though fairest unsupported flow'r. 
From her best prop so far, and storm so nigh. 
Nearer ^ drew ; and many a walk traversed 
Of stateliest covert, cedar, pine, or palm, 435 

Then roluble and bold, now hid, now seen 
Among thick-woven arborets and flow'rs 
Imborder'd on each bank, the hand of five : 
Spot more delicious than those .gardens feign'd 
4M. Imb9rdei*d, from the old word to imborder, 4ace aadt 
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Or of revired Adonis, or renown'd 4M 

Alcinoiu, host of old Laertes' son, 
Or that, not mystic, where the sapient king 
Held dalliance with his fair Egyptian spouse. 
Much he the place admired ; the person more. 
As one who long- in populous city pent, 443 

Where houses thick, and sewers annoy the air« 
Forth issuing on a summer's mom to breathe 
Among the pleasant villages and farms 
Adjoin'd, from each thing met conceives delight; 
The smell of grain, or tedded gnrats, or kine, 450 
^Or dairy', each rural sight, each rural soxmd: 
If chance with nymph-like step fair virgin i>ass. 
What pleasing seem'd, for her now pleases more. 
She most, and in her look sums all delight. 
Such pleasure took the Serpent to behold 456 

This flow'ry plat, the sweet recess of Eve 
Thus early, thus alone. Her heav'nly form 
Angelic, but ntore soft and feminine. 
Her graceful innocence, her ev'ry air 
Of gesture or least action, overawed 480 

His malice, and with rapine sweet bereared 
His fierceness of the fierce intent it brought* 
That space the Evil One abstracted stood 
From his own evil, and for the time remain'd 
Stupidly good ; of enmity disarm d, 498 

Of g^uile, of hate, of envy, of revenge ; 
But the hot Hell that always in him bums. 
Though in mid Heaven, soon ended his delight. 
And tortures him now more, the more he sees 
Of pleasure not for him ordain'd. Then soon ^0 
Pierce hate ha recollects, and all his thoughts 
Of mischief, gratulating, thus excites : 

Thoughts, whither have ye led roe ! With what sweet 
Compulsion thus transported to forget 
What hither brought as 1 hate, not love, gwr hope 
Of Paradise for Hell, hope here to taste 478 

440. It wu soppowd that AdonU waa restored to li/« at the 
request of Venus. The gardens of Alcinons were celebrated aal- 
venaily among the ancients ; those not mystic were Mke fflx. 
dent Solomon made Tor Pharaoh's daughter. 

447. The interview between Madin and Sophronia In the 
S Can. of 1 asso la described in similar terms. 
46«. That u, it would be so were be in heaven. Or Iheit to aa 
atarioa pttrhapa to Job L •• U. l. 
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Of pleasure, bat all pleasure to destniy. 

Save what b in destroying : other joy 

To tne is loat. Then let me not let paaa 

Occasion which now smiles. Behold alone 4M 

The woman, opportaue to all attempts. 

Her husband, for I view far round, not ni|rii. 

Whose higher intellectual more I shun, 

And strength of courage haughty, and of limb 

Heroic built, though of terrestrial mould, 46i 

Foe not informidable, exempt ftxim wound, 

I not. So much hath Hell debased, and pain 

Enfeebled me to what I was in Heav'n. 

She fair, divinely fair, fit love for Gods ; 

Not terrible, though terror be in lore 400 

And beauty ; not approach'd by stronger hate. 

Bate stronger, under show ot lore well feign'd. 

The way whi6h to her ruin now I tend. 

So tpake th' enemy' of mankind, inclosed 
In serpent, inmate bad, and toward Eve 405 

Address'd his way, not with indented ware, 
Prone on the gpround, as since, but on his rear. 
Circular base of rising fdds, that tower'd 
Fold aboTe fold a surging mase, his head 
Crested aloft, and parbonde his eyes ; MO 

With burnish'd neck of Terdant gold, erect 
Amidst his circling spires, that on the grass 
Floated redundant. Pleasing was his shape. 
And lovely : never since of serpent kind 
Lovelier : not those that in lUyria changed 505 

Hermione and Cadmus, or the God 
In Epidaurus ; nor to which transform'd 
Ammonian Jore, or Capitoline was seen ; 
He with 01ympias,thb with her who bore 
Scipio the highth of Rome. With tract oblique 510 
At first, as one who sought access, but fear'd 
To interrupt, sidelong he works his way. 
As "^hen % ship by skilful steersman wrought. 
Nigh liver's mouth or foreland, where the wind 

«0S. C«dinua and his wife beinf obliged to iMve Thebes on 
folaff ioto Iliyria were ch«nfed Into ■erpenU by the way ; if Die 
wonthoie be confidered •» referring to serpento generally, or 
the nature of terppntt, the constrnctioD will be ea»v.—rA« f«d 
<■» Epidannit, ^-scttlapiua, who wa* wornhippcd in that place. 

SOS. JmmoNiaft, Lyolan; d^oUne, Roman. 
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Yeei* oft, M ofi flo it^ri* and ahtltB her tail, ^ SU 

So Taried he, and of his toftuous train 

Cnrfd many a wanton wreath in sight of Ere, * 

To lure her eye : she busyM. heard the sound 

Of nutling laares, but mindfed not, as used 

To such disport before her thrau^ die field iRM 

From^ crr'ry beast ; more, dulaoos at her ca^ 

Than at Circean call the herd disguised.' 

He bolder now, uncal^d, before her stood. 

But as in gaxe admiring, oft Irt bo#td * 

His turret crest and sleek enamel'd neck, 525 

Fawning, and lick'd the grroimd whereon ihe trod. 

His gentle dundi expression tum'd at length 

The eye of Eve to mark his play. He, glad 

Of her attention gain'd, wilfr seTpeut-tougue 

Oi^anic, or impulse of irocal air, 5M 

His fraudulent temptation thus began' : « ^ 

Wonder not, sovereign Mistress, if perhaps 
Thou canst, who art sole wonder ; mtfch less arm 
Thy looks, the Hear'n of mildness, with disdain. 
Displeased that I approach thee thus, and gaxe 586 
Insatiate, I thus single, nor have fearM 
Thy awful brow, more awfUl thu« retired. 
Fairest resemblance of thy Maker fair I 
Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine 
By g^ft, and thy celestial beauty' adore 540 

With ravishment beheld 1 there best beheld 
Where unirennlly admired : but here 
In thii inclosure wild, these heasts among. 
Beholders rude^ and shallow to discern 
Half what in th«e is fair, one man except, 545 

Who sees thee' t (and what is one t) who should^t b« 
A Goddess among Gods, adored and serred [saen 
By Angela, nutaberless, thy daily train. 

So glozed the Tempter, and his proem tuned ; 
Imo the heart of Eve his words made way, 550 

Though at the voice much marvelling. At length. 
Not naamaxed, she thus in answer spake : [nonnced 

What may this mean? tiang^uag^ of man pro- 
By tongue of brute, and human sense express'd ! 
The first at least of Ihese I thought denyM 5S9 

To beasts, whom God on their crmtion-day 
Created mute to all articidata sound : 
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Tht Utter I demnr ; for in their tt^ks 

Muck yeaaon, a»d in their actions dt appeatli 

Thee, Seipent, sobtleat heast of all the field, flBO 

I knewf but not with human yoiee endned. 

Kedouble then this miracle, and mlj. 

How cam'st thou ipeakable of mute; and llow 

To m^ 80 Mendly gnwa, above the real 

Of brutal hind, that daily are in sight 1 Mi 

fiay I for such wonder claims atteation due. 

T» whom the foilefial Tempter thus reply'd : 
Bmpress «f this fair worid, resplendent £t«, 
Bmy to me it is to tell thee all [obey'd 

Wbat thou com«iand'st; and right thou shonld'stb^ 
I was at first as other beasts that graze 9H 

The trodden Ittrb, oi abject thoogfatH and low, 
As was m|^ food : nor aught but food discem'd» 
Or sex, j^d appi^hended nothing high ; 
Till An a day roving the field, I chanced STS 

A goodly tree <hr distMit to behold, 
Loaden with fruit of fairest colours mix'd, 
Rud^y and fold. I nearer drew to gaxe ; 
When from Ibe bqnghs a savoury odour blow*. 
Grateful to appetita, more pleased my sense At 

Than smell of sweetest fennel, or the teats 
Of ewe or goat dropping with milk at er'n, 
Unsuck'd of lamb or kid, that tend their play. 
To satffly the sharp desire I had 
Of tasting those fair apjdes, I resolved M^ 

Not to defer ; hunger and thirst itt oBce 
(Pow'rful persuaders) quicken'd at the scent 
Of dut alltnring fruit, urged me so keen. 
Aboftt th« mossy trunk I wound me soon, 
Forhigll fconkground the branches would reqniv^ fiO€ 
Thy utmost reach or Adam's : Round the tree 
All other beasts thut saw, with like desire 
Iionging and envying stood, but coidd not reatiu 
AXDUi the tree now got, where plenty bong 
fttmpting so nigh, to pluck iind eat my fill M9 

1 1 spared not ; fbr such pleasure till that hoar 
)^At feed or fountain never had I found. 
Sated at lengA, ere long I might perceive 
; Strange alteration in me, to degree 
' Of reason ia my inward pow'rs, and speech Mtt 
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Wanted not ltmg» though to thu shape rciaia'd. 
Hienceforth to speculations hij^h or dvi^y 
1 taiTi'd my though c^, and, with cupacjous mindt 
Conoid tsr'd all t)ung:a visible in ll«av'n, ^, 

Or Earth, or Middle ; all tlijng^a fair And i^l^ : ^OB 
But all thill fair imii (rftod in thy divine 
SeinbUt][;gp and in thy b^auty'ji heaT'nly ray 
United 1 beheld. No fair to thina 
Xlqniyalent or $ec»Dd ; which compell'd 
M€ thu^t tbitui^h impoTtune perhaps, to coma ttO 
And gate^ aad wDr«jJiiip th^e, of ri^Lt <lu[;liiired 
SjoT-'reign of creature e, uniyersal J lame. ^ 

So talked the spLrUed «]y Snake ; and Ere, 
Y^i Tuor<> ania2«d, unwary, thiu repl^'d ; 
Serp&nt, thy of erpraisinif leare^ in doubt 615 

The virtue of thai fruit. In thee first proved. 
But «ay, where {trowB the tree ? Crcui hence how fart 
For many »xc the trecB of God that grow 
Id ParadLse, and virious, yet unknown, 
To tM, in such abundance Ilea our choice, 090 

An leaves a grreater Bto:ire of fruit untoncll'df 
Still han^u^ Lncorrupbble, till meii 
Grow up trj their provision, and jnire hands 
Help to disburden Nature of her bivCh. 

To vhom the ^¥ily adder, b Lithe and glad : OSS 
EmpreHd, the way is ready, aTid not long*; 
Beyotid a row of myrtles, od a flat, 
Faftt by a fu^mitain, &Jie small tbit;k.et past 
Of bll!>^Hl^|f myrrh and balm* If t]pK>a accept 
My conduct, 1 can luring ihce thither soon. 030 

Lead then, jsaid E*c. ^o 1eac|ing swiftly upll'd' 
la tangles, and made intricate seem straight, 
To mischief swift. Hope elevates, and joy 
Brightens his crest ; as when a wand'ring fire. 
Compact of nnctuous Tapotnr, whiefi the nij^t OSS 
Condenses, and the cold environs round, ^ 

Kindled through agitation to a flame, 
Whidi oft, they say, some ievil Spirit attendst 

613. Dame, formerly s term of great renpecL 

€13. Warburtnn nys, Milton hts ihewD more tUll in the Hie* 

•logy of this part of the poem than in any otlier. His answer ts 

the ol^ei tioiis against the Mosaic history are of his own inventloiu 

034. The description of the serpent in dUs p w rag e Is remtrit* 

Me for its fidelity sad force. 
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Hoy 'ting and blasinfr with delusive light, 
MiflltadB th' amaoed night-wand'r«r from his way 
To bogs end mires, and oft through pond or pool, 649 
There swallow'd up and lost, from succour far. 
fb glister'd the dire Snake, «nd into firaod 
Led Eve, our credutous mother, to the tre« 
Of prohibition, not of all our wo« 1 648 

Which when she saW, thns to her guide she spake : 

Serpent, we might have spared o«r coming hither, 
Fridtless pa ipe, th#ugh fruit be here io' excess. 
The credit of ifdiose virtue rest with thee, 
Wondro«i inleed, if cause of such eflbots. 650 

But of tiiis tree wa may not taste aer touch ; 
God so commanded, «nd left that command 
Sole daughter of his rc^se : 4he t^st, ^m live 
Law to ourselves ; our reason is our law. 

To whom the Tkiypter guilefully reply'd ; 6SS 

Indeed ! Hath Qod then said, that of the irfoSM, 
Of all these garden-fireea ye shall not eat, 
Yet Lords declared «f all in earth or air t 

To whom thus Eve, yet sinless : Of the frnit 
Of each tree in the garden we may eat t 660 

But of the fruit of this fair tree amidst 
The garden, God hath said. Ye shall not eat 
Thereef, nor shall ye touch it, Iwt ye die. 

She scarce had said, diough brief, when now more 
The Tempter, but with show of zeal «pd lore {bold 
To Man, and indignation afhis wr(mg, 666 

New part puts on, an A w to palsion moved, 
Fluctuates dlsturb'd, yet comely, and in act 
Baised, as of some grtlat matter to begin. 
As wh«n of old some orator renoim'd 679 

In Athens or free Rome, where eloquence 
Flourish 'd, since mute, to some great cause address'd 
Stood in liimself collected, while each part, 

643. Fraud, hurt or damage. 
044. The tree t/ prokibitiou, an Hebrabm for the proktbiitd 
tree. 

653. Another Hebraism ; Hie expr(>aftloii drnlflea amonf tlie 
.^ .. ^^^ .-.,-_ ._ 



Jews, ' a voice from heaven,' or any niyaterioua revelation bj 
tint or dreams. 

67Sk There fs a similar ItnUan expseasioo, in m rmxtUo, 4 
new reading is prooo>«d by Bentley, Jtos, 

Stood in ktmtelf eolim^ed wkOe, while meh 



Motion, each air : 
dn b«st commentafeon prefer the psMcatleaL 
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Motion, each act won audience, ere the iangviB, 
Sometimes in' highth begran^ as no deljay 670 

Of preface brooking ihrough his zeal of right : 
So standing, moring, or to highth up grrown. 
The Tempter, all impassion'd, thiu began : 

O sacred, wise, and wisdom-giving Plant, 
Mother of sdence, now I feel thy pow'r 0M 

Within me clear, not only to discern 
Things in their causes, but to trace the ways 
Of l^ghest agents, deem'd however wise. 
Queen of this imi verse, do not believe 
Those rigid threats of death : ye shaU not die. flSi 
How should ye ? by the fruit ? It gives you life 
To knowledge ; by the threat'ner t Look on me. 
Me who have tonch'd and tasted, yet both live. 
And life more perfect have attain'd than fate ' 
Meant me, by venturing higher than my lot. \ 600 
Shall that be shut to Man, which to the Beast ' 
Is open t or MriU God incense his ire 
For such a petty trespass, and not praise 
Rather yoxir dauntless virtue, whom the pain 
Of death denounced, whatever thing death be, 608 
Deterr'd not from achieving what might lead 
To happier life, knowledge Of good and evUIi 
Of good, how just ! of evil, if what is evii 
Be real, why not known, since easier shunn'd 1 
God therefore cannot hurt ye and be just : 700 

Not jnst, not God; not fear'd then, nor obeyed : 
Your fear it^f of death removes the fear. 
Why then was this forbid f Why but to awe^ 
Why but to keep ye low and ignorant, ^ 

His worshippers. He knows that in the day { 701 
Ye eat thereof, your eyes that seem so clear, ' 
Yet are but dim, shall perfectly be then j 
Open'd and clear'd, and ye shall be as Gods,: 
Knowing both good and evil as they know. 
That ye shall be as Gods, since I as Man, 110 

Internal Man, ia bat proportion meet ; 
I of brute human, ye of human Gods. 
So ye shall die perhaps, by putting off 
Human, to put on Gods ; death to be wished, 

... - . ^ M. ^**' ®«n* «»• »• 

714. r«piilMi <Mb/ to beeene dhrliM InstMA^'kMMM, 
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11u>' fhreaten'd, which no worse than this can brin^ 
And what are Gods, that Man may not become 71f 
As they, participating Godlike food 1 
The Gods are first, and that advantage use 
On our belief, that all from them proceeds. 
1 question it ; for this fair earth I see, no 

Warm'd by the sun, producing er'ry kind ; 
Them nothing. If they all things, who indoaed 
Knowledge of good and evil in this tree. 
That whoso eats thereof, forthwith attains 
Wisdom without their leave t and wherein,1ie8 TtS 
Th' offence, that Man should thus attain to knowT 
What can your knowledge hurt him, or this tree 
Impart against his will, if all be his f 
Or is it envy? And can envy dwell 
In heay'uly breasts ? These, these and many more 739 
Causes, import your need of this fair fruit. 
Ck>dde8s humane, reach then, and freely taste. 
He ended, and his words, replete with gvJle, 
Into her heart too easy entrance won. 
Fix'd on the fruit she gazed, which to behold 735 
Might tempt alone ; and in her ears the sound 
Yet rung of his persuasive words, impregn'd 
With reason, to her seeming, and with truth : 
Meanwhile the hour of noon drew on, and waked 
An eager appetite, raised by the smell 749 

So savoury of that fruit, which with desire. 
Inclinable now grown to touch or taste, 
Solicited her long^ing eye : yet first. 
Pausing a while, thus to herself she mused : 
Great are thy virtues, doubtless, best of fruits, 749 
, Though kept from man, and worUiy to be admired. 
Whose taste, too long forbom, at first assay 
Gave elocution to the mute, and tai^pht 
The tong^ne not made for speech to speak thy praise. 
Thy praise he also, who forbids thy use, 75t 

738. Thk to one of the few inattnces of bad tMte resllTtffBctlar 
tbe betuty of the narrative, tn be foand in the poem. The whole 
of Satan*t tpeech had tended to inspire apiritaal pride and a bold 
desire of knowledre ; all tbe foUowing reflections of Eve are ia 
corret^tondence with the addresb of the tempter. The idn, 
therefore, here introduced of her sharpened appetite, and of the 
savorinets of the fruit, to in bad lieepingwith the treneral tone of 
tiie poasage ; and I am not a little surprised that any of Milton^ 
commentaton could bate attempted to fed a heaotr ia lis 
Introduction, 
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Ooncetlt not from iu, naming thee the tree 
Of knowledgre. knowledge both of good and eril: 
Forbids us then to taste ; but his forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it infers the good 
By thee communicated, and our want : 7W 

For good unknown, sure is not had ; or had 
And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 
In plain then, what forbids he but to know ; • 
Forbids us good ! forbids us to be wise ! 
Such prohibitions bind not. But if death fM 

Bind us with after-bands, what profits then 
Oar inward freedom 1 In the day we eat 
Of this fair fruit, our doom is, we shall die. 
How dies the Serpent? he hath eaten and lives. 
And knows, and speaks, and reasons, and discerns : 
Irrational till then. For us a\pne 760 

Was death invented t or to us deny'd 
This intellectual food, for beasts reserved ? 
For beasts it seems ; yet that one beast which first 
Hath tasted, envies not, but bringps with joy 77» 
The good befall'n him, author unsuspect. 
Friendly to man, far from deceit or guile. 
What fear 1 then ? Rather, what know to fear 
Under this igmorance of good and evU, 
Of God or death, of law or penalty t TTfl 

Here grows the cure of all, this fruit divine, 
Fair to the eye, inviting to the taste. 
Of virtue to make wise. What hinders then 
To reach, and feed at once both body' and mind f 

So saying, her rash hand, in evil hour, 780 

Forth reaching to the fruit, she pluck'd, she eat I 
Earth felt the wound ; and Nature from her seat 
SighinL>-, through all her works gave signs of woe. 
That all was lost ! Back to the thicket slunk 
The guilty Serpent, and well might, for Eve, 780 
Intent now wholly on her taste, nought else 
Regarded ; such delight till then, as seem'd» 
In fruit she never tasted, whether true 
Or fancy'd so, through expectation high 
Of knowledge ; nor was Godhead from her thought. 
Greedily she ingorged without restraint 791 

And knew not eating death. Satiate at length, 
And heighten'd as with wine, jocund, and boon* 
L 
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Thus to henelf she pleMing^y b^r*B: 

O soT'reign» Tiitaotu, preciona of all trees IW 
In Paradine, of operation blest 
To sapience, hitherto obecnred, infamed» 
And thy fair fruit let hang, as to no end 
Created ; bnt henceforth my early care. 
Not without song, each morning, and due praise 8M 
Shall tend thee, and the fertile burden ease 
Of thy full branches, offer'd free to all ; 
Till, dieted by thee, I grow matHre 
In knowledge, as the Gods who all tilings know ; 
Though others envy what they cannot give ; . 8M 
For had the gift been theirs, it had not here 
Thus grown. Experience, next to thee I owe, 
Best guide ; not following thee 1 had remain'd 
In ignorance : thou open'st Wisdom's way. 
And giv'st access, though secret she retire. SM 

And I perhaps am secret: Hear'n ia high. 
High and remote, to se« fixmi thence distinct 
Bach thing on earth i and other care perhaps 
May hare diverted frofm continual watch 
Our great ForWdder, safe with all his spies 819 

About him. Bat to Adam, in what sort 
Shall I appear t Shall I to him make known 
As yet my change, and give him to partake 
FuU happiness with me, or ratiier not. 
But keep the odds of knowledge in my pow*r 810 
Without copartner t so to add what wants 
In female sex, the more to draw his love> 
And render me more equal, and perhaps* 
A thing not undesirable, sometime 
Superior ; for inferior, who is free t SIS 

This may be well ; but what if Gpd have seen. 
And death ensue f Then 1 shall be no.nMnre ; 
And Adam, wedded to another Eve, 
Shall live with her enjoying; I extinct. 
A death to think ! Confirm'd then, I reaohrt 881 
Adam shall share with me in bliss or woe s 
So dear I love him, that with him all deatibs 
I could endure ; without him live no life. 

So saying, from the tree her step she tnm'd: 



618. ^'<' r^ to pmrttki/ aa eleftat mode of snirss^BS Hi 



cltMic 
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But ilrst low rer'rcnce done, as to the Pow'r SSI 
Hhftt dwelt within, whose presence had infused 
Into the plant sciential sap, derived 
From nectar, drink of Gods. Adam the while 
Waiting, desirous her return, had wove 
Of choicest flow'rs a g-arland, to adorn 840 

Her tresses, and her rural labours crown. 
As reapers oft are wont their harvest-queen. 
Great joy he promised to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return, so long delay'd ; 
Yet oft his heart, divine of something HI, MS 

Misgave him: he the falfring measure felt; 
And forth fit meet her went, the way she took 
That mom when first they parted. By the tree 
Of knowledge he must pass : there be her met, 
Scarce from the tree returning : in her hand 850 
A bough of fairest fruit, that downy smiled. 
New gather'd, and ambrosiid smell diffVised. 
To him lAe hasted. In her face excuse 
Came prologue, and apology too prompt, 
Which with bland words at will she thus address'd : 
Hast thou not wonder'd, Adam, at my stay ? 850 
Thee I have miss'd, and thought it long, deprived 
Thy presence ; agony of love till now 
Not felt I nor shall be twice ; for never more 
Mean f to try, what rash uutry'd I seught, 800 

The pain of absence from thy sight I But strange 
Hath been the cause, and wonderful to hear. 
This tree is not, as we are told, a tree 
Of danger tasted, nor to' evil unknown 
Opening the way, but of divine effect 805 

To open eyes, and make them Gods who taste ! 
And hath been tasted such. The serpent wise, 
Or not restrain'd as we, or not obeying, 

835. This first sl^ of idolatry In man is well introduced as an 
immediate consequence of the fall. The remaining portion of 
diis book may be considered, I thinic, as in some respecu superior 
to any other part of the poem. The mention of Adam, uncoa- 
scions of the cominic woe, weavin;^ flowers for Eve is exquisitely 
pathetic ; the mis8rivin|!r> ^ hi* ^^^rt on meeting: her. the descrip- 
tion of her agitated appearance, and the discourse, deep and pii^ 
rionate wMcii follows, are all conceived in the finest vdn o. 
tngki renios. In no other part of his poem had Milton su op- 
DOTtunlty of displayinff his power in the delineation of haaaa* 
miskm. W hehasheiy proved, that hMl his subject adidMed t, 
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Hath eatea of the fruit, and is become. 

Not dead, aa we are threaten'd, but thenceforA 01V 

Bndued with human voice and htunaa Mnaey 

Reanoning to admiration ; and with me 

Penuatirely hath so preTaif'd, that I 

Hare alao taAted, and hare also found 

Th' effects to correspond; opener'mine eyes, 87S 

Dim erst, dilated spirits, ampler heart. 

And growing up to Godhead ; wniob for ti&ee 

Chieflv I sought; without thee can despise: 

7or lms9, as thou hast part, to me is bliss ; 

Tedious, unshared with thee, and odious soon. 889 

Thou therefore also taste/ that equal lot 

If ay join us, equal joy, as equal love I 

Lest thou not tasting, different degree 

Diqoin OS, and I then too late renounce 

Deity for thee, when Fate will not permit. 88& 

Thus Ere, with count'nance blithe, her story told ; 
But in her cheek distemper flushing glow'd. 
On th' other side, Adam, soon as he heard 
The fatal trespass done by Bve. amazed, 
Astonied stood and blank, while horror chill 890 
Ran through his veins, and all his joints relaxed ; 
From his slack hand the garland, wreath'd for Ere, 
Down dropt, and all the faded roses shed. 
Speechless he stood and pale, till thus at leng^, 
First to himself, he inward silence broke : 805 

O fairest of creation, last and best 
Of all God's works, Creature in whom excell'd 
Whatever can to sight or thought be form'd. 
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or sweet ! 
How art thou lost ! how on a sudden lost! 900 

Defaced, deflow'r'd, and now to deiith derotel 
Rather, How hast thou yielded, to transgress 
The strict forbiddance f how to violate 
The sacred fruit forbidden f Some cursed fraud 
Of enemy hath beguiled thee, yet unknown, 90S 
And me with thee hath ruin'd I for with thee 
Certain my resolution is to die. 
How can I live without thee I how forego 
Thy sweet converse and love so dearly join'd, 
To live again in these wild woods,forioml 910 

Should God create another Eve, and I 
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Anofher rib mfltatf . yet Joss of thee 

Would nerer from my heart No, no, I feel 

The link of ittture draw me : flesh of flesh. 

Bine of my bone thou art ; and from thy state 01S 

Mine nerer shall be parted, bliss or woe. 

So harinp aaid, a« «ne from sad dismay 
Becomforted, and after thoughts disturb'd 
Submitting to what seei»'d remediless. 
Thus in calm mood his words to Eve he tnm'd : 0S9 

Bold deed thou hast presumed, adventtow Eve, 
And peril great provoked, who thus hatt dared, 
Had it been only coveting to eye 
That sacred fruit, sacred to abstinence. 
Much mora to taste it, under ban to touch. 9SI 

But past who can recall, or done undo t 
Not Crod omnipotent, nor Pate : yet so 
Perhaps tbmi shalt not die ; perhaps the fact 
Is not so hainous now, foretaited fruit. 
Profaned first by the serpent, by him first 930 

Made comitaon and unhallow'd ere our tauite; 
Nor yet on him found deadly, he yet lives ; 
Lives, as thou saidst, and gains to lire as Man -. 
Higher degree of life : inducement strong 
To us, m likely tailing, to attain 039 

Proportional ascent, which cannot be ' 
But'to be Gods, or Angels Demi-Gods. 
Nor can I think that God, Creator wise. 
Though threat'ning, will in earnest so destroy 
Us his prime oceatures, dignify'd so high* MO 

Set over all his works, which in o«r fall. 
For us created, needs with us must &il. 
Dependent made : so God shall uncreate* 
Be frustrate, do, undo, and labour Idie, 
Not well CDnceived of God, who tho' hk poVr MS 
Creation could repeat, yet would be loth 
tTs to abolish, lest the Adversary 
Triumph and say, Vickie their state whom God 
Most favours : who can please him long? Me font 
He ruin'd, now Mankind. Whom will he next t OM 
Matter of scorn, not to be giv'n the Foe. 
However, I with thee have fix'd my lot, 
Oert2un to undergo like doom. If death 

939. Hahnoutt to tpelt by MUton, fron the Fraadi kmm n a. 
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Contort with thee, death is to me m Mi» I 

So forcible withiu my heart I fee2 ' 9M 

The bund of nature draw me to my oimt 

My own in thee I for what thou art ia min« i 

Our state cannot be aevered ; we are one. 

One flesh. To lose tliee were to loso myself. 

So Adam ; and thus ISye to him reply'dx 0ti 

O glorious trial of exceedii^ loTc^i 
Ulustriou* evidence I example high I 
Engaging m« to«mulate, but short 
Of thy perfection, how shaU I attam, 
Adam ? from whose dear side I boast me sprang, fliu 
And gladly if ouv union hear thee spei^, 
One hear% one soul in both ; whereof goo^ proof 
This day afTords, declaring thee resolved, 
Rathar than death or aught th»n deafh more di«ad 
ShaU separate os, link'd iu love so dear, 079 

To undergo with me one guilt, one crimt. 
If any be, of tasting this fair fruit, 
WlwMe Tirtoe (for of good still good prooaeds. 
Direct, or by occasion) hath preatnted 
This happy trial of thy love, which else VfS 

So emmently never had been known. 
Were it I thought death menaced would en«M 
This my attempt, I would sustain alone 
The worst, and not persuade thee : rather die 
Deserted, than oUige thee withA Uct 9M 

Pernicious to thy peace, chiefly assured 
Remarkably so late of thy so true. 
So faithful lure, mequal'd ; but I feel 
F^r otherwiiie th' event ; not death, but life 
Augmented, open'd eyes, new hopes, new joys, 965 
Taste so divine, that what of sweet before 
Hath tbuch'd my flense, flat seems to this, cndhatsh. 
On my experience, Adam^ freely taste ; 
And fear of death deliver to the winds. 

So saying, she embraced him, end for joy 9M 

flflO. There is frest beauty and the tniett piMion hi this pio* 
tore of Eve. It well preptres the mind for the fall of Adain^ whs 
to repreaented is sinnini; more throuifh the tntoxlcation of love 
. and fondaeis than any i^orance of his danfvr. What a niafni> 
tcent scene has the poet for the Arst act of the fsarful traf^yl 
The rreat theatre of the unlven^e flUed with da^kflKs and horror, 
and the earth and elements sofferinf with a myaterlous conscious 
■ess of ruin. 
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TendOTly wept} maeh wtm fhat he bia lore 
Had.so ennobled, aa of choice t' incur 
Divine displeMore for her sake, or death. 
bi reotrnpeBSQ (for aaeh comjdiance bad 
Such reoompenstf best merits) from the beogh MS 
Sttie gare him of that fair enticing fruit 
Vith liberal h|md-: he scrupled not to eat 
Agamst his better luaowledge $ not deceived, 
.kt fondly overcome, with female charm. 
Earth trembled from her entrails, as again lOM 
In pangs ; and Natqf« gave • second gioan ; 
Sky louffd, and, muttering thunder, some sadt drops 
Wept at completing of the mortal sin 
Original ; while Adam took no thought, - 
Eating his fill; nor Eie to iterate * lOM 

Her forufer trespass fear'd, the more to sooth 
Him with hAr loved society, that now, 
As with new wine intoxicated boHi, 
They swim in mirth, and fancy that they feel 
Divinity within thevi bre#iing wings IDIO 

Wherewith to scorn the earth : but that false fruit 
Par other opesation first display'd ; '' 

Carnal desire inflaming : he on Bve 
Began tp oust lascivious eyes ; she him 
As wantonly repaid. In lust they bum : ]#lft 

TilV Ada9 thos 'gan J|Kre to daMiance move : 
£iiie,'now I see tbeu art exact ff taste, *" 
And elegant, of sapience no small part. 
Since to each meaning savouf we spply. 
And palate call judicious. 1 the pyaise MM 

Yield thee, so well this day tb«n haj^t purrey'd. 
Much plea^re we hfve lost while we abstaia'd 
From this delightful fruit, nor knowtt till now 
True felish, tasting. If soah pleasure he 
In things to us foTbidd'n, it Uright be wish'd, lOSft 
For this one tree had been forbidden ten. 

1000. A eommeDtator has expressed his wonder that Adtia 
shewed no astonishment at the^ convulsions.— Hud he been ieno- 
ranl of his f u*'» he would have done so, but he was aware of the 
crime be was committing, and the same fiisclnadon which made 
Um br«ali the Itnown coniniand of his Creator, prevented his re- ^ 
rardinjr these tijfns of hU wrath, it may also be conjectnred 
Oiat awful as they were, the confusion of thouifht tnd pos^a 
irith ihlJh he wJ a^taied mi^tn hinder his ghlDf them tbdr 
(.roper and terrible InierprelMieD. 
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B«t oooM* fo w«U refir«di'd, now l«t vs pby. 

As meet it, after each deliciooe fare ; 

For nerer did tliy beaatf nnce the day 

I saw thee IbnMt and wedded ^ee, adorn'd J$tB 

With all perfectioiM, eo inflame my senae 

With ardour to enjoy thee ; fairer 90W 

Than ever, bovaty of tiua Tirtnons tree. 

So aaid he; and fiMAore not glance or toy 
Of amcntnia intent : well understood IMI 

Of Ere, whose eye darted omitagioas Are. 
Her hand he seised^ and to a shady bank. 
Thick #rerhead with Terdant roof imbower^i* 
He led her, nothing loth. Plow'rs were the oeadi» 
Pansies, and violets, and asplMdel, IMt 

And hyacinfti, earth's freshest softest lap. 
There they their fkll of lo^e and lore's disport 
Took largely, of their mutual guilt the seal, 
Tl^ solace of their sin, till dewy sleep 
OpiMress'd them, wearied with their amorous play. 
Sofp as the £>rce of that AUlacious fmit, IMt 

That with exhilarating Tapour bland 
About dieir spirits had play'd, and inmost pow'rs 
Made err, was no«r exhaled, and grosser sleep 
Bred of unkindly fumes, with conscious ^«ams lOM 
Inenmber'd, now had left them, up they rose 
As from unrest, and each the «ther vier«Hn|^ 
Seen foiAd their eyes how open'd, and their \ 
How darkened. Innocence, that as a Toit 
Had shadow*d them fi^m knowing ill, was gone ; 
Svutk confidence, apd natire righteousness, IMS 

And honour fromabopt them, naked left 
fb guilty shame; he eorer'd, bfit his robiB 
UnooTor'd more. 60 tose the Banite strong 
Herculean Samson from the harlot-lap lOM 

Of Philisttan' DaUlah,«nd waked 
Shorn of his strength. They destitute and bare 
Of all their rirtue : silent, and in face 
Confounded long they sat, as stmiftL^n mnt>, 

IM9. The pMNRe followiiif to prlodMlly copied fhm Hoomt. 
A sad would be exceptionabi« did ft not forra part of the swral ot 
^ dis paen : what a contrast, it haa been well observed, to OK loie 



contrast, il 
ed to that I 
lOftS. i/e, refers to shane^Bich to personiAed. 



e here descrtbed to that in the eirtath bo 

D shane,jrbich to pel 
. Salmon was ot 9&B tribe of Dan. 
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nil Adam, tlMugk not 'lew than Ev« abashM, lOOS 
At length grav« ntt'rance to these words, constndn'd : 

O Eve 1 in eril hour tho« didst give ear 
Tv that false worm, q£ whomsoever taught 
Xo eounterfeit Man's -voice, tnte in our fall. 
False in oar promised rising I Sinee onr ejt» WT9 
Open'd we find indeed, and find we know 
Both good and evil ; good lo^ and otU got 1 
Bad fruit of knowledge, if this ble to know 
Which leaves us naked thus, of honour Toid, 
Of innocence, of faith, of purity, 107S 

Our wonted ornaments now soil'd and stain'd, . 
And in our faces evident tiie signs 
Of foul concuinscenoe ; whence evil store ; 
E'en shame, the last of evils : of the first 
Be sure then. How shall I behold the face lOM 
Henceforth of Crod or Angel, ent with joy 
And raptmre so' oft beheld t those heav'nly shapes 
Will dazzle now this earthly with their blase, 
Insufferably bright! O might I here 
In solitude live savage, in some glade 1665 

Obscured, vrhere highest woods impenetrable 
To star or sun4ight, spread their umbrage broad, 
And brown as vw'ningl Cover* me, ye Pines ; 
Te Cedars, vrith innumerable boughs 
Hide me, whare I may never see diem more. 1090 
But let us now, as in bad plight, devise 
What best may for the present serve to hide 
The parts of each from o^er, that seem most 
To shame obnoxious, and unseemliest seen ; 
Some tree, whose broad smooth leaves together •ew'd. 
And girded on our loins, may cover round lOM 

Those middle parts, that this new comer, Shama, 
Them sit not, and reproach us as unclean. 
So counsel'd he ; and both together went 
Into the thickeatt wood ; there soon they chose IIM 
The fig-tree ; not that kind for fruit renown'd. 
But such as at tiiis day, to Indians known 
In Malabar or Deccan, spreads her arms 
Branching so broad and long, that in the gri^rand 
The bended tvrigs take root, and daughters grow 1 IM 
About the mothertree, a pillar'd shade 

1103. Mmlabmr, a pwt oftlw EMt ladlet. In which li the Uaff 
dom of Oeceia. 

L3 
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High ef«r«A'A, wU ■ntiri«g wallu lirtwiMt 
TWerettfttk* iBdian kerdaman, ahaiBaiag he«l^ 
SlMhen in cool, and taads lua p— nu'lpg hcrtb 
At loop haim cat ttoo^gk ftirfcait rtad w 1Vom1m»w 
Th«7 gmtkcr'd, hnod m A— niwt tmrse> lUl 

And witk wkat akiU Aoy kad togtdka aew'd. 
To gifd dMir waioC Yain cor o r ia g, if Id hido 
Tkeir8:«iltaBddraad^ahaaMi O how valiko 
To that int naked gkwyl S«di of lata lllS 

ColaaiWa fDuid th*' AflMiican, ao gut 
With feather'd cuctua, nakod ebe^and wild 
AaoBg tike treos on iaioa and woody ahona. 
Thva fenced, and M they tiMoght, their ahaaae ia poorC 
Corer'd, hot not at reat or eaae of ound, lUt 

They eat them down to weep ; nor only teava 
Baia'd at their eyea, hot high winda wone within 
Began to riae» hi|^ paaaiowa, anger, hate, 
MJatmat, aaaptcion, diacwd, and Aorfc aor» 
Their inward atate of mind : cahn region once lUB 
And fbU of peace, now tatf and tarbolont; 
For nnderatanding ruled not, and the wiD 
Heard not her km, both in ankjeetiaa now 
To aenaoal appetile, who from b en eath 
Uavrping over aor'ieign reaaon, daim'd IIM 

Sapwior away. Fnnn thna diatemper'd breaat, 
Adam, eatranged in look and alter'd atyle, 
_ Speech intermitted thna to Bto renew'd: [aCay*d 

Would flioa hadat h e a r ken'd to my worda, and 
With nie,aa I beaooght thee, when that atrange 1131 
Deaire of wand'ring thia unhappy mom, 
I know not whence, poaaeaa'd thee; we had then. 
Remain'd atill happy, not, aa now, doflfoO'd 
Of all oar good, ahamed, naked, miaerable. 
Let none henceforth aeek needleaa caaae torapprore 
The luth they owe : when eameatly they asek. 1141 
Soch proof, condnde, they then begin to fiuL [Ere : 

To whmn, aoon mored with touch of Uame, thna 
What wordis hare paaa'd thy lipa, A4am, aoTere I 
ImpQt'at thoa that to my default, or will 1149 

Of wand'Mng, aa thoa call 'at it, whi<di who knowa 
But might aa ill hare happen'd thou being by. 
Or W thyaelf perhi^ f Uadst thou been there. 
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Or here fk' attempt, thoa couldst not have dMcem'd 
Fraud in the Serpent, epeaking as he epake ; IIM 
No ground of enmity between ua known, 
Why he should meaa Bie ill, or seek to harm. 
Was I to have ne'er jHuted from thy side t 
As good have grown there still, a lifeless rib I 
Being ai I am, why didst not thou, the head, 1151 
Command me absolutely not to go. 
Going into such danger as thou saidst t 
Too facile then thou didst not much gainsay. 
Nay, didst permit, approre, and fair dismiss. 
Hadst thou been firm and ftx'd in thy dissent, IIM 
NeiUier had I transgress'd, nor thou with me. 

To whom then, first incensed, Adam reply'd : 
Is this the lo^e, is this the recompense 
Of mine to thee, ingrateful Ere, express'd 
Immutable when thou wert lost, not I, 110ft 

Who might have lived and joy'd immortal bliss. 
Yet willingly chose rather death with thee t 
And cteoi I now upbraided as the cause 
Of thy transgressing t not enough severe. 
It seems, in thy restnyjnt. What could I more f 1170 
I wam'd thee, I admonish'd thee, foretold 
The dai%er, and the luriung enemy 
That lay in wait. Beyond this had been force ; 
And force upon free-will hath here no place. 
But confidence then bore thee on, secure 1178 

Either to meet no danger, or to find 
Matter of glorious trial ; and perhaps 
I also err'd in orermuch admiring 
What seem'd in thee so perfect, that I thought 
No evil durst attempt thee ; but I rue IIM 

That error now, which is become my crime, 
And thou th' accuser. Thus it shall befall 
Him who, to worth in women overtrusting, 
Lets her will rule. Restraint she will not brook ; 
And left to' herself, if evil thence ensue, 1185 

Sh^ first his weak indulgence will adcuse. 

Thus they in mutual accusation spent 
The fruitless hours, but neither self-condemning : 
And of their vain contest appear'd no end. 
1170. Mv mtnint la found in tome editfont. 

1183. Bentley kmU, uwimm; but the tnodtion irom the da* 
fiilar to the piiinl, •• in taif pwMge, !■ n 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

fiMl4*Ci 4 (id mujrn ii|j id Hmntn id niipnt^c ilatfir tlfUfthfc^ md 
•ri: B|i|jrave4i CJod ili^tuiMH: itiAl th« eutrmct rV (iMSJii t&iii4 twt 
be by [iH^ib piwcjjtutn. Hv ^ini* liJai^^ih u* htbiJift thi! traunfitB^ 
■^n, ^^ItD dckOijjib 3J|4 £11^^ *«Liiructf ificoTUliifJr : tJKn In pit]' 
ckiUKi Ihttm (wtli, ftjia h:-iiH:tud*. liin iird LkaLJj. dm ur ail l!D«n 
■it rti! funs of Hcllr br «awln>ili rfntpaihT AjcUitjf itTc Ftfcca* 
or Svtuii Ik tJil* rjc* wtirld, md ihitr niu bt >Ia.ii ilttfc eoisltiJ^Utfd, 
THoLvb uh ill itu l^Htger ^!r>ultDed Lji M4fti,'>iii itj riUli^H^iusa ibeir 
diT up la tbe place ^ i^liit, fti moLf flir- wav cV^ fmm H^ 
Id likli world M> Aod frc, Umj paF« b hr^mii tti^hvij or IhM4;v 
<n>cr Cbfutft, BrrnntiiBff m tite tnurk tint Saau tiril Eiude ; then, 

firtiarltif UH EarUi, Iku?j hh^E Jilni^ ijruurl nr kitb lucttrfti, tlturb- 
Rf ED MtJk ibcir DfaliAl irnEuki»l>r»t]^ JkUa» tm^ro HtPMflde- 
mahltwijEt Akti AMaibtj c«4«u-.p i«»iIj brtftfellnK hkq iiW«;M«!l4nil 

— "^- ^ ^-^ " -i-!tf ■»» rtddenlt to** 



>JL hii Auibjfkkc«, irxuJ^ortfkffl irieii liin«lf stw Mddenit E 
itfpiflt^ urcordJUK |o li^ Jckhh fti^n 1q |*IHr«dll*i lW» M)*aw 
wlLh H Hhow Df Lbc r.jriitLli34.'n En^e fepriuffluf uji bcAit* tk«ii>^ lii«f 
n-LolLlj nwhln^ lo L«kt? nf the fruit. rbv<^ dtktl und bktrr Opfaek 
Tbc prwretxlluo e>f silth luil DctUt : Crud CirtHi-tli Ehe fliHli i^lcfritr 
of hb^n Okrr (b?Ui^ feixl Uh{: rtm^VlHif OiTall ULlik|r«H but brtfa* 
pit^Kiat^uiMtuuid* bk Anvtii' Lo lUike uv^'nH ultentlQiH In ilic 
H»veEU ijtij trl^airuu- A«IiuB| niantjinii su'src jirrcf i*iii|^ hi* 
'ULkia ciindtttuit, bi^vllj bumib, n^K'S Uiti rofidDliKiK n| at Eve ; 



l|v EH*rel*l«, «nd Bt Icnftli BftcuJMCii hint : thuoj, l[i «?iB£it' IJic curK 

vbji^ he Bpiimva ant; bOl, CDkicel f Litjf bclEcr bujic. patt lief id 
AlDd of LJ34} Ulfi i^tmciiliK! nuaJr- lhrt», tluc )>rF Strcd iboulEl b* 
rt^tnfiti OB Ihf^ S«-i«nt^ ti>d ifVlkorts lii»r mtli h)jn id iAck 

MxANWHiuB the bainouB and despiteful act 

Of Satan done in Paradise, and how 

He in the serpent had perverted Ete, 

Her husband she, to taste the fatal fruitt 

Was known in HeaT'n : for what can 'sci^ ttkt tj% 

Of God all-seeing, or deceive his heart ' 6 

Omniscient I who in all things wise and jnat* 

Hinder'd not Satan to attempt the mind 

Of Man, with etrengih entire, and free-will ani'd. 

Complete to have discorer'd and repulsed 110 

Whatever wiles of foe or seeming Mend. [ber'd 

For still they knew, and ought to' have still remem- 

The high injunction not to taste that fhiit 

Whoever tempted : which they not obeying, 

1. There to more of action, m Addtoon has well obterred, la 
tfris book dMD In any other, and all the characten of the poea 
isa made to paoa in qaick aiicceMlon before the rsader. 
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f ocnrr'd (what coald they less ?) the peB«lty» 18 
And manifold in sin, detterved to fall. 
Up into Heav'n from Paradise in haste 
Th' Angelic ipiards asoended, mute and sad 
For Man ; for of his state by this they knew. 
Much wond'ring how the subtle fiend had stolen M 
Entrance unseen. Soon as th' unwelcome news 
From Earth arrired at Heaven-gate, displeased 
All were who heard : dim sadness did not spare 
That time celestial visages ; yet, mix'd 
With pity, violated not their bliss. Sft 

About the new-arrived, in multitudes 
Th* ethereal people ran, to hear and know 
How all befell : they tow'rds the throne supreme* 
Accountable, made haste to make appear 
With righteous plea their utmost vigilance, 80 

And easily approved ; when the Most High 
Eternal Father, from his secret cloud. 
Amidst in thunder, utter'd thiu his voice : 

Assembled Angels, and ye Pow'rs retum'd 
nom unAuccessfoJ charge, be not dismay'd 38 

Nor troubled at these tidings from the earth, 
Which your sincerest care could not prevent, 
- Foretold so lately what would come to paw. 
When first this tempter cross'd the gulf from Hell. 
I told ye then he should prevail and speed 40 

On his bad errand ; Man should be sbdnced 
And flatter'd out of all, believing lies 
Against his Maker ; no decree of mine 
Concurring to necessitate his fall, 
Or touch Mrith lightest moment of impulse 45 

His free-will, to her own inclining left 
In even scale. But fell'n he is ; and now 
What rests, but that the mortal sentence pass 
On his trans^ession, death denounced that day ; 
Which he presumes already Tain and void* 80 

Because not yet inflicted, as he fear'd. 
By some immediate stroke ; but soon shall find 
Forbearance no acquittance, ere day end. 
Justice shall not return as bounty scoru'd. 

Si. MLt*d wUh pUf mast be read w in a psrenth»Is, acaoi*. 
Iiir tu Witfbarton ; the ides of ucellc aadnos thM aofleaed bdaf 
fenrjaataudbeaatiriil. 
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Bnt wlMNB Mn4 I to jitdgetbeml WlMmfeotliwe, 15 

Vicegerent Son 1 To thee I have truuferr'd 

All judgmentt whether in HeaT'n, or Earth, or HeU. 

Easy it may be aeen that I intend 

Mercy ooUeagno with justice, sending thee 

Man's Friend, hU Mediator, his design'd m 

Both Ransom and Redeemer Toluntary, 

And destined Man himsdf to judge Man faU'm. 

So spake the Father, and unfolding bright 

Tow'rd the right hscnd his glory, on the Soa 

Blaxed forth unclouded Deity : he foil ff 

Resplendent all his Father manifest 

Express'd, and thua diTinely answered mild : 

Father Eternal, thine is to decree ; 
Mine, both in Hear^ and Earth, to do thy Wffl 
Supreme, that thou in me, thy Son belored, 79 

May'Mt erer rest wdl pleased. I go to judge 
On earth these thy transgressors ; bnt thou know'st. 
Whoever judged, die worst on me must light. 
When time shall be, fi>r so I undertook 
Before thee ; and not repenting, 4his obtain 75 

Of right, that I may mitigiite their doom 
On me derired ; yet I shall temper so 
Justiflt va^ mercy*, as may illustrate most 
Them fully satisfy'd, and thee appease. 
Attendance none shall need, nor train where none M 
Are to behold the judgment, bnt the judged. 
Those two. The third, best absent, is condemn'd, 
Conrict by flight, and rebel to all law 
Conriction to the serpent zume belongs. 

Thus saying, from his radiant seat he rose 85 

Of high coUaf ral glory' : him Thrones and Pow'rB, 
Princedoms and Dominations ministrant. 
Accompanied to HeaTon-gate ; from whence 
Eden and all the coast in prospect lay. 
Down he descended straight : the speed of Gods M 
Time counts not, tho' with swiftest minutes wing'd. 
Now was the sun in western cadence low 
From noon, and gentle airs due at their hour 

M. John T. a«-»T. ». Pi. Ix»w. It. 

74. Aooordfng-to Book ilL Une OS. 
f 1. lUuHrmU moct, nhew or prove mcmi eleulf. 

n. Gca. la. i, and foUowiof verMS. 
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To fan the earth, now waked, and usher in 

The eVning cool, when he from wrath more cool, M 

Came the mild Judge and Intercessor both. 

To sentence Man. . The voice of God they heard 

Now walking in the garden, by soft winds 

Brought to their ears, while day declined : they heard. 

And from his presence hid themselves among 100 

The thickest trees, both aan and wife, till God 

AppToaching, thus to Adam call'd aloud : 

Where art thou, Adam ? wont with joy to meet 

My coming, seen far off! I miss thee here. 

Not pleased, thtis entertain'd with solitude, 10ft 

Where ohrious duty* erewhile appear'd unsought : 

Or come I less conspicuous ! or what change 

Absents thee, or what chance detains ? Come forth. 

He came, and with him Eve, more loth, tho' first 
T' offend, discount'nanced both, and diMompoeed : 110 
Lore was not in their looks, either to God 
Or to each other, but apparent guilt, , 

And shame, and perturbation, and despair. 
Anger, and obstinacy', and hate, and gtule. 
Whence Adam, falt'ring long, thus answer'd brief: 
I heard thee in the garden, and o^ tUfy voice IM 
Afraid, being naked, hid myself. To wham 
The gracious Judge, without revile, itply'd: 
My voice thou oft hast heard, and hast not fear'd. 
But still rejoiced : how is it now become 190 

So dreadful to tlte^ ? That thou'rt naked, who 
Hath told thee I Hast thou eaten of the tree 
Whereof I gave tbee charge thou shouldst not eat 1 

To whom thus Adam, sore beset, reply'd : 

Heav'n t in evil strait this day I stand 190 
Before my Judge, either to undei^ 

Mys^f the total crime, or to accuse 
My other self, the partner of my life; 
Whose failing, while her faith to me remains, 

1 should conceal, and not expose to blame 180 
By my complaint ; but strict necessity 

Subdues me, and calamitous constraint, 

Lest on my head both sin and punishment. 

However insupportable, be all 

Devolved ; tho', should I hold my peace, yet tiiov lU 

Wooldst easily detect what I eoiaceal. 
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Thia Woman, whom thoa mad'st to )m my h«^ 

And graT'st me aa thy perfect gift, ao good. 

So ftt* Ml acceptable, so dirine. 

That from her hand I could raipect no iU ; 141 

And what she did, whatever iji itself. 

Her doing seem'd to justify the deed ; 

She gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 

To whom the Stfv'reign Presence thus reply'd : 
Was she thy God, that her ttttu didst obey 14f 

Before his voice t or was she made thy guide, 
Superior, or but equal, that to her 
Thou didst resign thy manhood, and the place 
Wherein God set thee 'bove her, made of thee. 
And for thee, whose perfection fsr excell'd IM 

Hers in aH real dignity t Adom'd 
She was indeed, and lovely to attract 
Thy love, not thy sul^ection ; and her gifts 
' Were such as under government well seem'd. 
Unseemly to bear rule, which was thy part 159 

A|^d person, hadst thou known thyself aright. 

So having said, he thus to Eve in few : 
Say, Woman, what is this which thou hast done t 

To whom sad Eve, jvith shame nigh ovurwhelm'd, 
Confessing «on, j/^t not before her Judg^ IM 

Bold or loqttaeleus, thueabash'd, reply'd : 
The Serpent me beguiled, and I did eat. 

Which when theiiord God heai-d, without delay 
To judgment he proceeded on th' accused 
Serpent, thou>ch brute, unable to transfer 101 

The guilt on him who aaade him instrament 
Of mischief, and polluted from the end 
Of his creation ; justly then accursed. 
As vitiated in nature : more to know 
Concem'd not Man (since he no further knew) 17t 
Nor alter'd his offence ; yet God at last 
To Satan, first in sin, his doom applied. 
Though in mysterious terms, judged as then beat ; 
And on the serpent thus hia curse let fall : 

15«. Pentn, here SMd In the wdm of tte Ladn ftnmm^ cte- 
rscter. 

l«a. Warbaiton conjectures from tfiis ii«M«re that Milton hai 
aoc the Inreutlon when he wrote it. of maklnf Michael five Adam 
'*"|Hifomimiloi on redemption which it found in the xUth book. 

I ha aot ao, the patMfe as he obaervet It out of place. 



th«» 
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BecMUW thou hast done this, thoa art accmved 178 
Above all cattle, each beast of the field ; 
Up(m thy belly grovling thoa shalt go, 
And dost shalt eat all the days of thy Ut%, 
Between thee and the Woman I will put 
Eniflity, and between thine and her seed : IM 

Her Seed shall bmise tl^y head ; thou bruise UiheeL 

So spake this Oracle, then verted 
When Jesus, Son of If ary, second Eve, 
Saw Satan fall like lightning down from HeaVn, 
Prince of the air ; then, rising from his grave, IM 
Spoil'd principalities and powers, triumph'd 
In open show, and, with ascension bright. 
Captivity led captive through the air. 
The realm itself of Satan long usurp'd ; 
Whom he shall tread at last under our feet ; 19* 
£'en he who now foretold his fatal bruise. 
And to the Woman thus his sentence tum'd: 
Thy sorrow I will greatly multiply 
By thy oonceptiim : Children thou shalt bring 
In sorrow forth ; and to thy husband's will 105 

Thine shall submit : he over tiiee shall rule. 

On Adam last thus judgment Itb prooounoid : 
Because thou'st hftarkeu'd to th' voice of thy wife. 
And eaten of the tree, conciti^g which 109 

I chai^d thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat thereof; 
Cursed is the ground for thy atke ; thou in sorrow 
Shalt eat thereof all the days of thy life : 
TboAis also' and thistlea it shall bring thee forth 
Unhid; and thou shalt eat th' herb of the field; 
In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, tOft 
Till fhovL return unto the ground ; for thou 
Out of the gnround wast taken (know thy birth) ; 
For dust thou art, and shalt to dust return. 

So judged he Man, both Judge ftnd Saviour sent. 
And th' instant stroke of death denounced, that day 
Removed fto* off; then pitying how they stood Sll 
Before him naked to the air, thaf now 
Must suffer change, disdain'd not to begin 
Thenceforth the form of servant to assume. 



114. There are Mvertl altarioM to Scripture in this and the 
- -ol.H. 15. Pfclxvil' - 

914. Philip. U.T. 



IbUowlDf lines, Luke'x. iS^Eph. ttl'a. Coi.\V. is. Ps. luM, Vk 
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A» when he wash'd his ■errants' feet, fo now, fU 

As Father of his family, he clad 

Their nakedness with skins of heasts, or slain. 

Or as the snake with yonthfal coat repaid ; 

And thought not much to clothe his enemies : 

Nor he their outward only with the skins SSt 

Of beasts, but inward nakedness, much more 

Oppro b r i ous, vilh his robe of righteousness, 

Arraying, corer'd fnm his Father's sight. 

To him with swift ascent he up retum'd. 

Into his Uissfnl bosom re-assumed tU 

In glory, as of old ; to him appeased 

All, tho' all-knowing, what had pass'd with Man 

Recounted, mixing intercession sweet. 

Meanwhile ere thus was sinn'dandjudgpad on Barth, 
Within the gates of Hell sat Sin and Death, SM 
In conntenriew within the gates, that now 
Stood open wide, belching outrageous flame 
Far into Chaos, since the Fiend pass'd through. 
Sin opening, who thus now to Death began : 

O Son, why sit We here each other riewing SSft 
Idly, while Satan our great author thriTes 
In oilMr iM>rld8,#nd happier seat prorides 
For us, his offspring dear t It cfnnot be 
But that success aflenis htm ; if mishap. 
Ere this he had retum'd, with fury driven M9 

By his avengers, lince no place like this 
Can flt his punishment, or their revenge. 
Methinks I feel new strength within me rise. 
Wings growing, and doninion given me large 
Beyond this deep ; whatever draws me on. Ml 

Or sympathy, or some connaf ral force, 
iV>Wrful at greatest distance, to unite 
With secret amity things of like kind 
By secretest conveyance. Thou my shade 
Inseparable, must with me along ; S5f 

For Death from Sin no power can separate. 



sie. 1 



,. It WM foraerly believed Oat Mine i __ ^ 

■ like Mwket: bat ttie mott common rappocitioo Is, thst die 

•kins mentloiMd tn thlt pert of Scrlptare hMoiy were tkoee of 

SBimslt offered in ncrilce, wUch It U ireiieraay rappoeed wen 

ostltated in the esrUert period of man's exiMeace. 

S3S. iMish Ixi. 10. 

tm aimn^d miJMdgtdf tnpenosal veibh 



BOOK X. 215 

Bmt left the difficulty of paaomg back 
Stay bis return perhaps over this gulf 
2mpassab1e» impervious, let us try 
Advent'rous work, yet to thy pow'r and mint SM 
Not unagreeable, to found a path 
Over this nuun from Hell to that New World 
Where Satan now prevails, a monument 
Of merit high to all th' infernal host, 
Easing their passage hence, for intercourse MO 

Or transmigration, as their lot shall lead. 
Nor can 1 miss the way, so strongly drawn 
By this new-felt attrbction and instinct. 

Whom thus the meagre Shadow answer'd soon : 
Go whither Fate and inclination strong 909 

Leads thee ; I shall not lag behind, nor err 
The way, thou leading, such a scent I draw 
Of carnage, prey innumerable, and taste 
The savour of Deatli from all things there that live : 
Nor shall I to the work thou enterprisest 270 

Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid. 

So sa3ning, with delight he snuff'd the smell 
Of mortal change on earth. As when a flock 
Of ravenous fowl, though many a league remote. 
Against the day of battle, to a field ' S70 

Where armfifs lie encamp'd, come flying, lured 
With scent of living carcases design'd 
For death the foUowing day, in bloody fight ; 
So scented the grim Feature, and uptum'd 
His nostril wide into the murky air, S80 

Sagacious of his quarry from so far. 
Then both from out Hell-gates into the waste 
Wide anarchy of Chaos, damp and da1rk. 
Flew diverse, and with pow'r (their pow'r was gfreat) 
Hov'ring upon the waters, what they met, 885 

Solid or slimy, as in raging sea 
Tost up and down, together crowded drove 
From each side shoaling towards the mouth of HeD : 
As when two polar winds, blowing adverse 
Upon the Cronian sea, together drive 900 

Mountains of ice> that stop th' imagined way 

900. Nor eiTf nor aditake. 
980. Cr»Hian 4ca, toe ivrthern froien ocmn,^»P*t9orm, apro- 
TlDce Ml the north eailem cxtrteitv of Mweovv.-^CslMsM 
sMif. the north or ChlM. 
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Beyond Petsora eastward, to the rich 

Cathaian coast. The aggregated soil 

Death with his mace petrific, cold and dry, 

Am with a trident «mote» and fix'd a* ftrm WS 

Am Deloe floating once ; tiie rest his look 

Bound with Garg<mian rigour not to more ; 

And with Asphaltic slime, broad as the gate* 

Deep to the routs of Hell the gaiher'd beach 

They fJMten'd, and the mole immense wrought on 9M 

Over the foaming deep high arch'd, a bridge 

Of length prodigious, joining to the wall 

Immoveable of this now fenceless world 

Forfeit to Death : hom hence a passage broad* 

Smooth, easy, inoffensive down to HelL SM 

60, if great things to small may be compared, 

Xerxes, the liberty of Greece to yoke, 

Frmn Susa his Memnonian palace high 

Came to the sea, and over Hellespont 

Bridging his way, Europe with Asia join'd, 310 

And scourged with many a stroke th' indignant waves. 

Now had they brought the work by wondrous art 

Pontifical, a ridge of pendent rock. 

Over the vex'd abyss, following the track 

Of Satan to the self-same place where he 915 

First lighted from his wing, and landed safe 

From out of Chaos, to the outside bare 

Of this round world. With pins of adamant 

And chains they made all fast, too fast they made 

And durable ; and now in little space 3S^ 

The confines met of Empyrean Hear'n 

An'* of this Worid, and on the left hand Hell 

Wi* Ji long reach interposed : three ser'ral ways 

In sight, to each of these three places led. 

And now their way to Earth they had descry'dy 1S5 

To Paradise first tending, when, behold, 

Satan, in litepess of an Angel bright, 

Wt, After tt became the birthplace of ApoUo, DekM cetMi, k 
b Mid, 10 Host M fbroierly. 

S04. Mttt. vU. IS. 

SiS. Xerxa, uic king of PerUs, boiUa brldfe over the Helles- 
pont 10 InvMli Qnecc—Sum wss te capiial of SimIim, a pro. 
vince of Penis. 

SIS. The art of raidof 



•eeosDi, JUatt. xxu 41. 
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Betwixt the Oentaar and the Scorpion eteenng 
HiB xenith, while the sun in Aries rose. 
Disffuised he came ; but those his children dear 3M 
rheir parent soon discem'd, though in disguise. 
He, after 'Eve seduced, unminded slunk 
Into the wood fast by, and changing shape 
T' observe the sequel, saw his guileful act 
By Eve, though all unweeting, seconded SS5 

Upon her husband, saw their shame that sought 
Vain covertures ; but when he saw descend 
The Son of God to judge them, terrify'd 
He fled, not hoping to escape, but shun 
The present, fearing guilty what his wrath MO 

Might suddenly .inflict ; that pass'd, retum'd 
By night, and list'ning where the hapless pair 
Sat in their sad discourse, and various plaint. 
Thence gather'd his own doom, which understood 
Not instant, but of future time, with joy 345 

And tidings fraught, to Hell he now retum'd. 
And at the brink of Chaos, near the foot 
Of this new wondrous pontifice, unhoped 
Met who to meet him came, his ofispring dear. 
Great joy was at their meeting, and at sight 8M 
Of that stupendous bridge his joy increased. 
Long he admiring stood, till Sin, liis fair 
Enchanting daughter, thus the silence broke : 

O Parent, these are thy magniflc deeds. 
Thy trophies, which thou view'st as not thine own 1 
Thou art their author and prime architect : 350 

For I no sooner in my heart divined, 
My heart, which by a secret harmony 
Still moves with thine, join'd in connexion sweet. 
That thou on earth hadst prosper'd, which thy looks 
Now also evidence, but straight I felt, 861 

Tho' distant from thee worlds between, yet felt 
That I must after thee with this thy son ; 
Such fatal consequence unites us three : 
Hell could no longer hold us in her bounds, 365 
Nor this unvoyageaUe gulf obscure 
Detain from following thy illustrious track. 
Thou ha»t achieved our liberty, confined 
Within Hell-gates till now ; thou us impower'd 

39t. Tvavotd the obaemCion of Uriel, thr contellstioM ttMOOffll 
•«hich Sa«aD peated beiuf the mou dkaat flrom Arica. 
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To fordiy fkm far, and orerUy sn 

Wiih thia portcntoiu tnidg* the dfik mhjmL 
Thinm now is all this worU ; thy Tirtoe' hmA won 
What thy hands boUded not ; thy wisdom gain'd 
With odds what war hath lost, and folly *Tenged S74 
Oar foil in HeaT'n : here thoa shalt imman^ reign; 
There didst not ; there let him stiU Tidor sway. 
As battle hath adjudged, from this new world 
Retiring, by his own doom .<^enated, 
And bencefmrth mcmarchy witti thee divide 
Of all things parted by th' empyreal bounds, 38t 
His quadrature, from thy orbicular worid. 
Or try thee now more dangerous to his throne. 

Whom thus the Prince of darkness answer'd glad i 
Pair Daughter, and them Son and Grandchild both. 
High proof ye now have given to be the race 385 
Of Satan (for I glory in the name. 
Antagonist of Hear'n s Almighty King) ; 
Amply hare merited of me, of all 
Th' infernal empire, that no near Heav'n's door 
Triumphal with triumphal act have met, aM 

Mine with ibis glorious work, and made one reatan 
Hell and thu world, one realm, one continent 
Of easy thoroughfare. Therefore, while I 
Descend through darkness, on your road witit ease. 
To my associate Pow'rs, them to acquaint 30S 

With these successes, and with them rejoice^ 
You two this way, among these numerous orbs 
All yours, right down to Paradise descend ; 
There dwell and reign in bliifs, thence on the earth 
Dominion exercise, and in the air, ¥i% 

Chiefly on Man, sole lord of all declared ; 
Him first make sure your thrall, and lastly kill. 
My substitutes. I seAd ye, and create 
Plenipotent on earth, of matchless might 
Issuing from me. On your joint vigour now 46S 
Myhold of this new kingdom all depends, 
Through Sin to Death exposed by my exploit. 
If your joint pow'r prevail, th' affairs of Hell 
No detriment need fear. 60, and be strong. 

So saying, he dismissed them ; they with speed 410 
Their course through thickest constellations held, 

«r. Jmlmgmkt, Ihe tsnlwg of the Hebrew woni Saiui 
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SprMiding their bane ; the blasted ftan look'd wan. 
And idanetB, planet-atruck, real eclipse 
Then rafrer'd. Th' other way Satan went down 
The causey to Hell-^ate ; on either side 4tS 

Disparted Chaos over^built exclaim'd. 
And with rebounding surge the bars assail'd 
That scom'd his indignation. Through the gate* 
Wide open and unguarded, Satan pass'd. 
And all about found desolate ; for those 4M 

Appointed to sit there had left tlieir chai^. 
Flown to the upper world ; the rest were all 
Far to th' inland retired, about the walls 
Of PandemoniflMa, city and proud seat 
Of Lucifer, so by aUusion^all'd, 4S8 

Of that bright #tar to Satan paragon'd. 
There kept their watch the legions, while the Grand 
- In council sat, solicitous what chance 
Might intercept their emperor sent ; so he 
Departing, g^are command ; and they obserred. 430 
As when the Tartar from his Russian foe 
By Astracan over the snowjf plains 
Retires, or Bactrian Sophi from the horns 
Of Turkish crescent, leaves all waste beyond 
The realm of Aladule, in his retreat 435 

To Tauris or Gasbeen, so these the late 
Heav'n-banish'd host, left desert utmost Hell 
Many a dark league, reduced in careful watch 
Round their metropolis, and now expecting 
Each hour their grreat adrent'rer from the search 440 
Of foreign werlds ; he through the midst, unmark'd. 
In show plebeian Angel militant 
Of lowest order, pass'd ; and from the door 
Of that Plutonian hall, invisible. 
Ascended his high throne, which under state 44S 
Of richest texture spread, at th' upper end 
Was placed in regal lustre. Down a while 
He sat, and rounC mbout him saw, unseen. 

413. See Orid, Met. ii. 791. 
4aS. Parag<m*df from the French panMfOimer. 
43S. AMiracttn, a largcclty in one of the tolsnds of the Volfs. 
—Sophi, the kinc of PerdA. who U tcyled Bsctrian, from one of 
die richest of the PMIm province*. 

493. Aladule, the grrwter Armenia.— ToKri*, a dtyin Perda, 
now called Ecbataaa.— Ctuftewi, another great dtj In the nme 
eooBlry. 

R 
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At last, M fhnn a cloud, kU fulgent hMiA 
And dupe •tar-lnrigbt apfear'd, or brighter, clad 4t§ 
With what permiMire glory ^ce hi* fall - 
Waa left him, or fake glitter. All amaaed 
At that ao sudden blase, the Stygian throng 
Bent their a«p6cr, and whom they wish'd beheld> 
Their mighty chief retum'd. Lot^ waa th' acclaim : 
Forth ruah'd in haste the great oonanlting peers, 458 
Raised from their dark DtTan, and with Uke joy 
Congratalant approach'd him, who with kan4 
Silence, and with these words attenti<»i won; 

Thrones, Dominations,Princedoms,Virtiies, PowVs* 
For in possession such, not only' if right, 401 

I call ye, and declare y« now, retnrnU 
Successful beyond hope, to lead ye iorth 
Triumphant out of this infernal pit 
Abominable, accursed, the house of woe, 401 

And dungeon of our tyrant. Now possess. 
As Lmds, a spadons woild, to' oar natiTe HeaT^ 
Little inferior, by my adTenture hard 
With peril great achie^^. Long were to teU 
What I bare done, wtaatsulTer'd, with what p«in 474 
Voyaged th' unreal, Tast, uubouiid^ deep 
Of horrible confusion, over which 
By Sin and Death a broad way now is paved 
To expedite your glorious march ; but I 
Toil'd out my uncouth passage, forced to ride 479 
Th' untractable abyss, plunged in the womb 
Of unoriginal Night and Chaos wiM« 
That jealous of their aeoreta fiercely apposed 
My journey strange, with damoBOua uproar 
Protesting Fate supreme ; thence how I found 489 
The new-created world, which lame in Heav^ 
Long bad foretold, a fabric wonderful. 
Of absolute perfection, therein Man 
Placed in a Paradise, by onr exUe 
Made happy. Him by fraud I iMre aednoed 4B9 
From his Creator, and the more tot' increaae 
Your wonder, with an apple I He ti&ereat 
Offended (worth your laiighter) hath givea up 
Both his beloved Man and ^ hi» world. 
To Sin and Death a prey, and se to us, 488 

Without our hasard, labour, or alinn. 
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To nmgo in, and to dweUk and orer Mm 

To nil«, •• over all he shoiild hare ruled. 

True it, me aim he hath judged, or rather 

Mo not, but the brute Serpent, in whose shapo 40i 

Man 1 dooeired. That which to me belongs 

Is enmity, which he will pat between 

Me and mankind : I am to bruise his heel ; 

His seed (when is not set) shall braise my head. 

A world who would qpt purchase with a bruise, 6M 

Or much more grievliiu pain 1 To have th* account 

Of my performance t What i^mains, ye Gods, 

But up and enter mow into full bliss 1 " 

So haringr said, a while he stood, expecting* 
Their universal shout and high applause Mft 

To fill his ear ; when, contrary, he hears 
On all sides, from innumerable tongues 
A dismal universal hiss, the sound 
Of public scorn. He wonder'd, but not long 
Had leisure, wond'ring at himself now more : 519 
His visage drawn he felt to sharp and spare. 
His arms clung to his ribs, his legs intwining 
Each other, till supplanted down he fell 
A monstrous serpent on his belly prone. 
Reluctant, but in vain ; a greater Pow'r 015 

Now ruled hi4b punish'd in the shape he sinn'd. 
According to his doom. He would have spoke. 
But hiss for hiss retum'd with ibrked tongue 
To forked tongue ; for now were all transformed 
Alike; to serpeilli all as Accessories 0S0 

To his bold riot Dreadful was the din 
Of hissing through the hall, thick swarming now 
With complicated monsters,. head and tail» 
Scorpion, and Asp, and Amphisbsena dire. 
Cerastes hom'd. Hydros, and Elops drear, 0S5 

And Dipeas (not so thick swarm'd once the soil 



M4. The trtDsfomMtion of the lUktt sngeli mentioned in thl« 
funire U s Aoe invention, and one of those bold marvels which 
io well At the nature o( efMc poetry. 

613. Suppiantedf here uied in its orl^nsl tenie, (torn Ae 
latin nmptauUire, to trip up by the heAs. 

S94. Amphubmui, a serpent with a hnd at botk endi of In 
body ; Cetastet, as here called, a homed snake : Hydrus, a water 
•sake: EUps^ a seipeat which fives no wtice or its apurosch* 
Md IM^Mt, ooe wK occasions a femMTtfiirst by Us bite. 
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Bedropt vith blood' of Gorgon, or the iato 

OphiuM) ; but still greatest he the midst. 

Now Drmgon grown, larger than whom the sob 

Engendered in the Pythian vale on slime. Hi 

Huge Python, and his power no less he seem'd 

AboTe the rest still to retain. They all 

Him foUow'd, issning forth to th' open field. 

Where all yet left of that rerolted rout 

HeaT'n-fall'n, in station stood or iost array, 535 

Sublime with expectation when xb see 

In triumph issuing forth tiieir glorious chief: 

They saw, but other sight i«(ttead, a crowd 

Of ugly serpents. Horror on them fell. 

And horrid sympathy ; for what they saw, 540 

They felt themselres now changing. Down their 

arms, 
Down fell both spear and shield, down they as Hst, 
And the dire hiss renew'd, and the dire form 
Catch 'd by contagion, like in punishment. 
As in their crime. Thus was th' applause they meant 
Tum'd to exploding hiss ; triumph to shame, 540 
Cast on themseWes from their own months. There 

stood 
A grove hard by, sprung up with this their changet 
His will who reigrns above, to aggrrarata 
Their penance, laden with fair fruit, like that 550 
Which grew in Paradise, the bait of Ere 
Used by the Tempter. On that prospect strange 
Their earnest eyes they fix 'd, imagining 
Fc|r one forbidden tree a multitude 
Now risen, to work them further woe or shame ; 555 
Yet parchM with scalding thirst and hunger fierce. 
Though to delude them sent, could not abstain. 
But on they roU'd in heaps, and up the trees 
Climbing, sat thicker than the snaky locks 
That curl'd Megaera. Greedily they pluck'd 500 
The fruitage, fair to sight, like that which grew 

S27. Lacsn, Phars. Ix. 696. in which the account b given of 
P«raeii« tlayinr the Gorfon.^-OpAttua it an island in the Medi- 
terranean, which was de9«^r|rd by its inhabitants, on accouat of 
the enormous nraltitude of serpents there. 

&30. The Python was a serpent said to have apniDf trtm the 
fttme that was left after the fJencatiaa deluge. 
A60. Sf ^rcra, one of the fttrtea. 
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Near that bituminous lake where Sodom flamed ; 

This more delusive, not tfie touch, but taste 

Beceired : they fondly thinking to allay 

Their appetite with gust, instead of fruit MS 

Chew'd bitter ashes ; which th' offended taste 

With spatt'ring noise rejected. Oft they' assay'd. 

Hunger and thirst constraining, drugg'd as oft 

With hatefiiUest disrelish, writhed their jaws 

With soot and cinders fiU'd ; so oft they fell S79 

Into the same illusion, not as Man 

Whom they triumph'd once lapsed. Thus were they 

plagued 
And worn with famin, long and ceaseless hiss, 
Till their lost shape, permitted, they resumed ; 
Yearly enjoin'd, some say, to imdergo 575 

This annual humbling certain number'd days. 
To dash their pride, and joy for Man seduced. 
However, some tradition they dispersed 
Among the Heathen of their purchase got, 
And fabled how the Serpent, whom they call'd 580 
Ophion with Eurynome, the wide 
Encroachuig Eve perhaps, had first the rule 
Of high Olympus, thence by Saturn driv'n 
And Ops, ere yet Dictaean Jove was bom. 

Mean while, in Paradise the hellish pair 585 

Too soon arrived, Sin there in Pow'r before. 
Once actual, now in body, and to dwell 
Habitual habitant ; behind her Death 
Close following, pace for pace, not mounted yet 
On his pale horse : to whom Sin thus began : 500 

ses. It It mid bv Jotephm that trees were to be seen about this 
devoted spot, which bore fruit deliciou* to the eye, bat falling 
into ashes the meineiit it was touched. 

573. Bentley reads with thirst andfamin dire. 

674. This iar>a is supposed to have been talien from the old 
romances, or from Ariosto, Can. 43. st. 98 

681. So true it is that the most ancient mythnlo^cel fables bear 
evident traces of having originated in traditions derived from 
the scripture history.—OpAioH, or the terpentt was undoubtedly 
Satan ; ant Ewynome, or the wide-ruliiif , must have referred 
to Eve, who was so called from the ambitious desires with which 
the eat the forbidden fruit.— Jortin says, Milton took the idea 
from Apoilonius, 1. 

686. Sin inpew'r, that is, there was a possibility of its beirtyinf 
aaan. Actual onee, namely, when Mam really sinned; aad in 
itdp, when it became always present and aotlve. 
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Second of Satan sprung, all-cunqu'ring Dmi^ 
What think'Bt thou, of our empire now, tho' eam'd 
With travel difficult? Not better far 
Than still at Hell's dark threshold to' have sat watch. 
Unnamed, undreaded, and thyself half starved t M9 
Whom thus the Sin-bom monster answer'd soon : 
To me, who with eternal famine pine, 
Alike is Hell, or Paradise, or Heaven ; 
There b«»t, wher^ most with ravin I may meet; 
Which here, tho' plenteous, all too little seems Off 
To stuff this maw, this vast unhide-bound corpse. 

To whom the incestuous mother thus reply'd: 
Thou therefore on these herbs, and fruits, and flow^n. 
Feed first, ou each beast next, and fish, and fowl. 
No homely montels ; and whatever thing <M9 

The scjrthe of Time mows down, devour unspaied ; 
Tilj I in Man. residing through the race. 
His thoughts, his looks, words, actions, all infect. 
And season him thy last and sweetest prey. 

This said, they both betook them seT'ral wmji, <!• 
Both to destroy or unimmortal make 
AH kinds, and for destruction to mature 
Sooner or later ; which th' Almighty aeeiHg, 
From his transcendent seat the Saints among. 
To those bi-ight Orders utter'd thus his voice : 915 

See with what heat these dogs of Hell advance 
To waste and havoc yonder world, which I 
So fair and gt>od created, and had still 
Kept in that state, had not the folly' of Man 
Let in these wasteful furies, who impute OSi 

Folly to me I So doth the prince of Hell 
And his adherents, that with so much ease 
I suffer them to enter and possess 
A place so heav'nly, and conniving seem 
To gratify my scornful enemies, MS 

That laugh as if, transported with some fit 
Of passion, I to them had quitted all. 
At random yielded up to their misrule. 
And know not that I call'd and drew them thither. 
My HcAl-hounds, to lick np the draff and filth <M 
Wliich Man's poUotiug sin with taint hath shed 

WU VHkidt-botuuU not Ailed out, with a il 
1«Me and flabbr. 
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On what was pore, till cramm'd and gorged, nigk 

With suck'd and glutted ofial, at one sling [bunt 

Of thy Yictorious arm, well -pleasing Son, 

Both Sin, and Death, and yawning Grave at last 030 

Thro' Chaos hurl'd, obstruct the mouth of Hell 

For ever, and seal up his ravenous jaws. 

Then Heav'n and Earth renew'd, shall be made pure 

To sanctity, that shall receive no stain : 

Till then, the curse pronounced on both precedes. 640 

He ended, and the heav'uly audience loud 
Sung Halleluiah, as the sound of seas. 
Through multitude that sung : Just are thy waya> 
Righteous are thy decrees on all thy works ; 
Who can extenuate thee I Next, to the Son, 645 
Destined Restorer of mankind, by whom 
New Heav'n and Earth shall to the ages rise. 
Or down from Heav'n descend. Such was their song. 
While the Creator, calling forth by name 
His mighty Angels, gave them several charge, 65f 
As sorted best with present things. The sun 
Had first his precept so to move, so shine, 
As might affect the earth with cold and heat 
Scarce tolerable ; and from the north to call 
Decrepit winter ; from the south to bring 699 

Solstitial summer's heat. To the. blank moon 
Her office they prescribed ; to th' other five 
Their planetary motions and aspects 
In sextile, square, and trine, and opposite 
Of noxious efficacy, and when to join 600 

In synod unbenign ; and taught the fix'd 
Their influence malignant when to show'r. 
Which of them rising with the sun, or falling, 
Should prove tempestuous ; to the winds they set 
Their comers, when with bluster to confound 609 
Sea, air, and shore, the thunder when to roll 
WiUi terror through the dark aereal hall. 
Some say, he bid his Angels tatn askance 
The poles of earth twice ten degrees and more 
From the sun's axle ; they with labour push'd 67t 
Oblique the centric globe. Some say, the suA 
Was bid turn reins from th' equinoctial road 

649. Rer. zr. 9. xvU 7. MT. Rev. zzL 1; 

•M. fteii* moon, Uksths Preach word 6toM!^iriilt. 
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like dirtaut breadth to Taurus with die i 

Atlantic Sisters, and the hpartan Twins 

Up to the Tropic Crab ; thence down amain i^ 

By Leo, and Uie Virgin, and the Scales, 

As deep as Capricorn, to bring in change 

Of seasmis to each clime ; else had the spring 

Perpetual smiled on earth with verdant flow'rs« 

Equal in dajrs and nights^ except to those M0 

Beyond the polar circles ; tu them day 

Had unbenighted shone, while tiie low sun. 

To recompense his distance, in their sight 

Had rounded still di* horizon, and not known 

Or east or west, which had forbid the snow €M 

From cold Estotiland, and south as far 

Beneath Matrellan. At that tasted fruit 

The sun, as from Thyftstean banquet, tnm'd 

His course intended ; else how had the world 

Inhabited, though sinless, more than now, OM 

Avoided pinching cold and scorching heat f 

These changes in the Heav'ns, tho' slow, produced 

Like change on sea and land ; sideral blast. 

Vapour and mist, and exhalation hot. 

Corrupt and pestilent : now from the north 009 

Of Norumbega, and the Samoed shore. 

Bursting their brazen dungeon, arm*d with ice. 

And snow, and hail, and stormy gust, and flaw, 

Boreas, and Caecias, and Argestes loud, 

And Thrascias, rend the woods, and seas upturn ; 7M 

With adverse blast upturns tliem firom the south 

Notus and Afer black, with thund'rous clouds 

From Serraliona. Thwart of these as fierce 

Forth rush the Levant and the Ponent winds. 

Earns and Zephyr, with their lateral noise, Ttft 

Sirocco and Libecchio. Thus began 

Outrage from lifeless things ; but Discord, first, 

688. BttotiLmd, a countrr in Nortfi America, near Hadsoa^ 
Bay.— Ma/rW/an, a part of South America. 

6M. TkyeHeon banqnet ; Thvettte k said to bare been baa- 
fseted by lii* brother on the bddiM of his murdered children. 

S06. Nommbtffit a provioce of North America.— 5laiiiot«d«, a 
pnviore of Muscovy. 

•W. The names of the north, north-west, north-east, the ■oati^ 
and soath-west wiDds.->«S^rra/toNa, a range of moanuins to the 
noth-west of Africa.-«inMC» and lAbeeehh, the soattHCMtaad 
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Davghter of Sin, among Hi' iiratknuJ, 
. Death introduced, through fierce antipathy. 
Beaat now with beait 'gan war, and fowl wifli fowl, 
And fish with fish ; to graxe the herb all learing, 711 
Devour'd each other ; nor stood much in awe 
Of man, but fled him, or with uount'uance g^m 
Glared on him passing. These were- from without 
The gprowing miseries, which Adam saw 719 

Already' in part, though hid in gloomiest shade. 
To sorrow' abandon'd, but worse felt within ; 
And in a troubled sea of passion tost. 
Thus to disburden sought with sad complaint : 

O miserable of happy* ! Is this the end 720 

Of this new glorious world, and me so late 
The glory of that glory, who now, become 
Accursed of blessed, hide me from the face 
Ot God, whom to behold was then my height 
Of happiness f Yet well, if here would end Ttt 

The misery. I deserred it, and would bear 
My own deservinn ; but this will not serve ; 
An ttiat 1 eat or drink, or shall beget. 
Is propagated curse I O voice once heard 
Delightfully, * Increase and multiply,' 79t 

Now death to hear 1 For what can I increasa 
Or multiply, but curses on my head I 
Who, of all ages to succeed, but feeling 
The evil on him brought by me, wiU curse 
My head I lU fare our ancestor impure I 739 

For this we may thank Adam ! but bis thanka 
Shall be the execration I So besides 
Mine own that bide upon me, all from me 
Shall with a fierce reflux on me redound ; 
On me, as on their natural centre, light 740 

Heavy, though in their place. O fleeting joys 
Of Paradise, dear baaght with lasting woes i 
Did I request thee. Maker, from my clay 
To mould me mant Did I solicit thee' 
From darkness to promote me, or here place 748 
In this delicious garden t As my will 
Concurred not to my being, it were but right 
And equal to reduce me to my dust ; 

74A. Benaey propoMs to cut oot the followliif ten HaM at ui»> 
^mOtf of Mfllon'* gndm sad a «k«rlni«Bt to iSb poem. 
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Desinms to rMign and render back 
All I reoei^ed^ unable to perform flt^ 

Thy terms too hard, by which I was to hold 
The good I epaght not. To the loss of that, 
Soflicient penalty, why hast thoa added 
The sense of endless woes I Inexplicable 
Thy justice seems ; yet, to say truth, too late TM 
I thus contest : then should have been refused 
Those terms whaterer, when they w«re proposed. 
Thou didst accept them. Wilt thou' enjoy the geod. 
Then cavil the conditions f And though God 
Hade thee without thy leare, what if thy son 7»t 
Prore disobedient, and reprored, retort. 
Wherefore didst thou beget me t I sought it not. 
Wouldst thou admit for his contempt of thee 
That proud excuse 1 yet him not thy election, 
"But natural necessity begot. 7n 

God made thee' of choice his own, and of his own 
To serve him : thy reward was of his grace ; 
Thy punishment then, justly, is at his will. 
Be' it 80, for I submit : his doom is fair, 
That dust I am, and rhall to dust return. TTt 

O welcome hour whenever ! Why delays 
His hand to execute what his decree 
Fix'd on this day t Why do I overlive. 
Why am I mock'd with death, and lengthen'd oat 
To deathless pain t How gladly would I meet 771 
Jfortality, my sentence, and be earth 
. Insensible ! flow glad would lay me down. 
As in my mother's lap I There I should rest. 
And sleep secure ; his dreadful voice no more 
Would thunder in my ears 1 No fear of worse T8I 
To me and to my offspring would torment me 
With cruel expectation ! Yet one doubt 
Pursues me still, lest all I canaet die ; 
Lest that pure breath of life, the spirit iX Man 
Which God inspired, cannot together perish TBI 
With this corporeal clod ! then in the grtffte. 
Or in some other dismal place, who knows 
But I shall die a living death I O thought 
Horrid, if true ! Yet why t It was but breath 
Of life that sinn'd. What dies but what had life ?W 
And sin t the body, properly, hath neither. 
All ef me then shall die. Let this i^pease 



BOOK X. •i4.» 

Ike donbtf since human reach no further knows ; 

Wot though the Lord of all be infinite,^ 

li hk wrath also 1 Be it, Man is not so, 795 

But mortal doom'd. How can he exisrcise 

Wrath without end q^ Man whom death must end f 

Can he make deathless death t That were to make 

Strange contradiction, which to God himself 

Impossible is held ; as argument 800 

Of weakness, not of pow'r. WiU he d»aiv mitf 

For anger's sake, finite to infinite 

In punish'd Man, to satisfy his rigour* 

Satisfy 'd never t That were to extend 

His sentence beyond dust and Nature's law, 805 

By which all causes else, according ititt 

To the reception of their matter, act ; 

Not to th' extent of their own sphere. But say 

That death be not one stroke, as I supposed, 

BereaTing sense, but endless misery 810 

Prom this day onward, which I feel begun 

Both in me and without me, and so last 

To perpetuity I Ah me t that fear 

Comes thund'ring back with dreadful rerolution 

0« my defenceless head I Both Death and I 815 

Am found eternal, and incorporate both ! 

Nor I on my part single ; in me all 

Posterity stands cursed I Fair Patrimony 

That I must leave ye, Sons I O were I able 

To waste it all myself, and leave ye none ! 830 

So disinherited, how would ye bless 

Me, now your curse t Ah, why should all mankind 

For one man's fault thus guiltless be condemm'd. 

If g^ltless t But from me what can proceed 

But all corrupt, both mind and will depraved ; 

Not to do only, but to will the same 838 

With me !. How can they then acquitted stapd 

fn sight of Ood t Him, ajfter all disputes 

Forced, I absolve. AU my evasions vain. 

And nasovings, tho' through mazes, lead me still 83t 

But to my own conviction. First and last 

On me, me only, as the source and spring 

Of all corruption, all the blame lights due : 

MM. Just fai propowd inttead of tftuf. In thto line. 
•00. An inceannt affectat! a <tf tcbool learning my be M 
' I in every part of this pasP ig e. 

•K. Rom. Tii. Mb MS. Ron. shr. 4. 
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So migbt the wrath. Pond wish I conlcbrt tiioa mippovt 
That burden, heavier than the earth to bear, bSff 
Than all the world mnch hearier, thongfa divided 
With that bad Woman I Thus, what thou desirest 
And what thou fear'st, alike destroys all hope 
Of refuge, and concludes thee miserable 
Beyond all past example and fut&re : 9M 

To Satan only like, both crime and doom. 

Conscience ! into what abyss of fears 

And horrors hast thou driven me ! out of which 

1 find no way ! from deep to deeper plunged I 
Thus Adam to himself lamented loud Mft 

Through the still night, not now, as ere Man fell. 

Wholesome, tfnd cool, and mild, but with black air 

Accompany 'd, with damps and dreadful gloom. 

Which to his evil conscience represented 

All things with double terror. On the ground 890 

Outstretch'd he lay, on the cold gpround, and oft 

Cursed his creation ; Death as oft accused 

Of tardy execution, since denounced 

The day of his offence. Why comes not Deaths 

Said he, with one thrice-acceptable stroke, 8S8 

To end me ? Shall Truth fail to keep her word I 

Justice divine not hasten to be just I 

But Death comes not at call ; Justice divine 

Mends not her slowest pace for pray'rs or cries I 

woods, O fountains, hillocs, dalea, and boWrs, 8M 
With other echo, late I taught your shades 

To answer, and resound far other song ! 

Whom thus aiBicted, when sad Eve beheld. 
Desolate where she sat, approaching nigh. 
Soft words to his fierce passion she assay 'd : 889 
But her with stem regard he thus repell'd : 

Out of my sight, thou Serpent f that name best 
Befits thee with him leagued, thyself as false 
And hateful I nothing wants, but Aat thy shape 
like his, and colour serpentine, may shew 878 

Thy inward fraud, to warn all creatures fitmi thee 
Henceforth, lest that too hcav'nly form, pretended 
To hellish falsehood, snare them. But for thee 

1 had persisted happy', had not thy pride 

And wand'ring vanity, when least was safe, 8^8 

S73. Pretendtdi in the Lsita tease, hM btfmr. 
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Rejected my forewarning, and difldain'd 

Not to be trusted, longing to be seen 

Though by the Devil himself, him overweening 

To o'er-reach, but with the Serpent meeting 

Pool'd and beguiled, by him thou, I by thee, 8M 

To trust thee from my side, imagined wise. 

Constant, mature, proof against all assaults. 

And understood not all was but a show 

Rather than solid virtue' ; all but a rib 

Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears, 868 

More to the part sinister, firom me drawn. 

Well if thrown out, as supernumerary 

To my just number found. O why did God* 

Creator wise, that peopled highest Heav'n 

With Spirits masculine, create at last 890 

This novelty on earth, this fair defect 

Of nature, and not fill the world at once 

With Men, as Angels, without fempuue. 

Or find some other way to generate 

Mankind ? This mischief had not then befall'n, 805 

And more that shall befall, innumerable 

Disturbances on earth, through female snares. 

And straight conjunction with this sex : for either 

He never shall find out fit mate, but such 

As some misfortune brings him, or mistake ; 000 

Or whom he wishes most shall seldom gain. 

Through her perverseness, but shall see her gain'd 

By a far worse ; or if she love, withheld 

By parents ; or his happiest choice too late 

Shall meet, already link'd and wedlock-bound 00ft 

To a fell adversary', his hate or shame : 

Which infinite calamity shall cause 

To human life, and household-peace confound. 

He added not, and firom her tnm'd. But Eve, 
Not so repulsed, -witk tears that ceased not flowing. 
And tresses all disorder'd, at his feet Oil 

Fell humble, and embracing them, besought 
His peace ; and thus proceeded in her plaint : 

Forsake me not thus, Adam I Witness, Heav'n, 
What love sincere, and rev'renise in my heart 01 
I bear thee, and unweeting have offended, 
VBhappily deceived i Thy suppliant 
r Wf • and clasp thy knees. Bereave me not. 
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t I Irre, thy gentle looka, thy aid. 
Thy coanael in this nttermwt distress, 0iM 

If y only strength and stay. Forlorn of thee. 
Whither shall I beUke me ? where subsist? 
While yet we live, tearce one short hour perhapc, 
Betw<:en us two let there be peace ; both joining, 
Am Join'd in injuries, <me ennoity 93S 

Against a foe by doom express asmgn'd us. 
That cruel Serpent. On me exercise not 
Thy Paired for this misery befaU'n, 
On me already lost, me than thyself 
More miserable. Both have sinn'd ; Irat Uum 03C 
Against God only' ; I against God and thee. 
And to the place oif judgment will return. 
There with my cries importune Hear'n. that alt 
Hie aanlence, from thy head remored, may light 
On me, sole caAse to tfiae of all this woe ! 93S 

Me, me only, joal object of his ire. 

She ended weeping ; and her lowly plight, 
Immoyeable till peace obtain'd from fault 
Acknowledprd and deplored, in Adam wrought 
.Commiseration. Soon Ikis heart relented MO 

Tow'rds her, his life so late and sole delight. 
Now at his feet submissire in distress. 
Creature so fair his reconcilement seeking, 
His counsel, whom she had disj^eased, his aid ; 
As one 4isann'd, his anger all he lost, 945 

And thus with peaceful words upraised her soon : 

Unwary' and too desirous, as hefiore. 
So now of what thou know'st not, who desir'st 
The punishment all on thyself ; alas, 
Bear thine own first, ill able to sustain 050 

His fiill wrath, whose thou feel'st as yet least part. 
And my displeasure bear'st so ill. If pray'ra 
Could alter high decrees, I to that place 
Would speed beAre thee, and be louder heardt 
That on my head all mig^t be Tisited ; 088 

Thy frailty and infirmer sex forgiven. 
To me committed, and by me exposed. 
Bat rise, let us no more contend, nor blame 

940. IttonidthstllillHilMdsftrMiMltadiaf iawrltlnflldi 
paMSge, snd dsKribed Us meethig smI recoadUstioa witt Us 
wife wko had been for sobm time sqpanled tsvm him. 
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Bach other, blamed enough elsewhere, but ctrira 

In offices of love, how we may lig^hten 060 

Each other's burden, in our share of woe ; 

Since this day's death denounced, if aught I see» 

Will prove no sudden, but a slow-paced eril, 

A long day's dying to augment our pain. 

And to our seed (O hapless seed!) derived. 889 

To whom thus Eve, recovering heart, reply'd : 
Adam» by sad experiment, I know 
How little weight my words with thee can fi^d, 
Vsund so erroneous, thenee by just event 
Found so unfortunate ! neverttielera, 970 

Restored by thee, vile as 1 am, to place 
Of new acceptance, hopeful to regain 
Thy love, the sole contentment of my heart 
Living or dying, from thee I will not hide 
What thoughts in my imquiet breast are risen, 075 
Tending to «ome relief of our extremes. 
Or end, though sharp and s^d, yet tolerable^ 
As in our evils, and of easier choice* 
If care of our descent perplex us most, > 

Which must be' bom to certain woe, devour'd OOO 
By Death at last ; and miserable it is 
To be to others cause ef misery, 
Our own begotten, and of our loins to bring 
Into this cursed world a woeful race I 
That after wretched life, must be at last 985 

Food for so foul a monster I In thy pow'r 
It lies, yet ere conception, to prevent 
The race unbl«st, to being yet unbegot. 
Childless thou art, childless remain ; so Death 
Shall he deceived his glut, and with us two 000 

Be forced to satisfy his rav'nous maw. 
But if thou judge it hard and difficult, 
Conversing, looking, loving, to abstain 
From love's due rites, nuptial embraces sweet. 
And with desire to languish without hope, 005 

Before the present object languishing 
With like desire, which would be misery 
And torment less than none of what we drea^ 
Then both ourselves and seed at once to free 
From what we fear for both let us make short; lOOf 
Let us seek Death, or he not found, supply 
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^^tk our own hands his oflkoe on oimdTM. 
Why stand we longei Mhirering under fears. 
That shew no end but death, and have the pow^ 
Of many ways to die, the shortest choosing, IMS 
Destruction with destroction to destroy t 

She ended here, or Tehement despair 
Broke off the rest ; so much of death her thoughts 
Had entertain'd, as dyed her cheeks with pale. 
But Adam with such counsel nothing sway'd : lOlt 
To better hopes hb more attentive mind 
Labouring had raised, and thus to Ere replied : 

Eto, thy sontempt eC life and pleasure seems 
To argue in thee something more sublime 
And excellent than what thy mind contemns ; lOli 
But self-destruction therefore sought,' refutes 
That excellence thought in thee, and implies. 
Mot thy contempt, but anguish and regret 
For loss of life and pleasure overlored. 
Or if thvu covet death, as utmost end im 

Of misery, so thinking to evade 
The penaity pronounced, doubt not but God 
Hath wiselier arm'd his vengeful ire than so 
To be forestall'd : much more 1 fear lest death 
So snatch'd will not exempt us from the pain ItM 
We are by doom to pay : rather such acts 
Of contumacy* will provoke the Highest 
To make death in us live. Then let us seek 
Some safer resolution, which methinks 
I have in view, calling to mind with heed ItM 

Part of our sentence, that thy seed shall bmise 
The Serpent's head. Piteous amends 1 unless 
Be meant, whom I conjecture, our gprand foe 
Satan, who in the serpent hath contrived 
Against us this deceit. To crush his head IMS 

Would be revenge indeed : which will be lost 
By death brought on ourselves, or childless daya 
B«solved, as thou proposest ; so our foe 
Shall 'scape his punishment ordain'd, and we 
Instead, shall double ours -upon our heads. IMI 

No more be mention'd then of violence 
Against ourselves, and wUfol barrenness. 
That cuts us off from hope, and savours only 
Rancour and pride, impatience and despite. 
Reluctance against God and his just yoke IMi 
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Laid on our necks. Remember with what mild 
And gp*aciou8 temper he both heard and judged, 
Without wrath or reviling ! We expected 
Immediate dissolution, which we thought 
Was meant by death that day ; when lo I to thee 1050 
Pains only in child-bearing were foretold. 
And bringing forth ; soon recompensed with joy, 
Pruit of thy womb. On me the curse aslope 
Glanced on the grround. With labour I must' earn 
My bread. What harm t Idleness had been wmw : 
My labour will sustain me. And lest cold 1056 

Or heat should injure us, his timely care 
Hath unbesought provided, and his hands 
€Ioth'd us, unworthy, pitying while he judged ; 
How much more. If we pray him, will his ear 1060 
Be opeUj and his heart to pity' incline, 
And teach us farther by what means to shun 
Th' inclement seasons, rain, ice, hail, and snow ! 
Which now the sky with various face begins 
To shew us in this mountain, while the winds 1065 
Blow moist and keen, shatt'ring the graceful locks 
Of these fair spreading trees ; which bids us seek 
Some better shroud, some better warmth to ch4(ish 
Our limbs benumb'd, ere this diurnal star 
Leave cold the night, how we his gathered beams 1070 
Reflected, may with matter sere foment, , 
Or, by collision of two bodies, grind 
The air attrite to fire, as late the clouds 
Justling, or push'd with winds, rude in their shock. 
Tine the slant lightning, whose thwart flame driv'n 
Kindles the gummy bark of fir or pine, [down 

And sends a comfortable heat from far. 
Which might supply the sun. Such fire to use. 
And what may else be remedy or cure 
To evito which our own misdeeds have wrought, 1080 
He win instruct us praying, and of grace 
Beseeching him, so as we taeed not fe&r 
To pass oommodiously this life, sustain'd 
By him with many comforts, till we end 
In dost : our final rest and native home. 106S 

What better can we do, than to the place 
Repairing where he judged lu, prostrate fall 

lOao. XNnTMl ««sr, the nm. ir$, Ttnt, to flfbt or UndlAi 

« 
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Before Um, Teverent, and there oonfew 
Rombly our faults, and pardon beg, with tears 
Watering die ground, and with our sight the air lOM 
Frequentittg, sent fttnn hearts contrite, in sign 
Of sorrow* onfeigra'd, and homiliation meek f 
Undoabtedly he will relent, and turn 
From his displeasure ; in whose look serene, 
When angry most he seem'd, and most serere, lOM 
What else but farour, grace, and mercy shone t 

So spake our father penitent : nor Eve 
Felt less remorse. They forthwith to the place 
Repairing where he judged them, pro stra t e feU 
Before him, rererent, and both confess'd IIM 

Humbly their faults, and pardon begg'd, with tears 
Wateilng the ground, and with their sighs the air 
Frequenting, sent from hearts contrite, in sign 
Of sorrow* onfeign'd, and humi^ation meek. 
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^ IHE ARGUMENT. 

The Son of Odd prcMnta to hk Father the prajreri of oar f nt 
pareatt, now repeating, and intercedec for them : God accepM 
th«ni, but declare* that they mnat so lonfer ahide In Handice: 
•eiidtf Michael wlih a band of CheniUn to dinpoMeai then; bat 
flnit to rerUl to Adam future thiufpi: Michael't comlnff down. 
Adam shews to Eve certain omtnous sifM ; be dIaoenM Michael'* 
approach ; jcocs out to meet him : the Aniei denounce* their de- 
parture. Ev%'fe lamentation. Adam plead*, but aubmibi: The 
Anc«l lead* him ap toa hifh hW; *eli before him In viaion whsl 
•hall happen tUl the Oood. 

Thus they in lowliest plight, repentant, stood 

Praying ; for from the mercy-seat above 

Prerenient g^race descending, had removed 

The stony from d^ir hearts, and made new flesh 

Regenerate grrow instead, that sighs now breamed 5 

Unutterable, which the Spirit of prayer 

Inspired, and wing'd for Heav'n with speedier flight 

Than loudest oratory : yet their port 

Not of mean suitors, nor important less 

Seem'd their petition, than when tii' ancient pair 10 

In fables old, less ancient yet than these, 

1003. HumiliatUm , the act of hnroblinfr, not humility. 
4. A verbal critic mifrht I tiiink dud fault <Tith till* and the fol 
lowing line, Id whirh there are Uiree words u«ed to cxpnaa oas 
Idea, new, regenerate^ and Uult^, 
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Deucalion and chaste Pyrrha, to restore 
The race of mankind drown'd, before the shi^e 
Of lliemis stood devout. To Heav'n their pray'rs 
Flew up ; nor miss'd the way, by envious winds 15 
Blown vagabond or frustrate. In they pass'd 
Dimensionless, through heav'nly doors ; then clad 
With incense* where the golden altar fumed. 
By their great Intercessor, came in sight 
Before the Fatheir's throne : then the glad Son 20 
Presenting, thus to intercede began : 

See, Father, what first fruits on earth are sprung 
Froi^ thy implanted grace in Man i these sighs 
And pray'rs, which in this golden censer, mix'd 
With incense, I thy priest before thee bring : SS 
Fruits of more pleasing savour from thy seed 
Sown with contrition in his heart, than those 
Which his own hand manuring, all the trees 
Of Paradise could have produced, ere fallen 
From innocence. Now therefore bend thinaear M 
To supplication ; hear his sighs though mute. 
Unskilful with what words to pray, let me 
Interpret for him, me hif Advocate 
And propitiation. AH his works on me, 
- €k)od or not good, ingraft ; my merit those 38 

Shall perfect, and for these my death shall piy. 
Accept me, and in me from these receive 
The smell of peace tow'rd mankind. Let him lira; 
Before thee reconciled, at least his,days 
Number'd, tbo' sad, till dbath, his doom (w^ch I 4ff 
To miogate thus plead, not to reverse^ 
To better life shall yield him ; where with mm 
All my redeem'd may dwell in joy and bliss ; 
Made one with me as 1 with thee am one. 

To whom the Father, without cloud, serene : 49 
All thy request for Man, accepted Son, 
Obtain : all thy request was my dncree. 
But longer in that Paradise to dwell, 

13. DeuadioH srd bis wife, it fo ntd liy the peet*, were (Iv 
only remains of the human rane left after the flomL which hap* 
oened in their time. This fable had evidently ib origin in a t»> 
4itionary account of the grreat delngc—ThemU was the p i M & m 
of lUKtice. See Qyld, Met. 1. 3l8.» 

16. Vagabond^ from the Latin vago^ to wander. 

sa. 1 John il. 1, s, 38. Levit. iU. »• 

44. John xviU 31. 33. 
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The Uw I gave to natnre him forbids : 

Tbote pare immorUl elements that know 9$ 

No groee, no nnharmonious mixtore foal* 

Eject him, tainted now, and purge him oiT 

As a distemper, gross to air • gross; 

And mortal food, as may dispose him best 

For disscdntion wrought by sin, that first 5$ 

Distemper'd all diings, and of incorrupt 

Corrupted. I at ftrrt with two fair gifts 

Created him endow*d ; with hiq^piness 

And immortality : that fondly lost. 

This other served but to eternise woe ; M 

Till I provided death ; so death becomes 

His final remedy, and after life. 

Tried in sharp tribulation, and refined 

By faith and faithful works to second life. 

Waked in the renovation of the just 05 

Besigns him up with Heav'n and Earth renewed. 

But let us call to synod all the Blest 

Through Heav'n's wide bounds; from them I wiD 

not hide 
My judgpnents, how with mankind T proceed. 
As how with peccant Angels late they saw, 70 

And in tJieir state, tho' firm, stood more confirm'd. 

He ended ; and the Son gave sigrnal high 
To the bright minister that watch 'd. He blew 
His trumpet (heard in Oreb since, perhaps. 
When Gcd descended, and perhaps once more 75 
To sound at general doom) : th' angelic blast 
Pill'd all the regions. Prom their blissful bow'rs 
Of amarantine shade, fountain or spring. 
By the waters of life, where'er they sat 
In fellowships of joy, the sons of light M 

Hasted, resorting to the summons high, 
And took their seats ; till from his throne nfntam 
Th' Almighty thus pronounced his Sov'reig^ will : 

O Sons I like one of us Man is become. 
To know both good and evil, since his tasto 81 

Of that defended fruit! but let him boast 
His knowledge of good lost, and evil got : 

74. Exod. XX la. I TheM. ir. l«. 
SS. Rev. It. 4. Ti. I6. Maiu xix. ss. S4. Geiu file 

88. l>tfifnde(it like the French df/endre, to forhiO. 
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Haiipier, had it tofficed him to have laavwn 

Good by itself, and e\il not alL 

He sorrowa now, repents, and prays contrite, Ot 

My motions in l^im. Longer than they move* 

His heart I know, hoW variable and vain 

Self-left. Lest therefore his now bolder hand 

Reach also of the tree of life, and eat. 

And live for ever (dream at least tolive M 

For «>v«»r^ to i^movfi ]|ym T dftttrea. 

x^A yfp^ 'Hi»» *^^»» th^ r°*tlfln far*) TflT tITI 

rhft pmnn^ wj^^nnA hf .f>^fl |ofc«.» ' ^^'**' ^" 

~ Michael, this my behest nave tbou u charge : 
Take to thee from among the Cherubim 100 

Thy choice of flaming warriors, lest the Fiend, 
Or in behalf of Man, or to invade 
Vacant possession, some new trouble raiMe. 
Haste thee, and from the Paradise of God, 
Without remorse, dnve out the sinful pair 105 

(From hallqw'd ground th' unholy), and denounce 
To them and to their progeny, from thence 
Perpetual banbhment. Yet, lest they faint 
At the sad senteixce rigorously urged, 
For I behold them soften'd, and with tears 110 

Bewailing their excess, all terror hide. 
If patiently thy bidding they obey. 
Dismiss them not disconsolate. Reveal 
To Adam what shall come in future days, 
As 1 shall thee enli/hten. Intermix 119 

My cov'nant in the Woman's seed renew'd ; 
So send them forth, tho' sorrowing, yet in peace : 
And on the east side of the garden place. 
Where entrance up from Eden easiest climbs. 
Cherubic watch, and of a sword the flame 190 

. Wide-waving, all approach far off to fright. 
And guard all passage to the tree of Ufe, 
Lest Paradise a receptacle prove 
To spirits foul, and all my trees their prey, IM 

With whose stol'n fruit Man once more to delude. 
He ceasedt and th' Archangelic Pow'r prepared 
For swift descent, with him the cohort bright 
Of watchful Cherubim. Four faces each 
Had, like a double Januit : all their shape 

;38. Ewk. x. 14. 
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Iip«ngled wllStk. eyes* more numeroas than IboM 19C 
Of Argnu, and nore wakefUl than to drowse, 
Cbajrm'd with Arcadian pipe* the pastoral reed 
Of Hermes, or his ojnate rod. Mean while 
To re-salute the world with sacred light, 
LeucfChea waked, and with fresh dews imbalm'd li5 
The Earth ; when Adam and (first matron) Ere 
Had ended now their orisons, and found 
Strength added firom above, new hope to spring 
Out of desgair, joy, but with fear yet link'd : 
Which thus to Eve his welcome words renew'd : 14t 

- Ere, easily may faith admit, that all 
The good which we enjoy, from Heav'n descends ; 
Bat that from us aught should ascend to Heav'n 
So prevalent as to concern the mind 
Of God high-blest, or to incline liis will, 145 

Hard to belief may seem ; yet this will prayer. 
Or one short sigh of human breath, upborne 
Ev'n to the seat of God ! For since I sought 
By prayer th' offended Deity to* appease, 
Kneel'd, and before him humbled all my heart, IM 
Methought I saw him placable and mild, 
Bending his earl Persuasion in me grew 
That I was heard with favour ! Peace retum'd 
Home to my breast, and to my memory 
His promise, that thy seed shall bruise our foe ; 159 
Which then not minded in dismay, yet now 
Assures me that the bitterness of death 
Is past, and we shall live ! Whence hail to thee. 
Eve (rightly call'd) mother of all mankind. 
Mother of all things living ; since by thee lOt 

Man is to live, and all things live for Mani 

To whom thus Eve, with sad demeanour meek: 
111 worthy I such title should belong 
To me transgressor, who, for thee ordain'd 
A help, became thy snare ! To me reproach 189 

131. ArgMt, \t is asid, was tailed to steep, nrnd tben killed by 

13ft. Ltmeotkemi die moraingr, ao railed frotn two Greek woedi 
•iirnifTinf /<f Al and r*dd«$s This i« the last morninf In ttc 
poem, and it sappoaed to be die cemmencement of the elereoMl 
dar in the actioo on earth. 

IS7. 1 San. XT. 33. 
lit. Gea. VLIO, BveH from an Hebrew word tiffiiifying 
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Bathov beloiigt, dirtnut, and all diq»nBe I 
But inftnite in pardon wa« my Jm^^ 
tht It who first brought death on all, am graeed 
The lource of life ; next fttTourable thou, 
Who highly thus to' entitle me Touchsaf sC, 170 

Far other name deserving. But the field 
To labour calls us, now with sweat imposed, 
Thnugh af^ sleepless night; for, see, the mom, 
All uuconcem'd with our unrest, begins 
Her rosy progress smiling: let us forth, 171 

I never from thy side henceforth to stray. 
Where'er our day's work lies, though now enjoin'd 
Laborious, till day droop. While here we dwell. 
What can be toilsome in these pleasant walks t 
Here let us live, though in fall'n state, content. 180 

So spake, so wish'd much-humbled Ere, but Fate 
Subscribed not. Nature first g^ve sig^ns, impressed 
On bird, beast, air, air suddenly eclipsed 
After short blush of mom. Nigh in her sig^t . 
The bird of Jove, stoop'd from his aery tour, 185 
Two birds of gayest plume befo^ him drove. 
Down from a hill the beast that reig^ in woods. 
First hunter th«n, pursued a gentle brace. 
Goodliest of all the forest, hart and hind: 
Direct to th' eastem gate was bent their flight. 100 
Adam observed, and with his eye the chase 
Pursuing, not immoved, to Eve thus spake : 

O Eve, soine further change awaits us nigh. 
Which Heav'n by ti&ese mute sigpns in nature shews. 
Forerunners of his purpose, or to want lOS 

Us haply, too secure of our discharge 
From penalty, because from death released 
Some days. How long, and what till then our life 
Who knows, or more than this, that we are dust. 
And ti&ither must return, and be no moret 900 

Why else this double object in our sight 
Of flight pursued in th' air, and o'er the ground 
One way the setfeame hourf Why in the east 
Darkness vre day's mid-course, and morning ttght 
More orient in yon western cloud, that draws 900 
O'er the blue firmament a radiant white, 

lat. Smbte r ibtd im«, com et sd sit 
Mi. 8ee Marino, CMkS.tt.6rw 



m PARADISE LOST. 

And Aam daas^nds.with tomethiiif hear nly frsngbt t 

H« err'd not ; for by this the hear'nly bands 
Down from a sky of jasper lighted now 
In Paradise* and on a hill made halt, S10 

A glorioas apparition, had not doubt 
And carnal fear that day dimm'd Adam's eye. 
Not thatviore glorioas, when the Angels met 
Jacob in Mahanaim, where he saw 
The field paTilioa'd with his guardians bright ; SU 
Nor that which on the flaming mount appear'd 
In Dothan, cover'd with a camp of fire, 
Against the Syrian king, who, to surprise 
One man, assauin^ike, had levied war. 
War unproclaim'd. The princely I^ierard& 9M 

In their bright stand there left his Pow'rs to seise 
Possession ai tiie garden : he alone. 
To find where Adam shelter'd, took his way. 
Not onperceiTed of Adam, who to Eve, 
IQile the great visitant approach 'd, thus spake : 325 

Sto, now expect great tidings, which perhaps 
Of us will sotm determine, or impose 
New laws to be observed ; for I descry 
Fhmi yonder blazing doud ihaX veils the hill. 
One of the heav'nly host, and by his gait S3t 

None of the meanest, some great Potentate 
Or of the Thrones above, such majesty 
Invests hii coming; yet not terrible. 
That 1 should fear, nor sociably mild. 
As Raphael, that I should much confide, SB! 

But solemn and sublime ; whom not to' oflend. 
With reverence I must meet, and thou retire. 

He ended : and th' Arch-Angel soon drew nigli. 
Not in his shape celestial, but as man 
Clad to meet man. Over his lucid arms M§ 

A military vest of purple flow'd, 
Livelier than Meliboean, or the grain 
Of Sarra, worn by kings and heroes old 
In time of truce ; Iris had dipt the woof; 
His starry helm unbuckled, shew'd him piime S45 

SIS. Gea. xxxfl. 1, S. S Kings ▼!. 13. 

243. The fkaioos Bcariet dy« celebrated amonr Ihe anctents «•* 

■Mde from a tUk called Mirwm, found near MeillxBa, a dtj of 

ThflMaljr.— &r wm the Mwm of the iab of which the PheniidMft 
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In manhood where youdi ended. By his side, 
Aa in a gliit'ring zodiac, hong the sword, 
Satan's dire dread, and in his hand the spear, 
▲dam bow'd low : He, kingly, from his state 
Inclined not, but his coming thus declared : S0« 

Adam, Hear'n's high behest no preface needs : 
Sufficient that thy pray'rs are heard, and Death, 
Then due by sentence when thou didst transgress. 
Defeated of his seimre, many days 
Giv'n thee of g^race, wherein thou may'st repent, 355 
And one bad act, with many deeds well done, 
May'st cover : well may then thy Lord, appeased. 
Redeem thee quite fiom Death's rapacious claim ; 
But longer in this Paradise to dwell 
Permits not. To remove thee I am come, 3M 

And send thee from the g^arden foi*th to till 
The ground, whence thou wast taken ; fitter soil. 

He added not ; for Adam at the news 
Heaxt-struck, with chilling gripe of sorrow stood. 
That all his senses bound. Eve, who unseen 265 
Yet all had heard, with audible lament, 
Disoorer'd soon the plaee of her retire. 

O unexpected stroke, worse than of Death I 
Must I thus leave thee. Paradise I thus leave 
Thee , native soil, these happy walks and shades, 270 
Fit haunt of Gods 1 where I had hope to spend. 
Quiet though sad, the respite of that day 
That must be mortal to us both ! O flow'rs. 
That never will in otlier climate grow. 
My early visitation, and my last 27ft 

At e'en, which 1 bred up with tender hand 
From the first opening bud, and gave ye names. 
Who now shall rear ye to the sun, or rank 
Your tribes, and water from th' ambrosial fount 1 
Thee lastly, nuptial bower by me adom'd 280 

With what to sight or smell was sweet, from thee 
How shall I part, and whither wander down 

Ml. The leiieddon of tbe vaeanaie in the nme words Ir which 
It WM i;iven is common in clatMoU writers, snd, it may be added. 
In those of Scripture also. ..... . . 

968. It has br<>n exceltentiy remarked by Addison, that there m 
great beauty in Eve's thm expressing her sorrow at leaving the 
garden of nuradise. Fitness and aH the beauties of propriety are 
Indeed to be found in every iine of thlri part rf the poem. 



M4 PARADISE LOST. 

Into a low«r world, to this •bacnre 

And wildf How shall we breathe in other air» 

Lew pore, accnstom'd to immortal Ihaita I Mi 

Whom thiu the Anfel intermpted mild: 
Lament not. Ere, bat patiently resign 
What justly thoa hast lost ; nor set thy hearty 
Thus orer-fcudron that which is not thine ; 
Thy groing is not lonely ; with thee goes IM 

Thy husband ; him to ftdlow thou art boond. 
Where he abides, think there thy natire soiL 

Adam by this Arom the cold sndden damp 
Recor'ring, and his scatter'd spirits retnm'd. 
To Michael thus his humble words address'd : 9» 

Celestial, whether among the Thrones, or iriBned 
Of them the high'st, for such of shape may seem 
Prince abore princes, gently hast thou told 
Thy message, which might else in telling woondy 
And in performing end us. What besides 860 

Of sorrow, and dejection, and despair. 
Our frailty can sustain, thy tidings bring. 
Departure frrmi this happy place, our sweet 
Recess, and coly consolation left 
Familiar to our eyas, all places else SM 

Inhospitable' appear and desolate ; 
Nor knowing us nor known : and if by prayer 
Incessant I oould hope to change the will 
Of Him who all things can, I would not cease 
To weary him with my assiduous cries. SM 

But prayer against his absidnte decree 
No more arails than breadi against the wind. 
Blown stifling back on him that breathes it forth : 
Therefore to his great bidding I submit. 
This most afflicts me, that departing hence, MU 

As from hit face I shall be hid,depriTed 
His blessed oount'nance. Here I oould fretgamt 
With worship place by place where he Too ch sa f ed 
Presence divine, and to my stms relate. 
On this mount he appeared; under this tree AM 
Stood risible ; among these pines his Toioe 
I heard ; here with him at tiiis fountain talk'd. 
So many grateful altars I would rear 
Of gprassy turf, and |nle up every stone 
Of lustre from the brook, in' memory Mi 
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Or BMmnnieBt to ages, and thereon 

Offer sweet-smellinp guma, Mid fruits, and flow'n* 

In Tonder nether world, where Aall I seek 

His bright appearances, or foot-step trace t 

For though I fled him angry, yet recali'd • SW 

To life prolong'd and promised race, I now' 

Gladly behold, though but hit utmost skirts 

Of glory, and far off his steps adore. 

To whom thus Michael, with regard benign : 
Adam, thou know'st Heav'n Mis, and all the Bartb, 
Not this rock only'. His omnipresence ftils MB 

Land, sea, and air, and every kind that lires. 
Fomented by his virtual pow'r and warm'd. 
All th' earth he gatre thee to possess and rule : 
No despicable g^ift : surmise not then 849 

His presence to these narrow bounds confined 
Of Paradise or Eden. This had been 
Perhaps thy 4Mpital seat, from whence had spread 
All greneradous, and had hither come 
From all the ends of th' earth, to celebrate M6 

And rev'rence thee, their great progenitor. 
But this pre-eminence thou'st lost; brought down 
To dwell on even ground now with thy sons. 
Yet doubt not, but in valley and in plain 
God is as here, and will be found alike 980 

Present, and of his presence ma»y a sign 
Still following thee, still compassing thee round 
With g^oodness and paternal love, his face 
Express, and of his steps the track divine : 
Which, that thou may'st believe, and be confirm'd 
Ere thou from hence depart, know I am sent SM 
To shew thaa what shall come in future days 
To thee and to thy offspring. Good with bad 
Expect to hear, supernal grace Oontending 
With sinfulness of men ; thereby to learn ••• 

True patienc«|b and to temper joy with fear 
And pious sorrow, equally inured 
By moderation either state to bear, 
Prosperous or adverse : so shall thou lead 
Safest thy life, and, best prepared, endure Ml 

Thy mortal passage when i\ cemes. Ascend 
This hilL Let Eve (for I have drenah'd her fti) 
tax Bxod. Kxxiii. SS, U* 
N 
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Hare deep below, while iSkma to iMmigfet wak^$ 

Am once tboo alepcat, while »he to life warn fMii^ 

To whom thus A4am gratefully repiyd : SIC 

Aecend , I follow thee, safe Guide, the pelfc 
TlMi leed'st me', and to the hand of Heay'a eahodt, 
However chasf fdiig, to the evil turn 
My obrioof breast, axtting to overoeme 
By rafTring, «nd earn rest from labour wan, VS 
If M> I may attain. So both ascend 
In the Tfsions af Cod. It was a hiB 
Of Paradise the highest, from whoae top 
The hemisphere (tf earth in dearest ken 
8tretali'd out tu th' amplest reach of proq[»ect layw 
Not higher that hUl nor wider, looking rownd, Ml 
Whereon for tiff 'rent cause the Tempter set 
Our second Adam in the wilderness. 
To shew him all earth's kingdoms and thenr glory. 
His eye might there ccmimand Wherarar stood 38d 
City of old or modem lame, the seat 
Of mightiest empire, from the destined walls 
Of Cambalu, seat of Cathasan Can, 
And Samarcand by Ox us, Temir's thaone. 
To Paquin of Sinaean kings, and Uience 396 

To Agra and Lahore of great Mogul, 
Down to the golden Chersonese, or where 
The Persian in Ecbatan sat, or since 
In Hispahan, or where the Russian Csar 
In Moscow, or the Sultan in Biaanee, 39S 

Turchestan-bom; nor could his eye net ken 
Th' cmi^ of Negus to his utmost port 
Ercooo, and the less maritime kings, 
Mombasa* and Q«iloa« and Melind* 

_ 381. Mitt. It. 8. 

387. There la here aaother iiMtanoe of Milton** win xise d affee* 
latloa of iesmlnf . I 4o not concelre eltfier Mi, or anj of the 
•Cher Bumtim mentioned, to be so. To s mere curtonr or idle 



f H anf eeem t dry freo^r^ilUcal csialof ue. hot ft shoald 

lenred, that the conntncs iKntiatned iscill by their name* 

some of the moat brilliant paaaares of hMory, and thoa ttl the 



fia^ with the forgeoaaness and mairnificence of otden tradition. 
An observation henee occurs, which must mt once strtke the 
reader, tluu fully to enjoy MlUoii in all hia excelleaeea, much 
various Icnowledffe tt neceaasnr. The slnptesC aecoant w coM 
here rive of the several couamea meotlened in Iheae Hnes wmM 
occuay too larm a apace for the iIk of the work, and tPoeld 
certdnly not aid the leader in andemtandiBf better Chan at fnl 
the varions aiinaiooa dH paaMge pnaenta. 
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Attd Sofala, Aouglit Ophir, to the wahn ¥H 

Of Oftngo, and Angola fartbest south ; 

Or thence from Niger flood'to Atlas mount, 

The ldngd<mis of Ahuansoiv Fe% and Sua, 

Morocco, and Algiers, and Trtemisep; 

On Burope thence, and where Rome wan to sway 

The wo^Id. In qihit perhaps he also saw 400 

Rich Mexico* the seat ef Monteznine, 

And Oudco in Pent, the richer se*t 

Of Atabalipa, and ^et nnspoil'd 

Guiana, whose great city Geryon's sons 410 

Gall m Dorado : but to nobler sights 

Miehael from Adam's eyes the iibn remored. 

Which that false fruit, that ^mised clearer sight. 

Had bred ; then t>«ix8*d with eupbnsy and rue 

The yisual nerve, for he had much to see ; 4)1 

And from the w^ of life thvee dnps instiil'd. 

So deep the pow'r of ttvese ingredients pierced. 

E'en to the inmost seat of meittal sight. 

That Adam, now enforced to close his eyes. 

Sunk down, and all his Sfirits became entranced ; 

But him the gentle Angel by the hand 4S1 

Soon rtiised, and hia attention thus recall'd: 

Adam, now ope thine eyes, and first behold 
Th' effects which thy iniginal crime hath wrought 
In some to spring from &ee, who never tooeh'd ^U 
Th' excepted tree, nor with the snjike conspired. 
Nor sinn'd thy sin ; yet ftvin that sin derive 
Corrupti(m, to bring forth more violent deeds. 

His eyes he open'd, and beheld a field. 
Part arable and tillii, whereon were sheaves 43t 
New reap'd, the other part sheep-walks and folds ; 
I' th' midst an altar as the land-mark stsod. 
Rustic, of grassy sord. Thither anon 
A sweaty reaper from his tillage brought 
First frnitB ; the gpreen ear and the yellow AeBf, 4S9 
Uncull'd, as came to hand. A shepherd next, 
More meek, eame with the firstlings of his flock 

414. Eupkhttf, the hsrb called in Eof Iton tye-brig^kL—lhu Is 
111 regrarded as rmfemtng soine remarkable nitaes. 



stlU regrarded as ^ „ 

490. Dan. X. 8. the kka in which seeroi to be copied here. 
4S3. Sord or noar4» ntiton acreet with the best comnents- 
•i>ra }n the fllMnff ap of this paMage, wUch b prindpalljr takaa 
ft«K Bcnptore. • 
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Ohoioeat and best ; tbttx Merificing, laid 
The Inwards and th«ir fat, with incease •tniw'dy 
On the cleft wood, and all due rites pexfonn'd. 44i 
Hit off'ring soon ptopitious fin from HeaVn 
Consumed ; with nimble glance and gratefdl steam; 
The odier's not, for his was not sincere ; 
Whereat he in^ ragett^ an4 as diey ta&'d. 
Smote him into the midriff with a stone 4tf 

That beat our life. He fell, and, deadly pale» 
Groan'd out his soul with gashing blood effused. 
Vuch at that sight was Adam in his heart 
Dismay'd ; and thms in haste ta th' Angel cry 'd : 

O Teacher, some great miachMI hath befiall'n 45f 
To that meek man, who well ^ad sacrificed! 
Is piety thus a^d pure devotion paldt 

T' whom Michael thus (he also moved) reply'd: 
These two are bmthren, Adam, and to come 
Out of thy loins. . Ih' unjust the juit hath slain, 408 
For envy that his brother's offering found 
From HeaT'n acceptance : but the bloody fact 
Will be arenged, and Ui' other's faith approTC I 
Lose no rewardt though here thou see him die 
Rolling in dust and gore. To which our sir*: 4M 

Alas ! both #or the deed and for the cause I 
But have I now seen Death ? Is this the way 
I must aetum to native dust? O sight 
Of terror, foul and ugly to behold I 
Horrid to think I how korrible to feel ! 4«C 

To whom tiius Michael : Death thou hast seen 
In his first shape on Man : but many shapes 
Of Death, and many are the ways that lead 
To hitf grim cave, aU dismal : yet to secwe 
More terriMe at th' entrance than within. 47C 

Some, as thou saw'st, by violent stroke shall die« 
By fire, flood, famine, by intempVanee more 
In m«atl«nd drinks, which on the earth shall brinf 
IMseases dire, of which a vaonftrous crew 
Before thee sh^ tupear; that thou taiay'st know 
What misery tti' inabstineace of Eve ^t 

ttiall bring on men. immediate^ a jdace 

.4M Heb. xi. 4. 
«9T* Tit iBventioa ef ai« poet k finelv exercised ia §m 
cesoTtbiaviiloii. 
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Befora Us eyes appear'd, sad, xurfsome, dark, 
A lazar-houae it seem'd, wherein were laid 
If ambers of all diseased, all maladies 4M 

Of ghastly spasm or racking torture, qnalms 
Of heart-sick agony, all fev'rous kind% 
Gonrulsions, epilepdes, fierce catarrhs. 
Intestine sfeone and nicer, colic pangs. 
Demoniac frensy, mojMng melandu^y, 4S5 

And moon-struck madness, pining atrophy. 
Marasmus, and wide-wasting pestilence. 
Dropsies, and asdimas, and joint-racking rheoms. 
Dire was Ute tossing, deep the groans ; Despair 
Tended the sick^ busiest, from couch to couch ; 40t 
And over them triumphant Death his dart 
Shook, hut delay'd to strike, though oft invoked 
With vows, as their chief good and final hope. 
Sight so deform, what heart of rock could long 
Diy-eyed behold 1 Adam could not, but wept, 4M 
Though not of wom»n born. Compassion quell'd 
His best of man, and gave him up to tears 
A space, till firmer thoughts restrain'd excess ; 
And, scarce reoov'ring words, his plaint reuew'd. 

O miserable mankind 1 to what fall 500 

Degraded I to what wretohed stat^ reserved ! 
Bettor «id here unborn. Why is life given 
To be thus wrested from us t Rather, why 
Obtruded on ns thus? who if we knew 
What we receive, would either not accept Mff 

Life offer'd, or soon beg to lay it down, 
Glad to be so dismissed in peace. C«n thus 
The image of God, in man created once 
So goodly and erect, though faulty since. 
To such unsightly su/f 'rings be debased 510 

Under inhuman pains ? Why should not man. 
Retaining still divine similitude 
In part, from such deformities be free. 
And for his Maker's im&ge sake exempt t 

Their Maker's image, answer'd Michael, then 615 
Forsook them when themselves they viUfy'd 
To serve ungovem'd appetite, and took 

•17. There to a cpiMidenble error. 1 tiMKine, in the Ideab th«t 

RInto the moalli of Michael. B; ••upposlng Eve twayed, m 
Mid, by a br3i$h 9kt, the couMqeeaoas of (be (Ul and tbt 
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His iraa^e whom they serred (a Iwutiah tSm) 
Inductive mainly to the sin of Eve. 
Therefore, so algect is their punishment, SM 

Disfigroring not God's likeness, bat their own. 
Or, if his likeness, by themselYes defaced. 
While they perrert pure Nature's healthful rules 
To loathsome sickness, worthily, since they 
God's image did not rer'rence in ti&emselree. 5SS 

I yield it just, said Adam, and submit. 
But is there yet no otiier way, besides 
These painful passages, how we may come 
To death, and mix with our connatural dustt 

There is, said Michael, if thou well observe fiat 
The rule of not too much, by Temp'rance taught, 
(n what diou eat'st and diink'st, seeking from thenoe 
Due nourishment, not gluttonous delight, 
Till many years orer thy head return : 
So may'st thou live till, like ripe fruit, thoa drop 63S 
Into ^y mother's lap, or be with ease 
Gathered, not harshly pluck'd, for death mature. 
This is old age ; but then thou must outlive 
Thy youth,thy strength, thy beauty, which will change 
To wither'd, weak* and grey. Thy senses then MO 
Obtuse, all taste of pleasure must foregfo, 
To what thou hast ; and for the air of 3^onth, 
Hopeful and cheerftil, in thy blood will reign 
A melancholy damp of cold and dry, 
To' weigh diy spirits down, and last consume MS 
The balm of life. To whom our ancestor : 

Henceforth I ^y not death, nor would prolong 
Life much, bent rather how I may be quit. 
Fairest and easiest, of this cumb'rous charge. 
Which I must keep till my appointed day S59 

Of rend'ring up, and patiently attend 
My dissolution. Michael replied : 



eormpCioD which it prodnced tre sntlciiMlied. There is not ■ofli' 
dent authoriiy io Scripture for this strong introdacti<ui of low 
•ensaai feeling, as the whole piMSge in which the Ml is related 
turns upon the strong desire feit b* Eve to become as the gods, 
accomplished in the knowledgi or good and evil. I wm a little 
sorprbed Milton's commentators bare not remarlud tliis.— See 
Oen. iU. 5, 6. 
MS. la the int edition it was, 0/mMimaf*4»,JilidUwlls ton 
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Nor love thy life, ndr hate ; bat what thoa Ur'al 
Lire well ; how I0119 or short permit to Hear'a. 
Aad now prepare thee for another sight. 9U 

He look'd, and saw a spacious plain, whereon 
Were tents of various hue : by some were herds 
Of cattle gracing; others, whence the sound 
Of instruments that made melodious chime 
Was heard, of harp and org^an, and who mored MO 
Their stops and chords, wa* seen. His rolant touch 
Instinct, through all proportions low and high. 
Fled and pursued transverse the resonant fugue. 
In other part stood one who. at the foi^ 
Labouring, two massy dods of iron and brass 56S 
Had melted (whether found where casual fire 
Had wasted woods on mountain or in vale, 
Down to the veins of earth, thence gliding hot ' 

To seme cave'v mouth, or whether wash'd by stream 
From under ground) : ti&e liquid ore he drain'd 570 
Into fit moulds prepared ; from whidi he form'd 
First his own tools ; then, what might else be wrought 
Fusile, or grav'*n in metal. After these. 
But on the hither side, a different sort 
From the high neighb'ring hills, which was their seat, 
Down to the plain descended. By their guise, 876 
Just men they seem'd, and all their study bent 
To worship God aright, and know his works 
Not hid, nor those things last which might preserve 
Freedom and peace to men. They on the plain 680 
Long had not walk'd, when firom the tents, behold, 
A bevy of fair women, richly g^y 
In gems and wanton dress. To th* harp they sung 
Soft amorous ditties, and in dance came on. 
The men, tho' gravew eyed them, and let their eyes S86 
Rove without rein, tiU in the amorous net 
Fast caught, they liked, and each his liking chose : 

557. Oen. Iv. 90—49. 

573. FusU, cMMt in moulds. The accovnt of the detoendsnti of 

Seth b partlj derived frooi Scrtptare, and partly froia other 



552. In slIiMion to the anion mentioned In Scripture, which tfie 
MM ofOmi, or the deicendaot* of hi* true worshippers, (brnied 
with the dauffhters of Cain's posterity. See Gen. vi. I, 9. That 



tile mms of God meant celestial beinss, an idea once supported 
!>f some <ttvines, and that 00 which qlr* Moore has founded bis 
poem of the I^ona oftkt AngtU, km been lonf afo ao exploded 
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AjmI now oihrxe they treat, till th' eT^inp itara 

Love's hmrbingvTy «ppear'd ; then all in heat 

They light the nuptial torch, and bid inroke OM 

Hymen, tiien first to marriage rites invoked. 

Widk feast and music all the tents resound. 

Such happy interview and fair event 

Of love and youth not lost, songs, gariands, flow*rs. 

And charming symphonies, attach'd the heart SOS 

Of Adam, sotm inclined t* admit delight. 

The bent at nature ; whkli he thus express'd : 

True opener of mine eyes, prime Angel Uert, 
Much better seems this vision, and m<ve hope 
Of peaceful days portends, than those two past : 0«0 
Those were of hate and death, or pain much worse : 
Here Nature seems fulfill'd in all her ends. 

To whom thus Michael : Judge not what is best 
By pleasure, though to nature seeming meet. 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end, . 60S 

Holy and pure, conformity divine. 
Those tents thou saw'st so pleasant, were the tents 
Of wickedness, wherein shall dwell his race 
Who slew his brother. Studious they appear 
Of arts that polish life, inrentors rare, 6io 

Unmindful of their Maker, though his Spirit 
Taught them ; but they his gifts acknowledged none : 
Yet they a beauteous offSipring shall beg^ ; 
For that fair female troop diou saw'st, that seem'd 
Of Goddesses, so blithe, so smooth, so gay, 615 

Yet empty of all good, wherein consistB 
Woman's domestic honour and chief j^radse ; 
Bred only and completed to the taste 
Of lustful appetence, to sing, to dancev 
To dress, and troU the tongue, and roll the eye. 686 
To these that sober race of men, whose lives 
Beligious, titled them the sons of God, 
Shall yield up all their virtue, all their fame. 
Ignobly, to ttie trains and to the smiles 
Of these ftdr atiieists, and now swim in joy, 6M 
Ere long to swim at large ; and laugh, for which 
Tike worid ere long a world of tears must weep. 

To whom thus Adam Tof short joy bereft) : 
O pity' and shame, that they who to live well 
•14. ^M* UUl ,• As for thst. 
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■atmr'd wo fair, •honld tarn aside to ttmA «aO 

Paths indirect, or in the mid-wa>«iiBtI 
Bnt sti7l I see the tenor of Mmi's woe 
Holds on the same, from Woman to begin. 

Prom Man's effeminate slackness it burins. 
Said tfa' Angel, who should better hold his place OSS 
By wisdom, and superior g^fts received. 
But now prepare thee for another scene* 

He look'd, and saw wide territory spread 
Before him ; towns and rural works between. 
Cities of men, with lofty gates and tow'rs, 0M 

Concourse in arms, fierce faces threat'ning war. 
Giants of mighty bone, and bold emprise : 
Part wield their arms, part curb the foaming steed. 
Single or in array of battle rangped 
Both horse and foot ; nor idly musfring stood. 6M 
One way a band select, from forage drives 
A herd of beeves, fair oxen and fair kine. 
Prom a fat meadow-ground ; or fleecy flock. 
Ewes and their bleating Iambs over the plun. 
Their booty. Scarce with life the, shepherds fly, OM 
But call in aid ; which makes a bloody fray. 
With cruel tournament the squadrons join : 
Where cattle pastured late, now scattered lies 
With carcases and arms di' insanguined field 
Deserted. Others, to a city stnmg Mff 

Lay siegre, encamp'd ; by battery, scale, and mine. 
Assaulting : others, from the wall, defend 
With dart and javelin, stones and sulph'rous firs: 
On each hand slaughter and gigantic deeds. 
In other part the scepter'd heralds call Mt 

To council in the city gates. Anon 
Grey-headed men and grrave, with warriors mix'd» 
Aasemble, and harang^ues are heard ; but soon 
In factions opposition, till at last 
Of middle age one rising, eminent ' <M5 

•48. Nor itUp musfrhtg ttood: tttett b tappoMd to be sn al- 
hirtNi here, and in one or two other ilmilar lines, to,4be ittnUoa 
•r the EnflMi srmy et the time Milton was writing. 

MO. There are aevwal Imitations of Homer in this descriptioa. 
lUaSTxTiil. 

«6l. The judges are described in Scripture as silUnf In the gates 
of the cities. Gen. xxxiv. 30. Zech. vilt. 16, &c. 

665. O/middU age, as the years of life were then nambera4. 
Enoch was 366 yean old when trmnsiated, Oen. v. SS. 
N2 
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fai wiM d«poit* spake Bmeh of right and wrmtg. 

Of Jastioe, of rettgion, truth, and peace. 

And judgment from abore. Him old and yonni: 

Exploded, and had lelaed with riolent hands. 

Had not a cloud deaoending anatch'd him thence, flTO 

Unseen amid the throng: : so riolenoe 

Proceeded, and o pp ression, and sword-law 

Through all tke ]riain ; and refuge none was found 

Adam was all in tears, send to his Guide 

Lamenting, tum'd fall sad : O what are tiiese f 875 

Death's ministers, not men, who thus deal death 

Inhumanly to men, and multiply 

Ten thousand fold the sin of him who slew 

His hfuther I for of whom such massacre 

Make they but of their brethren, men of men I 6M 

But who was that just man, whom had not HeaT^ 

Rescued, had in hi» righteousness been lost f 

To whom thus Michael : These are the product 
Of those ill-mated marriages thou saw'st ; 094 

Where rood with bad were match 'd,who of themselTes 
Abhor ro join, and by imprudence mix'd. 
Produce prodigious births of body' or mind. 
Such were these giants, men of high renown ; 
"Foot in those days might only shall b%' admired. 
And valour and heroic virtue call'd, 0M 

To overcome in battle and subdue 
Nations, and bring home spoils with infinite 
Man-slaughter, shall be held the highest pitch 
Of human i^ory, and for g^ory done 
Of triumph, to be styled great conquerors, iBf 

Patrons of mankind, Gods, and maa of Gods : 
Destroyers rightlier call'd, and plagues of men. 
Thus fsme shall be achieved, renown on earth. 
And what most merits fame in silence hid. 
But he the seventh from thee, whom thou beheld'st 
The only righteous in a world penreme, 701 

And ti&erefore hated, therefore so beset 
With fbes for daring single to be just, 

«a Oen. tL 4. It If nipfHwed by aniDe f aterpreten tiiat Of 
ghiiti were m callfd fron their tyranaT and power rattier tlNr 
fteir extraordinary balk. The conmoa Mea, howerer, aeeiw th« 
■ore correct, at it it aopported by as taunenae maM of trail* 
•aary— '^ 



BOOK XL 276 

And utter odioot troth, that God would oobm 
To jndgo them with his sainta ; him the Mo«t High 
Kapt in a balmy cloud with winged steeds, 70f 

Did, as thou saw'st, reoeiTO to walk with God, 
High in salration and the climes of bliss, 
Exempt from deatli ; to shew thee what reward 
A vaits the good, the rest what punishment : 710 
Which now direct thine eyes, and soon behold. 

He look'd and saw the f«d^ onf things quite changed. 
The brasen throat of war had ceased to roar : 
All now was tum'd to jollity and game. 
To luxury and riot, feast and dance, 715 

Marrying or prostituting, as befel, 
Kape or adultery, where passing fair 
Allured them : thence from cups to ciTil broils. 
At length a ro^'rend siro among Uiem came. 
And of their doings great dislike declarod, 710 

And testified against their ways. . He oft 
Vrequented their assemblies, whereso met. 
Triumphs or festivak, and to them preach'd 
CouTersion and ropentance, as to souls 
In prison under judgments imminent : 789 

But all in rain : which when he saw, he ceased 
Contending, and romoved his tents far off. 
Then from the mountein, hewing timber tall. 
Began to build a ressel of huge bulk, 
Measured by cubit, length, and breadth, and highth, 
Smear'd round with pitch, and in the side a door 731 
Contrived ; and of prorisions laid in laige 
For man and beast ; when lo, a wonder strange I 
Of erery beast, and bird, and insect small. 
Came serens and pairs, and enter'd in as taught 7Sff 
Their order. Last, the sire and his three sons 
With their four wires ; and God made fast the door. 
Meanwhile the south wind rose, and with black 
wings 

TSt. t Pet tt. 5. JoMphw It MUton*t authority for what It tdd 

re^pectlnr Noah't conduct when he found hit presehlnr v«ln ; or 

it nirht M taken, potalbly, from our Sartoura dtrectiont to ths 

diacfples to flee rrom the citlet which refuted to hear them. 

T3S. Oen. tU. S, tec. 

79$. Orld, Met I. The compariaon which hat heen Inttltated 
between the dcacrlpdont which the two poett hare glren of the . 
tfelnge to highly Interettlnf , and the claatlcal reader will '' d a * 
aeAaeat pleamre la luiilnr U for hteadf to reward tke UMs 
labear It reqnirsfc 
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WSd« iMnrMng, all the ckmdB togetiiCT drars 

ProB under HeaTen ; the hUls to their supply 741 

Tapoor, and exhalation dusk and mmaC, 

Sent up amain. And now the thicken'd aky 

Like a daik ceiling stood ; down msh'd die rain 

Impetuous, and continued till the eardi 

No more was seen. The Heating vessel swum 749 

Uplifted, and secure with beaked prow. 

Rode tilting o'er ikb wavM : all dwellings else 

Flood orerwhelm'd, and them with all di«r ponqp 

Deep under water roD'd ; sea oorer'd sea. 

Sea without shore : and in their palaces, 7M 

Where luxury late reign'd, sea monsters whdp'd 

And atabled. Of mankind, so numerous late. 

All left, in one small bottom swum imbaik'd. 

How didst tibou griere then, Adam, to behold 

The end of all thy oiftpring, end so sad, 700 

Depopulation I Thee another flood. 

Of tears and sorrow' a flood, tiiee also drown'd. 

And sunk thee as thy sons ; till gently rear'd 

By th' Angel, on thy feet thou stood'st at last. 

Though comfortless, as when a father mourns 7M 

His children, all in riew destroy'd at mce : 

And scarce to th' Angel ntter'dst thus ^y plaint x 

O visions ill foreseen I Better had I 
Lired ignorant of future, so had home 
My part of evil only, each day's lot - 7M 

Enough to bear I those now, titat were dispensed 
The burden of many ages, on me light 
At once, by my foreknowledge gaining Urfb 
Abortire, to torment me ere their being, 
With thought that they must be ! Let no man seek 
Henceforth to be foretold what dudl befal 771 

Him or his chUdren : evil he may be sure, « 
Which neither his foreknowing can preren^ 
And he the future evil shall no less 
In apprehension than in substance feel 77S 

Grierous to bear. But that care now is past, 
Man is not whom to warn : those few escaped* 
Famine and anguish will at last consume. 
Wand 'ring that watery desert. I had Ikope 
When Tiolence was ceased, and war on eartb, 78t 
411 would hare then gone we)' * peace would have 
crown'd 
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Witt ItBfth of happy days the race ol man ; 
But I wan Ur deceived : for now I see 
Peace to oomq>t no Iom than war to waste. 
How comes it thus f Unfold, celestial guide ; TU 
Ana whether here the race of man will end % 

T' whom thus Michael : Those whom last then 
In triumph and luxurious wealth, are they [saw'st 
First seen in acts of prowess eminent 
And grreat exploits, but of true rirtue void ; 790 

Who, having spilt much blood, and done much waste. 
Subduing nations, and achieved thereby 
Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey. 
Shall change their cours^to pleasure, ease, and sloth. 
Surfeit, and lust, till wantonness and pride TIM 

Raise out of friendship hostile- deeds in peace. 
The conquer'd also, and enslaved by war, 
llhall, with their freedom lost, all virtue lose 
And fear of God, from whom their piety feign'd 
In sharp contest of battle, found no aid 800 

Against invaders ; therefore cool'd in seal. 
Thenceforth shall practise how to live secure. 
Worldly or dissolute, on what their lords 
Shall leave them to enjoy : for th' earth shall bear 
More than enough, that temperance may be try'd : 
So all shall turn degenerate, all depraved, 800 

Justice and temperance, truth and faith forgot ; 
One man except, the only son 6f light 
In a dark agre, against example good. 
Against allurement, custom, and a worii 810 

Offended ; fearless of reproach and scorn, 
Or violence, he of their wicked ways 
Shall them admonish, and before them set 
The paths of righteousness, how much more safe. 
And full of peace, denouncing wrath to come S\B 
On their impenitence ; and shall return 
Of them derided, but of God observed 
The one just man alive. By his commimd 
Shall build a wondnus ark, as thon beh^d'st 
To save himself and household from amUbt tM 
A wofM devote to universal wrack. 
No sooner he with them of man and beast 
ftlmrt for Ufe shall in the ark be lodged. 
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' And •hdter'd nrand, but all the cataracts 
or Umt'd, Mt opan ou the earth, ahaU poiv Mf 
Rain day and night; all foontaina of the deep 
Broke up, shall heare the ocean, to usurp 
Be7<*d all bounds, tQl inundation rise 
AboTO the hi^est hills : then shall this mount 
Of Paradise, by might of waves, be moved ••• 

Out of his place, push'd by the homed flood. 
With all his rerdure spoil'd, and trees adrift. 
Down the great rirer to the opening gulf, 
And there take root an Island salt and bare. 
The haunt of seals, and ores, and sea-mews dang, 
To teach thee that God atMbutes to place 830 

No sanctity, if nime be thither brought 
By men who there frequent, m therein dwell. 
And now what further shaU ensue, behold. 

He look'd, and saw the ark hull on the flood, 840 
Which now abated ; for the donds were fled. 
Driven by a keen north-wind, that blowing dry. 
Wrinkled the face of deluge, as decay'd ; 
And the clear sun on his wide watery glass 
Cased hot, and of the firesh wav^ lai^ely drew, 845 
As after thirst; which made their flowing shrink 
Prom standing lake to tripping ebb, that stole 
With soft foot towards the Deep, who now had stopt 
His sluices, as the Heav'n his windows shut. 840 
The ark no more now floats, but seems on ground, 
Vast on the top of some high mountain fix'd. 
And now tSn tops of hiUs as rocks appear : 
With damoiik- thence the rapid currents drive 
Towards the retreating sea their furious tide. 
Forthwith from out the ark a raven flies, 855 

And after him, the surer messenger, 
A dove, s<>nt forth once and ag^n to spy 

^ Green tree or ground whereon his foot may light. 
The maeijnd. time returning, in his bill 

834. Qen, Til. 11. 
899. PuadiM,' It It rappoMd, was destroyed bj the deluge, s 
831. Hortudt that Is, curved m rtTen somedmcs are when op- 
posed In their ctfrrenu— Bupbntes, which flowed through Edes, 
b c«H«rt in Scripture the great river: it einptied itselrioto the 
Perdnn Oulf. 835. Orct, a kiod of sea monster. 

MO. y/ti/7, floating like a hulk, without saib or rudder. 
84*. North-^nnd. the Scripture does not mentioD anj perticblal 
wind. t48. Geo. Tiii. s, &c 
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An olire leaf he brings ; pacific sign. 800 

Anon dry ground appears , and from his ark 
The ancient sire descends witu all his train : 
Then, with uplifted hands and eyes deTout» 
Gratefhl to Hear'n, over his bead beholds 
A dewy doad, and in the cload a bow 8fiS 

Conspicnoos, with three listed coloars gay. 
Betokening peace from God, and oorenant new. 
Whereat the heart of Adam, erst so sad, 
Greatly rejoiced, and thus his joy broke forth : 

O thou, who future things can'st represent 870 
As present, hear'nly Instructor, I revive 
At tills last sight ; assured that man shall live 
With all the creatures, and their seed preserve. 
Far less I now lament for one whole world 
Of wicked sons destroy'd, than I rejoice 875 

For one man found so perfect and so just. 
That God vouchsafes to raise another world 
From him, and all his anger to foi^et. 
Bat say, what mean those colour'd streaks in Heav^ 
Distended as the brow of God appeased, 880 

Or serve they as a flow'ry verge to hihd 
The fluid skirts of that same watery cloud, 
Lest it again dissolve and shower the earth ? 

To whom th' Arch-Angel ; Dext'rously thou aim'st ; 
So willingly doth God remit his ire, 88S 

Though late repenting him of man depraved. 
Grieved at his heart, when looking 4own he saw 
The whole earth fiU'd with violence, and all flesh 
Corrupting each their way ; yet tbose removed. 
Such grace shall one just man find in his sight, 890 
That he relents, not to blot out mankind* 
And makes a covenant never to destroy 
The earth again by flood, nor let the sea 
Surpass his bounds, nor rain to drown the worid 
With man therein or beast ; but when he brings 80S 
Over the earth a clo«A, will therein set 

860. It may be observed flwt the oHve Is made firemient mentien 
of In Scripture, and appears to have had a sort or sacred cha- 
racter amon; most of the ancient nations. Might It not acquire 
this I9 lU bavinc been thn» appointed by Ood as a Uga of peace 
beiweea him and his creatures I 

see. ThTM NsfMl eolmtn, the three principal ones sra bsra 
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His tripleHJoloiir'd bow, whereon to look. 
And call to mind hU corenaut. Day and aighl^ 
Seed-tiBie and harreat, heat and hoary froet,, 
Shan hold their coune, till fire pmrge all things it»w 
Both Hear'n and Earth, wherein the jnstshall dwell. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 

The A«fal Mldwel «Mitf naei, fron the iood, to rehte wtal 
ib^l MMcccd : iheo, in the meitdmi of Abraluai. eomm by 4*> 
ffreei to exptain wlio thM Sm4 M the WMPiQ >lAli be, wbick 
\ WM pronitMil A<>ain aiHl Eve in the fail : hb Tncamation, death, 
KMirrectkNt, and aKewrion ; the at te or the charrh tiil his ae* 
cood coninf , Adam, freatiy MUlaAed and recomf Mted by the« 
relationa and promiaea, deaceoda the bili with Michaei : wakena 
Eve, who ail thia while had *iept, but with geatie dreaaM com- 
poaed to qaietiiea* of nlud and MihmiMioii. Michaei in either 
kaod leads them oat of Karadiae, the Aery cword wai-ine behind 
Ikem, and the CheraMoi takinf their atationa to foard the ptac*. 

As one who in his journey bates at noon. 

Though bent on speed, so here th' Arch-Angel paused 

Betwixt the xaorid destroy 'd and world restored. 

If Adam aught perhaps might interpose ; 

Then with transition sweet new apeei^ resumes. 9 

Thus tbou hast seen one world begin and md ; 
And man, as from a second stock, proceed. 
If uch thou hast yet to see, but I perceive 
Thy mortal sight to fail ; objects divine 
Must needs impair and weary human sense : M 

Henceforth what is to come I will relate. 
Thou therefore giro due audienoe, and attend. 
This second souit:e of men, while yet but few. 
And while the dread of judgment past remains 
Fresh in tiieir minds, fearing the Deity, U 

1. Thia booli waa anited to die fonner in the <lnt edition, and 
on tta being separated the flrit five liaea were added to form to 



1. Addiaee refreti Chat the poet IM not continae the vidoa 
iMtead of raaertin? to the narrative form— Milton, liowever, ap- 
pean to roe to have been right in the plan be haa puraued. it 
woald, la the Arst place, have bet-n uunatural to lieep Adam 
kmger in a state of ersiasy or trance : and lAixt and principally, 
llie artion of the poem would have been entirely stopped too loiu^ 
had the afction continued. By bringing the angei forward aa speai- 
lag and conversing with Adam, the plot, thoufh not leaily for 
waraed, haa tlie appfsraoce of going oo 
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With BtmtttrigwtA to what is jiut mad n^ht 
ftaU leal their tires, and nmltiply apace, 
Labourinf the soil, and reaping plentdons crop. 
Com, wine, uid oil : and from the herd or flock. 
Oft sacrificing bullock. Iamb, or kid, 3a 

With lai^ wine-off 'rings pour'd, and sacred feast. 
Shall spend their days in joy nnblamed, uid dwell 
Long time iii peace, by families and tribes. 
Under patemid rule, till one shall rise. 
Of prnid ambitious heart ; who not content 25 

With fair equality, fraternal state. 
Will tOTOgtite dominion undeserved 
Over his brethren, and quite dispossess 
Concord and law of nature from the earth, 
Hunting (and men not beasts shall be his game) 39 
With war and hostile snare such as refuse 
Subjection to his empire t3^rannous : 
A mighty hunter thence he shall be styled 
Before the Lord, as in despite of Hear'n, 
Or from Hear'n claiming second soy'reignty ; SS 
And from rebellion shall derire his name, 
Though of rebellion others he accuse. 
He with a crew, whom like smbition joins 
With him or under him to tyrannize. 
Marching from Eden tow'rds the west, shall find 4V 
The plain, wherein a black bituminous gurge * 
Boils out from under ground, the mouth of Hell : 
Of brick, and of that stuff they cast to build 
A city' and tow'r, whose top may reach to Heav'n ; 
And get themselves a name, lest far dispersed 4S 
In foreign lands, there fliemory be lost, 
Begardless whether good or evil fame. 
But God, who oft descends to visit men 
Unseen, and through their habitations walks 
To mark their doings, them beholding soon, 50 

Comes down to see their city, ere the tow'r 
Obstruct Heav'n-tow'rs, and in derision sets 
Upon their tongrues a T^Tious spirit to rase 

S3. The direr a)^ ia here meant, m the time of nan'a iDni»- 
cence was the j;oiden.— The Iron aye to next meutloiied. 

94. NImrod to said to hare b«^n the first man who aMumed the 
power and character of a monarch. Gen. x. ». . 

36. The name of Nimrod to nseallv derived from a Hebrew 
word thai tignlfiea to rebel. 40. Gen. xt. S, «cc. 



:m9I paxadisk lost. 

Quite out tkeir nstiTe language, and inrtoi 
To aow a jangling ii<nae of words onkiMiwa. U 

Forthwith a hideoua gahUe riMt loud 
Among the boilderi ; eadi to other calls. 
Not understood, till hoarse, and aU ii. rage. 
As mock'd they storm. Great laughter was in HeaT*n ; 
And looking down, to see the hubbub strange. 00 
And hear the din ; thus was the building left 
Ridiculous, and the work Concision named. 
Whereto thus Adam, fatiierly displeased : 
O execrable son, so to asinre 

AboTe his brethren, to himself assuming 08 

Authority usurp'd ; from God not given. 
He grave us only over beast, fish, fowl. 
Dominion absolute ; that right we hold 
By his donation : bht man over men 
He made not lord : such title to himself 70 

Reserring, human left from human free. 
But this usurper, his encroachment proud 
Steys not on man ; to God his tow'r intends 
SiegQ and defiance. Wretched man ! what food 
Will he conToy up thither to sustain 70 

Himself and his rash army, where thin air 
• Alfove the clouds will pine his entrails gross. 
And famish him of breath, if not of bread f 

T* whom thus Michael : Justly thou abhorr'st 
That son, who on the quiet state of men 80 

Such trouble brought, affecting to subdue 
Rational liberty ; yet know withal. 
Since thy original lapse, true liberty 
Is lost, which always with right reason dwells 
Twinn'd, and from her hath no diTidual being 09 
Reason in man obscured, or not obey'd. 
Immediately inordinate desires 
And npstert passions cateh^the goremment 
From reason, and to servitude reduce 
Man till then free. Therefore, since he peimita 90 
Within himself unworthy powi^s te reign 
Over free reason, God in judgment just 

50. Dr. Bentley mds is In thU and in Uoe 61. But the angel 

mifht regraiU the event as past, as in Itis relation lie looked mm 

% smion wliich could command the whole extended course of tiaK< 

«v. hotel sixniAes eon/nsion in Hebrew. Gen. xL %, 
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8ub$«cti khn from without to Tiolent krdf ; 
Who oft M undeservedly inthrall 
His outward fireedom. Tyranny must be, M 

Though to the tyrant thereby no excnse. 
Yet Bom^imes nations wiU decline so low 
From Tirtue, which is reasim, that no wrong» 
But justice, and some fatal curse annex'd, 
Deprires them ai their outward liberty, IM 

Their inward lost. Witness th' irrev'rent bob 
Of him who built tiie ark, who for the shame 
Bone to his father, heard this heavy curse. 

Servant of servants/ on his vicious race. 
Thus will this latter, as the former world, 108 

Still tend from bad to worse, till God at last^ 
Weary'd with their iniquities, withdraw 
His presence from among them, and avert 
His holy eyes ; resolving from thenceforth 
To leave them to their own p<dluted ways ; llf 

And one peculiar nation to select 
From all the rest, of whom to be inv6ked, 
A nation from one faithful man to spring : 
Him on this side Euphrates yet residing. 
Bred up in idol-worship. O that men 119 

(Canst thou believe ?) should be so stupid grown. 
While yet the patriarch lived, who scaped the flooif 
As to forsake^the living God, and faH 
To worship their own wprk in wood and stone 
For Gods I yet him God the Most High vouchsafes 
To call by vision from his father's house, Itl 

His kindred, and false Gods, into a land 
Which he will shew him, and from him will raise 
A mighty nation, %nd upon him shower 
His benediction so, that in his seed I9i 

All nations shall be blest. He straight obeys, 
Not knowing to what land, yet firm believes. 
I see him, but thou ca^st not, with what faith 

101. Cham i the Pither of CsDaan U here meant Geu* ix. 93. 9S» 

no. The narrative is, from thir point, confined to the liictory of 
the chosen race, the setxl of Ab-aham. Il5. Josh. xxiv. %, 

1 17. Terah, Abraham*! fa ther jras bom 333 years after the flood, 
sad Noah was livlnit till the SaOth year after it, so tiiat idolatry 
ksd gained grwmd some years before his death. 

130. Gen. xll. 1— e. 130. Heb. xl. e. 

Its. This is not, it should be obserred, a reverting to the n 
^. i,l>ut t - 
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He iMTM Us Ood«, hi* friends, and nathr* mI^ 

Vr ci CbakUea, passing now die ford UB 

To Haran : after him a comb'roos train 

Of herds, and flodts, and niunerous serritode ) 

Not wand'ring poor, but trusting aU his wealUi 

With God, who caU'd him, in a land unknown. 

Canaan he now attains : I see his tents Ui 

Pitch 'd about Sechem, and the neig^b'ring plain 

Of Moreh : there, by promise, he receives 

Gift to his progeny of all that landt 

Prom Hamath northward to the Desert south 

Things by their names I call, tho' yet unnamed), 149 

Prom Hermon east to the great western sea ; 

Mount Hermon, ycmder sea ; each place behold 

In prospect, as I point them : on the shore 

Mount Carmel : here the double-foonted stream 

Jordan, true limit eastward ; but his sons ^ 149 

ShaU dwell to Senir, that long ridge of hills. 

This ponder, that all nations of the earth 

Shall in his seed be blessed. By that seed 

Is meant thy great Deliv'rer, who shall bruise 

The Serpent's head : whereof to thee anon IM 

Plainlier shall be reveal'd. This patriarch blest. 

Whom faithftd Abraham due time shall call, 

A ton, and oi his son a grandchild leares. 

Like him in faith, in wisdom, and renown. 

The grandchild with twelve sons increased, departs 

Prom Canaan to a land, hereafter call'd 156 

Egypt, divided by the river Nile. 

See where it flows, disgorging at seven mouths 

Into the sea. To sojourn in that land 

He comes, invited by a younger soli, MM 

In time of dearth : a son whose worthy deeds 

Raise him to be the second in that realm 

Of Pharaoh. There he dies, and leaves his raoe 

Growing into a nation, and now grown 

Suspected to a sequent King, who seeks 1(0 

To stop tiieir ove rg rowt h , as inmate guests 

Too num'rous ; whence of guests he makes them slaves 

■poSUnr Mtonl to the anfel, to whom mil the ftitne wm RtesML 
Thf reader will And the whole of the nsRStive htre given in 
iUGerent parts of the Peotatraich. 

IM. WUktmtlMMmsimtnaMd • a Lattntaaa. 
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InluMpltaldy'* and killa their infant males : 
Till by two Inrethren (those two bi«thren eall 
Mo«eB and Aaron) sent from God to claim 17§ 

His people Arom iuthralment* they return 
With glory* and spoil back to their promised land. 
But first the lawless tyrant, who denies 
To know their God, or message to regard, 
Most be compelf d by signs and judgments dire. 17S 
To blood unshed the rivers must be tum'd ; 
Progs, lice, and flies must all his palace fill 
With loath'd intrusion, and fill all the land ; 
His cattle must of rot and murrain dte ; 
Botches and blains mast aU his flesh emboss, 180 
And all his people ; thunder mix'd with hail. 
Hail mix'd wi^ fire, must rend th' Egyptian sky. 
And wheel on th' earth, derouring where it rolls ; 
What it derours not, herb, or flruit, or grain, 
A darksome cloud of locusts swarming down 18d 
Must eat, and on the ground leave nothing green: 
Darkness must overshadow all his bounds. 
Palpable darkness, and blot out three days ; 
Last, with one midnight stroke, all tiie first-bom 
Of Egypt must lie dead. Thus with ten wounds 19f 
The river-dragon tamed, at length submits 
To let his sojourners depart, and <^ 
Humbles his stubborn heart, but still as ice 
More harden'd alter thaw, till in hb rage 
Pursuing whom he late dismissed, the sea IM 

Swallows him widi his host ; but them lets pass 
As on dry land, between two crystal walls. 
Awed by the rod of VCoses so to stand 
Di^dded, till his rescued gain'd their shore. 
Such wondrous pewer God to his saint will lend. 
Though present in his Angel, who shall go Ml 

Before them''in a cloud and pillar of fire 
(By day a cloud, by night a jrfllar of fire). 
To gnide them in dieir journey, and remove 
Behind them, whUe th' obdurate king pursues. 108 
All night he will pursue ; but his approach 
Darkness defends between till morning watch : 

.M. Tbe Vulgate tnstlatkm of EssdM x. Sl. hu fganlmMitf 
tpmHqm^mU, Ow EmfMb km, dmrkmesi that mt^ttfi^t. 
S07. l^end$, forMds. 
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Tkm tkmagk tiM *trf pillar and (k« doaA 

God, lookiair forth, will CitmUe ^ hi« host, 

And craw their cb«rio^llrilee]s : xrhca bv rniiiMirf 

If OMS once aMire his potent rod extenda SU 

Orer the oea; the aea his rod obeys; 

On their embatded ranks the waves retom. 

And orerwhelm their war. the race elect 

Sale towards Canaan finxn the shore advanco SIS 

ThMogh ihe wild desert, not the readiest way. 

Lest, entering on the Canaanite, alarm'd. 

War terrifjr tiiem inexpert, and^ear 

Betom them back to Eerypt, choosing ratlier 

Inglorioas life with serritiide ; for life S» 

To noble and ignoble is mors sweet 

Umrain'd in arms, where rashness leads not on. 

This also Shan they gain by their delay 

In thB wide wilderness ; there they shaO found 

Their gOTemment, and their great senate choose S9 

Throogh the twelre tribes, to role by laws ordain'd. 

God from the monnt of Sinai, whose grey top 

Shall tremble, he descending, will himself 

In thunder, lightning, and load trumpets sound. 

Ordain them laws ; part such as appertain SSt 

To ciril justice, part religious rites 

Of sacrifice, informing tiiem, by types 

And shadows, of that destined Seed to bruise 

The Serpent, by what means he shall achiere 

Mankind's deliverance. But the voice of God SS5 

To mortal ear is dreadful I They beseech 

That Moses might report to them his will. 

And terror cease. He grants what they besoug^ 

Instructed that to God is no access 

Without Mediator, whose high office now M» 

Moses in figure bears, to introduce 

One greater, of whose day he shall foretell ; 

Sie. Craae, bnriM or thstler, from the French «eruer. la 
^Qd« Hv. ss. our trtDtUdon hsKoAai of. bat Milton to nearer 
tiieorMnsl. 

SM. Milton hM Bot made any partlcalar mention of tiie iMNal 
law Iq tbto pa«afe. The reaaon r imafine is, that the aole ot^eel 
he had in view waa to shew the prorrcts of events towards the 



appearaaoe of Christ and the establishment of his Mnzdom. He 
M, therefore, < " 



! prorrcss of evenu towards the 
itablishment of his Mnsniom. He 

__, , onlv so far to introdnce the Jewish dispensation 

ns it tjplAed the Messiah's kinfdon or ilTustraied his charades 
and actions. The moral law was anchanced and unchang«ablek 
and belonred to no one time or system. The nhr^cctions, tiMf»- 
■Bve, of Warbarton and others are wiihoat foaodatiMi 
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Aad all the propheta in ^eir age the timea 

or g2«at Metsiah shall ^aingr. The laws and trttea 

Establish'd, such delight hath God in men SH 

Obedient to his will, that he Touchsafea 

Among them to set ap his tabernacle. 

The Holy One with mortal men to dwell. 

By his prescript a sanctuary isiramed 

Of cedar, overlaid with gold, therein SM 

An ark, and in the ark his testimony, 

The records of his covenant; over these 

A mercy-seat of gold between the wings 

Of two bright Cherabim ; before him bom 

Seven lamps, as in a zodiac, representing tS5 

The heav'nly fires ; over the tent a cloud 

Shall rest by day, a fiery gleam by night. 

Save when they journey ; and at length they come, 

Conducted by his Angel, to the land 

Promised to Abraham and his seed. The rest 900 

Were long to tell, how many battles fought. 

How many kings destroy'd, and kingdoms won. 

Or how the sun shall in mid Heav'n stand still 

A day entire, and night's due course adjourn, 

Man's voice commanding. Sun in Gibeon stand, lOi 

And thou moon in the vale of A^alon, 

Till Israel overcome ; so call the third 

From Abraham, son of Isaac, and from him 

His whole descent, who thus xhall Canaan win. 

Here Adam intefposed : O sent from Heav'n, 370 
Enlight'ner of my darkness, gracious things 
Thou hast reveal'd, those chiefly which concern 
Just Abraham and his seed : now first I find 
Mine eyes true opening, and my heart much eased, 
Erewhile perplex'd with thoughts what would becoioe 
Of me and all mankind ; but now I see S70 

His day, in whom all nations shall be blest. 
Favour unmerited by me, who sought 
Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means. 
This yet I apprehend not, why to those 18u 

Among whom God will deign to dwell on earth. 
So many and so vanous laws are given 1 
So many laws arg^ue so many sins 

sse. Tht heav'nlji Jlretf ike teren lainp«» ttgntrrinff die 

•even planets. 277. John viii. a6. 

an. Gsl. m. 19. Rom. vlU *, t. iU. SO. Heb. ix. 13. z. 4, S tee. 
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Amongr tbmn. Hew am God wMi aneh re»d»t 

To whom thus Michael : Doubt uot b«tt that dn 
Will re%a amoog tiien, m of thee begot; Stf 

And therefore wm law given them to erinco 
Their natural pravity, hy stitring up 
Sin against law to ftght : that when they aee 
, Law can diacorer ain, but not remore, S09 

ISare by thoae dwdowy exfiations weak, 
^The blood of bulla and goata, diey may coBclnde 
Borne blood moia preciona must be paid for man. 
Just for ui\jaat» that in such righteousneea 
To them by faith imputed, tiiey may find Mft 

Juatificadon towards God, and peace 
Of conscience, whidi tiie law by ceremonies 
Cannot appease, nor man the moral part 
Perform, and, not performing, cannot lire. 
So law appears impmrfect, and but giren Stf 

With purpose to res^ them in fuO time 
Up to a better oorenant, disciplined 
From shadowy types to truth, from fleah to spirit 
From imposition of strict laws to free 
Acceptance of large grace, from servile fear SO^ 

To filial, works of law to works of faith. 
And therefore ahaU not Moses, though of God 
Highly belo?ed, being but the minister 
Of law, his peofde into Canaan lead ; 
But Joshua, whom the Gentilea Jesua call, SM 

His name and office bearing, who shall qjueD 
The adTorsary Serpent, and bring back. 
Thro' the world's wilderness long wander'd, man 
Safe, to eternal Paradise of rest. SM 

Mean while they in their earthly Canaan placed, 
LMig time shall dweD and prosper, but when aina 
National interrupt their public peace, 
ProToking OoA to raise them enemies ; 
From whom as oft he sares them penitent 
By judges first, then under kings ; of whom nt 
The second, both far piety renown'd 
And puissant deeds, a promise shall receire 

310. Jesus and Joskum are th« nme name, the former bdaf 
the Greek and the latter tiie Hebiew form. Jenit is mad fot 
Jodiua, Acts vii. AS. Heb. It. 8. As the whole of this part of the 
poem is taken from Scriprare, the reader will do well to coosall 
the marginal references of his Bible, if he be curioas to see bow 
-^ - "^ ^ •-• ■ ' knr — '"■* — *- *■' '- 



a is taken from Scripcwv, 
enccsofhis 

iiTcrted bisscriptL ^ 

Ills BBRatlTe, mlxlnr with great skill history and prophccr 



the author has conTcrted bis scriptural knowledfe to his use la 
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irrerocable, that his rtfH throne 
For ever shall endure. The like slMdl da^f 
AH prophecy, that of the royal stuck IBU 

Of Da«id (so I name this Kinip) shall rise 
A Son, the Woman's Seed to thee foretold^ 
Foretold to Abraham, as in whom shall trust 
All nations, and to kini^s foretold, ci kings 
The last ; for of his reign shall b^o end. I9t 

Bat first a long succession most ensue. 
And his next son, for wealth and wisdom fsmedt 
The clouded ark of God, tiil then fb tents 
Wand'ring, shall in a glorious temple' inshrine. 
Such follow him as shall be register'd 885 

Part good, part bad, of bad the longer scroll. 
Whose foul idolatries, and other faults 
Heap'd to the popular sum, will so incense 
God, an to leave them, and expose their land. 
Their city', his temple, and his holy ark, 848 

With all hiif sacred things, a soom and prey 
To that proud city, whose high walls thou saw'et 
Left in confusion, Babylon thence call'd : 
There in captivity he lets them dwell 
The space of seventy years, then brings them back, 
Rememb'ring mercy, and his covenant sworn 340 
To David, stablish'd as the days of Heav'n. 
Retum'd from Babylon, by leave of kings 
Their lords, whom God disposed, the house of God 
They first re-edify, and for a while 358 

In mean estate live moderate, till grown 
In wealth and ii^iltitude, factious they grow. 
But, first, among the priests dissension spring* 1 
Men who attend the altar, and should most 
Endeavour peace. Their strife pollution brintfi 888 
Upon the temple' itself. At lat»( they seiae 
The sceptre, and regard not David's sons. 
Then lose it to a stranger, that the true 
Anointed King, Messiah, might be bom 
Barr'd of his right ; yet at his birth a star, 888 

Unseen before in Heav'n, proclaims him eome* 
And guides the eastern sages, who inquire 
His place, to oifer incense, myrrh, and gold. 
His place of birth a soleaua Angel tells 

Mt. Tk«n MNS'it, t ttronf poetksl tmontdoa, and Ml. 
* to be tsler Utersllj. 
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To rimplefhepherd*, keeping watch by niglit: aOI 

They iJadly tbither haste, and, by a choir 

Of tqoadron'd Angeb, hear hiii carol rang : 

A Tirgin it hit nM>ther, but hia Sire 

The PoVr of the Most High. He shaU aaeend 

The throne hereditary, and bonnd his reign 37t 

With earth's wide bounds, his glory with tiie HeaT'aa. 

He ceased, disiiming Adam with such joy 
Sorchaiged, as had like grief been dew'd in team. 
Without the vent of words, which these he breathed : 
O prophet of glad tidings 1 finisher 37S 

Of utmost hope i now clear I understand 
What oft my steadiest thoughts have search'd in vain. 
Why our great ezpeotaSon should be 9all'd 
The seed of Woman. Virgin Mother, hail t 
High in the love of Heav'n, yet from my loins 380 
Thou Shalt proceed, and froon thy womb the Son 
Of God Most High ; so God with Man unites. 
Needs must the Serpent now his capital bruise 
Expect with mortal pain. Say where and when 384 
Their fight ; what stroke shall bruise the Victor's heel . 
To wh<Mn thus Michael : Dream not of Uieir fight 
As of a duel, or Uie local wounds * 

Of head or heel : not therefore joins the Son 
^'anhood to Godhead, with more strength to foil 
Thy enemy ; nor so is orercome 3M 

Satan, whose fall from Heav'n, a deadlier bruise. 
Disabled not to giro thee thy death's wound : 
Which he, who comes thy Sariour, shall recure. 
Tot by destroying Satan, l^t his wqrks 

thee and in thy seed : nor can {Els be, SQ6 

But by fulfilling tiiat which thou didst want» 
'Ohedience to the law of God imposed 
On penalty of death, and suff'ring death. 
The penalty to thy transgresrion due, 
Jknd due to theirs, which out of thine will grow : 
So only can high justice rest appaid. 401 

\tThe law of God exact he shall Ailfil, 
' Both by obedience and by lore, though Ibre 

w Alone fulfil the law. Thy punishment 
He shall endure, by coming in the flesh IM 

To a reproachful life and cursed death* 
Proclaiaiing life to al l ^ho shrll beliere 

^ In his redemption, I 
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Impated becomes theirs by fahh, his merits 
To save them, not their own, tliotsq^ legal woAb. 
For this he shall lire hated, be blasphemed, 411 
Seised on by force, judged, and to dVath condamn'df 
A shameful and accursed, nail'd to the cross 
By his swu nation, slain for bringing life * 
But to the cross he bails thy enemies; 41ft 

The law that is against thee, and4he sins 
Of all mankind, with him there crucify'd, 
Nerer to hurl them more who rightly trust 
In this his satisfaction So he dies. 
But soon reriyes ; death over him no power 420 
Shall long usurp : ere the thira dawning light 
Return, the stars of mora sliall see him rise 
Out of his grare, fresh as the dawning light. 
Thy ransom paid, which gaan from death redeems. 
His death for man, as many as offer'd life 4t5 

Neglect not, and the benefit embrace 
By faith not void of works. This Godlike act 
Annuls thy doom, the death thou shouldst have died. 
In sin lor erer lost from life. This act 
Shan bruise the head of Satan, crush his strength. 
Defeating sin and death, his two main arms, 431 
And flx'd far deeper in his head their stings 
Than temp'rai death shall %ruiiB tlie Victor's heel. 
Or theirs whom he redeems, a death-like sleep, 
A gentle wafting to immortit life. 435 

Nor after resurrection shall he stay 
Lbnger on eanh than certain tim4B t* appear 
^ to his disciples, men who in his life 
Still followed hfm : to them shall leare in charge 
To teiMi all nations what of him they leam'd 4M 
And his salration ; them who shall beliere 
Baptizing in the profluent stream, the sign 
Of washing the A from guilt of sin to life 
Pure, and in mind prepared, if so befall. 
For death, like that which the Redeemer died. 44S 
All nations they shall teach ; for, from that day. 
Not only to the sons of Abraham's loins 
Salration shall be preach'd, but to the sons 
Of Abrahun's faith, wharever through the world; 
Lrt in his seed all nations shall be blest. 4M 

< I.' . Thy entmiet, the law, tec. M explained In the next 
linc-ColoM. ii. U. 



aa PARADISK LOST. 

Them to the H6aT*n of He«v*ua he shall i 

With Tictunr, trimnphing through the air 

Orer hij foes fend thine ; there shall snrpriac 

The Serpent, prince of air, and drag in chains 

Thro' all his realm, and there confounded leare ; 

Then enter into glory, and resume 4M 

His seat at God's right hand, exalted high 

Abore all names in Heav'n; and thence shall Mna^ 

When this woiid's dlssolntioii shall be ripe. 

With glory' and ppw'r to judge both quick and dead; 

To judge th' nnfaithful dead* hut to reward 461 

Hb faithful, and receive them into bliss, 

Whether in Hear'n ftr Earth ; for then the Earth 

Shall all be Paradise : far'liappier place 

Than this of Eden, and faf happier days. 485 

So spakte th' Arch-Angel Michael, then paqsed» 
As at the world's great period ; and our sire» 
Replete with joy and wonder, thus reply'd : 

O Goodness infinite. Goodness immense I 
That all this good of evil shall produce, 419 

And Evil turn to good ! more wonderAd 
Than that which by creation first brought IhrUt 
Light out ol dai-kness I full of doubt I stand. 
Whether I . fmiM repent me now of sin. 
By me done Hiid oc^asioa'd, or rejoice 471 

Much more , thut much mqre good thereof shall Bgtbagf 
To God more glory, more good-wiU to men 
From God, and over wrath gracte shall abound. 
But say : if otur Oeliv'rer up to Heav'n 
•Must reascend, what 'will betide the few 480 

His faithful, left among th' uufaithAil herd. 
The enemies of truth f Who then shall guidt 
His people f who defend t Will they not deal 
Wone with his followers than with him they dealt t 

Be «ure they will, said the Angel r but from Heav'n 
He to his own a Comforter will send, 480 

The proaaise of the Father, who shall dwell 
His Spirit within them, and the law of faith. 
Working through Iqye, upon their hearts shall write. 
To g'dde them in all truth, and also arm 4M 

4M. it has been obMnred by MMma that Milton, by ttii pra- 
pbetir declaration of Michael, has made his poeai oonforaab*s 
10 (he opinion of the most celebrated writers, that an epic dMMM 
and pronperously. 

487. Luie sdv. 49. 490. John zri. 13. tad Eph. tL 11. 



BOOK XJL 29t 

With spiritual armour, able to resist 
Satan's assanlts, and quench Us fiery darts ; ^ 
What man can do against them, not afraid. 
Though to the death, against such era cities 
With inward consolations recompensed* 40S 

And oft supported so «s shall amaze 
Their proudest persecators : for the Spirit 
Pour'd first on his Apostles^ whom he sends 
T' eran^lize the natioai, flieB on all 
laptized, shall tliem wtth wondrous g^lts endae 500 
1 speak, all tongues* Mid do all miracles, 
As did their Lord before them. Thus they win 
Great numbers of each nation to receive 
With joy the tidings brought from Hear'n. Atiteng^Ui 
Their ministry perform'd, and race well ran, 505 
Their doctrine and their story written left. 
They die ; but in their rfx^n, as they forewarn, 
Wolves shall succeed for teachers, grievoiis wolves. 
Who all the sacred mysteries of Heav'n 
To their own vile advantages shall turn 510 

Of lucre and ambition, and the truth 
With superstitions and traditions taint. 
Left only in those written records pure, 
Though not but by the Spirit understood 
Then shall they seek to' ai^il Hiemselves of naniM 
Places and titles, and with these to join 510 

Secular pow'r though feigning sCtll to act 
By spiritual, to themselves appropriating 
The Spirit of Crod, promised alike, and given. 
To an believArs ; and from that pretence, 5M 

Spiritual laws by carnal power shall force 
' On ev*ry conscience ; laws which none shall find 
Left th«m inroU'd, or what the Spirit within 
Shall 0n the heart engrave. What will they then 
But force the Spirit of grace itself, and bind 6m 
His consort Liberty ? What but unbuild V 
His living temples, built by faith to stand. 
Their, own faith, not anotlMr'sl for on earth 
Who against faith and conscience can be hMlrd 
Infallible t Yet many will presume : 5M 

Whence heavy iMrsecution shall arise 
On all who in the worship persefere 
Of spirit and trath ; th* rest, far greater part^ 
MIT.Actm.tB. 514. 1 Cor. iU 14. 



2M FARAD IS B JOST. 

WOl deem in outward rite* «nd q>«cioiu fanaa 
Heligion satiefy'd. Truth shiOl retire 53§ 

Bestuck with sland'rous^darts, and woib of iaith 
Rarely be foomd. So shal^ the world go on. 
To good malignant, to bad men benign. 
Under her ftwm weight, groaning till Hm day 
Appear ol respiration to the just M0 

And vengeance to the wicked at return 
Of him so lately promised to thy aid, 
The Woman's Seed, obscurely then foretold ; 
Now amplier known thy Sa^ri»ar and thy Lord: 
Last in the clouds from Heav^ to be rereal'd Mf 
lu glory of the Father, to dissolve 
Satan with his perverted world, then raise 
Prom the conflagrant mass, pni^^ and refined. 
New Heaf'ns, new Earth, ages of endless date 
Pounded in righteousness, and peace, and lore, 95t 
To bring forth firnits, joy and eternal bliss. 
He ended ; and thus Adam last ref^yd : 
How soon hath thy prediction. Seer blest. 
Measured this transient world, the race of time. 
Till time stand fix'd 1 Beyond is all abyss, Ml 

Eternity, whose end no eye can reach. 
Greatly instructed, I shall hence d^art. 
Greatly in peace of thought, and have my fiU 
Of knowledge, what Otis vessel can contain; 
Be]rond whicb was «iy foUy to aqpire. SM 

Henceforth I learn that to obey is beet. 
And love with fear the only God, to walk 
As in his presence, ever to observe 
His providence, and on him sole depend. 
Merciful OTer all his works, with good 505 

Still overc(Mning evil, and by small 
Accomplishing great things, by things deem'd weak 
Subferting worldly strong, and worldly wise 
By simply meek ; that suffering for tm^'s sake 
Is fortitude to highest victory, 5lf 

And to the faithful, death the gate of life : 
Taught tlus by his example, whom I nou 
Aeknowledge my Redeemer ever blest. 
To whom thus also th' Angel lart reply'd: 



MO. 0/ retptratum ; In Scripture, tht times tf 

nfretkiHf. Acta Ui. 10. 

Mt. t Pat. Ui. IS. See former note on the isme expre nt o^ 



BOOK Xn. 2Bf 

.hiihaTingleara'd, thou bast attain'dlliemoB U§ 

H wisdom ; hope ao higher, though all th« •tan 

fhoa knew'st by name, a«d all th' ethereal pow^n^ 

411 secrets of the deep, all Nature's works. 

Or works of God in Heav'n, air, e«th, or sea» 

And all the riches of this world ei^oy'dst, fitt 

And all the rule, one empire ; only add 

Deeds to thy knowledge ajiswerable ; add faith* 

Add virtue, patience, temperance, add lore. 

By name to cmane call'd Charity, the wul 

Of all the rest, then wilt thou not be loath «f 

To leare this Paradise, but shalt possess 

A Pamdise within thee, happier far. 

Let us descend now therefore from this top 

Of speculation ; for the hour precise 

Exacts our parting hence : and see the guards, 999 

By me encamp'd on yonder hill, expect 

Their motion, at whose front a flaming sword« 

In signal to remove, waves fiercely round. 

We may no longer stay. Go, waken Eve ; 

Her also 1 with gentle dreams hafe calm'd, fiOS 

Portending good, and all^er spirits composed 

To meek submission, l^ou at season fit 

Let her with thee partake what thou hast heard* 

Chiefly what may concern her faith to know. 

The great deliv'rance by her seed to come fOt 

(Por by the Woman's seed) on all mankind : 

That ye may live, which will be many days. 

Both in one faith unanimous though sad 

With cause for evils past, yet much more cheer** 

With meditation on the happy end. (Ml 

He ended, and they both descend the hill } 
Descended, Adam to the bower whsM Bre 
Lay sleeping ran before, but found her waked ; 
And thus with w>rds not aad *e him received: 

Whence thou retnm'st, and wUther wenf st, I know: 
For God is also' in sleep, and dreaiM advise, 611 
Which he hath sent propitious, some great good 

. ^ ■««i. 9 Pet 1. 9. 

SW. Top of opettOMHoHf so emiasooe of eonln 
which the eyeof the mioA mw the myatsrlet of 1 
CMsred n^ 

MS. Ao loooMlitenqr iHwliita! oat hetween fUi Hoe sad the 
ttlWMK to tlM book, (a which » wiU be foand that Adam Is 
mm towakcn Eve, ivhlle he to here repraealcd as Aadioff h« 



190 PARADISE LOST. 

Prengingr, tinc9 wiA wnrow' and heart's distreM 

Wearj'd I fell asleep: bat »ow lead on ; 

In me is no dday. With thee to go, 011 

Is to stay here ; without thee hare to stay. 

Is to go heaoe tmwlUijti^ ; thoa to me 

Art all things under Reav*n, all places thou, 

Who for my 'vfilfol crime art banish'd hence. 

This farther consolation yet secure <ilO 

I carry hence ; though all by me is lost, 

(Such fsvour I unworthy am Toucli^Cfed) 

By me the promised Seed shall all restore. 

So spake oqr m<^er Ere ; and Adam heard 
Wall pleased, lut answer'd not ; for now too nigh 
Th' Aix^h'Angel stood, and fkom the other hiU (US 
To their flx'd station, all in bright array 
The Cherubim descended ; on the ground 
GlMfang meteorons, as evening mist 
Risen from a xtrwr o'er the marish glidM, 630 

And gathers ground fast at the laboorer'a heel 
Homeward returning. Hi|^ in front adranced. 
The brandish'd sword of God before them biased 
Fierce as a comet ; which with torrid hea% 
And rapour as the Libyan air adust, 6S5 

Began to parch that temp'rate clime : whereat 
In either hand the hast'ning Aag^l caught 
Our ling'iteg parents, and to th* eastern gate 
Led them direct, and down the cliff as fast 
To the subjected plain ; then disappeared. 040 

Tli«y (coking back, all the eastern sida beheld 
Of Paradise (so late their happy seat) 
Wared over by that flaming brand, the gate 
With dreadful fa^es fhnmg'd and fiery arms : 
Soia« MCurgl tttn |hey dropt, but wiped them soon: 
Tkm world was all before them, where to choose 048 
Their place of rest, anA ^dVidence Aeir guide. 
They hand in hand, widi'wand'ring steps and slow 
numgh Edem took, their selltary way. 

6M. Mmnsk; \om Ae Frsndi JTsrair, • nsnli. 
•M. The coAcliMton of this wtMderfkil aoem b not infeiior la 
bsttiv to Its vngnm. Cea^af froa^the eslm end mHonni 
Barfl&Te;«rbich ooraptei t&e former virtjdAm Isrt bsok, As 
Mthor rites tnln into his aocutomed rafikKk saA OMa uttt 
the BMst ■dmIiaMe skUl closw the potaiirtfhia mmL Oeea 
and powerftU, to sll the feeUpfi of awe «rt tminmS^BSm 
- B. Never, rUdnk, osf #0fM(M^iMlislwir» 
who wooM hSTe had Iks tat tve lass osMsA 
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